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Dramatic Critics’ Ranks Dwindle: 
Mergers of Dailies, Other Causes 


7 


Drama reviewing has become the 
most highly specialized vocation in 
the professional theatre, which fact 
was emphasized by the changes in 
the newspaper field within recent 
seasons. There are fewer theatres 
and legit shows, while there has 
been a trend towards merging or 
scrapping dailies, with the result 
there are considerably fewer critics. 

What applies to New York, goes 
double out of town. When the road 


was rich with attractions, there were 
critics whose reviews attracted much 





attention not only in their respective 
communities, but in newspaper and 
metropolitan theatrical circles. Most 
of those reviewers have long ceased 
to function in that direction. 

Dramatic desks have been com- 
bined with the motion picture de- 
partments in the out-of-town dailies 
while the critics have been assigned 
to varied writing. tasks. Essentially 
being reporters, they are filling the 
new berths competently. Some have 
gone afield of show business, several 
writing politics, at least one becom- 
ing a foreign correspondent and an- 
other covering professional sports 
which many in theatricals regard as 
part of show business. 

Others are regularly covering 
films and the number of picture 
critics has correspondingly increased 
as the dramatic critics have de- 


(Continued on page 63) 


2; YEAR OLD CHILD 
PRODIGY TO H’WOOD 


St. Louis, July 6. 

Mary Christine Dunn, child | 
Prodigy, Bonne Terre, Mo., who re- 
ceived an intelligence quotient rating 
of 185, 45 points higher than usually 











ton University psychologists after a 
mental test given last April, is 
headed for Hollywood. Several 
weeks ago at invitation of Winfield 
R. Sheehan, parents took their 2%4- 
year-old prodigy to Chicago for in- | 
terview. 

Sheehan suggested child be taken | 
to Hollywood for screen tests. Since | 
that time several companies have 
negotiated for Mary’s services but | 
parents will await outcome of screen | 
tests before signaturing for young 
un. Recently Mary was_inter- 
viewed in her home over air by | 
KWK and almost spoiled broadcast 
by finding carefully hidden broad- 
casting apparatus. 








Proving Again Iron Bars 
Do Not a Prison Make 


Detroit, July 6. 
‘Entertainment department,’ | 
wherein Southern Michigan Prison 
‘umates will be taught dancing and 
acting, has been formed. 
' Convicts’ emoting and hoofing will 
22 under direction of Walker Her- 


bert, ex-actor, 


) tion. 


| got 
idea of cashing in on the demand by | 








Cable-Collabing 


London, July 6. 

Pembroke Devonport is collaborat- 
ing with Joe Linz, of the RKO- 
Radio office, in writing the music 
and score for a new Jack Buchanan 
filmusical. Devonport is in London 
and Linz is in New York. 

Procedure adopted by the boys is 
for Linz to cable the lyrics to Lon- 
don, which Devonport sets to music, 
and as each verse is completed, the 
work is submitted to Buchanan for 
final approval. Thing thus far is 
working out satisfactorily. 





N.Y. COPS CHARY 


OF AM. LEGION 
CONVENTION 


What New York may expect when 
the American Legion convention 
comes to town in September is re- 
flected in preparations currently 
being made quietly by the city’s 
police department. Influx of large 
groups of visiting peasants is always 
tough on the authorities, but in this 
case police officials are taking spe- 
cial precautions and have called off 
all vacations. Flatfoots will be on 
call 24 hours a day for the three 
days the Legion is in town. 

Revenue produced by the visiting 
Legionnaires will undoubtedly be 
tremendous. The boys say it will be 
the biggest convention in history. 
Such blowouts, however, 
provide plenty of headaches for the 
hostelry owners. Legion conventions 
because of their size are the ultra 
in mass celebrations, exceeding even 
a college boy’s idea of a jamboree. 
The collegiates, however, are usually 
forgiven on the grounds of imma- 
turity. Legionnaires, who are still 
celebrating their victory over Kaiser 

(Continued on page 57) 


BELLHOPS BROADCAST 
FROM HOTEL LOBBY 


Seattle, July 6. 











Exeter Apartment Hotel is making | 


a double play for patronage through 


its weekly program, by the Four Bell | 
In ad- | 


Boys, colored harmony team. 
dition to listeners it looks to get its 
message to persons accepting the in- 
vitations to visit the hotel’s 
and see the quartet in broadcast ac- 
The program clears over KOL. 

Foursome formerly 
from the KOL siudios. When the 
request for tickets to the broadcast 
heavy the sponsor fell on the 


making the lobby the source of the 
Friday evening airing. 


always | 


lobby | 


originated | 


ASCAP-A.F. OF M, 
BECOME ALLIES 


See Campaign to Obliterate 


Ultimately Turning 
Against Union Musicians 


PLOT CAMPAIGN 








American Society 
Authors and Publishers ob- 
tained the active support of the 
American Federation of Musicians in 
the fight against the legislative at- 


of Composers, 
has 


tacks by broadcasters and other 
users. Joseph N. Weber, A.F.M. 
prez, is personally cooperating 


with E. C. Mills, of the Society, in 
laying the lines for a ‘Music Front’ 
joint campaign to stave off further 
anti-ASCAP legislation among the 
states, and also effect invalidation 
of such measures already on the 
books. 

Weber has stepped into the situa- 
tion with the sanction of the Fed- 
eration as a whole. During the re- 
cent A.F.M. convention in Louis- 
ville, Weber asked the delegates to 
endorse his proposal to ally the 
Federation on the side of ASCAP 


and carte blanche to do as he saw 
fit was given him unanimously. 
Militant Support 

Weber’s militant support will not 
only be along state lines, but involve 
any attempts made at having anti- 
| ASCAP legislation passed in Con- 
| gress. Weber is of the opinion that 
if the broadcasters and other users 
are successful in their efforts to 
break up the composers and au- 
thors as an organization they will 
next turn their attention toward the 
musicians’ union. 

It is Weber’s belief that the cre- 
ators of music and the interpreters 
of music have a common cause and 
that any restriction of rights to one 
would be a serious blow to the 
other. Weber’s sanction from the 
A.F.M. permits him to draw from the 
| international’s treasury whatever 
| funds that are deemed necessary in 
the pro-ASCAP campaign. 











| REV. JARDINE’S U. S. SPIEL 


Atlantic City, July 6. 

This resort will be the first city 
| to hear the Rev. Robert Anderson 
Jardine in person. He’s the vicar 
whose action in marrying the Duke 
| of Windsor and Mrs. Wallis Warucia 
| Simpson caused such a furore in the 


Performing Rights Society ) 


+ 


| 








| field, Aug. 





T FIGHTS RADIO 








Trenton Leads the Way in Proposals 
To Revive Road Through Guarantees 





Exhibs’ New Alibi 


Minneapolis, July 6. 
The fact that Minneapolis now has 
by far the largest number of night 
clubs in its history is believed by 
local exhibitors to have something 
to do with present poor business. 
In pre-prohibition days there were 
only a handful of niteries. Today 
there are close to 1,000, including 3.2 
beer parlors, most of which offer 
either dancing or entertainment of 
some sort. 


ACCORDIONS, 
NEW MUSIC 
CRAZE 


St. Louis, July 6. 
An accordion craze is sweeping 
the nation; voice training is booming 











and piano and violin studying has| 


fallen off according to report made 
to 35th annual convention of Mis- 
souri Music Teachers’ Assn. here last 
week. Ernest C.. Krohm, pres. of 
assn., said accordion bands are mush- 
rooming up all over town; some have 
as many as 100 members and they 
play jazz and improvise as they go 
along. He likened present rage to 


saxophone craze a few years ago. | 


Under normal conditions Krohn be- 
lieves those playing accordions 
should be studying piano and violin. 

Consensus of opinion of members 
was that radio interferes not so much 
with desire as chance to study. With 
radio blaring from morning until 
late at night the earnest piano and 
violin student can’t even practice 
satisfactorily he said. 


15 HOURS A DAY AS 
M.C.; 60 MINS. TO EAT 


St. Louis, July 6. 
Bobby Roberts, WTMV, East St. 
Louis, m.c. and warbler, is going 
after some sort of a marathon record 
at the Illinois State Fair in Spring- 
14 to 28. Has signed con- 
tract to m.c. a continuous floor show 








| that will run without break from 11 


Church of England. Rev. Jardine 
will speak at the Municipal Audi-| 
torium on Saturday (10), proceeds 


to three resort charities. 


Lt. Owen Cathcart-Jones, of the 
| British navy, retired, is acting as 
'‘advance man’ for the vicar who 


will discuss his connection with the 
Duke’s wedding and reaction in the 
| Anglican Church. 


a.m. to 2 a.m. in Ealks’ Tavern. 
Contract stipulates that Roberts 
gets only one 60 min. recess for 
lunch. 





Air for Oddfellows 


New Orleans, July 6. 
In an effort to build up member- 
ship, the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows has bought time over WWL 
for Friday and Saturday evenings. 
This is first local instance of fra- 
ternal group using radio. 


—-+ 





| 
| 
| 


| 


| New York 





graduate 





What is designed as a many-citied 
plan to encourage bookings of shows 
into stands which have played few 
attractions in the pastseveral years 
will be initiated this summer. Idea 
is for the citizens in the com- 
munities to guarantee shows against 


loss and so far the suggestion to 
contribute has been favorably re- 
ceived. 

Trenton (N. J.) is the first city 


in which the proposition has been 
submitted and leading residents who 
were queried indicated that the town 
is show-hungry. Campaign to raise 
$10,000 as guarantee coin will start 
next Monday (12) when local busi- 
ness men favoring the idea will 
gather at luncheon in the Stacy 
Trent hotel. 

If the campaign 
will be 


is successful, it 
proposed in other cities. 
showmen have been 
asked to participate in the Trenton 
confab, either financially or with 
messages of support. Idea was re- 
vealed by Louis J. Alleman, who 
formerly handled the Playhouse, 
Wilmington, when the duPonis 
principally backed that theatre along 
the lines as now planned. During 
that period the town received at- 


tractions frequently, usually for 
three days. Alleman more recently 
specialized in arranging theatre 


parties in large commercial outfits 
in and around New York. 
Plan would have the guarantee 
fund administered by a trustee se- 
(Continued on page 57) 


THIRD GENERATION OF 
RINGLINGS JOINS UP 


Schenectady, N. Y., July 6. 

Paul Ringling, 17, grandson of Alf 
Ringling, one of the founders of the 
Ringling Brothers Circus, and son of 
Mrs. Aubrey Ringling, widow of 
Richard Ringling and, as such, one- 
third owner of the RB-B&B Shows, 
joined the big top last week as 
time-keeper, with the eventual goal 
of general manager, 

Plans call for Ringling, a recent 
of New York Military 
Academy at Cornwall-on-the-Hud- 
son, to work checker-up job for a 
year. Then he will be promoted to 
ticket seller, and in time, to ase- 
sistant superintendent of the show. 
Ultimately the youngster is expected 
to become head man, a now 








post 


, held by Samuel Gumpertz, his men- 


tor. Ringling’s home is a ranch at 
White Sulphur Springs, Mont. 


Legacy Program Now 


Chicago, July 6. 

Skelly Oil, new member of 
lackett-Sample-Hummert clientele, 
thinking of radio with an adult 
show tagged ‘Court of Missing Heirs.’ 
It’s script show, depicting the many 
true cases of estates which are still 


the 


‘ . . 
seeking for living heirs, 
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ACK FENCE GOSSIP OVER A RADIO 


NETWORK) PAYS FANCY DIVIDENDS 





Air Chatterer’s Top Many Stars in Dough—Fidler’s 


$3,500, Winchell’s $2,500, but Upping to $5,000, 
Parsons’ $2,250—Other Strong Newcomers 


By FRANK SCULLY 
Hollywood, July 6. 
Boys end girls who gossip over the 
mike instead of a back fence make 


more money at it, in several in- 
stances, than the stars they talk 
about. This is the first case on rec- 
ord where taking in washing paid 


better than owning the frocks. 

While top dough eventually will | 
go to Walter Winchell, at present he 
is a grand a week behind Jimmy 
Fidler, who gets $3,500 a week for 
two 15-minute spiels, whereas at this | 
moment Winchell gets a paltry $2,- 
500 for one. But by next September 
Winchell will get $4,000 a week and 
a year later goes to $5,000. 

As an out-and-out film chatterer, 
Fidler’s $3,500 weekly is the creme 
de la creme of the craft. Of this it 
is figured he spends $1,000 a. week 


trying his hand at scripting the Ol- 
sen and Johnson radio program. 

Mark Kelly got around to the air 
waves only recently, having returned 
to sports chatter for the Hearst 
papers, despite the fact that his ‘One 
in a Million’ was a big money pic- 
ture for 20th Century-Fox. 

But none of these is expected to 
give the income tax collector half! 
the trouble Winchell, Fidler and 
Parsons are giving him right now. 


Winchell’s daily ‘Broadway’ col- 
}umn, now manufactured from Fox 
Hills, California, brings $52,000 a 


| year, and he gets $75,000 a. picture 
| at 20th-Fox, so he tops all chatterers 


and many stars on his gross annual 


income. Two more years like 1937 
and he'll have to be cutting him- 
self a private corporation in the 
Bahamas, 


overhead for exclusive tips, etc. Fid- 
ler has frank things to say about 
the pictures he reviews, but ordina- 


rily these are not big productions. He 
is forever harping on the D stories 
that are tied to A stars and turn 


He has a 1 to 4-bell merit system, 


out B pictures to be sold at A prices. NE ‘ STUDIO 


but apparently no demerit system, 
and it has been said of all the pic- 
tures released each week in Holly- 


wood he only reviews two or three | 


and these frequently seem to be 


| 
| 


pretty screwy choices. For instance, | 


his last week’s broadcast reviewed 
‘The Emperor’s Candlesticks’ and 


SITE 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Presence in Hollywood of Barney 





‘Between Two Women,’ though the | Balaban, prez, and Stanton Griffis, 
night before the broadcast the ‘Life | board chairman, of Paramount, re- 
of Emile Zola,’ starring the Academy | vived interest of company executives 
prizewinner, Paul Muni, had been | in project to build a new studio. In 
previewed in Hollywood only a few | any event, if new studio is not agreed 


blocks away from where Fidler goes 
on the air. 

A step below Winchell and Fidler, 
but closing up, is Louella Parsons, 
who chats about the stars for bigger 


dough than many of the stars she | © 
‘Hollywood | !iam_ LeBaron, 


chats about on the 


upon, prompt and considerable ex- 
pansion of existing production facil- 
ities is said to be imperative. 
Probt!em is under consideration in 
huddles of visiting corporation offi- 
cials with Adolph Zukor and Wil- 
studio executives. 


Hotel’ program. For a long while | Presént studio offers no chance for 
Miss Parsons’ take was $1,500 a | €XPansion, abutting on Radio studio 
week, but it has been stepped up to | 0" one side and streets elsewhere. 
$2,250. The stars who share the pro- | Several ranches and tracts adjacent 
gram with her get none of this, but | 0 Los Angeles are reported under 
Universal Service, the Hearst syn- | Consideration for purchase, among 
dicate she works New Faces in for | them the present site of Rancho 


% of the take. 


Among the younger element there 
are several surprisingly good chat- 


terers, but. they do it in the main for | 


the L. A. Times, whose husband also 


Country Club across Pico boulevard 
| from 20th-Fox, but this land is in 
| litigation. 





cakes and coffee. Elza Schallert, of | MG’S $200,000 ‘WOMEN’ 


has a small, local broadcast, has a 
national sustainer in her own right. 
It is chiefly devoted to interviewing 
stars. It’s up and down, depending 
on how good the stars are. 

George Fischer, who is being sus- 
tained by the Mutual network on a 
coast-to-coast hookup at $400 week- 
ly, has a vigor and assurance which 
many of the better-priced stars of 
the Sieve Circuit lack. He introduced 


Eddie Cantor at the opening of ‘Wee | 


Willie Winkie’ when Cantor shilla- 
bered for the Shirley Temple pre- 
view in Hollywood. Fischer did such 


a good job of it that Cantor had a /| 
hard time holding his own after that. | 


Another of the surprising young-. 


sters as an air chatterer is Lloyd 
Pantages. While his ‘I Cover Holly- 
wood’ column in the Hearst string 
was considered lightweight, his air 
delivery is right up there with the 
best. He does a sort of ‘March of 
Time’ of the films for Krank’s Cold 
Cream. The program is heard only 


on the West Coast and is worth $200) 


a week to Pantages, but it should 
pick up. 

Ordinarily one of the best spielers, 
especially at de luxe previews, is 
Frank Whitbeck, who isn’t a radio 
chatterer at all, but MGM’s adver- 
tising manager at the Culver City 
studio, He did a notably fine job 
at the opening of ‘The Good Earth, 
and other openings since have been 
judged by the standard he set that 
night. Also among those who are 
doing it for love, and what sponsors 
might hear them, are Mark Kelly 
and Leonard Levinson. 

Levinson did some chatter on the 
stars between rounds of the fights 
at the Hollywood Legion stadium. 
and showed a quality, delivery and 
knowledge of picture stars that went 
over big with those who like to hear 
about picture stars between rounds 


of prizefights. Recently, he has been, 





Hollywood, July 6. 

Metro has placed ‘Between Two 
Women’ in A classification. The film, 
|}one of the first made under Joe 
|Cohn's supervision, cost less than 
$200,000, but initial reports prompted 
the company to up its rating. 

Franchot Tone, Maureen O’Sulli- 
van and Virginia Bruce head the 
cast of ‘Women,’ originally called 
‘General Hospital.’ 





Shumate’s Prod. Bow 


Hollywood, July 6. 
‘Fools in Paradise,’ starting at Re- 
public tomorrow (Wed), marks the 
producer debut of Harold Shumate. 
Hamilton Macfadden, who directed 
‘Love Ahoy,’ was re-signed for ‘Par- 
adise.’ 


PIC GETS “A’ RATING 





| HENIGSON SIGNS COL. 


PACT AS A PRODUCER 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Henry Henigson 





signed one-year 
contract at Columbia today (Tues.). 
Deal calls for Henigson to produce 
group of pictures and also function in 
an executive capacity. 

‘In case Columbia. will make pic- 
tures in England, Henigson will be 
sent abroad to handle the produc- 
tions. 


2 More Bernie-Winchell 
Films for 20th by Xmas 


Planning to make two more Ben 
Bernie-Walter Winchell: pictures by 
Christmas instead of one, Darryl 
Zanuck has notified Bernie his pro- 
posed vacation at Saratoga Springs, 
where he has taken a house for the 
August racing season, will have to 
be cut short. Zanuck wants him on 
the Coast Aug. 20, together with 
others who will go into the first 
B-W picture to be made, ‘Love and 
Hisses.’ 

Twentieth-Fox producing head has 
also summoned Simone Simon back 
from France. She will sail today 
(Wed) for the states to prepare for 
the femme lead in ‘Love and Hisses.’ 
Strong grossing of ‘Wake Up and 
Live’ prompted this move. 


Kraike Story Ed at Col. 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Michael Kraike started a term as 
Columbia’s story editor. 
He formerly was in RKO’s New 
York story department. 














U’s 4 in Work 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Universal is shoving off four fea- 
ture films this week and closing out 
‘Radio Patrol,’ serial, today (Tues.) 
Those getting the go signal are 
‘Behind the Mike,’ ‘Carnival Queen,’ 
‘Adventure’s End’ and ‘Merry-Go- 
Round of 1938.’ 


SAILINGS 


July 14 (New York to London), 
Louis B. Mayer, Howard Strickling, 
Benny Thau, John Zanft (Norman- 
die). 

July 10 (New York to Honolulu) 
Ethel Shutta (Lurline). 

July 9 (New York to London), 
Sally Eilers, Harry Joe Brown (lle 
de France). 

July 9 (New York to Copenhagen), 





Mr. and Mrs. O. M. Samuel (St. 
Louis). 
July 7 (New York to London), 


Louis Heyward (Queen Mary). 

July 7 (London to New York), 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Gordon, Sol Sha- 
piro, William Goetz, Jeff Dickson, 
Anna Neaole, Simone Simon, Anna 
May Wong, Peter Witt, Joe Jackson, 
Oliver Wakefield, George Rigaud, 
Rosa Stradner, Walter Damrosch 
(Normandie). 

June 30 (North Cape cruise), 
Tyree Dillard, Jr. (Kungsholm). 








June 30 (New York to Bermuda), 
| John Fislliday, Eddie Heyman 
(Queen of Bermuda). 








— 


Radio Film Broadcasts = 


‘Between Two Women’ 

It seems likely that the air version of this new Metro release will retara 
it at the b.o, On the ‘Hollywood Hotel’ (Campbell Soups) program over 
CBS Friday (2), Franchot Tone, Maureen O’Sullivan and Virginia Bruce, 
topliners from the film cast, repeated their roles at the behest of Louella 
Parsons. 

‘Between Two Women’ gave the impression that it had an abundance of 
action and plot-maneuverings in its screen script. These are not only not 
realized in the copy prepared for the ozone, but so butchered that it al- 
most left the listeners bewildered, 

The film story is located in a hosp. (The pic’s first-chosen title was 
‘General Hospital’). A great deal of the 25 mins. the air excerpt con- 
sumed was devoted to establishing the atmosphere. A commendable effort 
was made to imbue the listeners with the emotional intensity and dra- 
matic atmosphere inherent in hospitals, but when the dice rolled out for 
perusal they were snake-eyes. 

The story deals with a young surgeon and his romance with an heiress 
and a nurse. It spans some years, and he jumps back and forth in his 
affections till it became hard over the ozone to know, at any given moment. 
just where he was. Too much crowding of details and story twists cannot 
be crammed into too short a time if clarity and even pace are to be main- 
tained. 

The choppy and largely incoherent radio version of the film could not 
possibly help it at the b.o. Even the acting was harassed. 

Franchot Tone made his debut on ‘Hollywood Hotel.’ Misses O’Sullivan 
and Bruce were encoring. 

The best policy for ‘Hotel’ is to air as many film musicals as program 
can secure. Those are always much more entertaining in compressed edi- 
tions, since their stories are secondary and bereft of foot-by-foot drama. 


Metro's $25,000-a-Week Own Air 
Show Will Await Mayer's Return 


IN SHORT, THE 
ROCKETTES (48) 
WOWED "EM 





Wednesday, July 7, 1937 














Hollywood, July 6. 

The Metro deal with radio, 
through which the studio would 
build programs with its players and 
peddle shows in a package to spon- 
sors for a network spread, will be 
held in abeyance until the return 
here in early September of Louis B. 
Mayer. The Metro chief sails from 
N. Y., July 14, to get company’s 
British production underway. 


Nick Sch» “« will meet Mayer on 
aaa his return plot the program lay- 
outs. Several national advertisers 


Paris, July 6. 

The Rockettes, line of 48 girls 
from the Radio City Music Hall, 
N. Y., wowed ’em at the Paris Expo’s 
International Gala de la Danse at 
their opening Friday (2). 

On the bill with such local faves | 
at the Monte Carlo ballet, 


Lifar and the ballet from the Penis | SCHENCK TO N.  § BUT 
Opera, the Rockettes snagged the NOT GOING ABRO AD 


warmest reception on the program. 
Hollywood, July 6. 


Especially forte was their ‘On 
Business here has scotched plans 


are interested in the Metro idea. 
Company proposes to peddle its 
packaged programs for $25,000 week- 
ly on the basis of minimum 13-week 
runs. 

j 




















L. A. 














the film version. The idea is to 


In the sticks, Wilk points out, 
ample, may not mean anything. 


upon the populace. 
out with the picture version, plus 


to have further stimulating 


companies. 





interest during the transition from the play’s Broad- 
way production until ultimately filmed. 

‘Tovarich,’ for ex- | 
But after the film- 
selling methods are injected into the road companies 
playing the sticks, the title will be duly impressed | 
And then, when Warners comes 


and Charles Boyer in the pop spots, that’s bound 
b.o., 
who'd seen the legit version, plus the regular pic- 

ture fans who didn’t see any of the traveling road | 


Angles on WB's Film-Legit Bally 


Amplifying on the Warner Br 
for Broadway plays, Jacob Wilk of the WB pix-legit 
department observes that it’s logical that if more | 
people see the play original more will want to see 


os.” ballyhoo idea | 


spread and retain | 


play. 
Claudette Colbert 
both 


for those 


hits owned by the Warners, such as Charles Wash- 
burn and Phyllis Perlman, now observe that for 
the first time an advance agent for a traveling legit 
|; show will really have to go to work along film- 
selling lines in order to ballyhoo a traveling troupe. 

WB ballyhoo is comprehensive. 
running trailers in film theatres heralding the ad- 
vent of any touring legit company. 
of play excerpts, plus personal microphoning by the 
legit cast’s prominents, will also be tied in, 
similar manner, to hypo interest in the traveling 


Because films are a 52-week proposition, almost 
any key city newspaper is more amenable to co- 
operating with picture interests on any tieup. Thus, 
when a film company manifests interest in a travel-. 
ing legit, the extra drag with the local dailies is } 
| expected to interpret itself into builder-uppering for 
Legit exploiteers now handling current Broadway | the touring legit, for beyond the usual scope. 


It will embrace 
Disk versions 


Minister of Commerce Chapsal and 
tomorrow (Wed.) for New York, and 
tility with four diversified routines, 
sell Markert and Gene Snyder, per- Fredric Mathis, Mr. and Mrs. 
City Music Hall, was warmly con-| ‘,+i9 Giannini, Mary Rogers, Sofia 
only the chief attraction at the 
Frank Albertson. 
ing the town. 
M. J. Siegel. 
Geoffrey Shurlock, assistant to 
He will bring eastern office up to 
William Boehnel. 
Aaron Copeland. 
Howard Dietz. 
Julie Hayden. 
Al. Lichtman. 
in a 
Daniel T. O’Shea. 
Walter Seltzer. 


Parade’ number. 
The audience at the premiere, 
of Joseph M. Schenck for a trip 
abroad this summer, 
other cabinet ministers. Expo Com- 
missioner Labbe, after seeing the 
will return after a 10-day sojourn 
in the east. 
shouted ‘formidable,’ ‘bravo.’ etc. 
At the end of the show Labbe 
sonally thanking them in the name Mark Sandrich, Leon Leonidoff, 
of the Expo for bringing over the | pict Ansermet, Pierre Sandrini, 
gratulated on all sides, seated in| National Theatre Dramatic Group, 
the prominent visitors’ box. | Jim Wittereid. 
Expo, but the entire town is trying | 
to lionize them. They have been run 
| Phil Baker. 
| Harry M. Goetz. 
Harry Sosnik. 
Joseph I. Breen, of the Will Hays 
office here, is in New York for four- | 
L. A. to 
date on code activities pertaining to 
the Coast and will familiarize him- Pat Casey. 
Jack Cohn. 
Regina Crewe. 
Herb Cruikshank. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr, 
Lew Golder. 
A. W. Hobler. 
Thelma Leeds. 
Hugh Marlow. 
Louis B. Mayer. 
Paul de Outo. 
Parkyakarkas. 
Howard Strickling. 
Benny Thau., 








numbering close to 8,000, contained 

Schenck pulls out of Hollywood 
Rockettes demonstrate their versa- 
went backstage to congratulate Rus- ARRIVALS 
girls. Gus Eyssell, official of Radio Jacques Charles, Doris Doe, Vit- 

The Rockettes have become not | 
N. Y. to 
ragged attending receptions and see- 
easeune | Nat Kalcheim. 

Shurlock’s Good-Willing 
week Siay. 

Barney Balaban. 
self with h.o. activities. 

Robert Coote. 

Owen Davis, Jr. 

Stanton Griffis, 

Charles Lessing. 

Johnny O'Connor. 

Joseph M. Schenck. 

John Zanft. 


Mies atch, 2 
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Dickering Settlements in Suits 


By 77b Trustee 


+ 





Paramount stands to get several 
millions out of setting its long de- 
Jayed suits started under the 77b 
regime of the trustees against for- 
mer officers and directors of the 
company, and which suits are still 
pending in N. Y¥. supreme court. 
This is the home office estimate of 
the situation with the revelation 
that Root, Clark, Buckner & Balian- 
tine, counsel to the former trustees 
and still in charge of the hangover 
litigation, are considering such an 
out-of-court settlement. 

The suits are an outgrowth of the 
old-time bonus and stock purchase 
plans of the firm. Adolph Zukor, 
Austin Keough, Jesse L. Lasky, Sam 
Katz and certain members of Kuhn, 
Loeb and the Hallgarten Co. are 
among other co-defendants in the 
suits. 

Presumably were such a settle- 
ment negotiated the various de- 
fendants in the litigation would set- 
tle upon_ individually agreed 
amounts. There is no indication on 
how far the proposed settlement has 
gone. These suits were figured for 
trial this fall. 


Mayer En Route 


To inaugurate MG 
London Production 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Louis B. Mayer leaves Thursday 
(8) for New York, and sails July 14 
aboard the Normandie for London 
to inaugurate British production for 
Metro. 


Accompanying Mayer are Benny 
Thau, Howard Strickling and John 
Zanft, the agent. Michael Balcon 
will remain in Hollywood until 
scripts for the London _ shooting 
schedules, carded to commence on 
Aug. 15, are completed by writers 
here. 

The first picture Metro will make 
abroad will be ‘Yank at Oxford,’ di- 
rected by Jack Conway, with Balcon 
supervising on the scene. Robert 
Taylor and Maureen O’Sullivan will 
be the only American players in the 
cast. 


Mayer will return about Aug. 20, 
after seeing ‘Yank’ off to a shooting 
start. 


WM. FOX ‘SALTED AWAY’ 
$23,000,000 — TRUSTEE 


Philadelphia, July 6. 
Hiram Steelman, trustee in bank- 
ruptcy for William Fox, asserted in 
federal court in Camden, Friday (2) 
that Fox ‘salted away’ more than 
$23,000,000 in a ‘family corporation,’ 


headed by his wife and two daugh- 
ters. 


Then, Steelman said, he went in 
bankruptcy in 1936, listing assets of 
$1,590,000 and debts of $9,500,000. 
Trustee asks that funds of the 
family’ firm, All-Continent Corp., be 
tied up by a federal injunction so 


they may be used to meet Fox's lia- 
bilities, 

















Crawford’s Filmusical 


Prods. Via GN or Col. 


Bobby Crawford is now in New 
ork negotiating for coin with which 
to produce musicals. Besides the 
deal which has been pending with 
rand National for several months, 
Crawford also now has one in work 
With Columbia. 

Both deais are for releasing the 
Crawford musicals, if and when. 





s Vs. Par’s Officers 


Bickley’s RKO Pix Test 


Tony Bickley, Broadway legit 
player, is being screen-tested in 
RKO’s ‘Annapolis Salute,’ now be- 
fore the cameras at the U. S. Naval 
Academy, 

Miriam Howell, of the Leland 
Hayward office, set Bickley in a 
small part in the pic. RKO has an 
option on him and will lift it if he 
looks to have the goods. Bob Sisk is 
producing and Christy Cabanne 
directing. 


PAR SERIOUS 
ABOUT THAT 
BUDGET 











Hollywood, July 6. 

Budgets for the forthcoming sea- 
son are getting the careful consider- 
ation of Barney Balaban, prez, and 
Stanton Griffis, board chairman at 
Paramount studio. Objective of the 
eastern execs, in conference with 
Adolph Zukor and William Le Baron, 
is to make certain that budgets once 
decided on shall not be hiked after 
production starts. 

Both Balaban and Griffis are said 
to feel strongly that production over- 
head is too high and must be slashed. 





PAR’S BUDGET-STYMIED 


‘BARRIER’ GETS GOING 


Hollywood, July 6. 

‘The Barrier,’ Paramount produc- 
tion, finally pulls out for location 
shooting today (Tuesday) after being 
tied up by budget trouble. Company 
shaved off $87,000 on the budget 
which Harry Sherman was originally 
allotted for the filming, since ‘Bar- 
rier’ was planned before the labor 
wage increase. When Sherman 
requisitioned for additional money 
he was nixed, Par telling him to 
either start shooting or suspend pro- 
duction. 

Sherman finally made the agree- 
ment to put up $15,000 out of his 
own resources for the increased pro- 
duction costs. 

‘Barrier’ will be shot at Mt. Baker, 
Washington, with the possibility that 
Edward Luby, director who has been 
on the payroll for 10 weeks at $1,500 
per, will withdraw in favor of Les 
Selander. 

The cast, which will be on location 
for at least 20 days, is topped by Leo 
Carrillo, Otto Kruger, Jean Parker, 
Jimmy Ellison, Robert Barrat, Sara 
Hayden, J. M. Kerrigan and Andy 
Clyde. Sherman and his eastern rep- 
resentative, Jack Tropp, will accom- 
pany the troupe to Mt. Baker. 








Rep’s ‘Lone Ranger’ 





Republic, which went to the air 
for ‘Hit Parade,’ picture of that name 
having just recently gone on relzase, 
has made another radio aquisition 
Company has purchased the rights 
to the ‘Lone Ranger’ serial program 
and will utilize material in making 
a 15-episode serial for the 1937-38 
season, 

Program, on the air during the 
daytime, is 4% years old and has a 
large following, according to Cross- 
ley ratings. 





Hollywood, July 6. 

Grand National spotted Phyllis 
Barry in the femme lead of ‘Ren- 
frew of the Mounted,’ opposite 
Jimmy Newell. Al Herman will pro- 
duce and direct the picture, first of 
four based on the adventures of the 
ether mountie. 


ei 
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PROTECTION Va, 
UPPED RENTALS 


Long Product Deals Would 








Circumvent Constantly | 
Advancing % Pix De-| 
mands — Studios Putting | 
Pressure on Their Distri-| 
bution Depts. | 





FILMS’ MOUNTING COSTS 


In ‘an effort to protect themselves | 
against increasing film rentals, now 
that all distributors are planning to 
materially boost terms on the com- | 
ing season’s (1937-38) product, ex- 


hibitors and chain buyers will strive | 
to make five-year deals this summer 
and fall when negotiating contracts. | 
Because of the fact that there is a | 
tendency to try to increase rentals | 
every year, buyers are willing to 
gamble blind on product of the com- | 
panies they are dealing with as far | 
ahead as five seasons, but, if unable | 
to land five-year franchises, would 
sign up for three as a compromise. 
In the buyer’s camp it is promised 
that strong resistance may be ex- 
pected to the rentals that will be 
demanded this season, highest in the 
history of the business and, under 
percentage dating, topping the 
brackets of 1929. It is declared that 
since most film deals are based on 
compromises, it may be that if five- 
year franchises cannot be obtained 
under suitable terms, the wrestle 
with the distributors might result in 
distributors yielding in other ways. | 
For example, where a distributor is | 
asking as high as 40% on top bracket | 
pictures, the number could be re-| 
duced at this stiff figure cr a cut ob- 
tained on those which will call for 
flat rentals. 
Will Settle for 3 Years 
Buyers want the five-year agree- 
ments, and in isolated instances in 
the past have been able to obtain 
them, but it is realized that if the 
distributors will not tie themselves 
up on supply of product for this | 
long, at terms to be set now, the 
chances may be good that three-year 
deals can be obtained. Situation is 
not unlike that of the tenant, in 
apartment buildings or elsewhere, 
who may be willing to gamble on 
conditions several years hence but 
has difficulties getting landlords to 
go for long-term leases because of | 
the landlords’ perennial hope that | 
two and three years from now in- | 
creased rentals may be obtained. 
With the distributors, rental terms | 
are being scheduled to meet the in- | 
tense pressure on sales departments | 
| 
| 














that is now coming from the studios. 
The producers, because of increased 
film-making costs, are in no uncer- 
tain terms making demands for more 
rental from everyone. These Ge- | 
mands featured almost all sales con- | 
vention sessions the past two months. | 

As result, distributors are setting | 
up terms that will jump the higher- 
bracket percentage pictures to 40% 
in most cases, with some companies 
that are themselves highly en- 
thusiastic about their product, pos- 
sibly trying to get 45% on a few 
pictures. Still others, especially 
pictures which are first roadshown, 
are expected to bring demands for 
50%. 

What distinguishes this season’s 
demands, aside from an increase in 


1937-38 all distributors are placing | 
more pictures in the higher 40% | 
group, leaving fewer for the inter- | 
mediate and lower brackets. 

It is also expected that along with | 
the increase in the percentage brack- | 
ets, probably placing the lowest | 
group at 25% of the gross, the dis- | 
tributors will try to get higher terms | 
on the pictures sold on a flat basis. | 
Buyers take the view even if they 
can’t reduce the 40% terms on the 
top pictures, or cut the number of | 
films placed in this No. 1 group, | 
then there will have to be a distinct | 
compromise somewhere else along | 
the line, even if distribs are willing | 

(Continued on page 27) 








YEAR PLAN 


Odlum and Robt. Lehman to Coast 
For RKO Exec Huddles as Co. Looks 
Set to Emerge From Its 7B Situash 





Fabrique Photogenique 
Hollywood, July 6. 

At the Pickford-Rogers wed- 

ding scribes were handed out 


press releases with ‘TR’ and 
‘W.D.” (‘trousseau’ and ‘wed- 
ding-dress’) written in pencil 


on the margin 

P. A. Mark Larkin explained 
it was because there had been 
a switch in costumes, and dress 
described as what Miss Pick- 
ford wore at wedding had been 
relegated to her trousseau and 
a dress later described as part 
of her trousseau had really 
been her wedding dress. 

Switch was occasioned in the 
tryouts Larkin said, ‘because 
the other dress didn’t photo- 
graph well.’ 


LONDON’S OWN 
RADIO CITY 
UP AGAIN 


London, July 6. 
A promotion to build something 


akin to Radio City Music Hall in 
New York, which seats 6,000, is be- 
ing made by Oscar Deutsch and ‘City’ 
financiers, including Philip Hill, 
head of Beecham’s Trust, and Joseph 
M. Schenck, chairman of the board 


of 20th-Fox. 

House will take in the Lyceum 
theatre in the Strand, which is being 
purchased from Melville’s, with sur- 
rounding property including Strand 
frontage, and will have a symphony 
orchestra and massive stage shows. 

Understood that the promotion js 
the real reason for Charles Coch- 
ran’s New York and Hollywood trip, 
and that he is now conferring with 
Schenck on the entire scheme. Coch- 
ran, it is reported, will be in charge 
of the stage shows. 

Scheme involves $10,000,000, with 
bulk of the money said to be avail- 
able. 

















Theatres Now Held 


Responsible in ‘Letty 


Lynton’ Piagiarism 





Exhibitors all over are gravely 
concerned as result of the order 
han@ed down Friday (2) by U. S. 
District Court Judge Robert P. Pat- 
terson in N. Y., who directed the 
appointment of a referee to’ deter- 
mine infringement damages against 
the Moredall Realty Corp., owners of 
the Capitol theatre, N. Y. Judge 
Patterson’s order followed the de- 
cision of the Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals that Metro’s hit picture, ‘Letty 
Lynton,’ was an infringement on the 
stage play, ‘Dishonored Lady,’ au- 


| thored by Edward Sheldon and Mrs. 
| the percentage brackets, is that for | 


Margeret Ayer Barnes. 

The original action, directed 
against Metro, was dismissed in the 
lower court. On appeal the Circuit 
Court reversed the decision and re- 
ferred it back to the district court 
for the appointment of a referee to 
make an accounting of profits and 
determine damages. A referee js 
engaged checking on this matter as 
regards Metro. Moredall, as owner 
of the exhibiting theatre, was 
brought in as defendant in a separate 
action. In view of the higher court’s 
ruling in the Metro case, Judge Pat- 
terson on Friday formally ordered 
similar action to determine 
amount due Sheidon 
Barnes. 


and Mrs. 








the | 
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Hollywood, July 6. 

Topflight chieftains of the Atlas 
Corp. and the Lehman Corp., con- 
trolling owners of RKO, are coming 
here for business discussions with 
Leo Spitz, president of RKO, and 
Briskin, vice-president in 
charge of production. The eastern 
group is understood to include Floyd 
Odlum, president of Atlas, 
Robert Lehman, of the 


Sam 


and 
head Leh- 
man Bros.. firm. 

Their visit at this time in inter- 
preted as being preparatory to the 
company’s emergence from its 77b 
situation, 

Trade interest regarding RKO’s 
pending reorganization plan centres 
on whether special master George 
W. Alger will make recommenda- 


tions to alter the proposed settle- 
ment of the Rockefeller Center 
claim, as under the plan. Whether 


such an eventuality retards the com- 
pany’s chances of an early reorgan- 


ization depends as much on the 
Rockefeller attitude as anything 
else. 


No conjecture regarding this pos- 
sibility is applicable at this time. 

Were no substantial alterations to 
be recommended and were Alger to 
make his report shortly following 
the late August allowances, for fac- 
tions in the situation to submit 
briefs, there is a chance that RKO’s 
reorganization may be had by the 
first of the year. Formal hearings 
before Alger were concluded last 
week. 

Without reasserting 
and familiar angles 
Rockefeller Center situation, there 
is logical business reasons for the 
trade’s concern about what the spe- 
cial master may say in regard to 
the R.C. claim of $9,000,000 and its 
proposed settlement basis. 

All classes of creditors stand a 


(Continued on page 63) 
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bivdly Trading Keeps Name Players 
On Move; Studio Heads Like Idea; 
Loanout Prolongs Stars’ B.0. Worth 





Hollywood, July 6. 
Picture biz, unique in many ways, | 
has gone so heavily overboard on 
borrowing and lending topnotch 
stars that this has come to be cus-| 


tomary practice instead of anything | 
unusual, and policy promises to be- | 
come 


more and general as 
benefits evidence themselves. 


more 


Formerly a star was always known 
by his or her studio handle. Not} 
any more. Outside of Metro, there | 
is hardly a major lot that can cast 
a big picture from its own roster of 
contract players. Situation has 
many interesting angles, not the 
least of which is the fact that many 
stars have left their home lots to 
score their biggest successes and re- 
turned as stronger draws than when | 
they departed on loan. 

Another unusual angle lies in the} 
fact that money is not considered an | 
important bargaining detail of these | 
star deals. First question a fellow | 
asks when approached for the use | 
of a name player is not ‘How much 
will you pay?’ but, ‘What have you 
got to trade?’ 

Studio will sometimes be caught 
short on star material as was the 
case when Universal desired Carole 
Lombard for ‘My Man Godfrey.’ 
Miss Lombard was not so keen for 
the deal and interposed numerous 
demands, all of which Universal 
met. Film turned out to be her big- 
gest success, sent her price sky- 
rocketing, and landed her in an en- 
vied spot as a comedienne with a 
per picture price said to be $150,000. 
She now has two-picture contracts 





each with Paramount, Selznick In-! 


ternational and RKO-Radio. 
Okay All Around 





Trades are in the air involving 


{| ‘Saturday’s Heroes.’ 





? Grid Gravy 





Hollywood, July 6. 

Studios are handing gridiron 
greats a break this summer. 
Warners signed the entire 1937 
football squad of the University 
of Southern California for 
‘Block That Kick,’ while Radio 
has pacted a dozen players for 














Mischa Auer, Charles Winninger and 
a number of other U contractees. 
Probably the briskest borrower in 
the last year has been 20th-Fox. 
They’ve temporarily had Robert 
Taylor, Barbara Stanwyck (Banjo 
on My Knee’.and ‘This Is My Af- 
air’), Claudette Colbert (‘Under Two 


| Flags’), Dick Powell (‘On the} 
Avenue’), Myrna Loy (‘To Mary— 
With Love’), Madeleine Carroll 


(‘Lloyds of London’), Wallace Beery 
(‘Slave Ship’), and James Stewart 
(‘Seventh Heaven’). Beery was bor- 


rowed under a set deal. At the same 


time, studio has been scarcely less 
prolific in its loans, letting Roy Del 
Ruth go to Metro to direct ‘Rosalie,’ 
and parting for the time with 
Warner Baxter, Loretta Young, Don 
Ameche, Arline Judge, Claire Trevor 
and Rochelle Hudson. 
was set for a loan to U for Buddy 


DeSylva’s ‘Merry-Go-Round of 1938’ 
but Jean Harlow’s death offed the 


deal and she was held to fill the 
Harlow role in ‘In Old Chicago.’ 
The Talent Pay Off 

William LeBaron, Paramount pro- 
duction executive, figures’ that 
‘Hollywood loans pay the greatest 
dividend in history if the collateral 
is talent.’ 

He cites the cases of Miss Lom- 
bard and Frances Farmer for start- 
ers. Topnotch players, he says, are 
clamoring not for contracts but for 
independence. They like to pick 
their stories. Miss Farmer was a 
run-of-the-mill player when Samuel 
Goldwyn got her for ‘Come and 
Get It,’ which put her on top. Para- 
mount allowed Gertrude Michael’s 
contract to lapse and she went to 
RKO. Meanwhile Miss Michael's 





Growing policy of borrowing and 
lending is gaining popularity be- 
cause it strikes favorable reaction 
in both producers and the stars 
themselves. 

There’s a two-edged reason for 
that condition too, 

Stars, one and all, are hot for 
class A stories and no studio has a 
monopoly on stories. One is as like- 
ly as another to stumble on a pearl 
of great value, if not price, and this 
is always happening. Stars figure, 
and rightly, that if they do all their 
work for one studio they are bound 
to pick up some palookas, and that 
happens, too. 

Studios on the other hand, com- 
mitted to handing heavy coin to 
stars, like to shake some of that 
overhead when feasible and pass it 
around at juicy overcharges. 

Too, experience has shown that 
the fans like different star combos 
and will flock to a picture that dis- 
plays two or three prime favorites 
from different studios. Metro has 
been in a position to dish up varie- 
gated star fare more than most 
others because of having more name 
players tied up than any of their 
rivals. Thus in the course of a sea- 
son the trade will see Clark Gable, 
Greta Garbo, Myrna Loy, William 
Powell, Joan Crawford, Franchot 
Tone, Robert Montgomery, Lionel 
Barrymore, Wallace Beery, Robert 
Taylor, Spencer Tracy and others 
cast in a number of cominations that 
add spice to the film victuals served 
up to the fans. 

Three Better Than One 

As one Universal executive, put it, 
‘Three studios can do better than 
One for a star.’ Citing the instances 
of Carole Lombard, Irene Dunne and 
Robert Taylor, he pointed out that 
each of the trio did a loanout picture 
for U that greatly enhanced their 
value. Taylor and Miss Dunne in 
‘Magnificent Obsession’ set the pace 
that Taylor was to follow later on 
at his own studio, Metro. 

‘Stars can get better stories by 
moving around,’ he added. ‘If Para- 
mount or Metro contracts to put a 
star in half a dozen pictures a year 
it’s hard to get that many 
ones. 

“We at Universal are strong for the 
trading system. It is necessary for 
the lifeblood of the industry. It 
tends to break down any tendency 
toward monopoly. Especially is it an 
asset to the newer stars who need 
the assistance of fine pictures to get 
them set with the public.’ 

Universal has strengthened its star 
position in the last year and now is 
in a better spot to make deals than 
formerly. Deanna Durbin, who sky- 
rocketed with ‘Three Smart Girls,’ 
may soon be seen off the home Jot. 


good | 


‘Sophie Lang’ character clicked and 
when the studio wanted her back 
they got her at hiked price. 

Studios are constantly on the look- 
out for promising talent, Le Baron 
pointed out. Thus Paramount cast 
Shirley Ross, a comparative un- 


and used her in one picture. Rushes 
showed they had the makings of a 
featured player so before the film 
was released Paramount had her 
under contract. 

Paramount’s ‘Litthe Miss Marker’ 
put Shirley Temple over and since 
then she has coined plenty of profit 
for 20th-Fox. Clark Gable was in a 
lull period when Columbia co- 
starred him with Claudette Colbert 
in ‘It Happened One Night.’ Both 
have been going places since and to- 
day Miss Colbert has contractual ties 
with Columbia, Paramount, Warners 
and Radio. 

Columbia also took up Grace 
Moore after she had set no box office 
rivers afire with Metro and turned 
out ‘One Night of Love’ with her. 
Terrific audience reaction gave Miss 
Moore momentum to join the top 
layer of draws. Columbia takes 
credit also for proving up Irene 
| Dunne as a comedienne in “Theodora 





Goes Wild’ and did much for Gary 
| Cooper with ‘Mr. Deeds Goes to 
Town.’ . 


Passing ’Em Around 
Prolific star borrowers have been 
/and are Samuel Gvuidwyn, David O. 
| Selznick and Walter Wanger. Wan- 
ger also is a lender par excellence, 
having some strong b.o. ‘bets’ of the 
biz under his contractual wing. 

Goldwyn has time and again paid 
through the nose for the personali- 
ties he wanted. He has some aces in 
the hole for trading purposes in Joel 
McCrea, Miriam Hopkins, Walter 
Brennan and others. Miss Hopkins 
makes more films elsewhere than on 
| the home lot. For ‘The Hurricane,’ 
| now shooting, Goldwyn borrowed 
| Dorothy Lamour from Paramount, 
|C. Aubrey Smith from _ Selznick, 
Mary Astor from Columbia. Walter 
Brennan, Goldwyn character player, 
never had an idle moment. 

Selznick, in his few screen contr!- 
| butions, has used such top box of- 
| fice personalities as Fredric March, 
Janet Gaynor, Freddie Bartholomew, 
Dolores Costello Barrymore, Mar- 
lene Dietrich and Charles Boyer. 
Dietrich is reputed to have cost Selz- 
nick $300,000 for ‘The Garden of 
Allah,’ and Boyer $90,000 for the 
same film. 

Besides the dickers for the biggest 
names, there is a tremendous lot of 








interchanging going on all the time 
(Continued on page 63) 


Alice Faye | 


known from Metro’s stock roster, | 


MUNTS EXITER 
WARNER WORRY 


Hollywood, July 6. 
mulling whether to 
‘Panama Canal’ temporarily 





| Warners is 
| shelve 





| 
| 


land select another for Paul Muni’s | 


|bow-out under his term deal which 
has one more to go. 

Player is understood to be averse 
|to signing again, preferring to free- 
| lance and make only such stories as 
he likes. 


‘MARION DAVIES HEADS 
RELIEF FUND STH YR. 


Hollywood, July 6. 

Marion Davies was reelected presi- 
|dent of the Motion Picture Relief 
| Fund at the annual meeting of 
| members June 29 for the fifth suc- 
| cessive time. 
| Joseph M. Schenck was elected to 
ithe board of trustees for a three- 
year term. Trustees reelected for 
three years are: Richard Barthel- 
mess, Joe E. Brown, Frank Craven, 
Marion Davies, Cecil B. DeMille, 
William Randolph Hearst, Janet 
Gaynor, Carl Laemmle, Fredric 
March. 

Receipts during 1936 totaled $158,- 
| 551 and disbursements $160,523. In- 
|come came from direct contributions 
jand from members of the motion 
picture industry who contribute *%% 
|of their earnings. 
| Statistics for the year showed that 
\aid was distributed to 3,967 cases 
|involving 9,242 individuals. This 
| succor was apportioned as follows: 
| 1. Illness, including hospitaliza- 
tion, sanitariums, rest homes, etc. 

2. Unemployment and its many 
| problems, such as food, rent, cloth- 
ing and public utilities. 
| 3. Cooperation with other agencies 
|__Actors’ Fund, state aid pensions, 
| county aid, etc. 
| Other statistics: Average monthly 
|ease load, 308; total medical and 
| dental visits, 4,690; home and hos- 
| pital calls, 1,158; major operations, 
35; minor operations, 15; patients re- 
ceiving institutional care, 268; in- 
dividuals provided with medical ap- 
pliances, 69; special nursing cases, 
49: Christmas baskets, etc. 905; 
deaths, 28; burials handled, 44. 


Otterson in Harkrider 
Spot as U Art Director 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Jack Otterson has started a five- 
| year optional stretch as Universal’s 
art director succeeding John Hark- 
| rider, whose option was not lifted. 
| Harkrider remains on the lot until 
| Aug. 1 with Oiterson actually taking 
over in the meantime. 























Flag Up on ‘Tovarich’ 





Hollywood, July 6. 
Cameras rolled today (Tues.) on 
‘Tovarich’ at Warners, one of the 
Burbank plant’s big ones for the 
year. Anatole Litvak directs, with 
| Robert Lord in the producer spot. 
Featured principals, Charles Boyer 
and Claudette Colbert, put in three 
days of rehearsal last week. 





Rivkin Scripts Yarn 
For Moppet Clancy 


Hollywood, July 6. 

Allen Rivkin is writing the script 
for ‘Call Back Love,’ Colliers serial 
by Rose Franken and William Brown 
Meloney, which will be produced by 
Major. 

Emanuel Cohen, Major prez, de- 
signs the picture as a debut vehicle 
for Kitty Clancy, new moppet. 





Art Morton’s Tune Takeup 
Hollywood, July 6. 
Hal Roach has renewed Arthur 
Morton as musical director. 
| Term is for another six months. 





| 
j 


| 


| 





| 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 








Crosby’s Coast Track 
Gets Heavy Pic Play 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Picture crowd gave Del Mar 
racetrack a big play on opening day 
last Saturday (2), also Monday. En- 
terprise is largely managed and con- 
trolled by film folk, with Bing 
Crosby chief ‘shareholder and Wil- 
liam LeBaron jockey club prexy, 
Track is located practically on the 
seashore at Del Mar, 100 miles south 
of Los Angeles, hence the slogan, 
‘where the turf meets the surf.’ 
Grandstands accommodate 4,000 and 
clubhouse 3,500 persons. Planes, 
trains, buses and motor cars 
are convenient to the gate. 








NEWSREELS TO BALLY 
N.Y.’S 39 WORLD FAIR 


New York World's Fair in 1939 
will depend almost entirely on the 
five newsreel companies for motion 
picture coverage, which indirectly 
would mean publicizing though pri- 
marily a news story. This became 
known this week when fair officials 
denied the exposition was planning 
to make films later and fly them by 
special plane to various sections of 
the U. S. 


fair. 

This plan was under consideration, 
it is understood, at one time, with 
the tentative set-up including a pro- 
jection equipment, screen and other 
apparatus so that the fair pictures 
could be displayed before civic or- 
ganizations and clubs such as the 
Chamber of Commerce, Rotary club, 
Kiwanis, Merchants’ Associations, 
etc., in various communities visited 
by the air traveling theatre. 

Huge expense wrapped up in such 
a project coupled with the desire of 
the New York fair executives to take 
advantage of the major film indus- 
try’s facilities as well as the sweep- 
ing newsreel coverage is credited 
with abandonment of this plan. 


Gridders on the Griddle 


Hollywood, July 6. 

Paramount has skeded ‘Yesterday’s 
Cheers,’ football film, for August 
production, No director has been set 
but cast so far includes Mary Car- 
lisle, John Howard, Marsha Hunt 
and Robert Cummings. 

RKO has cast Rochelle Hudson 
in the top femme spot of ‘Saturday’s 
Heroes,’ football film, with Van 
Heflin opposite. Filming is skeded 
to start late this week with Edward 
Killy directing. George Templeton 
authored the original. 





Foran Gallops Off, 
WB Loads Up on Foy 


Hollywood, July 6. 

Bryan Foy will produce six addi- 
tional films for Warners on next 
year’s program to take the place of 
half a dozen Dick Foran gallopers 
lopped off. 

Ronald Reagan has been picked 
tentatively to be featured in the pic- 
tures, first of which will be ‘Right 
of Way,’ with background of the 
trucking biz. 





St. Clair’s Moppet Pic 


. Hollywood, July 6. 
Mal St. Clair has been set to di- 
rect the next Jane Withers film at 
20th-Fox, ‘45 Fathers,” with John 
Stone producing. 

Script is being readied by Albert 
Ray and Frances Hyland. 





TUNES FOR ‘SACRED’ 


Hollywood, July 6. 

Selznick International has pacted 
Louis Alter and Walter Bullock to 
originate special music for ‘Nothing 
Sacred.’ 

Margaret Hamilton, who has a fea- 
tured spot in the film, also draws a 
part in same studio's ‘Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer.’ 





Scrib Guild’s Shindig 
Hollywood, July 6. 
Screen Writers Guild membership 
will toss its first binge since reor- 
ganizing with a dinner dance in the 
Hotel Ambassador July 22. 
Committee appointed by President 
Dudley Nichols includes Johnny 
Gray, chairman; Albert Hackett, E. 
E. Paramore, {r., and Allen Rivkin. 
Benny Rubin is chairman of the en- 
tertainment committee. 


all | 


and possibly elsewhere in | 
the world as ballyhoo for the N. Y. | 


—> 
—— 


SUNBURNITIS 1s 
DELAYING PIX 
SCHEDULES 





Hollywood, July 6. 

Sun-broiled and consequently in. 
capacitated players are the bane this 
summer of the production managers 
at the studios. Due to the strikes 
|and kindred delays all during this 
| year, activity is at a fever heat cur. 
|rently. In other years, hot-months’ 
| Shooting schedules were light, but 
this is the exception. And the re- 
sults of the stars sopping up too 
| much sun and sea are gazed upon as 
a minor smallpox spread. 

Vacations are giving the studios 
almost as much grief as bathtubs, 
The good publicity copy they pro- 
duce is offset by the accidents jn- 
curred, 

The case of the late Jean Harlow’s 
sunburn which left so much scar- 
tissue it led to fatal complications is 
but one of the many Hollywood ac- 
cidents traceable to ol’ Sol’s shafts, 





Nearly every weekend two or three 
w.k. names bob up with yarns of 
how they almost drowned, and a 





good deal of this is the McCoy. 

The story anent Frances Dee be- 
ing knocked unconscious by a wave 
and revived by artificial respiration 
while a producer yapped, ‘Why give 
her artificial respiration; we can af- 
ford the real thing,’ is obviously p.a. 
stuff. But the near-drowning of 
Madeleine Carroll at Malibu last 
week was straight stuff, however. 


ARNOW IN WB EXEC 
SPOT; TRILLING CASTER 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Maxwell Arnow has been upped to 
a studio executive spot at Warners 
after five years as casting director. 
He will continue to supervise cast- 
ing and also will build up budding 
material. Ticket runs seven years, 
Arnow is succeeded in the cast- 
ing director spot by Steve Trilling, 
transferred from New York and 
starts his new duties today (Tues). 
Trilling, 15 years in show biz, has 
been with Warners 12 years, 10 as 
vaude booker and two as talent 
scout. Frank Ross, son-in-law of 
Frank Gillmore of Equity, steps into 

Trilling’s spot from test director. 


WB’s Waring Picture, 
‘Varsity Show,’ Ends 


Hollywood, July 6. 

















ing’s orch, wound up today (Tues- 
day) at Warners, four weeks behind 
shooting schedule. Waring got 
$260,000 for his bit, studio paying 
him $15,000 weekly for each week 
beyond the originally outlined sched- 
ule. WB has an option on the band 
leader for another film. 

Waring starts a string of person- 
als Thursday (8) at the Paramount, 
Los Angeles, which will take him 
east. His manager, Johrny O'Con- 
nor leaves for New York this Friday 
to negotiate a deal for fali radio pro- 
gram, airing to be from the Coast, 


Goldwyn’s $2,000,000 Pic 


Hollywood, July 6. 
George Marshall has been definite- 
ly set to direct ‘The Goldwyn Fol- 
lies’ for Samuel Goldwyn. 
Production will start early in Au- 
gust with a $2,000,000 budget. 


Kenny Baker to Dude It 
In WB ‘Howdy Stranger’ 


Hollywood, July 6. 

Mervyn LeRoy will produce 
‘Howdy Stranger’ at Warners with 
Kenny Baker featured. 

Yarn by Howard Sloane and 
Joseph Pellettier deals with the In- 
vasion of a dude ranch by an eastern 
crooner. It was a flop Broadwey 
play this season. 


DIXIE’S PROTEGEE 
Atlanta, July 6. 

Dixie Dunbar, 20th-Fox con- 
tractee, influenced a screen test for 
Mary Frances Davis, 16, anothe! 
Atlanta dancer, who trouped with 
Miss Dunbar in their kid days )" 
Atlanta. 

Miss Davis, now in Hollywood, 
has toured the south as an enter- 
tainer. 























‘Varsity Show,’ starring Fred War- © 
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Metro’s Jack Dempsey’s Restaurant 


Set Keynotes § 


Although preliminary work look- 
ing towards signing 
used in any type of screen work in 
the east was instituted last week by 
the Screen Actors Guild, actual 
campaign of signaturing and drive 
to make closed shop in all Greater 
New York film studios effective is 
not to start until Aug. 1. SAG 
checked its first production last week 
when representatives of Guild went 
on the location set (Jack Dempsey’s 
restaurant) where scenes were being 
taken for Metro’s ‘Big City,’ in which 
Dempsey plays himself. 

Representative of SAG talked to 
many in group of 50 extras, and 
Walter Strong, assistant director, is 
reported to have informed extras 


that this would be the last M-G pro- | 


duction in which they could work 
unless signatured as Guild members. 
George B. Seitz is directing the 
feature. 

Though no effort was made to sign 
members on Metro’s location nor 
have attempts been made to drive 
for signatures elsewhere in the east, 


many potential candidates have been | 
contacted, There already are a num- | 


ber of applications for junior mem- 


bership and two senior Guild mem- | 


| 


up of extras | 


AG's Eastern Drive 





| Champing at Net 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Pro-amateur mixed doubles 
tennis championship of the 


universe will be decided on 
courts of the Beverly Hills 
Tennis club next Friday (9) 


when Fred Perry and Charles 
Chaplin, representing England, 
tangle with Ellsworth Vines 
and Groucho Marx, represent- 
ing the United States. 

Chaplin and Marx, who swing 
wicked racquets, are drilling 
laily under tutelage of their 
topnotcher partners and wager- 
ing is brisk. 














Marxes Offered 
Room Service At 


$250,000 Plus 7% 


bers have been signed, Hope Hamp- | 


ton and Mario Moreno. 

Beginning on Aug. 1, SAG branch 
in N. Y. will start using checkers to 
see that both performers and studios 
are complying with the Coast agree- 
ment. Because of promised coopera- 
tion from Actors’ Equity and British 
Equity, no members of either organi- 
zation will be permitted to work on 
a production at an unfair studio. 

Guild in the east will strive to 
have signed contracts with Warner 
Bros. (Vitaphone) in Brooklyn, Bio- 
graph in Astoria, General Service 
studio in Astoria; Educational, which 
makes shorts in Astoria, March of 
Time, and Mentone (producing at 
Biograph) signatured early next 
month. 

It also will seek pacts with com- 
mercial or industrial studios such as 

(Continued on page 55) 





SYBIL JASON’S PARENTS 


IN CAPETOWN DIVORCE 





Capetown, July 6. | 
Irael Jacobson, father of Sybil | 
Jason, child film player in Holly- 


wood, has filed a divorce action in 
supreme court here against his wife, 
Mary. Couple are now separated. 

The moppet is under the guar- 
dianship of her uncle, Harry Jacob- 
son, in Hollywood, for a term of 
five years, almost half of which has 
already passed. Under the terms of a 
consent paper between both parents, 
Miss Jason, in the event she’s no 
longer employed, is to return to the 
custody of her parents, spending six 
months each with her father 
mother. 

Jacobson, meanwhile, has applied | 
to the California supreme court for 
an order appointing him permanent 
guardian of the kid star. His affi- 
davits were also submitted to the 
supreme court here, stipulating that 
the kid star, if her work permits, is 
to come to South Africa to visit her 
Parents; also that Jacobson is to re- 
port every two months to each 
parent regarding Sybil’s condition, 
welfare and work. 


Rex Story-Andy Rice, Jr.’s 
Unit on Lone Orient Hon 


Shanghai, July 6. 
An American vaude unit is back in 
Shanghai after a tour that took the 
‘Hollywood Non-Stop Revue’ up into 
Manchukuo, for dates in Dairen and 
Harbin. Show is headed hv Rex 
Story and Andy Rice, Jr., with Fay 
Skeeter and Emily Winsette and a 
line of girls rounding out the roster. 
The unit has had a run at the 
Carlton here, two-a- day at a $3 top 
‘Mex), and from here heads for a 
tour that includes Hongkong. Singa- 
pore, Manila, Java, Bali. Siam. 
Burma, 
to Europe. 








and | 


Calcutta, Africa and thence |} 


| a 


Hollywood, July 6, 


S. J. Briskin is talking a Marx 
Bros, deal whereby the trio would 
|} appear in a screen version of ‘Room 


Studio is understood to 
$255,000 for the 


Service.’ 
have handed over 
| picture rights. 

Marx deal, as it stands, would be 
for a straight $250,000 plus a per- 
centage, bringing cost of the film in 
excess of $1.500,000. 


MAX GORDON, GOETZ 
SAIL BACK TO U. 8. 





London, June 6. 

William Goetz, of 20th-Fox, and 
Max Gordon sail tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) for New York. 

Both have been over here 0.0.’ing 
British pic production. Gordon re- 
turns to the Coast and the Metro 
| lot in two months. 





Ginger Rogers Pencilled 
For Selznick ‘Prom Girl’ 





Hollywood, July 6. 

‘Prom Girl’ definitely goes on the 
Selznick International schedule for 
fall production with Robert Sinclair 
and William Cameron Menzies co- 
directing. 

Film will be a collegiate musical 
'in technicolor with likelihood that 
Ginger Rogers will be featured. 
Music will be by Richard Rodgers 
and Lorenz Hart. 

Fred F. Finkelhoffe and John 
Monks, Jr., co-authors of ‘Brother 
Rat.’ have been assigned an office 
and secretaries at Selznick Interna- 
tional Studio to hammer out ‘Prom 
Girl. Dave Gould has been pacted 
as dance director. 


} 





Collegiate’s Pix Chance 


Detroit, July 6. 

Harry C. Irwin, Jr., with 
which appeared in local 
sheet several weeks ago following 
Michigan State College students’ 
rough tossing of auto plant workers 
nto Lansing river, when strikers in- 
vaded college section, may land him 
a screen test. At request of Howard 
Pierce, of United Detroit theatres 
(Par). Irwin came here last week 
from Lansing for confab relative to 
test. Expected to take usual two or 
three weeks before definite word 
whether test will be given. 

Irwin was one of the 1,500 stu- 
lents who formed barricade across 
road leading int: 

| Lansing. and later tossed several 
‘union organizers into a nearby river. 


Pic of 


black eye, 





| Universal to 


|Go-Round of 1938. with 
» college section of | 


LIGHT ORAL 
TAGE OR FICTION 


Over 46% of 420 Pix Based 
on Home-Spun 


AAG 








ary Properties 


FILMING 52 STAGERS 


By DENIS MORRISON 
Hollywood, July 6. 


Due to dearth of 


acceptable story 
material in the field of published 
fiction and Broadway stage plays, 
studios this year have had to turn 


to originals to a greater degree than 
at any time since sound’s advent for 
screen material. 


Survey of 420 films now being 
made or skeded for 1937-38 shows 


that 46.7% are studio originals, 40.5% 
short stories or novels and 12.8% 
produced plays. Last year’s sources 
were: 45% short stories. or novels, 
45% originals, 10% plays, and in the 
previous year proportions were: 
40.5% short stories or novels, 40% 
studio originals and 19.5% plays. 

Studios, in providing statistical 
data, showed many interesting slants 
not only on the immediate queries 
involved but also on other angles of 
the purchase, treatment and develop- 
ment of stories, and fundamental 
raw material of film biz. 

Numerically, the lots will make 
films of 52 plays, 172 novels, short 
stories or similar literary work, and 
196 studio originals. 

Chief interest attaches to the stage 
properties purchased by _ studios. 
This is due, first, to the heavy coin 
involved in such buys and also to 
the fact that produced plays, when 
acquired for films, almost invariably 
land in top-featured spots on a sea- 
son’s production schedule. 

Noteworthy that less than a dozen 
of the current crop of Broadway hits 
have found their way to the lots, due 


(Continued on page 27) 


Janet Gaynor Set 
At Selznick; Potter 
Off ‘Sawyer’ Chore 


Hollywood, July 86. 

Selznick International has signed 
Janet Gaynor to a termer for ex- 
elusive services, no price disclosed, 
although player, agenting herself, 
was holding out for $200,000 a pic- 
ture. 

First film under the new pact will 
be ‘Angel on Broadway,’ with au- 
thorship credited to Russell Bird- 
well, Selznick publicity head. Screen- 
play will be by Ben Hecht and either 
George Cukor or John Ford will di- 
rect. Production is skeded for early 
fall, with Marian C. Cooper as as- 
sistant to Selznick. 

Henry C. Potter has pulled out of 
the director spot on Selznick’s ‘Ad- 
ventures of Tom Sawyer,’ due to 
differences of opinion with David 
O. Selznick as to story treatment and 
casting. 

Production has been called off un- 
til July 12, at which time George 
Cukor will take the reins, if avail- 
able, in which event Norman Taurog 
will get the call. 

Four or five of the moppet 
are being recast. 
work a week at Malibu 
tion. 


roles 
Lake loca- 


BUZZELL DRAWS NOD 
ON U’ 5 ‘GO- ROUND’ 


Hollywood, Jul: 6. 
Eddie Buzzell. originally pacted at 
direct ‘Young Man's 
DeSylva_ production, 
hed to direct ‘Merry- 


Fancy, B. G. 


has been swi 


rolling tomorrow (Wed.) 
‘Fancy’ now is tentatively skeded 
to go around the last of Augus! 





‘Calif Labor Commissioner Placed 


In the Saddle of Agents Vs. Actors 
Suits; Must Try to Arbitrate First 





Yarns— | 
Around $8,000,000 Doled | 
Out by Majors for Liter-| 


Film has been in} 





The Switch 


Hollwood, 

This also happens in 
wood. 

Boyd Martin, pic ed of Louis- 
ville Courier-Journal, tossed a 
feed for studio press agents be- 
fore he hit the trail back home. 


N.Y. Photogs Ired 


July 6. 
Holly- 














By Coast Lensers 
Invading East 





International Photographers union 
Local 644, officials and members, are 
indignant over the way they have 
been ignored in the matter of camera 
work by companies making location 
shots inside their jurisdiction. They 
claim that film company crews have 
been working at Saratoga, Pitts- 
burgh, West Point, New York City 
and other points and that Coast 
cameramen have been used on all the 
jobs. 

Charles W. Downs, business man- 
ager of Local 644, states that George | 
E. Brown, president of IATSE, has | 
promised to check the situation, but | 
that no action has been taken as yet. 
Local officials are anxiously await- 
ing to hear from him since under 
existing conditions they contend that | 
local automony does not mean a 
thing. 

‘Rosalie,” ‘The Big City’ and a| 
West Point picture are the produc-| 
tions Metro has skedded for loca- 
tion shots in the New York territory. 
‘Nothing Is Sacred,’ Selznick produc- 
tion, also is due for location treat- 
ment in and about New York. 

Recalls that Local 644 went to bat 
for the IA about a year ago when ‘13 
Hours Via Air,’ Par’s film, was grab- 
bing location work at the New 
Jersey airport and seemingly estab- 
lished the fact that the International 
Photographers’ union amounted to 
something, 

Another thing that annoys mem- 





| ment 
attacked by 


| saddle in 


| fer the 








bers of Local 644 is that cameramen 
brought in from the Coast are mem- 
bers of the American Society of! 


is a company union. 

Gist of the argument by Local 644 
is whether or not the members of | 
their union are to be employed on 
location shots when taken in terri- 
tory within their jurisdiction, Sit- 
uation is aggravated, too, by the 
fact that what little eastern shorts | 


at a standstill. 





Glazer Leaving Par After 





Hollywood, July 6. 
Benjamin Glazer, completing a 
seven-year term as a Paramount 
producer-writer with Bing Crosby's 
| ‘Double or Nothing,’ has an offer of 


dickers with other majors. 


holiday in Europe before changing 
over. 


Reinhardt to Salzburg 


Hollywood, July 6. 











cameras | 


Max Reinhardt departed last Situi- 
dav (4) for New York to attend ihe 
annual Salzburg musical festival in 
| Austria, 

He will be back late jn September 
| to direct ‘The Gamblers’ at Warner 

ito be made from the Dostoievsky 
novel. 


Cinematographers, which they charge | 





production there is now practically | 


Seven-Year Prod. Swing: 


a similar spot with Warners and also | 


Glazer will take a three-months | 


Hollywood, July 6 

Decision of the California supreme 
court specifying that all disputes be- 
tween agents and clients must first 
be submitted to the labor commis- 
sioner before being taken to court 
will result in knocking out more than 
50 pending lawsuits besides revolu- 
tionizing method of handling such 
disputes in the future. 

Supreme court's finding reversed 
both the Superior Court and the Dis- 
trict Court of Appeals in the long- 
standing litigation of the Ruth Col- 
lier-Minna Wallis agency against 
Mary Astor. 

Tribunal upheld constitutionality 
of section 19 of the private employ- 
agency act, which had been 
counsel for Collier- 
Wallis, also has the effect of placing 
the state labor commissioner in the 
agent-client disputes in 
much the same way that the. Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board func- 


| tions in industry. 


Heavy Coin Involved 


Claims totaling hundreds of thous- 
ands of dolars, mostly of agents 
against clients, are invalidated be- 
cause lawsuits have been dragging 
through the courts so long that 
statute of limitations is invoked. 

Another factor of vital importance 
is the offing of al attachments in 
agent-client disputes. Up to now 
agents have made it a practice to 
slap attachments on in case of any 
lawsuit but with the arbitration 
angle to the fore attachments are 
out, 

Decision does not abrogate any- 
one’s right to sue, since section 19 of 
the labor act specificialy sets forth 
that ‘all parties to a dispute shall re- 
matters in dispute to the 
Commissioner of Labor, who shall 
hear and determine the same, sub- 
ject to appeal within 10 days to the 
superior court where the same shall 

(Continued on page 57) 


ALLEGED FILM PLAYER 
ARRESTED FOR FORGERY 


New Orleans, July 6. 
Charles Campbell Jarrell, 21-year- 
old Californian, said by police to be 
a Hollywood actor and writer, was 
arrested Friday (2) in Bogalusa at 
the request of Los Angeles police 
on charges of forgery. He was 
brought here by Detective Robert 

C. Ellis of L. A. and local officers. 
The California detective said that 
Jarrell has played in pictures. He 
is wanted in Los Angeles, Bakers- 
tield and Berkeley. A warrant for 
his arrest charges that he forged 








| fictitious names to checks for close 


to $1,000. 


Luraschi Censor at Par, 


Hamill With Lubitsch 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Paramount has placed Luigi Lure 
aschi at the head of its studio cen- 
sor department succeeding John 
Hamill, who goes to the Ernst Lu- 








| bitsch unit permanently. 


Luraschi had been functioning as 
ade to Hamill. 


WB Prunes Stock Roster 


Hollywood, July 6. 

| Warners dropped seven _ stocls 
| Dlayers at option time last week. an- 
nouncing action is in line with policy 
of turning over player talent to 
dodge monotony. Further loppings 
are in line as options expire and 
replacements will be new faces 

Stock 


company now numbers 
around 70. Among those dropped 
recently are Peggy Bates, Robert 


| Barrat, Mary Treen, Robert Darrow, 
| Walter Cassel, Patricia Walthall and 
'Ed Price. 
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Petrillo and Stageh 


ands Union Pact | 


Presages Concerted Film Pressure 





Chicago, July 6. 
Establishment of an entente cor- | 
diale between the American Federa- | 
jion of Musicians and the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage | 
Employees is the immediate goal of , 
James C. Petrillo in his campaign to | 


gush through the restrictions and 
ban on musical recordings for com- | 
reproduction. Petrillo is 
together the 


anti-recording 


mercial 
busily tying various 
of 
paign to take in the motion picture 

and theatrical branches, and he finds 

in George E. Browne, prexy of the 

IATSE, an ally in this campaign. 

For Petrillo is not letting any 
grass grow under his brogans while 
waiting for the American Federation 
of Musicians executive board to get | 
together in its scheduled meeting in 
New York this month. Following 
the Louisville convention, at which 
he set off the pyrotechnical display 
in the longest speech of his life, 
Petrillo has been using every pos- 
sible union and personal angle to en- 


strands his cam- 


list the support of locals through- | 
out the country. He already has the | 


oral and written promise of full co- 
operation from some 50 key musi- 
cians locals. 


But though Petrillo expects little [ 
in getting the national | 


difficulty 
board to pass a general ban on wax 
music for radio, Petrillo and presi- 
dent Joseph Weber of AFM look to 
the IATSE for the real partner in 


obtaining results when it comes to | 


the picture studios. Radio, the AFM 
Jeaders believe, will be handled 
easily, the results in Chicago’s cam- 
paign against discs having demon- 
strated to the complete satisfaction 
of the AFM key men that the ban on 
radio recordings is entirely feasible. 


But pictures—that’s a nag of a 
different shade., And that’s where 
the IATSE comes in, with the AFM 
crowd seeing in a IATSE-AFM com- 
bine a cooperative deal which will 
mean added employment for both 
organizations, 

While ne forthright statement has 
been made by anyone in the AFM 
top ranks, there is no disguising the 
general assumption that the musi- 
clans expect that an IATSE coopera- 
tion on the Coast situation would 
mean a restoration of vaudeville to 
a number of producer-owned the- 
atres. Reported deal would permit 
ihe continued use of AFM members 
for picture recordings in return for 
such producer-exhibitor groups as 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Paramount, 
RKO, Warners restoring vaudeville 
to a vertain number of key houses 
across the country. This would mean 
additional employment not only for 
AFM members, but also for mem- 
bers of the IATSE (stagehands), not 
counting a number of vaude mem- 
bers of the American Federation of 
Actors, an American Federation of 
Labor affiliate. 

AFM expects no drastic action or 
measure on the part of Browne and 
the IATSE in support of the mnusi- 
cians’ problems regarding picture 
recordings since the IATSE has just 
signatured a binding three-year deal 
with the producers. 
looks to Browne for nominal co- 
operation on the basis of a real re- 
turn to IATSE members throughout 
the nation. 


All Star Acquires 200 
Features in Coast Deal 


Hollywood, July 6. 

All Star has taken over Far West 
Era janges distribution in a deal 
consummated between George N. 
Montgomery, All Star head, and J. 
Samuel Berkowitz of Far West. 
Transfer involves more than 200 fea- 
ture pictures. 


Berkowitz takes over the Los An- 
geles office, with Armand S. Cohn 
remaining in charge of San Fran- 
cisco. 
Jeisure to travel. 

Takeover involves Hoot Gibson. 
Mascot, Chesterfield-Invincibles, Im- 
perial Productions, Weiss and Victory 
serials, Pinky Tomlin musicals, Leo 
Carrillo productions, Peter B. Kyne- 
Frankie Darro releases, James Oliver 
Curwood features and others 
Merged All Star organization be- 
comes sole states rights major indie 
distributor on the Coast. 








But the AFM | 


Montgomery will devote his | 





‘ | 


‘Spanish Earth, Indie 
Pic With Native Cast 


‘The Spanish Earth,’ a screened | 
story of a war-torn Spanish village | 
on the highway from Madrid to | 
Valencia, is being rushed through the 
final stages of editing and scoring by 
Joris Ivens, its director, and Marc 
Blitztein, who is creating the musical 
setting. Picture was produced in 
Spain this year. Ernest Hemingway | 
assisted Ivens in the production and 


wrote the comments, translated | 
Spanish dialog, etc., as spoken by 
Orson Welles. Collaborators with 


Ivens and Hemingway include Arch- | 
ibald MacLeisch and Lillian Hell- | 
man. 

In “The Spanish Earth” men and | 
women villagers play their parts in | 
real life. There are no professional | 
players. 


HARLOW’S PIX 
DRAW BiG BIZ 


Pittsburgh, July 6. 

Biggest play ever given around 
here to a star’s pictures following 
her death is being handed out all 
|over the nabe circuit to the Jean 
| Harlow films. And all doing big; 
|too. In almost every case, suburban 
| houses, and a flock downtown, too 
| playing double bills, are revising 
|schedules in order to get at least 
|}one Harlow flicker in a week. 
| In number of cases, houses which 
| ordinarily hold programs only two 
| days are extending runs, keeping the 
| Marlow film and adding another to 
|round out the dual. Biggest play is 
| for ‘Hell’s Angels’ on current show- 
| ings, with ‘Riff Raff’ and ‘Personal 
| Property’ also getting big play. 
| Oldies like ‘Dinner at 8 and 
|‘Blonde Bombshell’ are also coming 
| around again and doing outstanding 
| trade practically everywhere. 
One of the downtown spots, in 
| fact, is plotting now to run nothing 
| but Harlow reissues for a solid week 
|and flock of nabes understood to be 
contemplating similar move. 

Hollywood, July 6. 

Decision to release ‘Saratoga’ as is 
was reached by Louis B. Mayer and 
other Metro executives as the result 
of reaction noted at the film’s initial 
preview in Pomona last week. 

Audience went for the picture with 
Clark Gable and Jean Harlow, and 
; there were no walkouts. Finished 
(Continued on page 23) 





Ist Runs on B’way 


Week of July 8 


Capitol — ‘Emperor's Candle- 
sticks’ (MG). 
(Reviewed in Variety June 30). 


Central — ‘Juggernaut’ (GN) 
(10). 

Criterion — ‘Great Gambini’ 
(Par) (10). 


Globe—‘Road Back’ (U) (4th 
week ). 

Music Hall—‘Knight Without 
Armor’ (UA). 

(Reviewed in Variety June 16). 


Paramount — ‘Easy Living’ 
(Par) (7). 
(Reviewed in this issue) 


Rialto — ‘Three Legionnaires’ 
(Syndicate) (9). 


Rivoli— ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) 
(4th week). 

Roxy—‘Two Who Dare’ (GN) 
(9). 

Strand — ‘Singing Marine’ 


(WB) (2d week). 
Week of July 15 
Central — ‘Great Hospital 
Mystery’ (20th) (17). 
(Reviewed in this issue) 


Globe—‘Road Back’ (U) (5th 
week ). 

Music Hall — ‘Toast of New 
York’ (RKO). 

Paramount— ‘Easy Living’ 
(Par) (2d week). 

Roxy — ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ 


(20th). 
(Reviewed in Variety June 30). 
Strand—‘They Won't Forget’ 
(WB) (14). 
(Reviewed in Variety June 30). 








Lefty's Travail With Protean 
Stars, Bank Nite, Personals, Etc. 


| 


Pix 





Dear Joe: 


house is tougher. 


one to run first. 


my newsreels. I had some women 
pictures of soldiers 
belong to a Peace League and say 
minded. So I cut ’em out. 
and the Sunday school guy tells me 
bling spirit. The banker told me 
may start unrest in the town. 
Atlantic City. No doubt next week 
and I'll have to cut that too. 


he won three cups but no saucers. 





we got running. 
the advance notices of the pictures. 


Had a bird come here for a Personal Appearance. 
|of a butler in one of the pictures I had. 


| the picture—two ‘Yes Madams’ and 


pearance. He,gets up and tells ’em 


like it out there. He did bring in a 








Theatre Chain 
Tax Bill Kayoed 


For 2 Yrs. in Minn. 


Minneapolis, July 6. 

An almost llith-hour effort to 
bring out the theatre chain tax bill 
from the rules committee of the 
state legislature’s lower House has 
met with failure. With adjournment 
of the special session scheuuled for 
this week, passage will be deferred 
for at least two years of the measure 
which John J. Friedl, Publix circuit 
general manager, declares would put 
the big chain out of business. 


The House was tied up for nearly 
two hours when a revolt was staged 
against the rules committee’s failure 
to act on or report out the theatre 
chain tax imposing a levy of 5c to 
$3 a seat according to the number 
of houses in the entire circuit, in- 
cluding those outside of Minnesota. 
The vote on the motion to recall the 
bill from the committee was 77 in 
favor and 33 opposed, but Speaker 
Harold H. Barker ruled that a two- 

(Continued on page 62) 





C10 Defers to AFL 


Philadelphia, July 6. 

Truce has been declared here in 
CIO-AFL battle to unionize em- 
ployees in film industry. CIO -has 
| quietly turned over membership of 
| its Theatre Employees Union to 
| IATSE, an AFL unit. Struggle be- 
| tween the two groups got so hot 
| here several weeks ago that pick- 
|ets were picketing pickets outside 
two houses. CIO men were picket- 
ing AFL men who were picketing 
the Lorraine and the Landsdowne 
theatres. 

No public announcement that the 
John L. Lewis group had ceased its 
activities in the theatrical field and 
turned its gains over to IA was 
made. Despite the fact agreement 
was consummated more than two 
weeks ago, even hometown trade 
papers were in dark. 

Actual count of the turnover is | 
22 projectionists, who became mem- 





bers of Philadelphia Moving Pic- 
ture Machine Operators Union, 
Local 307, IATSE, and about 100 


house employees, who were con- 
solidated into the similar IA group. 
Three of the projectionists had at 
one time been members of 307, while 





the rest were entirely unorganized. 
All the house workers 


were neo- | 

phytes to unionism. 
James Gill, CIO. theatrical or- | 
ganizer in this territory, said -he 
turned his group over to IA ‘be-! 


in Philly Theatre 


Unionization and Jurisdictional Strife 


cause CIO doesn’t aim to organize 
employees in field where the AFL 
is really doing recruiting work.’ 
Furthermore, he declared, IA’s house 
employees’ union, which takes in 
everything from scrubwomen to as- 
sistant managers, is set up along lines 
of industrial unionism. 

He warned, however ,that ‘as soon 
as IA stops aggressive organization, 
the CIO will step in again.’ Actually, 
it is believed, Gill was willing to 
give up the organizational work in 
this field because of the slow prog- 
ress he was making against the old, 
well-entrenched IA. 

A meeting of house employees in 
Philly last week showed about 1,100 
enrolled. There are about 1,500 po- 
tential members. Demands will be 
made on employers as soon as re- 
mainder are paid up. 

William Harrer, biz manager of IA 
here, on Monday night installed 
House Employees Union, Local B114, 
in Chester. About 87 members, 
representing both chain and indie 
theatres, were inducted. There are 
only about 10 other potential mem- 


bers in the city and all of these 
have signified their intent but) 


havent’ paid dues yet. 
Local Bi0@l was installed in Cam- 


den by Harrer Wednesday night. | 
There were about 150 present, rep- | 
resenting approximately 90 of 


maximum, 


ler parts? 
Well, the dancing school] of ours 


the kids end their families come. 
haven't decided if we should make 


course I don’t tell ’em that. 


and it helps the dance muscles. 
it up. 


That’s about all, kid. Best to you 
eight bars. Sez 


the joint. 





Hollywood, July 6. 

With Pat Casey working to clear 
up labor difficulties between the pro- 
ducers and technical workers, two 
organizations of screen writers have 
gone into training for the film in- 
dustry’s next big fight. The Screen 
Writers’ Guild and Screen Play- 
wrights, Inc., each has demanded 
recognition as exclusive bargaining 
representative for the writers. 

The SP already has a contract with 
the producers, but the SWG has the 
backing of the powerful Authors’ 
League of America. The latter has 
granted autonomy to the SWG and 
it is reported the A. L. wili force 
members in Hollywood to vote with 


lations Board holds an election to 
designate a bargaining representative 
for the writers under the Wagner 
labor act. 

Mare Connelly, president of the 
Authors’ League, has been here for 
more than a week conferring with 
Dudley Nichols, president of SWG, 
and others leaders, in move to oust 
SP as representative of writers. A. L. 
has already agreed to antonomy 
grant for SWG, but details remain to 
be worked out. 

SP had centered fight on fact that 
SWG was affiliated with A. L. and 
that regardless of what was planned 
here SWG could be outvoted by New 
| York members and affliates of the 
| Authors’ League. It was claimed 





| writers could have been ordered on | 


| strike here although members voted 
| unanimously against walkout. 
| Because of small staff assigned to 
work, NLRB probably cannot hold 
|election before Sept. 1. Refusal of 
| SP to consent election has been for- 
| warded to Washington by Dr. Towne 
| Nylander with request for permis- 
| Sion to hold formal hearing and elee- 
ition on petition of SWG to be des- 
| ignated representative of writers. SP 
|nixed consent election on ground 
such agreement might invalidate 
contract organization now. has with 
| producers. 
Lay Peace Coating 

Main difference between producers 
and technical workers was jroned 
out last Saturday (3) when Motion 


marching, battleships, 


to cut 
The only thing left was a Baby Parade at 


giving four lessons free to the one that sells the most tickets. 
racket, but those kids sure get on our nerves. 
something wrong with anybody that even thinks of being a hoofer. 


Hollywood Labor Front Calm Save 
For Scribes 


SWG when the National Labor Re- 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 


Coolacres, Cal., July 6, 


I thought being in vaudeville was tough but believe me owning a picture 
They sent me a double feature last week, ‘Racketeer’s 
Nest’ and ‘Badge No. 6,000’—Ed Robinson in both of them. 
the part of a crook and in the other he is a copper. 


In one he plays 
It had me nuts which 


If I put the gangster picture on first then my audience 
would think it funny after he’s knocked off to become a cop, and if I put 
the cop picture on first they’d say it’s bad to show him as a crook. 

I have plenty of troubles with censorship in this small burg. 
guy has nothing to do he starts some sort of a club, 


When a 
For instance with 
call on me asking me to cut oui the 
Hitler and Mussolini. 
these things make the people 


They 
Ware 


Then there was a clip of sweepstake winners, 


not to show it as the kids get 
the strike pictures 


a gam- 
because it 


they'll start a Birth Control League 


I ran a couple of crockery nights last week and one guy kicked because 
By the looks of the callous on his lips 
he never drank outa anything but a saucer in his life. 

They call up Aggie in the boxoffice asking her what kind of a picture 
Aggie is beginning to sound like a trailer. 


She reads 
He played the part 
He just did three short shots in 


one ‘I'll see if he is in, sir.’ Well. it 


seems he finds out where the picture is playing ¢nd gets a fin for an ap- 


all about the things that happened to 


him while making the picture and how glad he is to see an audience again, 
The guy told more lies about Hollywood than even the guys that say they 


lot of kids because he dresses like a 


cowboy on the street—can vou imagine dressing like that and playing but- 


is doing pretty good. Aggie and me 


have it figgered out where we’re gonna give a recital; you know, have all 


They make their own costumes; we 
the pupils pay admission too. We're 
It’s a great 
You know there must be 
Of 


I sold the banker a bottle of dance oil—you know, rub your feet with it 
An old pitchman showed me how to make 
It sells for a buck a bottle, and it looks like they'll go for it. Maybe 
it does do the feet good; sometimes those things happen. 


and the gang. Aggie joins in the last 


Your Pal, 


LEFTY. 


P. S. On our Bank Night we played the feature, ‘I Promise to Pay’—the 
dough wasn’t drawn that night and the customers were going to wreck 


-_— 


Jurisdictional Tiff 





Picture Painters Local 644 was given 
closed shop in industry. Painters 
hired during recent strike were re- 
moved from all major studios except 
Warners early last week. Non-union 
painters were finally evacuated from 
Warners when Herbert Sorrell, busi- 
ness representative of Local 644, 
| threatened to call a strike and picket 
the plant. 

Negotiations between painters and 
| producers over wage scale and work- 
ing conditions are still in progress. 
Painters are asking flat raise from 
$7 to $8 per day, with higher scale 
| for men on graveyard shift. The pro- 
'ducers have countered with an offer 
‘of 10% pay hike. 
Negotiations between producers 
,and makeup artists, hair stylists and 
|scenic artists are still in progress. 
|The makeups are asking 48-hour 
| week with time and half for over- 
|time. Hair stylists want boosi from 
| $60 to $75 per week. 

Torch Bearer Dispute 

| Negotiations between United 
| Scenic Artists Local 621 and Casey 
| were interrupted when jurisdiction 
|over draftsmen were claimed by So- 
|ciety of Motion Picture Set Designers 
;and the International Alliance of 
| Theatrical Stage Employes. SMPSD 
'has filed complaint with NLRB and 
| demanded election be held to deter- 
|mine which of three organizations 
shall be named bargaining represen- 
| tatives for draftsmen. , 

Studio publicity writers have 
nixed plan of Committee for Indus- 
trial Organization to use them as ® 
spearhead on which to build a ver- 
|tical union in the industry. Flacks 
voted against affliation with the Los 
Angeles Newspaper Guild and de- 
cided to retain autonomy. Mervin 
Houser of RKO was named presi- 
dent of Studio Publicists Guild; Rob- 
cri Purl:hardt of Warners, vice pres- 
ident; Arthur -Zellner of Warners, 
treasurer, and Lance Heath of Para- 
mount, secretary. 








Organizations of office workers 
have been completed in atl major 
siudios and committees are now 
drafting wage scales and working 


conditions for submission to produc- 
ltion managers. 
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Doping the U. S: Vs 
Suit Sees Important Decision 
On B.O. Price-Fixing, Either Way 





4 


The-anti-trust action of the De- 
partment of Justice against the In- 
terstate circuit, scheduled to come 
up Sept. 20 in Dallas, promises to 
gettle a point of law which, in the 
opinion of leading distribution and 
theatre executives, may be of far- 
reaching importance. Whether favor- 
able or adverse to Interstate, it could 
vitally affect future policies in the 
selling of film, the maintenance of 
theatre prices and competition be- 
tween exhibitors. 

Decision will test film contracts 
which seek to regulate admissions by 
specifying minimums, Interstate hav- 
ing insisted that where its first run 
houses charge 40c, subsequent runs 
must maintain a scale of not lower 
than 25c. It would apply to Inter- 
state and distributors furnishing this 
circuit with pictures but whichever 
way the decision goes in Dallas, in- 
dustry leaders contend an important 
precedent will be set that might 
apply elsewhere throughout the 
country. 

Should the Government win its 
case, declaring contracts illegal 
where prices are specified, there is 
little doubt but that a precedent 
would be set that would force dis- 
tribs away from contracts in which 
regulation of prices was attempted. 
Subsequent run exhibitors, in that 
case, would have no hesitancy tak- 
ing the matter of price in their own 
hands and demand supply of film at 
any scale. 

Pros and Cons 

Confidence is expressed in the out- 
come of the case for Interstate, al- 
though no one knows in advance of 
the trial exactly what the chances 
are of licking the U. S. suit. At first 
it struck fear into the hearts of 
leaders because of the possible far- 
reaching effects it may have within 
the industry. These fears remain to 
a certain extent due to the conclu- 
sion that precedents are bound to be 
established one way or another 
which may never have been estab- 
lished but for the bringing of the 
action against the Interstate chain. 

If Interstate loses the suit and its 
price-fixing film contracts are de- 
clared illegal, the precedents may be 
no more alarming than if it wins. 
In event of the latter, which would 
more distinctly favor the distributors 
than anyone else, exhibitors would 
be placed in the position of being at 
the mercy of price regulation in buy- 
ing film. Distributors would like 
this but the theatres wouldn’t, not- 
ably those that follow the big first 
runs. There is no telling, from the 
theatre man’s point of view, how far 
the distribs might take price-fixing, 
if seemingly free to specify mini- 
mums, or whether first runs might 
not be told they would have to get 
certain scales if getting the pictures. 
At present all film contracts carry 
a clause that in no case must pic- 
tures play at less than a 10c admis- 


sion. Legality of this has never been 
tested. 





Films Cure Crosseyes, 
Optometric Ass’n Told 


Rochester, July 6. 

Talking pictures can virtually cure 
many types of crosseyes and other 
visual deficiences in children, Dr. 
T. A. Brombach, of the University 
of California, told members of the 
Seren Optometric Association 
lere, 

The patient covers the better eye. 
Interest in the story accompanied 
by voices from the screen stimulates 
the bad eye toward normal use when 
other methods failed because it was 
impossible to maintain interest. 

Dr. Brombach said children under 
7 with 1% vision in one eye may 
often have their sight completely re- 
Stored. He said the discovery re- 
moves from screen shows the stigma 
of being bad for the eyes and re- 
lieves parents of the worry in 
letting their children go to the the- 
atre often, 


New Yiddish Pix Prod. 


Collective Film Producers, Inc.. 
has been formed by Roman Rebush 
and Edgar G. Ulmer to make picts 
for international distribution. 

First production, set to roll late 
this month in New York, will be 
Green Fields,’ adaptation of Peretz 











Hirshbein’s play. Will be in Yid- 
dish. 


Interstate 





Fight Pix in Dixie 
Atlanta, July 6. 
To the amazement of every- 
body, Louie Bach had _ the 
temerity to book the Braddock- 
Louis fight pics at his five nabe 
theatres. They started Sunday 

(4) 

Films, handled locally by 
Amity Exchange, were turned 
| 





down by A houses, who feared 
unfavorabie reaction since fight 
went the wrong way insofar as 
Dixie fight fans and film pa- 
trons are concerned. 


PAR FLIRTING 
DEAL WITH N. Y. 
CRITERION 


A chill from Arthur Mayer, opera- 
tor of the Rialto, N. Y., against Par 
product that does not play the Para- 
mount, N. Y., its own show-window 














has resulted in temporary switching 
of such available pictures to the 
Criterion on a percentage basis and 
may lead ultimately to a deal under 
which Par will take over the Crit. 
With Mayer in the future possibly 


getting along without Par pictures 
that would be obtainable, the Par 
distribution department has con- 
sidered the operation of the Crit but 
negotiations have reached no defi- 
nite stage as yet. They may never 
eventuate, also, in case Par is con- 
tent to let the Crit play certain of 
its pictures on percentage. 

Discussion in Par was reported in 
the direction of assuming the lease 
on the Criterion for a year and 
options or longer, if the proper deal 
could be made with Harry L. 
Charnas and B. S. Moss, who have 
the house. 

While never revealed before, it is 
now understood that Paramount 
made an offer to take a lease prior 
to opening of the Criterion early last 
fall. Par offered $56,000 a year for 
the lease. Moss and Charnas, under 
their 2l-year lease, average nearly 
$90,000 a year for the house. 


Interstate Not After 
The Other 30%, of R.&R. 


Although it might be interested in 
scattered theatres 
the In- 
terstate circuit in Texas would not| 
be a bidder for the 50% interest 
remaining in the Robb & Rowley 
chain following recent deal of 
United Artists Theatre Circuit, Inc., 
taking over a half of R. & R., it is 
understood. Interstate might have 
swung a deal for an interest or part- 
nership with the Robb & Rowley 
organization a year ago but not now. 

Since that time Interstate has in- 
creased its circuit by around a dozen 
houses. More recently it was re- 
ported Interstate might acquire the 
R. & R. holdings or hook up with 
this southwestern chain, but while 
never confirmed, it’s at least cold 
now. The R. & R. circuit, headed 
by Harold Robb and Ed Rowle™, is 
not in conflict with Interstate but 
were it a part of the Interstate chain 
the Karl Hoblitzelle-Bob O'Donnell 
theatre empire would be in almost 
complete control of Texas and Okla- 
homa. It would at the same time 
provide important penetration of 
Arkansas for Interstate. 

Under the U. A. deal, which was} 
closed on the Coast, Robb & Row-| 
ley continue in operating control of | 
their houses for themselves, the vari- 
ous partners they have in towns ex- 
cepting Little Rock, Ark., and for 
U.A. With latter, the deal for a} 
half interest in the R. & R. chain is, 
at the moment, strictly an invest- 








acquiring a few 


in its immediate territory, 





ment, 


UA’s 50 Ballyhoo Knights 


A total of 50 exploitation men are 
being assigned in the field by United 
Artists to handle dates on ‘Knight 
Without Armor’ which has been set 
for 52 day-and-date engagements the 
week of July 16 in Warner and Loew 
theatres. 

Dates the following two weeks on 
the picture, up to Aug. 1, brings the 
total to 103. 


ANTI - DUALING 
POLLS MEAN 
LITTLE 











While there is an evident 
lion against double features in 
progress right now, industry observ- 
ers aver it will not mean a thing! 
until it gains considerably more mo- 
mentum. There will be little or no 
shift in current widespread dualing 
policy. for at least 12 months, and 
maybe longer, because the whole 
business realizes how heavily the 
idea is entrenched and has its pro- 
duction geared to meet the double- 
bill requirements. 

Checks in various sections of the 
country indicate definite increase in 
opposition to dualing as compared 
with a year ago, but trade associa- 
tion officials have learned in recent 
months that polls conducted in thea- 
tres where double features prevail 
seldom mean much, 


PLAGIARISM SUIT 
VS. COL-VAN DYCKE 


Columbia Pictures ana Tom Van} 
Dycke, scenarist and ex-Broadway | 
producer, were named Thursday (1) | 
in plagiarism action in N. Y. federal | 
court, brought by Valentine Davies, | 
playwright, who claims his stage| 
tome, ‘The Fly in the Ointment,’ was | 
lifted. He asks an injunction and) 
accounting on Columbia’s and Van} 
Dycke’s picture, ‘Alibi for Murder.’ | 

Davies claims he wrote his opus | 
in 1929. It was produced in Roche- | 
ster under the title, ‘War Dance’ and | 
later on Broadway as ‘Three Times | 
the Hour.’ Claims script of the play | 
was widely distributed among the} 
producers and that Van Dycke got| 
hold of it, saw the play and when)! 
he, Van Dycke, joined up with Co- | 
lumbia, adopted his stuff in writing | 
‘Alibi.’ 


M-G Starts $2,000,000 
Studio Bldg. Program 


Hollywood, July 6. 

Metro’s $2,000,000 building and re- 
habilitation program at the Culver 
City studio got under way this week 
when ground was broken for the | 
new four-story administration build- | 
ing. 

Also to be constructed this sum- | 
mer are five new sound stages, three- | 
story writers ‘building and the new 
cartoon productions building now 
under way. 























Lawyer Clark Succeeds Hirliman 


Govt in Q. T. Survey of Bklyn 
And Jamaica, L. 1, Theatre 
Situation; Another St. L. Probe? 





Shouted Down 





Hollywood, July 6. 

Oscar Homoika, playing the 
sea captain in Paramount's ‘Ebb 
Tide,’ shouted orders from the 
quarterdeck into the wind so 
long and loud that he is under 
treatment in Avalon hospital, 
Catalina, for laryngitis. 











| main to be 


on: NY. COURT OK'S 


20THS ROXY 
TAKEOVER 


Twentieth Century-Fox now con- 
trols the Roxy theatre, N. Y. Only 
technical details of the takeover. re- 
worked out. Federal 
Judge Francis Caffey made _ this 
possible yesterday (Tues.) when he 
approved the film franchise term, as 


| proposed, and the first mortgage in- 
| denture under which 20th-Fox gains 


the theatre. 

There were objections to some 
phases of the franchise deal by in- 
die bondholders, but the court over- 
ruled these in the interest of the 
whole. Under the terms the theatre 
and film firm will spend $7,500 
weekly in advertising during the 
first year. This ups, according to 
rates, if latter should go up after 
the first year. 

Twentieth-Fox deal for the Roxy 
is for the next 20 years under 
the new organization, answerable 

(Continued on page 57) 


Radio City’s UA Quartet; 
$2 ‘End,’ ‘Hurricane’ 


Another United Artists pic has 
been sold to the Music Hall, N. Y., 
‘Stella Dallas.’ This makes four pic- 
tures that are now dated for the 
Radio City first run. ‘Dallas’ comes 
in July 29, following ‘Knight With- 
out Armor’ which opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.) for two weeks. ‘Vogues of 
1938’ and ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ are 
tentatively scheduled for August. 











Hollywood, July 6. 

George J. Schaefer, UA sales chief, 
announced on his departure for New 
York last week that he is launching 
a campaign to roadshow “Dead End’ 
and ‘The Hurricane,’ Samuel Gold- 
wyn-UA releases, 

‘Dead End,’ first Goldwyn road- 
shower, will get release late in 
August, with ‘Hurricane’ following 


| around Noy, 1. 


In New Realignment of Condor 


Comprehensive changes in the 
management and setup of Condor | 
Pictures, Inc., were decided on yes- 
terday (Tues.) by directors following | 
the resignation a few days ago of; 
George Hirliman, as president. Ed- 
win N. Clark, of Robb, Clark & Ben- | 
nitt, N. Y. law firm, was elected | 
chairman of the executive commit- 
tee by directors yesterday and as | 
such will serve as president ex-of- 
ficio. Also decided to center pro- 
duction and much of office activity 
on the Coast, only the sales depart- 
ment and advertising-publicity being 
kept in New York. 

Along with installation of Clark in 
top spot, directorate named Harold 
H. Anderson, Chicago, trustee of 
Northwestern U; Clark, George A. 
Fry, of Booth, Fry, Allen & Hamil- 
ton, Chicago; and Lewis C. George 
of B. E. Buckman & Co., Madison, 
Wis., investment banking house, as 
directors. 

Amadee J. Van Beuren, chairman 
of board of directors, will keep his 


headquarters in N. Y. Frank M. 
Snell, treasurer, will go to the Coast 
immediately to act as chief financial 
officer. M. H. Hoffman, vice-presi- 
dent in charge ot proauction, also 
heads coastward at once to expedite 
completion of program. 

Condor Pictures scnedule still re- 
mains at 20 features and 26 shorts. 

New group coming into the com- 
pany is not replacing the original 
underwriters, Buckman & Co., it was 
stdted by company officials, but to 
strengthen alignment. 

Condor officials claim that HUirli- 
man resigned because he has secured 
a four-picture pact with Richard Dix 
for RKO release in the coming sea- 
son. Understood that Hirliman has 
been anxious to make these Dix pic- 
tures for some time and with the 
new contract, desires to devote more 
time to their production. 

Hirliman will produce as pre- 
viously arranged, with his commit- 
ments with Grand National for two 


(Continued on page 23) 
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The Government's foray into the 
film business continues apparently. 
There is strong trade belief that the 
Government is conducting a quiet 
inquiry into the first-run film situa- 
tion in Brooklyn. Also, Jamaica, L. I, 

Fact that the Century Circuit (A, 
H. . Schwartz), Metropolitan The- 
atres (Skouras and Randforce), RKO 
and Loew’s blanket this territory 
would indicate that all these firms 
are involved one way or another and 
linked with them is every major film 
distributor. Thus, if there is an anti- 
trust eruption by the Government in 
Brooklyn, it may turn out to be the 
biggest anti-trust scare of the trade’s 
history, even surpassing the St, 
Louis situation, 

Whether the present Brooklyn and 
Jamaica items are to bring about 
complete comparable results for the 
complainants remains open. So far 
as known the indictment stage has 
not been reached. 

However, in view of what the 
trade passed through in the St. Louis 
situation, there is considerable con- 
jecture whether or not more than 
one complainant might be involved 
in the presently indicated Brooklyn 
tangle. 


U.S. CONCEDES 
PIX VALUE AS 
TRADE HYPO 


Washington, July 6. 


Creation of a new film unit in the 
Commerce Department was ordered 
last week, with Nathan D. Golden, 
veteran specialist in picture matters, 
slated to head the staff. 

Plans for vigorous promotion ef- 
forts abroad came to view coinc:dent 
with Secretary Roper’s approval of 
a recommendation from Director 
Alexander V. Dye of the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce for 
establishment of a major division, 
Unit will plug American pictures, 
raw film, equipment, and various 
sidelines in overseas markets. 


For the past four years, due to the 
original New Deal drive to prune 
departmental budgets, pictures have 
been given slight attention by the 
Commerce Department. The former 
film branch of the Foreign and Do- 
mestic Commerce bureau was sub< 
merged in the Electrical Division 
during the 1933 economy furore, and 
market-watching was curtailed dras- 
tically. 

Economic importance of foreign 
pic sales, which have stimulated 
alien demand for miany articles 
made in this country, motivated Dye 
and Roper in opening the new di- 
vision. Officials pointed out that 
direct export trade in photographic 
and projection goods, $21,000,000 
in 1936, is only part of the economic 
value attributed to exhibition of 
American films. Researchers have 
found that exports of household ar- 
ticles, automobiles, industrial ma- 
chinery, clothing, and many other 
items have been boosted by U. S, 
pictures which develop aliens’ yen 
for our luxuries and styles. Good- 
will aspect of the pic business also 
was noted by the Commerce execs, 

Golden has been close to the pics 
ture business for 25 years. He igs 
member of Society of Motion Picture 
Engineers, American Projection So- 
ciety, and Projection Advisory Coun- 
cil. 





4 GN’s on B’way 


Grand National will have four 
films playing first runs on Broade- 
way within the next few days, more 
than at any previous time in the 
corpany’s history. ‘Two Who Dare.’ 
with Anna Sten and Henry Wilcoxe 
on, opens at the Roxy next Friday 
(9), ‘Killers of the Sea,’ with Lowell 
Thomas, premiering the same day 
at the Rialto. 

‘Damaged Goods’ opens July 16 at 
the Eltinge and ‘Spy of Napoleon,’ 
with Richard Barthelmess, is due 
next at the 55th St. Playhouse, 
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Heat, Holiday Slap Down L.A. Trade; 


PICTURE GROSSES 





Wednesday, July 7, 1937 











Faces $18,000 and H. 0. Two Spots, — 


| and one French, puts Palace in good 


‘Marine’ Fair 146, ‘Winkie’ Droops 


| 
j 





Los Angeles, July 6. 

Terrific heat wave that hit 
midweek not only gave the picture 
theatres a wallop, but through driv- 
ing thousands to the nearby beaches | 
and mountain resorts precluded any 


} 


possibility of extra shekels being 
garnered over the three-day holiday. | 
Hollywood and Bevhills mobs hied 


away late Friday or early Saturday 


for Del-Mar, where Bing Crosby’s 
new race track got under way (3), 
and even the nabe subsequent runs 


were hard hit. 
Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
83-$1.10-$1.65)—"Wee Willie Winkie’ 
(20th) (2d wk). Easing off notice- 
ably on second stanza. Initial week, | 
$11,000, which included $5,500 gar- 
nered at $5.50 preem, was okay. Four | 
weeks will be limit. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- | 
55-75) — ‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ | 
(MG) and ‘Had to Eat’ (20th), dual. 


Pretty slim pickings at $10,500. Last 
week ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and ‘Mar- 
ried Before Breakfast’ (MG), oke 
$10,000. 


Criterion (Tally) (1,640; 30-46-55) 
—‘Silent Barriers’ (GB). 
exploit this one, with newspaper ads 
cut down to a minimum, reflected 
by dismal returns at the box office, 
with slim $1,000 in sight. 


be yanked earlier. 


ror’ (GN) (2d wk), oke $1,800. 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—Singing Marine’ (WB) 
‘Devil Is Driving’ (Col), dual. De- 
spite strong opening, trade sagged in 
common with rest of town; $7,500, 


fair, if not very profitable, and holds. | 
Last week ‘Another Dawn’ (WB) and | 
‘Fly-Away Baby’ (WB), average $6,- | 


700. 
Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—Lost Horizon’ (Col) (17th- 


final week). Milking process finished | 
slim $4,100 on _ final | 


up (5) with 
stanza. Run was stretched 
eight weeks, despite heavy 
in the red. 


six to 


Sixteenth week brought 


though rainless weather, 
b.o.’s 
end 


Failure to | 


} 


Pic is in | 
for minimum of two weeks, but may | 
Last week ‘Those | 
Who Dared’ (GN) and ‘Man in Mir- | 


and | 


© Denver B. 0.’s Potent; 


‘Ship’ ig $10,000 
Ship’ Dual Big $10, 
Seattle, July 6 
Outside folks, plus unsettled 


helped the 


here over the holiday week- 


Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(900; 32-37-42 )—‘Day at Races’ (MG). 
Single bill here after two good weeks 
at Paramount. 


Indicates okay $3,200. 


Last week ‘Parnell’ (MG), eight 


days, $2,600, fair. 


Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


| (1,900; 21-32)—‘Old Soak’ (MG) and 


‘Chan at Olympics’ (20th), dual. 
Headed for big $4,000. Last week | 
‘Maytime’ <«(MG) and ‘Romance’ 


(20th), dual, $3,900, big. 
Colonial (Sterling) (850; 11-16-21) 
—Mysterious Crossing’ ‘U) and 


‘Smoke Tree Range’ (U), split with | 


‘Fury and Woman’ (Ind) and ‘Man 
in the Mirror’ (GN), bringing house 


to Monday change date. Looks 
around $2,700, good. Last week 


Louis-Braddock fite pic and ‘That I 


| May Live’ (20th), dual, prices upped 


to 27-37, but only mild $3,500. 


Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,400; 32-37-42)—‘Captains 
Courageous’ (MG) and ‘My Girl 
(RKO) (2d wk). Anticipate good 
$6,500. Last week, same films, $10,- 
000, grand. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 21-32-42)— 


‘Thunder in City’ (Col) and ‘Motor 
Madness’ (Col), dual. Big campaign, 
and plenty of advance billing draw- 
ing big $6,500. Last week (8th) ‘Star 
Is Born’ (UA), nice $3,400. 


Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) . 
(900; 32-37-42 )\—‘Moutain Music’ 


(Par). Please from Orpheum after 
two weeiss run indicates good $3,500 
here. Last week, ‘Met in Paris’ 
(Par), in nine days of fifth week, 


SIX | $2,700, okay. 
dipping | 


Orpheum 


few dollars over $4,000, costing pro- | and ‘Married Before Breakfast’ (MG). 
ducer plenty. ; i ‘ _ \|dual. Expect great $10,000 Last 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 30-40-55- | week ‘Mountain Music’ (Par) and 
65)—Singing Marine (WB) 


‘Devil Is Driving’ (Col), dual. Con- 
sidering the heat and counter-attrac- 
tions, will have to be satisfied with 
fair $6,800. Bill holds. Last week 
‘Another Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Fly- 
Away Baby’ (WB), oke $7.500. 
Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Hollywood Cowboy’ (RKO) 
and ‘Night of Mystery’ (Par), dual, 
and vaude. Not much on screen to 


wk), nice $4,900. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,450; 16-27- 
37)—Draegerman Courage’ (WB) 
,and vaude. Indicate big $4,000. Last 
|; week, ‘Melody for Two’ (WB) and 
| vaude, mild $2,900. 


Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (3,106-32-37-42) — ‘Another Dawn’ 
|(WB) and ‘Meet Missus’ ‘RKO), 
dual. Fair $5,500. Last week, ‘Day 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) | 
| (2,700; 32-37-42 )}—Slave Ship’ (20th) | 


‘CAP’NS’ OK IN MONT’L 


Getting 8G with Little Opposish; 
‘Honolulu’ Poor $4,500 








Montreal, July 6. 
Brace of holdovers, one English 


spot with ‘Captains Courageous’ with 


Balance lucky 
Nabes, however, are do- 


locally popular cast. 
to get by. 
ing well. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Captains 
Courageous’ (MG). Big week, despite 
heat: good $8,000 in sight. Last week 


‘Parnell’ (MG) _ disappointing at 
$6,500. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Slave 
Ship’ (20th) and ‘Big Business’ 


(20th) (2d wk). Still holding up and 
should gross fair $5,000, after $6,500 
last week. 

Loew’s (M.T.Co.) 
‘Wings Over Honolulu’ 
‘Killer at Large’ (Par). 
forecasts only $4,500, poor. 
week ‘There Goes My Girl’ 


(3,200: 
(U) 


40)— 


Last 
(RKO) 


and ‘Border Cafe’ (Par), fair $5,000. 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—Night 
Must Fall’ (MG) and ‘That Man’s 


Here Again’ (WB). May get $6,000, 
good. Last week ‘Girl Said No’ (GN) 
and ‘Ting Ah Ling’ (GN), $5,500, 
good. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Cesar’ (7th wk). Holding 
up to about $1,500. Last week about 


same. 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) | 


—‘La Loupiote’ and ‘Le Joli Monde.’ 
Looking for $4,000, good. Last week 
$3,800, good on ‘La Guerre des 
Gosses’ and ‘Le Calvaire de Cimiez.’ 





NO BIZ IN KC; 


MUSIC FAIR 86 


Kansas City, July 5. 

Double holiday week has slapped 
pic takings as imp as wet wash. No 
nothin’ for nobody. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Mountain Music’ (Par) and March 
of Time issue. Doing as well as any; 
$8,000, fair. Last week, ‘Slim’ (WB) 
and fight pic, yanked a day early 
after $7,000, n. s. h. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) (2d 
|wk). holdover looks mild at $7,000. 


and | ‘Can't Buy Luck’ (RKO), dual (2d | First week good $13,000. 


and | 
Attendance | 





Fourth Dents Prov. Pix; 
| Cap’ns’ Good $16,000 


Providence, July 6. 

Great weather for outdoor activity 
over the holiday chiseled in on box- 
office takings to the extent of bring- 
| ing some grosses to lowest point so 
far this summer. Albee has put on 
| the shutters till fall, leaving only 
four houses on the main stem de- 
voted to first-run pictures. 
| ‘Captains Courageous’ at Loeéw’s 
| will have a clear-cut lead over other 








stands. House figures on $16,000 
and a holdover. 
Legit season opened Monday at 


New Empire with Pauline Frederick 
in ‘Her Majesty, the Widow.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50)—Angel's 
Holiday’ (20th) and vaude with 
Hardeen. All things considered, 
pace not so bad; looks good for 
$6,500, fair. Last 
Baby’ (WB) and Bowes Ams, $7,400 
| oke. 

Loew's State (3,200; 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG). 
tives are going for it. Under better 
conditiens the take vould have been 
greater, but $16,000 nothing to be 
laughed at; holdover sure. Last 
week, ‘Day At Races’ (MG), slipped 
'a bit in second week; $7.800, fair. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and ‘Big Busi- 
ness’ (20th). Here’s an?ther that 
would have had a better chance if 
the weather broke just right over 
the holidays: looks like mild $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Slim’ (WB) and ‘White 
| Bondage’ (WB), about the same. 


25-35-50 )— 








Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Devil Driving’ (Col) and ‘Rio} 
(Par). Advantage of one 


day start on other openings helping 
to bring this one around $7,000. fair. 
Last week, ‘Mountain Music’ (Par) 
and ‘Venus Makes Trouble’ (Col), 
fair $7,400. 


| Gsande’ 
| 
} 
j 


L’VILLE HAS B.0. BLUES; 
| ‘DAWN’ DREARY $3,200 


Louisville, July 6. 

| Hot weather, the holiday and so-so 
product buffing grosses here. Three- 
| day holiday found plenty of the local 
| folks out of town, and those who 


Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)— 
‘Riding on Air’ (RKO) and ‘Behind | 
Headlines’ (RKO). Weak = _ dual, 
weak $4,200. Last week, ‘Woman 
Alone’ (GB) and ‘Poker Fiat’ 
| (RKO), low $4,500. 
| Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— | 
‘Honolulu’ (U) and vaude. Opened 


| good but didn’t hold; $7,500, poor. 
|Last week, ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and 


attract patronage, so bulk of fair | at Races’ (MG) and ‘Girl Loves Boy’ | vaude, poor $6,800. 


$7,500 take must be credited to Ma- 
jor Bowes’ unit on stage. Last week, 
second-run bill. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55 )— 
‘New Faces’ (RKO) and ‘Armored 
Car’ (U), dual. Better than aver- 
age trade at $10,000, which insures 
holdover. Last week ‘Meet Missus’ 
(RKO) and ‘Behind Headlines’ 


(RKO) not so hot at $6,800, even | 


with fight pix exclusive 
wood. 

Paramount (Partmar) 
40-55 )——‘Mountain Music’ (Par) and 
stage show (2d wk). After terrific 
$23,500 on first stanza, heat and holi- 
day exodus slowed down trade to ex- 
pected $14,000 for holdover, which, 
however, plenty profitable. 

RKO. (2.950; 30-40-55) — ‘New 
Faces’ (RKO) and ‘Armored Car’ 
(U). dual. Hitting satisfactory pace 


in Holly- 
(3,595; 30- 


at $8,000 on initial week, with hold-| 


over set. Last week ‘Meet Missus’ 
(RKO) and ‘Behind the Headlines’ 
(RKO), with exclusive downtown 
showing of fight pix. weak $5.000. 
State (Loew-Fox) (2,024: 30-40-55- 
75)-—‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ (MG) 


and ‘Had to Eat’ (20th), dual. Down- | Course. 


town trade off, due to heat and holi- 
day, so best in sight is $10,500, mild. 
Last week ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and 
‘Married Before Breakfast’ (MG), 
fair $12,800. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
30-40-55)—‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and 
‘Married Before Breakfast’ (MG), 


(GN), dual (2d week), nice $4,500. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32 )— 
‘Marked Woman’ (FN) and ‘When 
| Love Is Young’ (U), dual. Looks like 
big $3,000. Last week, ‘Waikiki Wed- 
ding’ 
(EN), dual (2d week), okay $2,100. 


| 
| a 
| 





| Minneapolis, July 6. 

| Grosses are nose-diving to new 
| lows currently. A three-day holiday 
|}period resulted in an extra heavy 
| exodus to lake resorts and over the 
| week-end the loop presented an al- 
|most deserted appearance, with 
|showhouse takings negligible, of 
Moreover, there's nothing in 
the line-up of attractions to induce 
any scramble in the direction of box 
| Offices. If it doesn’t wind 
;poorest week of the year to date, 
| many a guess will be missed. 

| As far as films are concerned, best 
|of the lot is ‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ 
j}at the Minnesota, but it can’t accom- 


dual. Moveover bringing weak $3.,- |plish much at the b. o. under all the 


500. Last week ‘Day at Races’ (MG) 
and ‘I May Live’ (20th), oke 
moveover at $5,000. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2.296: 30-40-55-65) 


—‘Slave Shiv’ (20th) and ‘Married 
Before Preakfast’ (MG). dual. Biz 
off more than 50% over previous 


week; $4,500, poor. Last week ‘Day 
at Races’ (MG) anc ‘I May 
(20th), smart $8,700. 
Keeping ’Em Healthy 
Hollywood, July 6. 
Paramount took the precaution of 
inoculating 35 members of its troupe 
going into the Louisiana bayou coun- 
try against contagious ills 
Unit, which wili film exteriors for 
C. B. De Milles ‘The Buccaneer,’ in- 


cludes Williar H. Pine, production 
assistant to De Mille: Arihur Rosson, 
location . director, cameramen and 
technicians. 


on | 


Live’ | 


handicaps. ‘Forbidden Adventure,’ 
freak picture heavily exploited, is 
doing a good job for the Time, while 
the other sure-seater, the World, is 
holding ‘As You Like It’ over for a 
second week. Night professional 
baseball starts next week, which is 
something more for the showhouses 
to worry about. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—Call It Day’ (WB) and Louis- 
Braddock pictures (2d runs), split 
| with ‘Way Out West’? (MG) (2d run), 
| with split dual first-runs last three 
| days ‘Wings of Morning’ (20th) and 
|‘That I May Live’ (20th). Pretty 
| good $1,400 in prospect. Last week 
|‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) (2d run), 
jsplit with ‘Sins of Children’ (GN) 
jand ‘Can’t Buy Luck’ (RKO), dual 
| first runs, light $900. 
' Century (Publix-Singer) 
| 25-35-40)—‘Sing and Be Happy’ 
|} (20th). Can’t expect much of this 
jone in the face of conditions. Will 


(Par) and ‘Mountain Justice’ 


up the | 


(1,600: | 


| Uptewn (Fox) (2,020; 25-40)— 
| ‘Love from Stranger’ (UA). Getting 
a come-on selling and may go to 
|okay $4,500. Last week, ‘Angel’s 
| Holiday’ (20th) and Disney Academy 
| Award Revue (UA) (2nd week), 
$3,000, fair. 


No Hits, No Biz, Plenty Red in Mpls.; 
Powell-Rainer Light 76, Dawn’ N.G. 46 


'be lucky to top poor $3,000. Last 
| week ‘Good as Married’ (U), $3,200, 
| poor. 
| Minnesota (Publix-Singer) 
| 25-35-55 )—‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ 
(MG). Best picture in town and de- 
serves better fate than it’s experienc- 
jing. Powell-Rainer combo bringing 
| in some trade, but not enough. Light 
$7.000 indicated. Last week ‘Moun- 
{tain Music’ (Par), $8,500, fair. 
Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 
25-35-40)—‘Another Dawn’ (WB). 
| Kay Francis no longer so forte at 
| box office here. Errol Flynn up and 
|coming, but has a way to travel yet. 


(4,200; 


|Picture itself, however, no out- 
| stander and poor $4,000 looms. Last 
week ‘Go-Getter’ (WB) and Louis- 
Braddock pictures, $7,000 in eight 


days, disapvointing. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
40)—'Pick a Star’ (MG) and 
at Olympics’ (20th), dual. Climbing 
toward pretty good $3,000, thanks to 
‘Chan.’ Last week ‘Hotel Haywire’ 
(Par) and ‘Behind Headlines’ (RKO), 
dual, $2,500, fair. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘For- 
bidden Adventure’ (Indie). Freak 
|picture given heavy advertising and 
exploitation campaign, which is pro- 
ducing box office results. Headed 
|for big $2,500. Last week ‘Bat Whis- 
pers’ (Indie), eight days, poor $700. 

Uptewn (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Star Is Born’ (20th). First nabe 
showing. Looks like good $3,200. 
Last week ‘Love Is News’ (20th), 
$3.000, oke. 

World ‘(Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
“As You Like It’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Well received and headed for pretty 
fair $1,200. Last week $1,500, good. 


‘Chan | 


elected to stay at home sought recre- 
ation out-of-doors. 
Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) 
(1,500; 15-25-40) — ‘Captains Cou- 


cartoon. Moved over from Loew’s 
and should pull strong $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Day at Races’ (MG) 
‘Racketeers in Exile’ (Col), 
fine $3,800. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
“Wake Up’ (20th) and ‘Jeeves’ (20th), 
dual. Fair $2,206 indicated on seven- 


Justice’ (U) and ‘We Have Our Mo- 


Loew’s State (3,000; 
‘Emperor's Candlesticks’ (MG) 
‘Nobody's Baby’ (MG), dual. 
raves from cricks on this pair, and 
weather factor, plus light holiday 
biz, will hold gross down to fair 
$6,200. Last week, ‘Captains Cou- 
rageous’ (MG) and Disney Academy 
cartoon, good $12,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) 
15-25-40)—‘Another Dawn’ 


and 


word-of-mouth 
$3,200. indicated. 
Bondage’ (WB) and Louis-Braddock 
fight pie exclusive. Color-line 
sharply drawn here. 
help the sport film. 
fair $3,700. 

Ohio (Settos) (900: 15)—‘Public 
Enemy’s Wife’ (WB) and ‘One Rainy 
| Afternoon’ (UA), dual, split with 
| ‘State Fair’ (20th) 
| Tractors’ (FN), dual. Good $1,500. 
Last week, ‘Modern Times’ (UA) and 
‘Sing, Baby’ (20th), dual. split with 
‘Old Man Rhythm’ (RKO) 
‘Fauntleroy’ (UA), dual, fine $1,600. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3.000; 
25-40) ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) 
March of Time. 


lukewarm. Weak 


Wound up with 





and 


Music’ (Par) and ‘Make Way for To- 
| morrow’ (Par), dual, on 
tepid $3,500. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1.500: 
25-40 )\—Sing and Be Happy’ (20th) 
and ‘She Had to Eat’ (20th), dual. 
Mild hot weather product § and 
nothing exciting looked for. Should 
cop fairish $3,400. Last week. ‘Rid- 
ing on Air’ (RKO) and ‘Can't Buy 
| Luck” (tRKO), dual, satisfactory 
} $3,600, 


ve Re 


week, ‘Fly Away | 


Na- | 


rageous’ (MG) and Disney Academy | 


and | 
dual, 


day stanza. Last week, ‘King and | 
Chorus Girl’ (WB) and ‘Internes’ 
(Par), dual, split with ‘Mountain 


ments’ (WB), dual, average $2,300. | 
15-25-40 )— | 


No | 


(1,000: | 
(WB). | 
Marquee names oke, but notices and | 


Last week, ‘White | 


which didn't | 


and ‘Earthworm | 


and | 


15- | 


Response just so-so | 
and take pointing to $6,000, good 
enough. Last week, ‘Mountain 


holdover, | 


15- | 


Pittsburgh, July 6. 

Fourth boffed the film trade, but 
| nobody was particularly surprised, 
Those three-day weekend holidays 
are poison anyhow and burg was 
practically emptied by a motor cara. 
van that began Friday (2) and didn’t 
let up until yesterday (Monday ). 

Stanley’s giving ’em the best bar- 
gain of the period, ‘Slim’ on screen 
and Henry Armetta heading stage, 
and knocking off the lion’s share of 
trade. Nice 19% G. Penn’s ‘Em- 
peror’s Candlesticks’ a big disap- 
pointment, while Alvin is skidding 
to new recent low with ‘She Had to 


Eat’ and Technicolor Coronation 
reel. Yanking combo after five 
days. 

Downtown getting another tem. 


porary first-runner Friday (9), when 

Art Cinema, foreign film site closed 

for last month, reopens with ‘Dam- 
aged Lives’ for run. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘She Had to Eat’ (20th) and Corona- 

| tion in Technicolor (20th). Got the 
usual healthy Friday biz on strength 
of Bank Night and then died prompt- 
ly. Bill goes out tonight (6) after 
five days to miserable $2,100, with 
‘Man In Mirror’ (GB) and ‘Michael 
O'Halloran’ (Rep) opening tomorrow 
(7) for three days. Last week, Louis- 
Braddock fight pic proved a dud 
and, with ‘Angel’s Holiday’ (20th), 
| took it on the chin at $4,300 in nine 
days. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 

—Good As Married’ (U). House 
started something new this week, a 
Lucky Herald stunt with a $500 give- 
away. Customers merely required 
to register and presence not neces- 
| sary at time of drawing. Distributed 
around 100,000 of the announcements 
and helping weak flicker immeas- 
urably. Looks like around $4,500 and 
that’s plenty okay. Last week, 
‘Wings Over Honolulu’ (U), ordinary 
$3,300. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ (MG), 
Woeful weakie for Powell and Rai- 
ner and biz nothing up to what was 
expected of this co-starring combo. 
Crix didn’t help it any with unflat- 
tering notices and film will be lucky 
to wind up with $12,000, poor. Last 
week, ‘Another Dawn’ (WB), $10,000, 
very poor. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 25-40-60)— 
‘Slim’ (WB) and Henry Armetta on 
stage. Good all-around bill getting 
what biz there is left after the holi- 
day exodus and may reach very 
good $19,500. That’s not particularly 
healthy but considering week’s gen- 
eral indifference creditable enough. 
Last week, Ozzie Nelson’s band and 
‘Night Must Fall’ (MG), finished ex- 


ceptionally strong and wound up 
with $20,000, swell. 
Warner (WB) (2,000: 25-40)— 


‘Hotel Haywire’ (Par) and ‘Night of 
Mystery’ (Par). Back to duals again 
|after two consecutive weeks of smash 
| h.o.’s from Penn and doing just about 
average for twin bills here. Maybe 
$3,800. Last week, ‘Captains Cou- 
| Tageous’ (MG), smashed through 
with corking $8,200 after its sock 
week at Penn and could have stuck 
around indefinitely, but booking jams 
| prevented that. 


Balto Will Be Contrary, 
Holiday Helping B.0.’s; 
‘Paris’ Robust $14,500 


Baltimore, July 6. 

Cool breezes which kept many in 
town for holiday weekend, plus 
upped prices, sent local grosses up 
1 bit and bolstered takings for a 
‘eirish lineup of product. Stanley 
is !eading the town, in opening “I 
Met Him in Paris’ (Par) one day 
earlier than usual and holding up 
to a robust $14,500. 

‘New Faces’ (RKO), coupled with 
Benny Meroff’s band at Hipp, click- 
ing along to fair $12,000, with ‘Ele- 
phant Boy’ (GB), held an extra two 
days at Keith’s, indicating fair $5,100 
for the nine days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’'s-UA) (3.000: 15- 
25-30-35-40-55) — ‘Captains Coura- 
geous (MG) (2nd wk). Holding up 
in fair fashion; $5,900. First wee 
swell $14,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.500; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘New Faces 
(RKO) plus Benny Meroff and orch. 
Going along to fair $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Riding on Air’ and vaude, 
n.g. $9,400. 

Keith’s (Schanberg2r) (2.500: 15- 
25-30-35-40-55 )—‘Elephant Boy’ (GB?. 
Playing an additional two days to 
chalk up $5,100, fair. ‘Make Way 
for Tomgrrow’ (Par) will open sup- 
per show Thurs. (8). “< 

New (Mechanic) (1.400; 15-25-50- 
40-55) —‘Sing and Be Happy’ (20th! 
| plus Coronation in color. Unexcil- 








,ing $3,700. fast week. second of 
‘Slave Ship’ (20th), small profit at 
$4,100. i 
Stanley (WB) (3,400; 15-25-35-40- 
/55)—‘Met in Paris’ (Par). Opened 


one day earlier and clicking in greet 
style to $14.500. Last week. six days 
of ‘Slim’ (WB) plus Braddock-Leou's 
‘fight pix, so-sq $7,200. 


———=2 
< 


Pitt. Badly Hit; Powell-Rainer Cold 
126, Shim, Armetta P. A., Nice 19156 
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OK Pix, Holiday Spell Big Chi 








Biz; 


Berle-Penner, Vaude Smash $25,000, 
$33,000, ‘Races, 236 


Dawn Bright 


Chicago, July 6. 
Business is a cinch currently, 
building on the solid foundation of 





three cream holiday days. Houses 
aided the build-up by coming 


through with top product to bring 
’em in. 

Weekend was a perfect summer 
session and the roads were jammed. 
In a baseball-mad town, the Cubs 
played double-headers with the Pi- 
rates on Sunday and the Cardinals 
vesterday (Monday). There was a 
gang out on Lake Michigan for the 
vacht races. But, despite the outgo- 
jng picturegoers, there were enough 
incomers from surrounding Wiscon- 
sin, lowa, Indiana and Illinois towns 
to more than make up the difference. 

Palace going into top figures with 
‘New Faces’ and a bang-up vaude 
bill. Chicago has *Another Dawn’: 
laugh-seekers are jamming into the 


United Artists for ‘Day at the 
Races.’ but the crooner-fans aren’t 
flocking in for ‘The Singing Ma- 
rine.’ 


Braddock-Louis fight pictures went 
into the Oriental for a holdover, with 
‘Parnell’ moving from the UA into 
the Apollo for a third loop week 
after doing a fortnight’s real busi- 
ness. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75)—Parnell’ (MG). Third week in 
loop, and doing okay here at indi- 
cated $7,000. Last week, ‘Kid Gala- 
had’ (WB), turned in neat $6,700 for 
third loop session, 





| ‘Day at Races’ (MG). 
from Keith’s for fourth downtewn 
week, okay, $2,800. Last week ‘Kid 
Galahad’ (WB) (2d run), $2,800, fair. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 25-40)— 
‘Slim’ (WB). Good, $5,000. Last 
week ‘Day at Races’ (MG) (3d 
wk.), $4,500, big. 

Lyric (RKO) 


Moved over 


(1,400; 35-42)— 
‘Mountain Music’ (Par) (2d run). 
Good, $5,000. Last week ‘King of 
Gamblers’ (Par), $4,000, fair. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-42)— 
‘Emperor's Candlesticks’ (MG). 
Fair, $11,000. Last week ‘Mountain 
Music’ (Par), $14,000, fine. 


OK BO. in Det: 


Chieage (B&K). (4,000; 35-55-75 )— | 


‘Another Dawn’ (WB). Kay Fran- 
cis a sure-fire draw for this house 
and should shoot the take to swell 
$33,000. Last week, ‘Mountain Mu- 
sic’ (Par) (2d week), plus Braddock- 
Louis fight pictures, got profitable 
$25,600. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
— Midnight Madonna’ (Par) plus an 
advertised program of shorts. Brutal 
$3.000 indicated here this week. Last 
week ‘My Affair’ (20th) fine $6,700 
in third loop gallop. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-45-65)— 
‘Married Before Breakfast’ (MG) 
and vaude. Should get fine $19,000. 
Last week, vaude and ‘Train from 
Madrid’ (Par) in fur nine days, poor 
$14,200. 

Palace 
—New Faces’ 


(RKO) (2.500; 35-55-65-75) 
(RKO) and vaude. 
This one way above the line with 
sock $25,000. Last week, ‘Honolulu’ 
(U) and vaude, good $18,800. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 


75)—Singing Marine’ (WB) (2d 
week). Slipping to weak $9,000 in 
second week. Last week, good 
$19,700. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45)—Husband’s Secretary’ (WB) 
and vaude. Should go a strong 


$16,000. Last week, ‘Frightened Men’ 
(Col), average $13,600. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75)—Day at Races’ (MG). 
It’s only a question of how many 
the Marx Bros. can pack into this 
house—which should be about $23,- 
000. Last week, ‘Parnell,’ second 
week, held to okay $13,800. 





‘Marine’ Tuneful $12,000 
Despite Cincy’s Exodus 


Cincinnati, July 6. 
Holiday-padded weekend was a 


dud along cinema lane, the Fourth 
Serving as an open-air and out-of- 
town lure for natives. Of the visit- 


Ors who swarmed in, most of ’em 
headed for the tracks, the baseball 
orchard, and the amusement parks, 
which extraed elaborate fireworks 
displays. 
Surprise at Crosley 


pull was 


Field Sunday (4) when 30,000 fans | 
turned out to see Dizzy Dean on the | 


mound for the Cards against the 
Reds. The day before the same 
team played to only 2,750 cash cus- 
tomers. 

Rain Sunday night hurt amuse- 
ment biz in general. 
_ In the pie parlors currently ‘Sing- 
Ing Marine’ is tops, fetching $12,000 
at the Albee. At the Palace 
Emperor's Candlesticks’ is pegged 
for $11 000. ‘Slim’ has a $5,000 tag 
at Keith s. Other three ace houses 
are showing repeats to so-so returns. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee 


ce Alb (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
inging Marine’ (WB). All right. 
12.000. Last week ‘Captains 
Ourageous’ (MG), $15,000, great. 
Capitol (RKO) ° (2,000; | 35-42)— 
Captains Courageous’ (MG) (3d 
fun). Nice. $5,000. Last _week 
mit) (MG) @d run), $3,500, 
Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-25)—T 


Mose to Pay’ (Col) and ‘That I 
ray Live’ (20th) split. Par, $2,100. 


‘Hae week, ‘Bank Alarm’ (GN) and 
.y Peened Out West’ (20th), split 
+<2.000 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 35-40)- 


Ship, Bing Sock 
256; ‘Dawn’ Fair 


Biz generally good this week, with 
the Fox a walloping — standout. 
Combo of ‘Slave Ship’ and Herman 


Bing topping the vaude will get 
$25.000. 

United Artists continues excel- | 
lently, with ‘Day at Races’ h.o. 


sopping up a snappy $11,000 on the 


heels of the crashing $16,000 take 
on the initialer. Louis-Braddock 
fight film held over at the Palm- 


State: while enjoying above normal 
biz the first week, reel was no panic 
in the new champ’s home-town. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 26-40)— 
‘Forbidden Adventure’ (Ind), plus 
‘Great Hospital Mystery’ (20th). A 
fine $9,000, hypoed by swell ballyhoo 
campaign. Last week ‘Parole Racket’ 
(Col), plus ‘Venus Makes Trouble’ 
(Col), weak $4.500. 

Downtown (Krim) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Pitfalls of Youth’ (Ind) and on stage 


‘How to Choose a Wife. Adults 
only to pic and flesh show using 
femme models for lecture stuff. 
Town disinterested and take won’t 
exceed fair $3.500. Last week 
‘Slaves in Bondage’ (Ind), mild 
$3,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘Mountain Music’ (Par). 


Moved here from Michigan: $5,000 
will be strong. Last week ‘Parnell’ 
(MG), $4,000, sound. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65) —‘Another Dawn’ (WB) 
and vaude headed by Mary Small 
and Herman Timberg; fair $22,000. 
Last week ‘Mountain Music’ (Par) 
and vaude, $18,000, limp. 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and Herman 
Bing topping flesh show. Tremen- 
dous $25,000. Last week ‘Devil Is 


Driving’ (Col) with Henry Armetta | 


on stage, good $18,000. 

Palm-State (United Detroit) (3,000; 
25-40)—‘Men in Exile’ (WB), plus 
‘Riding on Air’ (RKO) and the h.o. 
Louis-Braddock reel: good $7,000, the 
fight film helping some. Last week 
‘Trader Horn’ (MG) plus ‘13th Man’ 
(Mono) and the fight film, grabbed 
swell $8,500. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000: 30-40-65)—‘Day at Races’ 
(MG) (2d wk). Geiting dandy 
$11,000 after opening stanza snatched 
magnificent $16,000. 


‘MUSIC’ TOPS LINCOLN 


Fair, but Best 

Dull B.O.’s 
Lincoln, July 6. 

‘Mountain Music’ is headed for the 


$3,500 Only Among 


best gross this week on _ theatre 
row. but still only fair. Biz has 
dropped off heavily this summer. 
Milt Overman, Westland Theatres’ 


city manager, cut to 15¢ anytime at 
the Varsity. Used to be two-bits, 
Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (LTC) (1.200; 10-15)— 


‘California Straight Ahead’ (U) plus! 


(Par), split 
the Deadline’ (Ches) 
plus ‘Missing Girls’ (Ches). Good 
going, $1,000. Last week ‘Wildcatter’ 
(U) plus ‘Riff Raff’ (MG), split with 


Red Gap’ 


‘Ruggles of 


with ‘Below 


‘Roundup Times’ (Rep), plus ‘Mur- |} 


der on the Bridle Path’ (RKO), 
fair, $900. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 
‘Kid Galahad’ (WB). Catching on 
nicely. $2.400 in prospect. Not ter- 
rific. but not bad for the hot season. 
Last week “Turn Off Moon’ (Par), 
turned away the patrons before they 
got to the b.o.; light $1,900. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20) 

‘Cappy Ricks’ ‘Rep) plus ‘One 
Wey Passage’ (WB). split with ‘Fire 
Over 
Missus’ (RKO). Slim $1.400. 
week, ‘Our Moments’ (U) plus the 
l.ouis-Braddock fight. okay $2,000. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40) 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


10-20-25 )— | 


England’ (UA), plus ‘Meet the | 
Last | 


‘Mountain Music’ (Par). Burns- | 
Raye do well in this house; $3,500 | 
likely. Last week ‘My Affair’ (20th) | 
made the ever-fading record of Bob | 
Taylor at the b.o. in these parts con- | 


j 
| 





tinuous. Starter good but slumped | 
to $3,000, so-so, 

Varsity (Westland) (1.100; 10-15- | 
25)—‘Roaring Timber’ (Col) plus | 


‘Talk of the Devil’ (GB). House has 
| clipped to 15c¢ anytime starting this | 
week, which is a 10c drop. Pace is 
a little faster, but the money about 
even, fair $1,000. Last week, ‘Sweet- | 
heart of the Navy’ (GN) plus ‘Speed 
to Spare’ (Col), $1,000, fair. 


Yokels Balance 


| 


~ Wash. Exodus: 
Faces Pale 86 


Washington, July 6. 





Holiday weekend sent  localites 
' into the sticks, but yokels poured 
| in by the thousands. First Boy 
| Scout Jamboree is giving plenty 
| competition, but the 25,000 kids and 
| friends are slipping into the pic 
| palaces in between time so _ total 


effect will be about even. 


Both vaude spots doing nicely, but 
| it’s Capitol’s turn to lead. the tevan 
| with ‘Emperor’s Candlesticks.’ Earle 
is kicking up plenty of interest with 
ice skating revue, although smart 
crowd caught same idea at local 
hotel earlier in season. 

Release of Paramount News Chi- 
cago strike shots made all page ones 
and Rialto and Trans-Lux, only two 
| spots io put ‘em on, are doing well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424: 25-35-60)— 
‘Emperor's Candlesticks’ (MG) and 
vaude. William Powell and Luise 
Rainer, plus Major Bowes ams on 
stage, looking toward nice $23,500. 
Last week, ‘Madrid’ (Par) and 
vaude, $13,500, very poor. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) (re- 
vival). Should get good $5,000 to 
put revival experiment across. Last 
week, ‘Parnell’ (MG) (2d run), oke 
$4,600. 

Earle (WB) 


(2,244; 25-35-40-60-70) 





—‘Mountain Music’ (Par) and vaude. 
| St. Moritz Ice Carnival novelty 
| helping toward nice $19,000. Last 
| week, ‘Another Dawn’ (WB) and 
| vaude, fair $15,500. 

| Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-50) 

i ‘New Faces’ (RKO). Opened well 
| Wednesday (30), but dived when 
| other houses debuted Friday. Will 
| wind up with just fair $8,000. Last 
| week, ‘Riding on Air’ (RKO), light 
| $6,500. 

| Met (WB) (1,835; 25-40) — ‘Devil 
Driving’ (Col). Fair $4,000. Last 


week, ‘Met in Paris’ (Par) (2d run), 
swell $7,000. 


Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) (3d 
week). Looks like good $9,000. Last 


week, second, big $13,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55) 
—‘Mississippi’ (Par) and ‘Looking 
for Trouble’ (UA) (revivals). Aided 
by insertion of Par strike reel, 





‘Theodora Goes Wild’ (Col) and ‘The 
| Virginian’ (Par) (revivals), 
| $3,300. 


‘Cap’ns’ Big $9,500 
| In Healthy Denver 


Denver, July 6. 
First are the 








runs okay, despite 


three-day holiday. 

| ‘Captains Courageous’ gave the’ 
| Orpheum the biggest matinee yes- 
| terday (Monday) in the history of 


the house. ‘Another Dawn’ is strong 
at the Denver. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
| ‘Slave Ship’ (20th). following a week 
at the Denver. Okay $4.000. Last 


| week, ‘Kid Galahad’ (WB), got okay 


| $3.500, following a week at the 
Denver. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
| ‘Criminals of Air’ (Col) and ‘Frame- 
| Up’ (Col). So-so $2,500. Last week, 
| ‘Hell Divers’ (MG) and ‘Girls Can 

Play’ good $3,800. 
| Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
| 40)—‘Mountain Music’ (Par). Very 
| good $8.500. Last week, ‘Madrid’ 
(Par), $5,700. 
Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Another Dawn’ (WB) and _ stage 

| band. Combo drawing good $12,000 


Last week, ‘Slave Ship’ (20th), nice 
$11,500 and went to Aladdin. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) and 
‘You Can’t Buy Luck’ (RKO). Sock 
at $9,500 pace. Last week, ‘Meet 
Missus’ (RKO) and ‘13th Chair’ 
(MG), aided by the Louis-Braddock 
fight films, got good $8,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40) 
‘Go-Getter’ (WB) and ‘Strangers on 
| Honeymoon’ (GB). Fair $3,000. Last 
week. ‘Angel's Holiday’ (20th) and 
| ‘Big Business’ (20th), good $4,000. 


OSSES 


| strong, 





VARIETY 








——— 





Weekend Scram-Out and NSG Pix 


Mean NSG B'way Biz; ‘New Faces’ 
756. ‘Marine’ 25G, ‘King Sol’ 306 


Attractions are not’ generally 
but the play downtown the- 


atres received over the three-day | over the 


Fourth of July week-end proved dis- 


ippointing. Great exodus of people 


| 


from the city was seemingly not | 
made up by out-of-towners, as has 
occurred on other holidays. Man- | 
gers estimated that about 65% of 


the business over the three days was 


from those who came to New York 


for the Fourth. 

New pictures of the week, which 
may not have been seen by the out- 
ol-towners in their own bailiwicks, 
include ‘New Faces,’ ‘The 
Marine, ‘King Solomon’s 
‘King of Gamblers,’ 
Frightened Men’ and, 


Mines,’ 
‘League. of 
on a double 


| bill at the Palace, ‘Meet the Missus.’ 


None of these pictures are setting 
anything on fire. ‘New Faces,’ Mil- 
ton Berle’s first picture, doesn’t look 


more than about $75,000 for the 
Music Hall, just fair for a holiday 
week here. 

‘Singing Marine’ may take the 


Strand to $25,000, good, but not big, 
and will remain a second week. The 
{oxy looks about $30,000, okay for 


60-85-99-$1.65)—‘New Faces’ (RKO?) 
and stage show. This house got the 
most of the out-of-town business 


Fourth but only about $75,- 


| 000 indicated on the week. disap- 
pointing though fair. Last week only 
$65,000 for ‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB), 
poot 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—League of 
Frightened Men’ (Col) At ~$8,000 
okay. Last week, ‘A Fight to the 
Finish’ (Col), plus the Louis-Brad- 
dock fight films, got $7,500, disap- 
pointing. 

Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-99 ) 


‘Slave Ship’ (20th) (3d week) 


Sluf- 


| fing off and probably not more than 


Singing | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


this house, with ‘King Solomon’s | 
Mines’ and a stage show. ‘King of 
Gamblers’ is a shade better than 


most pictures have been recently at 
the Criterion, but on the week won't 


be over $12,000, okay. Rialto’s 
‘League of Frightened Men’ points 
to around $8,000, all right. 


$15,000, 


if that, yet stays a fourth 
week. House having difficulty 
finding a picture to follow. Second 
week for ‘Ship’ was around $20,000. 


Is 


Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75)—King 
| Solomon’s Mines’ (GSB) and _ stage 
|show. Business up a little bit this 
| week, around $30,000, fair enough. 
| Last week house just got out at 
$24.300 with ‘Riding on Air’ (RKO). 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—‘Singing 
Marine’ (WB). This one is doing 
pretty good at a possible $25,000 the 
first week. It goes a second. Last 
week, ‘Slim’ (WB) got around 
| $17,000. 

State (3,450: 35-55-75)—‘Woman 
Chases Man’ (UA) (2d run) and 
Duke Ellington’s orchestra. House 
gets back to normal this week at 
indicated $25,000. Last week ‘Par- 
nell’ (MG) (2d run) and vaude 


| 


headed by Emile Boreo, $20,000, dis- 


| appointing. 


Aided by the July 4 week-end, the | 


Paramount is best among the hold- 
overs with ‘Moutain Music’ and the 
Clyde Lucas band, plus Ethel Mer- 


|man, bringing $30,000 on the second 


should rise to nice $3,500. Last week, | 


week, ending last night (Tues.). 
‘Easy Going’ on the screen and Mar- 
tha Raye in person open today 
(Wed.). Miss Raye is booked for a 
fortnight. Third (final) week for ‘A 
Day at the Races’ at the Capitol will 
be no more than about $20,000, but 


fair enough. ‘Emperor’s Candle- 
sticks’ opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Rivoli’s third week with ‘Slave Ship’ 
suggests less than $15,000 but pic- 
ture is going a fourth week, due to 
lack of product. House is not set on 
what its next picture will be. 

‘Captains Courageous’ went out of 
the Astor Monday night (4), its 
final eight days being $9,900. Picture 
is pointed for the Capitol and may 
ypen there after ‘Emperor's Candle- 
sticks.’ Universal’s ‘Road Back’ at 
the $2 Globe picked up somewhat 
last week, its second, getting $12,100 
after a first week’s take of $10,500. 
U has the Globe for a month. House 
goes to Par July 28 for roadshowing 
of ‘Souls at Sea,’ while the Astor 
opens a week ahead (21) with ‘High, 
Wide and Handsome’ on a two-a-day 
run, 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG). Closed 
here Monday night (4) after a run 


good | of seven weeks that was profitable; 


final eight days, $9,900. 
|}and Handsome’ 
| July 21 at $2 top. 








| 


‘High, Wide | wire’ (Par), double. 
(Par) set to open | $4,000. 


Cap ns Hot 336 
In Deserted Hub; 
Faces Fair 176 


Boston, July 6 
Two winners stand dut this week: 
‘Captains Courageous’ and the Walt 


Disney Academy svecial day-and- 
dating at the Orph and State, and 
‘New Faces’ on a dual bill at the 
Memorial. 

Otherwise town is lethargic. Tre- 
|mendous exodus from this area to 


the Cape and northern New England 
over-balanced the influx of holiday 
tourists. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Nobody’s Baby’ (MG) and ‘Thief 
Meets Thief’ (UA), dual. Very soft, 
pointing toward meagre $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Too Many Wives’ (RKO) and 
‘Border Cafe’ (RKO), dual, with fight 
pix, fair $7,300. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400: 25-35-40- 
50)—Madrid’ (Par) and ‘Hotel Hay- 
Headed for low 
week, ‘Great Gambini’ 
‘Draegerman Courage’ 


Last 


(Par) and 


Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— | (WB), $3,800, poor. 
‘Day at the Races’ (MG) (3d-final| Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
week). Closing (3d) week for the | 40-55)——‘New Faces’ (RKO) and ‘13th 
Marx Bros. comedy looks about |Chair’ (MG), dual. ‘Faces’ got 
$20,000, okay. Second week close to | slapped by the crix here, but fans 
$35,000, good. Tomorrow (Thurs.) | like it to tune of fair $17,000. Last 


the house ushers in ‘Emperor's Can- | week, ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and ‘Meet 


dlesticks’ (MG), to be followed either | Missus’ 
(MG) or | Pleasing $12,600. 


by ‘Captains Courageous’ 
‘Good Earth’ (MG), 
Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55-65-75- 
85-99)— Damaged Goods’ (Weldon) 
(4th week). A good little money- 
maker, this one, with this (4th) week 


suggesting $9,000 and may “go a 
fifth week. Last week (3d) was/| 
$10.000, fine. ‘Juggernaut’ (GN) 


opens Saturday (10) if no holdover. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘King 
of Gamblers’ (Par). May show a 
little profit, around $12,000. Last 

, week, second for ‘Train from Madrid’ 
(Par), under $7,000, poor. 

Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Road Back’ (U) (3d week). Busi- 
ness perked nicely last week (2d), 
taking picture to $12,100 and beating 
the initial seven days’ take of $10,500. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55 )—‘Kid Gala- 
had’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Meet the 
Missus’ (RKO) (ist run). dualed. 
Business away off again this week. 
only $6.500. Last week. ‘Call It a 

*Day’ (WB) (2d run), and ‘You Can’t 
Beat Love’ (RKO) (st run). plus 
the Louis-Braddock fight pictures 
which meant nothing, $6,500. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 

“Mountain Music’ (Par) and Clyde 
Lucas orchestra, plus Ethel Merman 
in person (2d week). Holiday busi- 
ness helped to get $30,000 on second 
(final) week for this show 
last night (Tues.). 
was $40.000. good. ‘Easy Living’ 
‘Par) and the Emery Deutsch band. 
together with Martha Raye, opens 
today (Wed.). 


| Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 


} 


(RKO), dual (2d week), 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300: 35-55- 
75)—'Sing and Be Happy’ (20th) and 


vaude. Very pale, but with holiday 
help will hit around $15,000, still 
poor. Last week, ‘Another Dawn’ 


(WB) and stage show with Herman 


| Bing, only $17,500, so-so. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
50)—Captains Courageous’ (MG) (2d 
run), with special Academy Award 
Disney short. Opening of pop price 


, run for ‘Captains’ is sailing into high 


|}numerals, $18,000 on the way. Last 
| week, holdover of ‘Day at Races’ 
|\(MG) and ‘Racketeers in Exile’ 


| dual. 


; ending | 
First seven days | 


(Col), surprisingly good at $14,400. 
Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 


55)—*Madrid’ (Par) and ‘Hotel Hay- 
wire’ (Par), dual. Poor $6,500 at 
best. Last week, ‘Great Gambini’ 
(Par) and ‘Dracverman Courage’ 


(WB), double, $6,000, red 

Scollay (M&P) (2.700; 25-35-40-55) 
-——“Kid Galahad’ (WB) (3d run) and 
‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) (2d run). 
Looks fair, $6,500. Star Is 
Born’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Midnigcht 
Court’ (WB) (Ist run), okay $7,200. 


Shubert (GN) (1,590: 55-85-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Cirl Said No’ (GN) (2d 
week ). Roadshow sagging. First 
Stanza slipped, $7.000. One more 


frame. 
State (Loew) (3,300: 25-35-40-50)—~ 


‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) (8d 
run), with Disney Academy Award 
cartoon feature (UA) tomying 
home with dandy $15.000 in sieht. 
Last week, for ‘Day at Races’ (MG) 
and ‘Racketee in Exile’ (Col), 
double, satisfactory $10,000, 
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PICTURE GROSSES 











Holiday Weather Sours Philly B.0.’s; 


Marine 1676, Faces Only Fair 116 





Philadelphia, July 6. 

Perfect holiday weather spelled 
bad medicine for most of the down- 
town film houses, with most of | 
Philly’s amusement-seeking popula- 
tion out of the city. 

Fox looks to be about the best of 
the lot with ‘The Singing Marine’ 


B’KLYN HAPPY 





Weather Gave Pic Houses Break; 
‘Races’ Good $16,500 


Brooklyn, July 6. 





as its feature. The special bally- 
hooed opening on Thursday plus an 
unexpectedly strong set of notices 
showing good _ effect. Boyd has 
plenty of good marquee names in 
‘Emperor’s Candlesticks,’ but the 
crix were lukewarm and _ trade 
hasn’t been good. 

Stanley surprised the street by 


bringing in its new feature yester- 
day (Monday), and wasn’t any too 
overjoyed with crix reception. Pic 
is ‘New Faces’ and one week will 
be all, ‘The Road Back’ following 
next Monday (12). Earle also has a | 
headache. Current bill is N.T.G. 


Revue on stage and ‘Married Before 
Breakfast’ on screen. 
Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Turn Off | 
Moon’ (Par) (2d run). Tepid $2,000 
seen. Last week ‘Miracles’ (UA) 
(Ist run), $900 for three days. ‘Pick 
a Star’ (MG) (2d run), $1,100 in 
four days. Both low. 


Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65 )—‘Emperor’s | 


Candlesticks’ (MG). Notices n.s.g., 
but marquee names helping: fair 
$12,000. Last week ‘Another Dawn’ 


(WB), rapped plenty and just beat 
$10,000, so-so. 


Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘Married 
Before Breakfast’ (MG) and vaude, | 
N.T.G. Revue. Biz poor. House 


again closed Sundays: $10,000 seen. 
Last week ‘You 


(RKO) and vaude, Benny Davis 
Revue. Figured pix helped, but 
couldn't ouite hit fair $13,000 in 


six-day session. 

Erlanger (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘Dam- 
aged Lives’ (Weldon) (3d wk). Pace 
way off. Flooding town with half- 
price ‘passes. Mebbe $8.000. Sec- 
ond week’s $10,500 was quite a tum- 
ble from start. 

Fox (3.000; 40-55-65) — ‘Singing 
Marine’ (WB). Ballyhooed opening 
and swell notices. Ought to get good 
$16,500 and hold-over is almost sure. 
Last week. ‘Day at Races’ (MG) (3d 
wk), $11,000, nice. 

Kariton (1,000: 25-35-40)—‘Sing 
and Be Happy’ (20th). Looks like 
sad $2,200. Last week, ‘Meet the 
Missus’ (RKO) plus fight pic, $3,300, 
good. 

Keith’s (2.000: 30-40-50)—‘Ahotner 
Dawn’ (WB) (2nd run). Opened 
Saturday (3). Fair $2,800 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Woman Chases Man’ 
(UA) (2nd run), neat $3,700 in eight 
davs. 

Stanley (3.700: 40-55-65)—‘New 
Faces’ (RKO). Opened yesterday 
(Monday) and looks dubious. One 
week is all; lucky if it gets $11.000, 
fair. Last week, ‘Slave Ship’ (20th), 
robust $18,000 in 11 days. 

Stanton (1,700): 30-40-50)—‘Great 
Gambini’ (Par). Indicates fair $6,000 
at best. Last week. ‘Behind the 
Headlines’ (RKO and fight films, 
nice $7,200. 


Feces’ Red 4G in Indols.: 
Marx Bros. Okay $9,000 


Indianapolis, July 6. 

‘Day at the Races,’ at Loew’s, and 
Cab Calloway on the stage at the 
vaudfilm Lyric with ‘Wings Over 
Honolulu,’ are winners of the week 
here in spite of the exodus of many 
natives to outdoor spots over the 
three-day holiday. 

‘New Faces’ at the Circle is below 
par, and the holdover session cf 
‘Slave Ship’ at the Apollo is not 
bright. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25-40) 
—‘Slave Ship’ (20th) (2d week). 
Forced because of lack of strong 
product; meagre $2,500. Same pic- 
ture in its first week did $5,500, good. 

Circle (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘New Faces’ (RKO) dualled with 
‘Behind the Headlines’ (RKO). 
Former given big campaign but is 
not pulling: $4,000. poor. Last week, 
‘Mountain Music’ (Par), second week, 
$4.400, good. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2.600; 25-40)— 
‘Day at the Races’ (MG) dualled 
with ‘Devil Is Driving’ (Col). Marx 
Bros. picture has had lots of pub- 
licitvy, having been announced at 
several previous dates and _ then 
pulled each time. Some of the crit- 
ics were severe, but pull indicates 
$9,000, swell. 
Courageous’ (MG), second week, $4,- 
800, okay. 

Lyric (Olson) 
*Wings Over Honolulu’ (U) and Cab 
Calloway band on stage. 
given build-up; heaced for $11.000, 
very good. Last week. ‘Anothe. 
Dawn’ (WB) and vaude, $9 900, good. 





"Nother Life Beginner 
Hollywood, July 6. 
Nat Pendleton goes to 20th-Fox for | 
‘Life Begins at College’ on loanout | 
from Metro. 
He recently returned from Eng- 
land, where he appeared in a Gau- 
mont-British picture. 


| while Met, with Marx Bros., 


Can’t Beat Love’ | 


Weather Saturday and yesterday 
(Monday) proved keen disappoint- 


ment to outdoor showmen during In- | 
Result | 


dependence Day weekend. 
was that downtown deluxers mopped 
up with some first-rate pics on all 
screens. 

Par is offering ‘Met Him in Paris’ 
and ‘Make Way for 
second week and doing cyclonic biz, 
in ‘Day 


attraction is 


Tomorrow’ for 


at the Races’ as solo 
holding up well. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (2,500; 25-35-55) — ‘There 
Goes My Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Meet the 
Missus’ (RKO), plus new March of 
Time. Holiday midnite show helped 
gross to tune 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Fifty 
(20th) and ‘Behind 
(RKO), $15,000, okay. 
Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Slim’ (WB) 


boost of satisfactory 
Roads’ 


Headlines’ 


land ‘Night of Mystery’ (Par). An- 
ticipate okay $17,000. Last week, 
‘Madrid’ (Par) and ‘Backstage’ (GB), 


$15,000, nice. 

Met (2,400; 25-35-55)—‘Day at the 
Races’ (MG). Solo and doing very 
well. Good $16,500 expected. Lasi 
}week ‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) 
land ‘13th Chair’ (MG), pleasant 
| $14,000. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Met 
in Paris’ (Par) and ‘Tomorrow’ 
| (Par) (2d week). Holiday midnite 
|'show, plus Chi strike pics, giving 


| house hefty $17,000. Last week, same | 


|twinners snared peacherino $23,000. 
| Strand (2,000; 25-35-55)—‘Fury and 
Woman’ (Ind) and ‘Dangerous Holi- 
| day’ (Rep). Satisfactory $6,000 ex- 
| pected. Last week, ‘Happened Out 
| West’ (20th) and ‘Cappy 
| (Rep), $5,500, so-so. 





| 
Tourists Hypo Buff. Biz; 
‘Candlesticks’ Good 126 


Buffalo, July 6. 
With the town jam-packed with 
holiday tourists, local b. o.’s are 
standing up well against the heaviest 
competish this year. 


tents twicd daily Sunday and Mon- 
day; baseball offered night games; 
beaches underlined special attrac- 
tions and the weather was perfect 
for outdoor amusements. Still, the 
pix are giving a fairly good account 
of themselves, due largely to the 
heavy influx of tourists. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ (MG). 
Drawing good $12,000. Last week, 
‘Another Dawn’ (WB), fair $10,500. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) and 
‘You Can't Buy Luck’ (RKO). Good 
enough $7,000. Last week, ‘Riding on 
Air’ (RKO) and ‘Border Cafe’ 
(RKO) $6,500, fair. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 


Ringling Circus showed to full | 


—‘Captains Courageous’ (MGM) 
(2nd wk). Dropped off, but fair 
| enough at $7,000. Last week, big 
| $15,000, 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Sing 
and Be Happy’ (20th) and ‘Once a 
| Doctor? (WB). Fair $5,000. Last 
|week, ‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ 
|(Par) and ‘Turn Off Moon’ (Par), 
| good $5,400. 
| Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)— 
|‘Wings Over Honolulu’ (U) and ‘Oh, 
|Doctor’ (U). Nice $6,000. Last week, 
‘Parole Racket’ (Col) and ‘In Army 
Now’ (GB), fair $5,200. 





Upped Scales in Port; 
‘Races’ Wow $10,000 


Portland, Ore., July 6. 
‘Day at the Races’ is the big mop- 
up this week for Parker’s Broadway. 





Hungry for comedy, the burg went’| 
‘Another Dawn’ | 


for it in a big way. 
at the Orpheum is doing fair biz. 

All of the major houses 
their scales, 15c., tops 
55c. 


now set at 


Estimates for This Weck 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55) 
—Day at Races’ (MG) and ‘Mighty 
|Treve’ (U). Well exploited and de- 


livering terrific $10,000. Will hold. 
|Last week, ‘Parnell’ (MG) and 
‘Miracles’ (GB), second week, nice 
$4.700. Firs¢ week ran up big $7,900. | 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
400: 30-55)—‘Star Is Born’ (UA) 
(6th week). Doing average $2,000 


Fifth week was coupled with Louis- 
Braddock fight pix, boosting the b. 
o. ante to good $3,300. 


Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(2,000; 30-55) — ‘Another Dawn’ 
(WB) and ‘The Great Gambini’ 
(Par). Well received and going for 


fair $5,000. Last week, ‘Riding on 
Air’ (RKO) and ‘Slim’ (WB), aver- 
age $5,500. 
Paramount 
| (3,000; 


(Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
30-55 )—‘Mountain Music’ 
(Par) and ‘You Can’t Buy Luck’ 
(RKO). Registering good $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Madrid’ (Par) and ‘Go- 
Getter’ (WB), weak $4,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 30- 
55)—‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) 
(3d week). Still going nicely, $4,- 


200. Second week strong $5,300. 
First week mopped up for great 
$7,500. 





Ricks’ | 


‘Danger’ Comes Home 


Holiywood, July 6. 
Director Otto Ludwig Preminger 
brought in 20th-Fox’s ‘Danger— 
Love at Work’ last Saturday (3) 
after 33 days of shooting and three 
temporary tieups. 
First upset occurred when Ann 


Simon. Next John Carradine fell ill 
and for the topper Mary Boland suf- 
fered a broken rib. 





PAR SPEARS THREE 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Paramount closed deals for three 
| stories over the week-end. 

Yarns bought were ‘Crime in a 
Skyscraper,’ by Norman Springer; 
‘They Knew What Happened,’ by 
Vera Caspary, and ‘A Straw Hat in 
_the Summertime,’ by George Brad- 
| shaw. 





FARRELL TO RKO 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Radio has borrowed Glenda Far- 
rell from Warners for a featured 
role in ‘A Love Like That.’ 
Cast toppers in the film wil! be 
Barbara Stanwyck and Herbert 
| Marshall. 








Faces’ Shiny $20,000 in Dull Frisco; 
Madrid’ 146, ‘Go-Getter’ 116, N. 6. 





San Francisco, July 6. 

Biz is sluggish on Market Street 
this week, the Golden Gate having 
the only picture which is anything 
near being a winner. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55)—‘Sing- 

ing Marine’ (WB) and ‘King of Gam- 





Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55) 


—Madrid’ (Par) and ‘Fly Away 
| Baby’ (WB). Taking won’t be much 
|over $14,000, so-so. Last week, 


| ‘Mountain Music’ (Par) and ‘Outcast’ 
| (2nd wk.), slipped to fairish $9,000. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55) | dling the mob. 
|—Day at Races’ (MG) and ‘Hospital| 


Mystery’ (20th) (4th wk.). After 








writers. 





raised | 325,000 questionnaires, with more than half returned. 


Wednesday, July 7, 1937 


~ Inside Stuff—Pictures ry 


Fifth questionnaire issued by Sidney L. Bernstein, of Bernstein The. 
atres, Ltd., London, showed Gary Cooper, Clark Gable, Charles Laughton 
Robert Taylor, Ronald Colman and William Powell voted the most popu- 
lar male stars in the order named and Norman Shearer, Myrna Loy, Greta 
Garbo, Ginger Rogers, Claudette Colbert and Shirley Temple, most pop 
femme stars as named. Laughton was the only English player listed in 
the first six male players and none landed in the feminine group. Ques- 
tionnaire commented on fact that Taylor hit fourth place the first time he 
appeared on the list. Miss Shesrer was first for the third consecutive time, 

Of the featured players, Arthur Treacher, Eric Blore, Una Merkel and 
Patsy Kelly were tops. Voters among men still prefer the thriller-adven- 
ture picture as compared with 1934, while the feminine preference 
shifted in that time from musical comedy to society drama. 
showed they liked cartoons best among shorts. 


has 
Both se xes 
Odd feature was that most 
of those in the tabulation did not object to advertising films. 


Frank Capra was voted the most popular director, with Alexander Korda 
second. ‘Mutiny on the Bounty,’ ‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ and ‘M) Deeds 
| Goes to Town’ were rated the outstanding pictures in order listed. Bal- 
| loters suggested, first, that cast lists be given at end as well as start of 
films, and second, that more newsreels be shown. Bernstein sent out 


Possibility of court action, as reported contemplated on the Coast. bv 


| Screen Playwrights against the Authors’ League of America, is discounted 


among League members in New York. Legal move, understood to be 


plotted by the Screen Playwrights, would be aimed to combat A. L. of A.’s 
pressure on League members among the Screen Playwrights. 
Pointed out by ALA members that the League has no idea of try 


ing to 
control its members’ votes when and if the National Labor Relations 
Board holds an election to determine the bargaining agency for film 


All the League will seek to do will be to force writers belonging 
to both the ALA and the SP to choose between the two organizatio: 
the matter of membership. 

If members remain in the SP, they will be asked to resign from the ALA. 
Such action, League members claim, is perfectly legal and legitimate and 
could not be combated in court. 


n 





How studios are subject to whims of outsiders was shown last week 
when Trem Carr leased a sailing vessel for $175 a day, along with the ship’s 
captain and owner, to film scenes for ‘Windjammer.’ Carr also planned to 
employ 10 sailors and to feed the outfit with the customary box lunches. 
Maritime unions informed him he would have to hire a union cook. union 
waiters and dishwashers, also full complement of 21 seamen at $10 a day 
each, besides an outside captain and other officers who would have to be 
paid at the rate they earn at sea. Owner-skipper was out as a player. 
Carr, who had planned to shoot at sea around 10 days, slashed his schedule 
to two days, thus beating the rap, but he is wondering where smal] indies 
will get off trying to shoot sea stuff in the face of such tactics. 

Harry Lachman, having finished ‘Once a Hero,’ and ‘It Happened in Hol- 
lywood,’ starring Richard Dix, for Columbia, wants his release. When he 
switched from 20th Century-Fox to Columbia, understanding was that he 
was to get own choice of stories and general big-time cooperation, and 
right off the reel he found himself behind the eight ball when he did the 
directing on Grace Moore's ‘When You're In Love’ and found the front 
office too willing to give Robert Riskin ali the bows for both story and 


| direction. 





With a view to getting its money back quickly, United Artists is rushing 


| ‘Star Is Born’ through the contracts written on it as fast as prints can 


| take care of bookings. 
| color, at work throughout the country and Canada. 
Sothern was substituted for Simone | 





There are a total of 324 prints, costly when in 
According to sales 
information in UA, ‘Star’ will go through its circulation quicker than any 
picture in the history of this and probably any other company. 





ligh mortality in Hollywood has never been more gruesomely indicated 
than in Metro’s announcement that it will remake ‘He Who Gets Slapped.’ 
Of the personalities in the original production not so many years back, 
only Norma Shearer alone survives. Participating when the company 
first made the pic were Irving Thalberg, John Gilbert, Marc McDermott, 
Eddie Connolly and Paul Bern. 





Players, producers and directors are unitedly sounding off at Republic 
in protest over the lack of a studio publicity department. Republic’s sole 


| outlet for blurbs and puffs is in the form of press books prepared in New 


York and the plaint is unanimous that failure to loosen up with a studio 
praisery is hurting all around; also, what’s the use of putting out good 
films at rock-bottom negative prices if they can’t get a build-up. 





Warner Bros. testing Philip Truex for the juvenile lead in ‘Tovarich,’ 
part his younger brother, James, is playing in the original Broadway 
company at the Plymouth, N. Y. Philip accompanied his father, Ernest 
Truex, when the latter went to the Coast to appear in ‘Marco Polo’ for 
Sam Goldwyn. 





With Warners’ ‘Life of Emile Zola’ due soon, and figuring there may 
be stage and film interest in ‘L’Affaire Dreyfuss,’ Joseph Schildkraut will 
attempt to obtain American stage rights to the Hans Rehfeich play while 
abroad. Schildkraut sailed for that purpose on two months’ leave from 
20th-Fox, to which he’s under contract. 





Harry Puck’s dance-staging assignment at Paramount for the new ‘Big 
Broadcast,’ under Harlan Thompson’s production supervision, is a reunion 
of a former Broadway production association. Both were associated in 
‘Merry-Merry’ and other Vanderbilt, N. Y., stage musicals, nen Thomp- 
son and Harry Archer wrote ‘em and Puck was the juve lead. 





Bobby Breen’s ‘Make a Wish’ has been boosted $50,000 in cost, making 
it probably the most expensive flicker Sol Lesser has made. Gertrude Berg, 
who screenplayed from her original, is writing added scenes. Picture }s 
slated to wind up this week. ’ 





Around 700 Orientals will be used in mob scenes for Samuel Goldwyn's 
‘The Adventures of Marco Polo.’ Extras will go on two-weeks’ location 
with Tom Gubbins, L, A. Chinatown contact with picture studios, han- 


— 





Last week, ‘Captains | blers’ (Par) (2nd wk.). 


(2,000: 25-30-40)— | after a poor start. 


Dick Powell | three colossal weeks at the Warfield, 
has things pretty well in hand at the | moved across the street to the St. 
| Fox, where ‘Marine’ built last week | Francis. Faring well enough on the 


Looks like fair| switch to this smaller house, with 


| $10,000 currently. Last week, | biz pointing to good $5,000. Last 
Latter | $16,000, better than expected. week ‘Another Dawn’ (WB) and 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850, 35-55) ‘Holy Terror’ (20th) (2nd wk.), 


|—New Faces’ (RKO) and vaude.| good $5,000. 

This is the first sock attraction the| United Artists (UA) (1.200; 35-55)— 
Gate has had in some time; $20.000| ‘Star Is Born’ (UA) (10th wk.). En- 
| will be great. Last week, ‘Holly-| gagement forced to the point where 
| wood Cowboy’ (RKO), Louis-Brad-| ‘Star’ is played out. Will finish con- | 
dock fight pic and vaude, disappoint- siderably below $5,000. Last week, ! 
ing $16,000, | ninth, $5,000, fair. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440: 35-55)— Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55)— 
‘Roaring Timber’ (Col) and ‘Love in| ‘Go-Getter’?’ (WB) and ‘Thirteenth 
a Bungalow’ (U). Slim $5,500 an-| Chair’ (MG). Far from pleasing at 
ticipated. Last week, ‘Armored Car’ | $11,000. Last week (3rd), ‘Day at 
(U) and ‘Girls Can Play’ (Col), poor|the Races’ (MG) and ‘Great ‘Hos- 
$5,000. pital Mystery’ (20th), winning $9,000. 





N. Y. Test on Banko 


counsel to present their sides of the 
case at today’s trial. 
Mrs. McCoy alleges she was pres- 


Anent Ticket Purchase ent and heard her name called on 





Utica, N. Y., July 6. 
Must a Bank Night patron who 
waits in a theatre lobby to hear her 
name called, have a ticket to go in 
and claim the award? 


A local justice of the peace will | 


be asked today (7) to give a ves or 
no to this question. Both the 
claimant, Mrs. Margaret McCoy and 
the Orpheum theatre operators, the 
Kallett Theatres. Inc., who operated 
the Orpheum here, have retained 


the night of June 6, that she went 
|from the lobby into the auditorium 
but was stopped in the aisle en route 
to the stage and prevented from 
| claiming the award within the three 

minutes prescribed for a person to 
| answer. 

The theatre management contends 
that she failed to comply with regu- 
| lations ‘thereby rendering hers« lf in- 
‘eligible to participate,’ also that 
‘Bank Nite was without considera 
tion of any kind whatever to the 
plaintiff.’ 
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FRENCH QUOTA STAYS AS IS 





U.S. PIX NOW IN 
AUSSIE AND 
$0. AFRICA 


Capetown, June 8. 
Current pix lineup here is: 
Alhambra (ACT), ‘Give Me 
Heart’ (WB); Plaza (Union) 
time’ (MG); New Grant 
‘China Clipper’ (WB); 
(Union), ‘Woman Alone’ (UA); 
Apollo (ACT), ‘Keep Your Seats’ 
(Assoc. Brit.); Elstree ‘ACTO), 
‘Circus Clown’ (WB). 


Your 
*‘May- 
(ALS), 
Royal 





Johannesburg, June 8 
Coliseum (ACT), ‘Gold Diggei 
of 1937° (WB); Palladium (ACT), 
‘Dreaming Lips’ (UA); Bijou (ACT), 
‘The Great Ziegfeld’ (MG) (revival); 


Metro (MGM), ‘Maytime’ (MG); 
Standard (ACT), ‘Charlie Chan in 
Egypt’ (20th). 


Durban, June 8. 

Playhouse (ACT), ‘Dreaming Lips’ 
(UA); Criterion (ACT), ‘The Ex- 
Mrs. Bradford’ (RKO); Kings 
(Union), ‘Petticoat Fever’ (MG); 
Alhambra (ACT), ‘Triple Trouble’ 
(RKO): Avenue (ACT), ‘Mr. Deeds 
Goes to Town’ (Col); Cameo (Indie), 
‘The Plot Thickens’ (RKO). 





Sydney, June 14. 

Week’s solid rain helped mat biz, 
with nights not so good. Folks 
stayed home nights by warm fires 
and radios. 

‘After Thin Man’ (MG) got away to 
a good start and should have no diffi- 
culty in clicking up a score. ‘Three 
Smart Girls’ (U) also came in and 
looks the goods for high trade. Both 
pix received heavy exploitation prior 
to premiere. 

‘When You're In Love’ (Col) has 
had a fine run of four weeks, but 
will bow out to make way for ‘Wom- 
an I Love’ (RKO). ‘Five Over Eng- 
land’ (UA) also takes a bow out this 
week in favor of ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col). ‘On the Avenue’ (Fox) slips 
into third week and looks like going 
to four, while “The Show Goes On’ 
(ATP) stops on sixth stanza to make 
way for ‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO). 

Par’s ‘Swing High, Swing Low’ is 
not so hot, but good for a moderate 
run if a build results after exploi- 
tation plug. Rest include ‘Men Are 
Not Gods’ (UA), ‘Mountain Justice’ 
(WB), and ‘Top of the Town’ (U). 

Monte Carlo Russian Ballet is 
playing a repeat date for W-T, and 
vaude-revue biz is capacity for 
Frank Neil. 

Melbourne, June 14. 

Great b.o. biz lineup with ‘My Man 


Godfrey’ (U). ‘Rose Marie’ (MG), 
‘Chaces of Light Brigade’ (WB), 
‘Texas Rangers’ (Par) ‘Show Goes 
On’ (ATP), ‘Girl From Paris’ (RKO), 
and ‘As You Like It’ (GB). 

Legit has revival. of ‘Chocolate 
Soldier’ for W-T, and vaude-revue 


for Neil is holding well. 





New Zealand, June 14. 

Pix playing Auckland, Wellington. 
Christchurch and Dunedin include 
Camille’ (MG), ‘Seventh Heaven’ 
(Fox). ‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA), ‘Pen- 
nies From Heaven’ (Col), ‘Woman 
Rebels’ (RKO), ‘Michael Strogoft’ 
(RKO), ‘Three Smart Girls’ (U). 
‘Charge of Light Brigade’ (WB), 
‘Green Pastures’ (WB), ‘Tarzan Es- 
capes’ (MG), ‘When You're In Love’ 
(Col), and ‘Rose Marie (MG). 

Marcus show is still the tops for 
Fullers-Snider -Dean. 


Japs Renew Experiment 


Of Mixed Films Policy. 


Tokyo. June 19. 

Jap producers are making a de- 
termined effort to establish Jap 
Product in spots heretofore riveted 
to foreign flickers. Latest attempt is 
Imperial theatre, operated by 
Shochiku. House has always steered 
clear of home make flickers, but this 
week teamed Shinko’s ‘Aienkyo’ 
The Girl from the Country’), with 
<0th-Fox’s ‘Reunion.’ 

Thus far, none of the downtown 
ace spots have been able to make it 


. S09 with mixed programs. Toho’s 
eluxer, Nippon Gekijo, tried it 
about 


a month ago, 


' with the pic 





But Nights Are Cool 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Despite protestations by L.A. 
Chamber of Commerce, story is 
out that Glen Gray and the 
Casa Loma crew stripped down 


to their shorts while waxing 
for Decca in recordings studio 
last Friday (2). 


Mercury climbed to 105 














Color Coronation Film 
Still Awaiting Aussie 
Distrib; Rent Too High 


Sydney, June 14. 
Colored pic of Coronation has 
been here over a week now with- 
Out release. Pic was offered to 
Greater Union-Hoyts-General Thea- 
tres, but bookers were not prepared 
to pay the stiff price asked. 


All theatres are playing the black- 
white coverage and feeling is around 
that Coronation as b.o. puller has 
slipped into background. Colored 
coverage may pull additional trade, 
but a deal will have to be made soon 
to mean anything. 


CHINESE BURN OVER 


JAP- GERMAN FILM 


Tokyo, June 16. 

Japs are pretty much het up over 
recent disturbance in China, occa- 
sioned by a demand made upon 
Shanghai municipal authorities by 
‘Anti-Japanese National 
Body,’ that the Japanese-German 
produced pic, ‘The New Earth’ be 
banned, Complaining org threatened 
to attack the Towa, 
cinema, where pic was being run, 
if demands were not satisfied. 

Reason for the outburst was be- 
cause the film allegedly contains 
propaganda regarding Manchukuo 
considered distasteful to the Chinese. 


MG’s Anzac Expansion 


Sydney, June 14. 


Metro moves into the Liberty here | 


by an arrangement 
Theatres, owners of the house. 
pansion move is to allow an outlet 
for the ace attractions banking up | 
in the company’s vaults owing to 
the success at the St. James of 


with Imperial 


other Metro acers 
Move will probably take place at 
the end of this month, with ‘Good | 


Earth’ as the opener, thereby giving 
Metro two big city spots for major 
qoreenens. 


HUISMAN’S EXPANSION 
Rere Huisman, New York indie 


jistributor, is setting up offices in 
London. Paris and Warsaw, sailing 


for Europe early in August to handle | 


it. 

Figures on acquiring U. S. 
to foreign pix, probably for dub- 
bing. Also hopes to distribute indie 


Salvation | 


Ex- | 


rights | 


TERN 
|- il 


OAM 


ers, Americans 
Tougher Deal to Protect 
Home Industry 


°28-’39 THREAT 


Paris, 


dissat 


June 27. 

A great deal of 
certain French film circles and a cer- 
tain extent of the opposite in Ameri- 
can film circles came to the fore here 
this week with the publication of the 
1937-38 foreign film quota 

American satisfaction, accom- 
panied by ‘breather’ for at least an- 
! other year, was a result of the terms 
of the quota which rests on the same 
basis of last year and the year be- 
fore. While not accorded more 
favorable terms than they now have, 
they at least can count on another 
12 months passing without compli- 
cations. 

In a decree published in the Jour- 
nal Offciel of June 24, the number 
of foreign films which can be shown 
in France is maintained at 94 each 





(Continued on page 23) 


NAZI PIX SLUMP 
A BREAK FOR 
U.S. FILMS 


Jap-owned | 


American film product is getting a | 


| better break in Germany today than 
it has in many months. Apparently 
this is not because of any desire on 
the part of Nazi government to give 
pictures from this country a break. 
| Rather, it is simply that German- 
|}made product has bogged down 
badly, according to word received 
by picture representatives in N. Y. 
This has brought more playdates and 
additional coin for U. S. distributors. 
Despite this slight improvement, 
all major companies continue to en- 
' counter the old difficulties in getting 
| money out of Germany. Twentieth 
Century-Fox, Metro and Paramount, 
who are securing the bulk of this | 
biz, are confronted with this, al- 
though Par is reported getting a 
break by a circuitous method made | 
possible through a favorable news- 
reel contract. 
In time, the film companies hope 
to have this virtual embargo on 





French Film Circles Dis<atis- | 
filed—Had Hoped Fo. «.gn- | 
Particu- | 


larly, Would Be Given a/| 








Jeffrey Bernard Wedding 
To Edna Bunty Next Wk. 


London, July 6 


Jeffrey Bernerd, distribu- 


general 


tion head of Gaumont-British, and 
Edna Bunty, former Ziegfeld ‘Fol- 
lies’ girl, will marry here next 
week 

Miss Bunty arrives Saturday (10) 


from New York for 


the nuptials, 


NEW ITALIAN 


istaction In 


DUBBING TAX 
HITS U.S. 


June 25. 
New Italian regulations regarding 

the dubbing tax went into effect 

June 21, Thus the last bit of hope 


Rome, 


| studio, 


which representatives of American 
producers here cherished that the | 
high increase in the dubbing tax 


would be modified was buried once 
and for all. 


Even after the decision of 
Italian authorities to up the dubbing 
tax became known, American rep- 
resentatives still tried to persuade 
the Italians not to make such drastic 
inroads upon the agreements latter 
had concluded with Will Hays re- 
garding imports of U.S. films. Hays’ 
representative in Europe, Harold 





Smith, came down here from Paris 
to see what could be done. Now 
that unfavorable new regulations 
have become operative despite all 


| persuasion that could be brought to 


| bear, 
The new Italian 
following provisions: 
1. Dubbing tax is increased from 
$1,500 per film as at present to a 
sum varying between 
$5,500 per film, 


film decree has 


the amount being 
made dependent upon the b.o. re- 
ceipts of all the cinemas in Italy 
where films are shown, 

9 


allowed to dub three foreign films 





| produced. 
| creased to four, 
| dubbing 


free of tax for every Italian film he 
Now that number is in- 
and the value per 
permit is fixed at $125— 


| making a total of $10,000 subsidy per 


money removed through diplomatic | two foreign films shown, 


! 
| 
| $200,000 a 
| 
|" 
| 


Italian film produced, 
$4,500 as heretofore. 


instead of 


producers by the Italian government 
have been upped from $100,000 to 
year—thus providing a 
| further subsidy in addition to the 
above-mentioned $10,000 per film ob- 
tained from the sale of the dubbing 
permits. 

4. All Italian cinemas are required 
show Italian film for every 
instead of 


| to one 


American films on the continent. efforts of the U. S. State Department. | one to every three as heretofore. 





G.U.T.-Hoyts Deal, Plus 20th Angle, 


A Tough Jigsaw Puzzle In Austie 


June 15. 
throw all 


Sydney, 
Take a puzzle, 
the pieces 
attempt to 


jigsaw 


put the thing together 


yn the ground, and then | 


| Right 
schemes 


Doyle's 
that 


now, 
planned 


got so many 


he’s 


Said he’s 


rather 
puzzled to know where to start first. 
going to London next Sep- 


to appoint an exec 


Doyle, who quits June 30, 


reported as in 


Several 


| end 
| . . 
indie names are 


for 
| the job, but no decision was reached, 


the | 


| is ‘Storm on the Plain,’ 


| pany, 
Smith has gone back to Paris. | 


| local company so far, 


| pictures at a time, 
$2,500 and | 


Hitherto Italian producer was | 


| of the Fishing Cat.’ 
i will 
{One scenario 


‘Magyar Studio Space at Premium; 
Considerable Production Activity 


+ 


June 27 
odds 
pt pduce- 


Budapest 
After much wailing about the 
against Hungarian-language 
tion, it appears that there’s money ia 
the business after all. That’s the 
only way to explain the fact that 
both studios at Hunnia and the one 
at Filmiroda are occupied through- 
out the summer. Demand for added 
studio space again revives the oft- 
discarded plan of putting the Star 
dark for the past 12 yeats, 
into working order again. 

Star studio plant, well-equipped 
for silents, can, however, hardly be 
made available for sound film pro- 
duction, since it is located close to 
street-car lines and exposed to much 
traffic noise, 

‘Sports Love,’ directed by Zoltan 
Farkas, and a patriotic picture, ‘Our 
Life and Our Blood,’ directed by 
Alajos Bihari, have just been com- 
pleted at Hunnia. ‘Revenge Is 
Sweet,’ with Janos Vaszary directing 
and Mizzj Erdelyi, Imre Raday and 
Antal Pager in the cast, is now be- 
ing shot. Two more are scheduled 
for production in the course of this 
month: screen version of the suc- 
cessful comedy ‘Eighty-Mile Speed’ 
and an original, ‘Springtime Hotel.” 
Next on the program is a picture 


based on Eugene Heltai’s mystery 
novel, ‘Number 111.” 

Bi- lingual versions, in German and 
Hungarian, of ‘Three to One, Love 
Leading’ is to be shot at Hunnia in 
July. Rosie Barsony and Oscar 
Denes, who were in the stage show 


both in Vienna and in Budapest, 
act in both versions. 

Rosie Barsony is playing the lead 
in a film version of ‘Vicky’ at the 
Filmiroda studio. Next on schedule 
an Alexander 
All these are 
recent successes it 


will 


Hunyady picture. 
adapted from 
local legit. 

Program of new producing com- 
Budapest Film Co., has been 
set for the first six months. This is 
working on a larger scale than any 
buying mate- 
making contracts for six 
instead of the 
usual one or two, beyond which 
local independent companies have 
never gone, 

Sari Fedak is starred 
Budapest Films’ pictures. One scen- 
ario is by Jolan Foldes, author of 
the All Nations’ Prize novel, ‘Street 
Marika Roekk 
in another picture. 
is an original by a 


rial and 


in two of 


be starred 


young author, Paul Barabas, and the 
sixth is a screen version of a pre- 
| war musical comedy hit, ‘Aultuma 


000 | Manoeuvres.’ 
3. The cash prizes offered to Italian | 


| ‘Countess 





5 Courts in 5 Nations 
To Decide Who Owns 
‘Maritza’ English Rights 


Budapest, June 25. 
Courts in five countries witt 
shortly be called upon to decide an 
unusually involved case of authors’ 
rights, when a number of lawsuits 
connected with the film rights of 
Maritza’ come befcre 


| judges in the United States, England, 
|Germany, Austria and Hungary re- 
| spectively. 


' o . 

,0f Ammerich Kalmann’s 
; but desisted on account of legal com- 
in place of | 


| don 


| same 


f closed eye aA é »mber ; 0ksee over his the-| « . 
gain Ww ith closed ge y> ti as = e1 “y Se . oO Den Mir | Stated that final pick may be de-| 
sacYy S y . x Oo x ‘ *L1IO . S >, —— ‘ : 
— oS —s out ce Page a insanely Ieee P . 2 = : | ferred until! Charles Munro returns 
rounding Stuart F. Doyle, Norman| also stating he’s going to form a fr las : 
g b - . ae rom America. Why this should be 
B. Rydge. Charles Munro, Ken | Stuart F. Doyle Management Trust, nobody can figure out cnien, tatie 
Asprey. Greater Union and Hoyts, | object of which will be to manage no connection at present with G.U T. 
y ~ ‘ | : attrac > . : : g.U.4., 
‘ > - .| anything—theatres, hotels, produc- : : brs 
not to mé ae 20th sie gag Bre a . = . Resa sr *.. erg Fo with General Theatres, because | 
alte : ; ’ é ions, ete, on <¢ -rcentage basis. | 
Walter Hutchinson an an ey | ions c J asis. | ne resigned as co-director of latter 
Crick | Said, too, that he’d even consider | hen G.UT. b aie 
f G.U.T. But Doyle} running Greater Union again under | when G.U.T. bother first came up. 
a ' U jon TI t F 4 | the Ti " ti 1e 1, not a mana ing di | Today, Munro's simply m.d. of Hoyts. 
5S -atres - > Trus -a, not as managing di- P 
is still boss of nion ; reatres in- | the ust ide 1 5 | What he’ll be on his return is some- 
vestments. owners of State Building! rector, but as managing dictator. | thing else 
housing State theatre, Sydney, which, | Bluntly stated that it wouldn't sur- | ; 
by the way, is leased to Greater | prise him were the board to see the | _Reported that at this same huddie, 
Union at a pretty high figure and | | error of its ways before long and | Norman B. Rydge went back again 
used by unit as a show-window. | seek another way out of the present | 45 chairman of directors, which 
Dovle also says he’s not through; mess | leaves the situation as it was before. 


biz by a iong shot, 


| G. U, T. Board huddled 


at week- | 


(Continued on page 21) 


Metro intended making a picture 
operetta, 


plications, Richard Oswald, 
producer 
world 


German 
, some years ago bought the 


rights, minus English-lan- 
Zuaage territory, of ‘one Kalman 
film.” Owing to some mistake in the 


wording of the 
thought he was 
the American rights of ‘Maritza’ to 
Alice Huebsch, an actress, who 
hoped to play the lead in the Lon- 
stage version of the musical. 
Kalmann, the composer, tried to buy 
back the rights from Miss Huebsch 
in order to avoid complications, 
found she had already 
to Franz Wenzler, 
cal manager of Vienna. 


contract, Oswald 


authorized to sell 


but 
re-sold the 
ex-theatri- 


Result is an avalanche of law- 
suits, Arthur contend that Os- 
wald had no right to sell Englishe 


language rights without his consent 
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Day at the Brokers,’ by David Freedman; 


kose. Joe Penner’s s ecialiy, ‘When 
the Berry Blossoms Bloom,’ is a re- 
write on his standard ‘Pussywillow 





Dick Powell and Doris Weston 





slapstick comedy which is exactly 
what Leisen does in the Automat 
scene. When the food throwing ends 


Running time, 77 mins.” 


2 VARIETY FILM REVIEWS Wednesday, July 7, 1937 
a : — sa 
| ecaeen: They also did ‘Penthouse bearish tip she supplies comes) KING OF GAMBLERS 
NEW FACES OF 1937 lon Third Avenue,’ ‘It Goes to Your Mi : R > straight from the Big Man himself, 
MUSICAL) | Feet’ and ‘If I Didn’t Have You’; mature eviews there is a panic of selling. When it (WITH SONGS) 

RKO release of Edward Small produe-| Charles Henderson authored the title wud looks as if everything is lost in the | paramount production and release. Fea. 

KC nares od " ,e ‘heanen Milton Berle, song as well as creating the vocal on ag ps crash Miss Arthur reverses the field tures Claire Trevor, Lloyd Nolan, Akim 
Tons  FOStyEas v0e : > ‘iar riliienti & as ie : ; ‘New Faces of 1937’ (RKO) d ices ar oing up. And | Tamiroff, Helen Burgess. Directed by Rob- 
Parkyakarkus, Harriet Hilliard, William) prrangements: ‘Widow in Lace,’ by : ; : and says prices are going up. | ert Florey. Story by Tiff: "i 
Brady, Jerome Cowan and Thelina tcwls| Bullock-Spina, is a rhumba produc- Mediocre musical with some they do. That’s the kind of girl she | Screenplay’ Doris Anderson: songs, heavy 
hen teagall ~f agrees . s. fA amy ‘tion number flash, and Ben Pollack- broadcasting names. Best is, and that’s the kind of picture it is. | Rainger, Leo Robin and Richard 4. Whe 
acaptation, Harcld Kusell, Harry Clork,| Harry James authored ‘Peckin’ with |} chance is in secondary houses. Yarns of this sort are likely to | ink. em riech beck Ae Coleen cam 
Howard J, Green; —_— hee yg Ney additional lyrics by Edward Cher- ‘The Singing Marine’ (WB). get out of hand by introducing low | os. July 2, '37. "mis 
string,’ by George Bradshaw; sketch, ~ | 

| 





songs, Lew Brown and Sammy Fain, 
Walter Bullock and Harold Spina, Ben 
Pollack and Harry James, Edward Cher- 
kose, Chas. Henderson, Joe Penner anil 
Hal Raynor. Musical director, Roy Webb: 
arrangements, Chas. Henderson; dances, 
Sammy Lee; camera, J. Roy Hunt; special | 
effects, V. L. Walker; film editor, George | 
Crone. At Radio City Music Hall, N. Y 
week July 1, ’37. Running time, 105 
mins, 
Sevmore Se@MOPr....cscceeescecs Joe Pennet 
Wellington Wedge....+-ee-- .Milton Eerle 
es MELT TOCLTE TL CL ...Parkyakarkus 
Patricia... ccccsecccceceess Harrie Hilliard 
WimMy....cccccecscscsecsecs William 1 ‘ 
Robert Humt.....ccceesceees Jerome Cowan 
Elaine. eer err Trt: Thelma Leeds 
judze Hugo Straight Tomnuiw M kK 
Suzy ch . , ..- Lorraine Krue 
Count Mis Moody ...«.-- fert G n 
Hiunt’s Secretary.....++--- Patricia Wildet 
Broker. ...-« rr tity ..Richard Lane 
Stawe Manager...ccccceess Dudley Clements 
Asst. Stage M&r..cccccesse+-0e% Bill Corson 
DOOTMAN.....-ceecceceveess George Rosener 
Bridge Guard.....e-eeeeeees Harry Bernard 
Joe pe ere Dewey Robinson 
Specialties: Lowe, Hite and Stanley. 
Brian Sisters, Derry Dean, Eddie Rio and |} 
Rios., Seven Loria Bros., Catherine Bre nt 
Ann Miller, Three Chocolateers, Four 
Playboys, Dorothy Roberts, Camille Soray, 
Rene Stone, and Diane Toy. 


New Faces of 1937’ is not a good | 


picture. It will bog down the 
ace houses, but its multi-radio cast 
names should sustain it as the scale 
lowers. A salable picture but a 
disappointment. With some 20 min- 
utes out it would shape up much 
better. Still, it’s a hodgepodge of 
vaudeville, night club and _ radio 
talent, unskillfully blended and 
rather inanely promulgated. 

It’s of the 1929 vintage of film 
musicals, ie., backstage stuff with 
multiple auditions. All 
Broadway show, ‘New Faces,’ with 
the hero the author and the girl the 
anonymous angel. This is the ex- 
cuse for the marathon auditions of 
talent. And, of course, the actual 
premiere of the show, for the fin- 
ish, is another parade of new peo- 
ple. The show is an apparent click; 
the mild menacing forces are co- 
ordinated, and withal, things happen 
in the Hollywood manner so that 
the climax coincides with en- 


in 


thusiastic (screen) audience acclaim. | 


Edward Small, who produced, has 
since severed connections with this 
studio. 

Feature was seemingly intended 
as an annual proposition—or there 
were hopes in that direction. It 
arallels Leonard Sillman’s several 
hee York legit editions. But the 
future faces will not only have to 
be newer, they will have to be more 
skillfully blended. As with many 
films of this type, it really reminds 
of a big short, held together by stray 
strands of plot. 7 

Picture marks Milton Berle’s film 
debut. Berle screens well, works 
hard, as usual, and isn’t without ef- 
fective moments. Yet he is rather 
aimlessly projected in the story. 
He'll need sturdier script foundation 
so the jury may be said to be still 
out on him. Joe Penner plays in his 
standard style. Parkyakarkus may- 
hems Webster with Greek flavor, 
likewise in. now familiar manner. 
Harriet Hilliard looks well but is 
defeated by story exigencies, as is 
William Brady. Latter is another 
Hollywood novitiate who first came 
to attention in Manhattan niteries. 
Brady handles a song well and looks 
all right. He, too, will impress bet- 
ter with proper story treatment. 
Jerome Cowan is the mild menace 
here and Thelma Leeds his vis-a-vis. 
For the rest there are Lorraine 
Krueger, Bert Gordon (Count Mis- 
cha Moody of Berle’s radio program, 
more or less dragged in by his dia- 
lect), Tommy Mack (Judge Hugo 
Straight, another Berle broadcasting 
accomplice), the Four Playbovs 
(from Ben Bernie’s radio program) 
in a guitar-swing specialty; three Rio 
Bros., with their nonsense of which 
Eddie Rio’s female-undressing bit is 
the highlight; Lowe, Hite and Stan- 
ley, from Vaudeville, wherein one is 
the midget, the next normal-sized, 


and the third a giant; Brian Sisters, | 


songs; Seven Loria Bros., Mex band; 
Three Chocolateers, teeing off the 
‘Peckin’ numbers, 
doing good taps that drew a salvo 
at this screening. 

There are some funny lines un- 
folded, in the radio wisecracking 


sense, but ofttimes not quite perti- | 


nent to the general proceedings. The 
late Dave Freedman’s ‘broker's of- 
fice’ sketch, done here by Berle and 
Richard Lane, is from a Broadway 
stage revue. 

Songs by the many tunesmiths are 
so-so. No big potential hit and the 
attempt to plug ‘Peckin’ goes beyond 
its basic worth. The odd-rhythmed 
back-and-forth thrust of the neck, 
in simulation of a chicken peckin’ 
at corn, has been used by comedy 
dancers as an exit for years and is 
an awkward and ungainly concep- 
tion at best. It doesn’t screen well 
at all. 

Best tune is Lew Brown and 
Sammy Fain’s ‘Love Is Never Out of 


about a/| 


and Ann Miller | 


number. It is credited to the come- 
| dian and Hal Raymond. ; 
Sammy Lee’s dance staging is up 


to par and the rest of the technique | 


is high-grade albeit defeated by su- 


; Jean Arthur, Ray Milland and 
.| perfluity of footage. bel. Edward Arnold 
‘King of Gamblers’ (Par). 
THE SINGING MARINE Fair gangsters pic featuring 
Claire Trevor, Lloyd Nolan, 
(MUSICAL) Akim Tamiroff. 

Warner Bros. production and release. ‘Love in a Bungalow’ (VU), 
Features Dick Powell. Underlines Doris | . he ¢ reat- 
Weston. Lee Dixoh, Hugh Herbert, Jane|| “Uvenile in theme and treat 
Darwell, Al'en Jenkins, Larry Adle1 Di- | ment. Nan Grey of ‘Three 
ected by Ray Enright. Story and adapta- | Smart Girls’ in the lead. A bot- 
tion Delmer Daves; music and lyrics, | 
Harry Warren and Al Dubin; dances staged tom dualer. 
vy Busby Berkeley; film editor. Thomas | ‘ ‘ Ha en to You’ 
Pratt; camera, Arthur L. Todd. At Strand, it Could PP =% 

N. Y.. week June 30, °'37. Running time | (Rep). Lightweight melodrama 
ee "Brent Dick ” for duals. 

Oe eee ..Dick Powe y j 
Peggy Ratidall...cccsessesees Doris Westen | ‘War Lord’ (WB). Boris 
Se ee ea ree Les Dixon | Karloff as a Chinese bandit 

oes at Ae gage ayeeseecedoes ——_ meter leader in a first class melo- 
Sergeant Mike. .cccc..sccces. Allen Jenkins | drama that merits top billing 
‘Doc’ Rockwell...... George (Doc) Rockwell r} : Dy star is lar 
Larty Adler... .<se. vee LAPT Aer | where the star is popu 
Fanny Hatteras..........-cssee; Rose King | Ricardo Cortez and Beverly 
Se SI, 6 Es dam « calles Marcia Ralston Roberts in support. 

ropey .-Guinn (Big Boy) Williams . . 
DM React eae eh — Veda Ann Room ‘Dangerous «foliday’ (Rep). 
loan . tate Jane Wyman Trivial juve adveniure. 
ere eee ees The Californian (20th-Fox) 





Just a fair musical romance, ‘Sing- | 


ing Marine’ is the kind of a picture 


that should ease by for the summer | 


and may succeed in doing average 


business. Songs are okay, comedy is | 


pleasing, story is strictly musical 
comedy and the casting adequate. 
Picture is a little draggy, details of 
an ordinary story being the cause. 
Daves’ scenario makes Dick Powell 
take the film's title literally. 
From the San Diego Marine base 
Powell and a local beanery cashier 
| (Doris Weston) go to New York to. 
try out on an amateur radio hour. 
The girl flops, but Powell clicks and, 


in a moderate musical. Fair 
enough for summer. 
‘Easy Living’ (Par). Slap- 


stick farce which does not ful- 
fill the box office possibilities of 


Ricardo Cortez as the mythical 
Escobar, Robin Hood of the 
ranchos. Good secondary dual 
feature. 

‘A Fight te the Finish’ (Col). 
Taxi-war meller names, 
appeal limited. 


sans 











EASY LIVING 


Hollywood, July 6. 


Paramount release of Arthur Hornblow, 
Jr., production Stars Jean Arthur and 
Edward Arnold, Production directed by 


Mitchell Leisen. 
derson. From 
screenplay by 


Asst. Director, Edgar An- 
Story by Vera Caspary; 
Preston Sturges; film editor, 


Doane Harrison. Camera, Ted Tetzlaff; 
special photography, Farciot Edouart; 
music direction, Boris Morros. Previewed 


at Fox Westwood, 
Running time, 


Los Angeles, July 1, °37. 
SS mins. 





|in a most fictional manner, sky- | Mary Smith...................4 Jean Arthur 
rockets to fame and in and out of the Ra ‘Bali’. peer nets & . amy sitiena 
| Marine Corps. His Mari Gs Ga TI vas Sedeaus SS Luis Alberni 
a - pals go Mrs. Ball.........0.+s..-..-...-Mary Nash 
| Sour on him with matters not being | Van Buren............-. Franklin Pangborn 
s j : : Mr. Gurney.........200%- Barlowe Borland 
a ,with the boys, or girl, until Wallace Whistling .William Demarest 
| Shs = reaches the finale in|. F. Hulgar........9.----: Andrew Tombes 
nangnal. eS. oad a5 ‘- ....-Esther Dale 
An elaborate night club set i | Office Manager........... ..Harlan Briggs 
_ ght club set is pro- | ‘) A hits Resi ~ 
, Se, Bess den de00ees < William B. Davidson 
vided there as the blowoff. A street Mian Swart. .cccsccsscscsctcses .Nora Ceci) 
scene and basement cabaret produc- | Butler............-.0e eee eee Kobert Greig 
tion number is cut into it as part of —_—_—- 
| the floor show. This sequence is well Slapstick farce. incredible and 
| done in opening and closing on ef- | without rhytme or reason, is Para- 


fective photography for Larry Adler 
,and his harmonica. Song is ‘Night 
faces. Shanghai,’ a ‘Limehouse Blues’ 
idea, plus the dramatic action, with 
Powell and Miss Weston. In the 
Same nitery set Powell aud a Ma- 
\rine chorus do ‘Song of the Ma- 
|Tines’ for the martial endirg. There 
jis also another extravagant produc- 
tion number localed on shipboard as 
the principals are bound across the 
Pacific. Adler gets a couple of other 
chances, especially making ‘Night 
and Day’ count. 

Songs up ahead include ‘Cause My 
Baby Says It’s So,’ a nice tune ex- 
pertly delivered by Powell, ‘The 
Lady Who (Couldn't Be , Kissed’ 
(Powell, Miss Weston and girls), and 


the score and a hit. 
does this latter 
does it exceedingly well. 


Hollywood. 

There are two radio studio se- 
quences, one in New York and the 
other in Shanghai. In the former 
the station letters, KFWB (Warner's 
Coast station) are made prominent, 
| while in China the station is XMHA 
—a subtle gag somebody slipped 
through (change the first letter)— 
with a Chinese male quartet doing a 
Mills Bros. version of ‘Comin’ Round 
the Mountain.’ 

But the comedy is mainly in the 
hands of Hugh Herbert, who con- 
tributes a yell during a telephone 
conversation, in which he plays his 
own sister. A funny sequence, yet 
not as expert as his introduction in 
the film. Other comedians will note 
what Herbert gets out of a small, 
empty wire frame which he thinks is 
|a mirror; full proof of what a skilled 
}and veteran performer can do with 
a minor piece of business. 

Powell is likable throughout. 
though the story lets him down at 
times, while Miss Weston gives evi- 
dence of coming along, but should do 
something about her appearance. At 
;present she seems all cheeks and 
teeth. The too few shots included 
with her hair fluffed give her the 
best break. 
| Allen Jenkins does less comedy 
here than normally, while Lee Dix- 
;on’s dialog is also made very sec- 
|ondary. His one hoofing chance is 
not emphasized, nor is it particularly 
well staged, the routine being ordi- 
|nary and depending upon tricks. 
However, such dialog as Dixon is 
given develops that he is starting to 
work like Cagney. Net necessary be- 
cause he previously has flashed po- 
tentialities as a light comedian on 
|his own. But this picture will mean 
‘nothing to him, Char. 








‘I Know Now,’ the best melody in 
Miss Weston 
song alone and 
C She was a 
night club singer prior to reaching 


mount’s contribution to the cycle of 
goofy pictures which. started and, 
from a box office standpoint, prac- 
ticaily ended with ‘My Man God- 
frey. This one is a poor imitation, 
lacking spontaneity and cleverness. 
Because Jean Arthur has won honest 
high rating as a star during the past 
two years since her excellent per- 
formance in ‘Mr. Deeds’ and ‘The 
Plainsman,’ exhibitors will give ‘Easy 
living’ a buildup and trial. It is 
likely to open big and then fall off 
when the customers are asked what 
they think about it. 

Disconcerting is the fact that .the 
studio spared neither expense nor 
talent in its efforts to make some- 
thing good out of something that 
was second-class when it started. 
Screenplay by Preston Siurges is a 
trivia of nonsense. Mitchell Leisen, 
who directed, tries to overcome the 
|story faults with elaborate settings 
| and keystone gags. The net result 
is an uneven, uninspired and only 
occasionally funny picture, which 
adds nothing to the popularity of 
Miss Arthur, Ray Milland and Ed- 
ward Arnold. These three and Luis 
Alberni, who .overacts outrageously, 
carry the load which finally is too 
much for them. Picture ends in a 
wild chase. 

Opening portrays Arnold as a Wall 
street speculative genius whose mad 
selling and buying has the street 
agog with his financial didoes. Con- 
flict starts with an altercation be- 
tween him and his wife over the pur- 
chase of a fur coat. Garment is tossed 
out of the window and strikes Miss 
Arthur, young stenographer, on her 
way to work. In a jealous fit, Arn- 
old insists the voung woman retain 
the coat and whisks her to the mil- 
liner to buy a hat to match. Then 
-he drops her from a taxi at her 
loffice. Late on the job, she is fired 
jon suspicion that the coat was dis- 
honestly earned. 

Meanwhile, the news spread quick- 
|ly that the big Wall street man has 
a mistress, and Miss Arthur, whose 
resources are measured in nickels, is 
offered and accepts an_ elaborate 
suite in the leading hotel. On the 
basis of her benefactor’s wealth, she 
is given an automobile, jewels and 
unlimited credit. What she wants 
most is a cup of coffee, and she goes 
to the Automat to get it. There she 
meets Ray Milland. son of the Wall 
street wizard. He is a waiter in the 
joint. 

It is really unnecessary to pro- 
ceed further from this point. Except, 
perhaps, to say that a stock broker 
asks Miss Arthur for inside infor- 
mation about the security market 
and, based on the theory that the 





| 








s product n. 
Stars Victor Moore, Helen Broderick. Fea- 
tures Anne Shirley Directed by Joseph 
Santley. Sereen play by Jack Townley 
| Bert Granet, Joel Sayre, from the story, 
‘Lady Average,’ by Jack Goodman, Albert 
Rice; film editor, Frederic Knudtson; cam- | 
era, Jack Mackenzie; musical direction, 
Roy Webb. At Palace, N. Y., double bill, 
week July 1, "37. Ruoning time, 65 mins 
Otis i ae Ie me Victor Moore 
Emma Foster ....... ....Helen Broderick 
Louise Poster ..cccss Anne Shirley 
Steve Walton ......e- -Alan Bruce 
Gordon Cuttings......Edwai H. Robins 
Prentiss .... ee William Brisbane 
Barne Lott : Frank N Thomas 
Mr. White eee Py Ray Mayer 
PrincesS ZaArin@ cccecccece Ada Leonard 
Masistrate P eau .-- George Irving 
College President ..ccccccces .Alee Craig 
Mose Soupeeedeavesenése ‘ Willie Best 
BE, DOO ccccioeevecucnans Virginia Sale 
Mr. Norton eee bedeucwes Jack Norton 
Mrs. North-West........ .. Valerie Rergere 
Bee... Corh Delt. ..ccivvcaces Frederic Santley | 
Radio Amnouncer . Don Wilson 
Victor Moore once again is called 
upon to play one of those docile 
souls, that are his stock in trade. 
in this light-headed film farce which 
RKO promotes especially for the 








there is nothing left for the players 
to do. All semblance of probability 
has vanished. 

Miss Arthur is attractive and does 
her best with an impossible part. 
Supporting roles are taken by Mary 
Nash, Franklin Pangborn, 


such as these one might reasonably 


anticipate some worth-while enter- 
tainment. Hence, the disappoint- 
ment. Flin, 


MEET THE MISSU 


RKO release of Albert Lev 


family trade and is destined for the 


lower half of duals. It is the in- 


evitable turning of the ridiculously | 


wormlike husband in this 
Moore, for all his familiar 
tricks, is a merry andrew to be 
reckoned with, whethcr it be in a 
major Broadway musical, upon the 
screen or on the air. His is a re- 
liable technique that seldom misses, 


bag of 


even though it would seem that the | 


Hollywood scripters 
some rather shoddy 
which to work. 

‘Meet the Missus,’ despite its solid 
phalanx of authors and adapters, is 
not the happiest vehicle for the 
comedian and his talented 
mate, Helen Broderick, but they are 
often able to lift this rather silly 
fable out of the ruts of gagmania 
by the sheer force of their collective 
gifts. Story concerns, in crazy quilt 
design, a wife who is a pushover 
for contests and newspaper coupon 
clipping. 

Both Moore and Miss Broderick 
play their roles broadly and often 
with genuinely comic effect, when 
the story does not let them down. 
Mild love interest is provided nicely 
enough by Anne Shirley, as the 
daughter of the Fosters. and Alan 
Bruce, as a noodle salesman, and 
other suhsidiary roles are amusingly 
played by William Brisbane, Edward 
H. Robins. Ray Mayer and Frank 
M. Thomas. Joseph Santley has di- 
rected the picture at a lively pace 
throughout and the camera work is 


often provide 
materials with 


okay. Rowl. 
Universal release of Trem Carr produc- 
tion. Features John Wayne. Directed by 
Arthur Lubin. Adapted tv George Waegs- 
mer from original by Bernard Me‘Conville; 
camera, Harry Newmann. Reviewed in 
projection room, N. Y., July 1, ‘37, Run- 
ning time, 69 mins, 
See GOD cc cccccenecsveses John Wayne 
PUMNOE, 60 n60cncdsenescecesseses Gwen Gaze 
PON pF ed cvs ecGeccecéereceees Don Kafelay 
Pl VETTEL er Tee eee Pat Somerset 
Colonel Armitage........Major Sam Harris 
a SOD 2ccavsecosoncees Charles Brokaw 
Don Adams coce ....dames Bush 
DOES 6.064 0d0660dde cose Arthur Avisworthb 
Pee re Se eee Karl Hodeins 
BIOMOL sc bcvcévcectvevocesence 4 Jack Mack | 


This Arabian desert picture should 
prove to be dashingly appealing to 
juveniles. It is genuine, multiple 
bill stuff and definitely deserves a 
place on screens in houses where 
customers are not particular about 
their kind of entertainment. 

Unimaginative story. Two news- 
reelmen are assigned, out of London, 
to photo an uncameraed bandit sheik, 
somewhere beyond Damascus. The 
Bedouin turns out to be the boys’ 
host and although the lads get 
mussed up while copping the shot. 
they live to tell the tale. One of 
them, John Wayne, also wins the 
giggly niece of the British com- 
mandant, 


It’s a sketchy production with un- | 


impressive backgrounds, Of course, 
there is some galloping and shooting 
and the kids will like that. The 
acting is uniformly stiff. The ap- 
parent effort to sprinkle comedy and 
romance into the plot is not realized 
much. 

The camera work in this camera- 
men’s tale is nothing much to com- 
ment upon, Shan. 


William | 
|Demarest and Andrew Tombes. From 


loosely- | 
woven yarn that furnishes the fun. | 


team- | 





Dixie s.-e+- eerccescvecceevessClaire Trevor 

Pp). Mrrerrer ey seccccccccccesss- LOY Nolan 

SOeve KalkaS.eccccceseeeesAkim Tamireff 

HMGdi@ «.ccecee ecccccccsceces- Larry (Crabbe 

Jackie Nolan..... Coeececsece Helen Burgess 

George Kramer..eeceseee+s..--Porter Hall 

| J. G. Temple.cccccseseesHarvey Stephens 
| Mr. Parker. .cccccceseesss- barlowe Borland 
| Strohm sevcccccccccoccsosesesl rnell Pratt 
| Joe cosesene eee cers eeseeseress Colin Tapley 
Charlie .ceces COSCO CCRHCdacesiace Paul Fix 

Big Edna...cesccccseeess Cecil Cunningham 

| Ed Murkil...cecee eesecess Robert Gleckler 
gy 83 er rs ere Nick Lukats 

NUPse cicccceseccseccseccecs Fay Holden 

Freddie .weccccccs TrETELEE Johr Patterser 

COTA cccccvcccccecceoeces .-Evelyn Brent 

This meller is of the old gangster 


school of pix, but well enough done 


to rate okay in the smaller spots 
solo. It’s chief drawback is in fol- 
lowing so closely on the heels of 
‘Marked Woman,’ whose major in- 
gredients in plot and rough stuff 
are much the same as in this Par 
production. 


As with the Bette Davis starrer. 
‘Gamblers’ revolves around a ruth- 
less underworld czar; a bing-bang 
mugg who knocks ’em off without 
|any qualms. And also like ‘Marked 
Woman,’ the central femme char- 
acter, Claire Trevor, is a nitery 
worker, only Miss Trevor sings in- 
stead of hostessing. And it isn’t hex 
kid sister who gets murdered, it's 
her room-mate; and a reporter, not 
a district attorney, wreaks justice on 
Akim Tamiroff, the No. 1 bad boy. 
That's sufficient sameness to put 
| both stories in one can and ask the 
public to take its choice. 

Just about the only twist in plot 
is in having Tamiroff as a slot-ma- 
chine rather than a clip-joint ‘czar’: 
also in keeping him undercover from 
|Miss Trevor, his unrequited pash. 
| Otherwise the story is practically 
the same, even the murder of Helen 
| Burgess, as. the singer’s roommate, 
parelleling the killing of Bette 
Davis’ sister in ‘Marked Woman.’ 

Picture moves pretty fast, despite 
a poor cutting job. Dialog is gener- 
|ally good, and so’s Robert Florey’s 
direction. 

On the performance end, the pic- 
ture would have made a much more 
favorable impression if not 
Tamiroff’s old-fashioned method of 
| Playing his role. He’s too laborous- 
ly suave in those spots calling for 
|smoothness, and to obvious in his 
really tough moments. Miss Trevor 
is forte in her role as#singer, de- 
livering two songs, ‘Hate to Talk 
About Myself’ and ‘I'm Feeling 
High,’ in acceptable style. Lloyd 
Nolan’s job as a reporter, though 
| With the usual Hollywood hokum 
| surroundings of an editorial room, 
is good; Miss Burgess, as a simple 
| chorine lured by the bait of a trip 
to Havana, dies nicely. Other roles 
are minor, even Evelyn Brent hav- 
ing only a bit part. 

Neither of the Rainger-Robin- 
Whiting tunes are important, nor, 
for that matter, are they played up 
| in the film, but are passable for the 
subject. 

Production in a few spots Jooks 
expensive, notably one nitery scene 
and the interior of the sumptuous 
| apartment furnished for Miss Trevor 
by Tamiroff. Otherwise the sets are 
average, as is the photography. Scho. 


for 


_Love in a Bungalow 
Hollywood, July 6. 


Uhiversal release of FE, M. Asher pro- 
duction, Directed by Raymond Lb. McCarey. 





| rom original story by Eleanore Griffin 
| see William Rankin; screenplay, Austin 
Parker, Karen DeWolf and James Mul- 
; ees film editors, Bernard W. Burten 
und Irving Brinbaum. Musical director, 
| Charles Previn. Previewed at Pantages, 
| Hollywood, July 2, ’37. Running time, €7 
|} mins, 
| Mary CGD 6.065 5406-66 Wkad0 cae Nan Grey 
S - BARU s 60 66 46004000006606 Kent Taylor 
Wilbur Babcock....¢.... e+eee-dnck Smart 
ae re Hobart Cavenaugh 
| Pats. MED s 0c 60 cde 606ee0K0s Richard Carle 
Millie SER R6G 6090 6960060006050 Louise Beavers 
| Miss J.ydia Bisbee.......Margaret Me Wade 
|; Miss Kmma Bisbee.........Marjorie Main 
| Mrs. Kester......cecesccees» Minerva Urecal 
| The Ga-Ga Prospect.........Florence Lake 
| Junior eT TTT terre ree Jerry ‘Tucker 
| i. ee Joan Howard, Joan Breslau 





Synthetic little story for adoles- 
|cents, written, directed and acted in 
|}an amateurish manner, ‘Love in a 
Bungalow ‘touches low in audience 
| appeal and box office draw. Will be 
| shoved into secondary dual spots 
| when nothing else is available. 

Story purports to recount the ro- 
|mantic adventures of a young woman 
| employed to act as hostess in a model 
-home open for public inspection. 
| Young man of indefinite derivation 
j}and annoying impertinence muscles 
|in as unwanted boarder. Pair col- 
|laborate on a radio contest letter 
| open to young married couples, and 
when they win the prize of $5,000, 
| they masquerade as husband and 
| wife, which to the complete surprise, 
astonishment and amazement of the 
|audience they actually become with 
‘the assistance of a comedy clergy- 
man. 

Nan Grey, who was one of the sis- 
ters in ‘Three Smart Girls,’ takes the 
lead in this one, but beyond a fresh- 
ness of youth she brings nothing to 
'the part. Kent Taylor is the obtru- 
\sive suitor. Hobart Cavanaugh and 
|Richard Carle play comedy charac- 
‘ters, and Margaret McWade and Mar- 
|jorie Main get some snickers in ® 
shout and deaf routine. : 

Just footage. Flin. 
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It Could Happen to You 


ranublic release of Leonard Fields pro- 
ction. Features Alan Baxter, Andrea 
ou’ Owen Davis, Jr., Astrid Allwyn. | 
A rected by Phil Rosen. Adapted by 
Samuel Ornitz and Nathanael West from 
story py N. West, camera, Jack Martcg 


supervising editor, Murray Seldeen: film 
editor Ernest Nims; music, Alberto 
Colombo. Reviewed in projection room, 


N_ Y., July 1, °37. Running time, 71 mins, 
Bol) Ames seeeeeeeeeeeceeeees-Alan Baxter 








LLAUPA were eeeeee sescedodecsssmearen Leeds 
Fred Barrett .eeeeeeeeees-Owen Davis, Jr. 
Angela ..seeceees ceeoeeess.- Astrid Allwyn 
Professor Schwab....++..Walter Kingsford 
Pa Barrett ....+. jaddbeeere+ 0+ 6s7me, BReam 
Elavish ...eee. éoesesoceces Crretian Rub 
Mrs. ClAvish .scecseeeeeeseees Elsa Janssen 
Powsnd .sccvccces eeeeess Edward Colebrook 
Detective ...--00. eoccsncceccemeaniey King 
Italian Woman .eeree eooees- Nina Campana 
Eevee oc ccicsvcseoneses -++. Frank Yaconelli 
Fe EP UTP T STL eeeeeese-JOHN Hamilton 
District ALLOrMmey .seccecesess Paul Stanton 
So-so melodrama with an old- | 


fashioned plot. No marquee names 


and word-of-mouth won’t be so hot. | ; 


Looks destined for below-decks 
dualer, where it should carry its 
share. 


Principal trouble with the pic is 
suggested by the title, which never 
becomes convincing. Looking at the 
film, that ‘It Could Happen to You’ 
seems improbable. In this case it 
wouldn't happen to anyone who used 
his head. 

Story deals with a kindly immi- 
grant’s two sons, one of whom is 
adopted. Latter steals the old man’s | 
savings to buy a school. Accidentally 
kills the victim when he’s dis- 
covered. Boy’s mounting trouble all 
stems from his early, silly error. 
Ultimately, the brother-by-adoption 
is his lawyer and wins an acquittal. | 
But the youth is hounded by his 
foolish misdeeds and commits 
suicide. 

While there’s nothing in the con- 
stricting circumstances of the story 
that intelligence wouldn’t solve, the 
yarn has moments of compelling in- 
terest. Some of the characters are 
badly written and not well directed. 
Others suffer from weak playing. 
Chief merit of the pic lies in two 
strong performances. 


In a fairly logical character of the 
woman scorned, Astrid Allwyn 
(grown slightly plumper) nearly 
walks away with the film. Actress 
is enough of a looker and shows 
enough ability to throw the story out 
of kilter by- eopping the sympathy. 
Performance is kept within the in- 
tentions of the script, however, and 
the girl consequently seems under- 
standable, pitiful and believable. 


Alan Baxter is satisfactory as the 
stupid, weakling killer. Forceful 
screen personality helps. Andrea 
Leeds is merely decorative in the, in- 
sipid part of the girl both boys love. 
Unattractive makeup for the close- 
ups. Owen Davis, Jr., as the other 
youth, lets some promising scenes 
slip through his limp fingers. Direc- 
tion has done little to bolster the 
story and acting weaknesses. 

Hobe. 


WAR LORD 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Warner Bros. release of First National- 
Bryan Foy production, Stars Boris Kar- 
loff. Directed by John Farrow. From play 
or Porter Emerson Browne, screen play by 
rane 


Wilbur. Asst. director, Marshall 
Hageman; camera, Lu O'Connell; film 
editor, Frank Dewar; dialog director, Jo 
Graham, 


Previewed at Warners’ Beverly, 
Ios Angeles, July 3, °37, Running time, 
64 mins. 


Gen, Wu Yen Fang..... 





.++...Boris Karloff 


Ja es. g ee Pee eee ++eeee Beverly Roberts 
Gordon Creed. ....ccccceses  keicardo Cortez | 
Jim Hallet..... ecccccccccess Ordon Oliver 


Lola SES 6 65.4450. 2% «++...-Sheila Bromley 
Gen, Chou Fu-Shan......Vladimir Sokoloff 


Dr. Abernathy......... «.eee+-Gordon Hart | 
eo ee coesseees-ekichard Loo | 
Lyron Galt......... eeeeess++- Douglas Wood | 
ee ee re Chester Gan | 
7 RO ee ae eebebsdoesacds Tuke Chan 

MOA os 's.0:65 6 bb a4 0 Selmer Jackson | 
ee Sa ee eseoees James BK. DeLeong | 
a, RPE ee eee eee Tetsu Komai 

Wang Chung... .. S eisies chat Eddie Lee | 
Conductor.......cecccceeclesee. Maurice Lui | 
oe, ey pee reg Ichioka | 


This one may be exploited as the 
No. 1 feature in spots where Boris 
Karloff has box office appeal. It is 
melodrama containing a good deal of | 
suspense and entertainment against 
the background of a distant Chinese 
Province. held temporarily by a 
bandit leader, convincingly played | 
by Karloff. Amusement is provided | 
by the actions of a group of Ameri- | 
can captives, whose financial and 
matital troubles are straightened out 
with the forthright assistance of a 
firing squad and sound, occidental 
domestic advice. 

Karloff plays in a lighter vein than 
usual. He is a menacing figure, 
however, as likely to greet a visitor 
with a bullet as to offer him a 
cigaret. Government soldiers dis- 
pose of him in the end. but both 
he and the audience have a good 


time while his brief reign of terror 
lasts. 


Story makes no pretentions beyond 
hokum limits. It contains no preach- 
ments for better understanding be- 
tween the peoples of the earth. It 
Starts right off with a chilling mur- 
der of a military chief on a rail- 
road coach out of Pekin, indulges in 
plausible romance, and signs off with 
some realistic cavalry skirmishes 
and happiness for young lovers. 

Some quite good acting in the sup- 
porting parts helps the illusion. Rich- 
ard Loo, as the leader’s lieutenant 
who speaks English with a Harvard 
accent. does an exceptional _ bit. 
Ricardo Cortéz and Beverly Roberts 
appear to advantage. Gordon Oliver. | 
playing a young American oil pros- | 


| title doesn’t fit the ridiculous, highly 


|Bellamy and 


pector, is well suited to the hero’s 
role. 

John Farrow, who directed, keeps 
the action moving at a good pace, 
and knows the value of a laugh in 
the right spot. The settings and 
costuming are effective. Flin, 


It Can’t Last Forever | 
(WITH SONGS) 


Columbia release of Harry bL. 
duction. Features 
Furness and Robert 


Decker pro- 
talph Bellamy, Betty 
Armstrong Directed 
by Ifamilton MacFadden. Story and 
adaptation, Lee Loeb and Harold Buch- 
man; film editor, Gene Milford; camera, 
Allen G. Siegler; song, Ben Oakland and | 





Herb Magidson. Reviewed itn projection 
room, N. Y., June 25, "37. Running time, | 
68 mins. ° 

Russ Matthews .....4++. ..Ralph Bellamy | 
Caral Wilson sisi cisiviis Betty Furness 
ly: | fo ee ore a Robert Armstrong 
oe POCMOreill coccorvices Raymond Walburn 
UE «@.a040bes6 6a cue ....Thursten Hall | 
| CYORIN ..wrccovcctoesewseeuteccs . Md Pawley 
Cap RRONEW 4 ccee ne oeeensues Wad Boteler 
Mr. Appadelius .. Charles Judels 


For the smaller double bills where 


please it will do as the No. 2 feature. 
Turned out in a routine manner, it 
belongs in the also-ran class. 

H. L. Decker, producer, and direc- 
tor Hamilton MacFadden have fol- | 
lowed the lines of least resistance in 
grinding out the trite story. Film’s 


improbable plot which takes a poor 
cast on a goose chase through 68 
minutes of good Easiman stock. 

In front harness are Ralph 
Betty Furness, the 
former as a theatrical agent, latter | 
as a newspaper sobbie. As romantic 
leads they are veg soup without the 
vegetables. Bellamy is wooden 
throughout and Miss Furness flat. 
The rest of the cast is unimportant 
but some color is lent the role of a | 
rum-loving prophet, a fakir from the 
stage, by Raymond Walburn. Men- 
ace is done by a type who might be 
riding herd in western mob scenes, 
Ed Pawley. H's third-rate as a | 
heavy. 

With Bellamy. and a friend part- 
ners in an agency, opportunity is af- 
forded some acts to do their -stuff 
but there’s nothing’ of much note 
outside of a comedy adagio team 
(Armanda and Lita) which is a 
little long on running time, and a 
quintet of colored kids who are 
spotted in a street dance, the Blend- | 
ers. A prima donna who’s amateurish | 
is Barbara Burbank. The agents | 
take over the liquor-lover who calls 
himself the Master Mind with a 
view to exploiting him as the real 
thing. Whole premise is absurd, in- 
cluding that Bellamy substitutes for 
the Master Mind, becomes a tremen- 
dous hit on the air and makes head- 
lines in the papers that look like 
paid ads. 

Banalities of the story include a 
scheme of Bellamy’s that calls for 
the theft of a famous pear! and, at 
the proper time, his revelation to 
police where it can be located. A 
somewhat different slant is Bellamy’s 
prophecy that a 100-1 shot in a fight 
will win it, idea being to go wrong 
as a master mind so that he can 


clear himself of a situation which , 
makes it appear he is tipping a 
phoney stock. Racketeers had | 


moved in on him, unknowingly 
grabbing fan mail which asked ad- | 
vice on. stock investments and | 
answering it themselves. Bellamy’s 
way out is unique albeit preposter- 
ous, but he gets the girl, the cops get 
the heavy and audiences get relief. 
Char. 


RUSTLER’S VALLEY 


Paramount release of Harry Sherman 
production, Stars William Boyd, Direct- 
ed by Nate Watt. Screenplay and dialog 
by Harry O. Hoyt: camera, Russell Har- 
lan: film editer, tobert Warwick: asst) 
director, D. M, Abrahatns, Previewed in 


projection reom, Hollywood, June 24, ‘37. 
tunning time, SS mins, 
Hopalong (Cassidy .....eceees William Boyd | 
| Windy Halliday ..cseseeeess George Hayes 
Lucky Jenkins. ..cceeeeeeees Russell Hayden 
Randall tilennm....e6- peesee miPphen Morris 
Agnes Glenn ...... eocvocesesed Muriel Evans 
Cal Howard.-ccccecses ebeeetece Lee Cobb 
TALTAIL ciovcvccvcvverccssesess . Ted Adams 
BOG ks cdvrvosecssecrssecesss . Al Ferguson 
BOultOn ceccccccccsecverees ...Jdobn Beach 





Third-rate giddyap which barely 


| qualifies for the triple bills, this one 


is sadly lacking in story, production 
values and entertainment merit. Just , 
a filler which doesn’t close the gap. 
Far below the standard of the Hopa- 
long Cassidy series. 

Everyone in the cast. starting with 
William Boyd. underplays his part 
because there is nothing to play up 
to. Scenarists wrote this one with 
their eves clesed trying to remem- 
ber the oldest and tritest western 
situations. As a bit of reminiscence | 
it's a masterpiece, incorporating all 
the shopworn angles. including a 
young cowhand falsely accused of 
bank robbery, mortgage on the 
ranch, crooked frontier lawyer put- 


ting the pressure on the heroines 
father, and the breezy foreman who 


clears all complications with his six- 
shooter, rounds up the bad hombres 
and finishes in a hammock closeup 
with the feminine interest in his 
arms. 

Direction is as uninspired as the 
script, and the film is a succession 
of unconvincing episodes rageedly 
pieced together. Muriel Evans, 
rancher’s daughter and only woman 
in the cast. contributes nothing to 
the ensemble. 

Best dialog and only comedy for 
this film will be supplied by the kids 
in the first 10 rows who will have 


| plenty to say at theatre screenings, 


Flin. 


| wires for a D. A. appointment, then 


| first case. 


|Jr.. who drinks and wobbles. 


then chases his girl, Ann 


| haranguing for stricter 


| 
, picture production by Sol Lesser. 


| Marshal Morse 


DEVIL IS DRIVING 


Columbia production and release. 
Richard Dix, features Joan Perry, Nana 
bryant, Frank C. Wilson. Directed by 
Harry Lachman, Story, Lee Loeb, Harold 
Buchman; screenplay, Jo Milward, Rich- 
ard Blake; camera, Allen Siegler. At 
Varsity, Lincoln, Neb., dual. Ruoning 
time 69 mins. 
Paul Driscoll 


Stars 


scesdbcccovereco mere wim 
Eve Hammond ......eeeeeee+--J0an Perry 
Mrs. Sanders .eseoveeeses+++-Nana Bryant 
Martin Foster ,....sece0.-F rank C. Wilson | 








: - 
SANGErG ceccrccccccvccscvcceseoes jen Wulf 
Tony ceocecseeecccsece cee COOK, dF. | 
BLEVENS crcrecvvcccsevesessees Henry Kolker | 


Wooster ..cccccccsccees. Walter Kingsfori 





Ji ++»-Ann Rutherford | 
BEIRGMOR cccccvcesceetesesccese Paul Harvey | 
ts TEE CEE eee eee John Wray | 
BIOALY cccccce 


euceeeebaee Charles C. Wilson 

—_—. | 

Indictment against drunken 
drivers in general, this film concen- 
trates its poke against the bankroll 
class, which is able to put in a fix 
and buy perjuring witnesses. Moves 
all around the point, mixing up poli- 


| tics, society, and family life of the 
| the audiences aren’t so difficult to | 


poor. Carries a good deal of punch, 
but not enough to lug the picture 
above the moderate biz bracket. 
Starrer for Richard Dix, it finds 
him an able attorney assigned to 


protect the son of a friend from a 
second degree murder charge grow- 
ing out of a drunk-driving crash. | 
Since the friend holds considerable | 
political power, Dix gets the kid off. 

Dix is in good form, first pulling 


trying to crack down on the increase 
ot DD offenses. Loses a pile of sym- 
pathy in the first two reels, which 


|he can’t angle out of, even at the 
| finish when he indicts himself. In | 


impressing the point that it is some- 
times too late to be sorry, the pic- 
ture is successful. 


Joan Perry is number one on the 
femme side. She’s a newspaper re. 
porter who ecan’t reconcile herself 
with Dix’ perjury prompting in the 
Good-looker, which may 
be the biggest reason why she 
doesn't resemble any sobbie ever 
lined up with the press. 

Brat of the place is Elisha Cook, 
Kills 
off an old woman at the start, and 
Ruther- 
ford, over an embankment. Making 
him out even worse, Henry Kolker, 
father, condones him. 

Verbal parrying between  Ien 
Wulf, who refuses to perjure him- 
self until pressure is brought on him, 
and Walter Kingsford, a big busi- 
ness man who threatens to withhold 
a contract which will save him from 
ruin, is good. Ann Rutherford, sec- | 
ond to suffer, is a comely girl and 
will probably land more roles in the 


ifuture, She’s a grad from the west- 


ern field. 

Picture offers a great possibility 
for tieups with traffic departments 
in police headquarters, and _ for 
safety councils, which are constantly 
road con- 
duct. But even that kind of pres- 
sure can’t do much more for the 
film than to see it open with a 
bounce. Barn. 


THE CALIFORNIAN 


Los Angeles, July 1. 
20th Century-Fox release of Principal 
Associate | 
producer, Barney Briskin, Directed by Gus | 
Meins. Story by Harold Bell Wright, | 
adapted by Gordon Newell, screen play by | 
Gilbert Wright. Camera, Harry Newmann; | 
film editors, Arthur Hilton and Carl Pear- | 
son. Previewed at Orpheum, l.os Angeles, 
June 30, ‘37. Running time, 59 mins. 


tamon Escobar........ «+.» Ricardo Cortez 
Rosalia Miller.............Marjorie Weaver 

CHAR. cccces beceecoecese Katherine DeMille | 
POMGMS. cccccee oacevevdeceens MEUCS. CE 
cc. errr rT Te .».- Morgan Wallace 
Don Francsico Escobar....Nigel de Brulier 
PE ésacuvccess rity 00deee George Regas 
‘Ri PPeeTererreri ee TeTTTT Pierre Watkin 
| Sheriff Stanton... cccccsccccersd James Farley 


OUTT TC TET TTT Kdward Keane 

Around the character of Ramon 
Escobar, early Californian patriot of 
the days before and after annexation, 
when the land of sunshine, citrus 
groves and Townsend plans passed 
trom Mexican rule, an adventurous 


romance has been produced entitled | 


‘The Californian,’ from a Harold Bell 
Wright story. It’s based on the Robin 
Hood theme, an@ the villains are the 
early American settlers from back 
east who by force and connivance 
steal the rich land holdings from 
their rightful owners. The same 
varn has been done a score of times, 
sometimes better, occasionally not so 
well. Present version rates in the 
safety zone of Class B dualers. It 
does not carry enough name value, 
story originality or production qual- 
ity to make the important first runs. 
Just another picture. 

Ricardo Cortez has the hero’s role, 
to which he brings a personable ap- 
pearance, and good deal of dash and 
earnestness and very little comedy. 
He and the other players take it all 
very seriously—too much so for in- 
triguing romantic adventure. Play- 
ers also are handicapped by dialog 
that is stilted, unnatural and difficult 
to enunciate. Too many adioses. Gus 
Mein directed in vigorous fashion. 

Plot discloses that tax collectors 
accompanied the Stars and Stripes 
into California, which is probably 
true, and local residents will testify 
they are still here. It was a simple 
process to foreclose the fertile and 
productive ranches for unpaid as- 
sessments. Moratoriums and the Fed- 
eral Housing Administration came 
; later. 
| Women leads are played by Mar- 
|jorie Weaver and Katherine DeMille, 
| both attractive. George Regas plays 


| Nicholas 


/can play like other boys. While the 


| in their 


| which 


| wringer have removed the color and 
| starch. 


|his chances in 


} ning time, 


a bandit heavy, and Morgan Wallace 
is the very personification of the 
ruthless collector of tithes. Passable 
character bits are contributed by 
Nigel de Brulier, owner of the old 
homestead, and Maurice Black, over- 
seer. James Farley does the honest 
sheriff magnanimously. Most of them 
have done the same parts in other 
films many times. Flin, 





DANGEROUS HOLIDAY 


Republic release of William Berke pro- 
duction, Stars Ra Houle, Features Hedda 
Hopper, Guinn Williams, Jack La Rue, 
Jed Pronty, Lynn Roberts. Directed by 
Barrows, Adapted by Nicholas 
Barrows from story by Karen deWolf and 





Carry Shipman; camera, William Nobles; | 
supervising editor Murray Seldeen; film 
editor, “Roy Livingston; music, Alberto | 
Colombo: songs, Sam Stept and Ted Koeh- 


} 





} ler At Strand Brooklya, N. Y., week | 
| July | "37 dual bill, Running time, | 
58 mins | 
Ronnie Kimball... cceccccecseerse Ra Hould |} 
LOC ois nccae ted baetbvedeunes Hiedda Hopper | 
DUM cn cocescccceseseceese Guinn Williams 
Gollenmer ceccccccccsccccscecd Jack La Rue 
GONG cccccccccecssesecees . . Jed Prouty | 
lean eraceseseeoonss . Lynn Roberts 
TOM sccicecscscece .eee William Bakewell | 
Remk Tee 146s thc snnesae ..Ferm Emmett 
Aunt AUBUSLA ..cccccciveseees Virginia Sale 
1 DONT 4. ccccccccccccers Franklin Pangborn | 
| SPP TETTPeTE ST Tre eS Grady Sutton 
Solitaire ..ccccccsecsevcecese William Newell 
Marty ,.ccovccscecsccsees Thomas EK, Jackson | 
POPCOFR ccccecsccccceccccecccss Olaf ytven 
Sermeant ..ccccccccccescesceced Jack Mulhall 
Jerry Courtmey ..ccceseees Michael Jeffrey | 
| Peer rr errr ct es Harvey Clirk } 
Police Captaita ..cccccscess Wade toteler | 
WOME occ canss (ms ss ennnn Carleton Young 


Not really irritating, just negligi- | 
ble. No marquee names and only a 
couple of faintly recognizable faces. 
Sub-second-rater is a hopeless b.o. | 
prospect. 

Story deals with a violin prodigy 
who runs away from home so he 


| 
| 


cops and G-men swarm after the 
‘kidnappers,’ the lad wanders about 
in old clothes, picks up a few casual 
friends and finally stumbles into a 
gangster hideout. He is instrumental 
capture and is promised 
more human treatment by his grate- 
ful family. 

Plot 
one being 


recalls several forerunners, 
Metro’s ‘Tough Guy,’ in 
Jackie Cooper played the 
same poor little rich boy character. 
But too many trips through the 


Inexpertly scripted, 
duced, directed and played. 
Sole atom of interest in the pic 
is young Hould’s similarity in looks, 
manner and voice to Freddie Bar- 


pro- 





tholomew. Voice resemblance is too 
strong for coincidence. Likeness 
may bring Hould attention for a 


time but will probably react against 

the end. He is a 

Others present are 
Hobe. 


fairish actor. 
just that. 


Sweetheart of the Navy 
(WITH SONGS) 


Grand National release of LB. F, 
production 
cilia Parker. 
field, 


Strauss; 


Zeidman 
Features Eric Linden and Ce- 
Directed by Duncan Mans- 
Garrett Graham and Jay 
screenplay, Carroll Graham: 
songs, Jack Stern and Harry Tebias;: cam- 
ern, Edward Snyder: editor, KMdward 
Schroeder, At Varsity, Lincoln, dual. Run- 
643 mins, 


Story, 


PEATE, 6 <3 Ktdenc cnecbaeds saedae Eric inden 
SOG és cece ikacd PECYTTUTINe Cecilia Parker 
COMMANGO?. <00csevsedodc dus vtns Roger Imhof 
Maggie...... soesessceses- Bernmadene Hayes 
Bumper..esses ereeeeseees...dason Robards 
sini th ARTETA EET LEE T EET Cully Richards 
Cook Trerrrrii évceves .. Etta MeDaniel 
PUuGse. cccece wer yT Tere ..-Don Barclay 





Nth adolescent romance of Cecilia 
Parker and Eric Linden won't cut 
much b. o. ice. 

Pace bogs down after a passable 
start which will do evil to word-of- 
mouth reports. Everything about 
the pic is done with a once-over- 
lightly tone—no particular suspense, 
no hefty love story, no sprightly 
comedy, although a little of each in- 
gredient is present, 


Teaming of Miss Parker and Lin- | 


den is the third try from GN after 
as many more from Metro. This pic- 
ture belongs to Cecilia, more for 
number of minutes monopolized on 
the screen than for anything else. 


_ Makes an attractive appearance and 


somewhat immaculate for the usual 


‘conception of sailors’ sweethearts. A 
| singer in 


a dive along the water- 
front, she attracts the Sunday school 
milk-guzzling gobs, which incon- 


i gruity, though incongruous, will set | 
' well with the family trade inland. 


also an old time | 


Roger Imhof, 
member of this GN stock company, 


was instructed by the director to ap- | 


pear kindly and understanding, but 
the authors neglected to make him 
very talkative. Jason Robards, mid- 
dleweight champ of the fleet, is 
comic in his attempts to be a three- 
sheeted sneerer. 


on the funny side. 


Miss Parker sings two numbers, 
both passable or better. One is after 
the monicker of the pic, ‘Sweetheart 
of the Navy,’ and the other, ‘Want 
You to Want Me.’ 

Story is about 
groomed for 
but meantime the boys want him to 


Linden’s being 


go against the ship’s commander and | 


stage a fight to help Cecilia out of 
a bad check mess. 
is ready to take on all comers, and 
| comes close to giving up the academy 
| idea altogether, Barn. 


la straight-shooter. 





——_ 





A LAWMAN IS BORN 


Republic release of A. Ww 
duction, 


Hackel proe 
Stars Johnny Mack Brown, Feae 
tures Jris Meredith, Warner tichmond, 
Directed by Sam Newfield, Screen play 
and adaptation by George H. Plympton, 
from original by Harry KF. Olmstead; 
camera, Bert Longenecker; film editor, 5S. 
Roy Luby. Reviewed in projection room, 
N. Y.. June 25, ‘37. Running time, 61 mins, 


Tom Mitchell.......++5 Johnny Mack Brown 

Seth Graham......--0+:: ...-Iris Meredith 
Kane ._Briscoe@...cccccccess Warner Richmond 
Martha Lance.,.... eeeeess- Marvy MacLaren 
Ratt) Wieowatis ccaciccackewnns et Dick Curtis 
Sheriff Lance......... weeee.- Karle Hodgins 
Bert Moacrip...cecccvccsessses Charles King 
Graham ...eeccaee seudescac Frank La Rue 
SE eee. . ots 6s. pets sae ae eee 
Sam Brownlee. ...,....ee+eeee0% Steve Clark 
Ike Manton.. Jack C. Smith 


‘A Lawman Is Born’ is a first-class 
western. It has plenty of action, Is 
produced with reasonable care and 
is much better acted than most, 
Should be a natural for Saturday 
matinees and may hold up fairly 
well as a runner-up dualer. 

Story clings to the western 
formula. with the hero foiling the 
cattle thieves, thwarting the land- 


| grabbers, slapping down the villains 


and finally getting the girl. Plot is 
kept nearer plausibility than most of 
the kind. Continuity is smooth and 
the events are always clear. 

Inevitably, there are some _ per- 
plexing points in the action. Cow- 
boys fire fantastic numbers of shots 
from their pistols without reloading. 
The girl and her father suspect the 
hero’s honesty when the voungest 
urchin in the back row can tell he’s 
When the boys 
come to blows they wade in wide 
open, apparently reveling in absorb- 
ing a shellacking. But it’s all in the 
name of He-Man excitement. And 
several of the moments are _ suf- 
ficiently explosive. 

Johnny Mack Brown seems at 
home in cowboy duds and plavs with 
quiet persuasion. Iris Meredith does 
a first-rate job as the girl. bringing 
conviction to the scenes she has with 
Brown and Frank LaRue. Apparently 
has the looks and ability for more 
important assignments. Warner 
Richmond is an acceptable villain 
and the others of the cast are well 
above the horse opera standard, 
Photography is clear and effective, 
though some of the chase shots have 
the appearance of repeats. Direction 
keeps the action moving. Hobe. 


You Can’t Beat Love 


RKO release of Robert Sisk production, 
Stars Preston Foster, Joan Fontaine. 
tures Herbert Mundin, Paul Hurst, Di- 
rected by Christy Cabanne, From original 
by Olga Moore; screenplay, David Silver- 
stein and Maxwell Shane; camera, Russell 


reae 


Metty. At Palace, N. Y., dual, weck 
June 24, ‘37. Running time, 60 mins. 

2: See Preston Foster 
ZeOey OMG vis cdiccsdcabewenn Joan lontaine 
a gp MTEL Pr Te ere Herbert Mundin 
CHR DPVUMO 65 vic cceeer William Brishane 
BOGOP GRAMM rccsccevrsesserd Alan Bruce 
POC: DEOMOION o 26 baeedcsusne Paul Hurst 
Dwight Parsons.......sscecee Bradley Page 
eae) eee Tee Berton Churchill 
Mave? GHGOR. wc bc cccecaes rank M. ‘Thomas 
Pretty toy JONOR, ..ce06. ..Harold Huber 
louie the Wensel.......... Paul Guilfovle 
WeeS WR ois cecaieen Barbara Pepper 


A minor entertainment and b.o. 
entry, ‘You Can’t Beat Love,’ is 
strictly for the duals, where it will 
also need support. On its own, it 
can't be expected to draw or hold 
them very long. 

Essentially a comedy, this Robert 
Sisk production revels in low-grade 
slapstick, weak dialog and a skeleton 
plot. Performances of the players 
and the direction, at the same time, 
fail to bolster the other ingredients. 

Far-fetched story concerns a 
lawyer-playboy campaigning for the 
mayor of a large city on a dare. He 
uncovers the grafting politicians but, 
on falling in love with the incum- 
bent’s daughter, tosses the election 
into the current mayor's lap. 

Preston Foster and Joan Fontaine 
are the principals. Foster's playing 





Bernadene Hayes, | 
' Don Barclay and Cully Richards are | 


the Annapolis exams, | 


He sees Cecilia, | 


is heavy and undistinguished in 
what was meant to be a breezy role, 
while Miss Fontaine. a newcomer 
getting an RKO buildup, has looks 
but also has lots to learn about 
camera technique and vocal modu- 
|lation. They have full right to the 
alibi, however, that their lines are 
‘hardly of the adult type. 

Supporting cast is also sloughed by 
the script, notably Herbert Mundin, 
as’ Foster’s valet, and Paul Hurst. a 
ditch-digger foreman whom Foster 
selects as the next chief of police. 
| They're in for comedy and what- 
ever laughs they get are achieved 
strictly through their own mugging 
ability’ rather than via the script. 
| Nobody else in the story counts for 
much. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 





Camera work is average. Scho. 
Geschichten Aus Dem 
Wienerwald 

| (‘Tates from the Vienna Woods’) 

(OPERETTA) 
(AUSTRIAN MADE) 

Mondial Films production ond release, 
Features Leo Slezack Magda Schneider, 
Wolf Albach-Retty and Truus von Aalten, 
Directed lov Ceorge Jacoby. Music bv 
| Jougnn Strauss story by Marie Stetan; 
jeamernn, Werner Brandes: Engli 4 tithes bv 


Will Potter At Belmont, N Y 
| time, 8> mins 


| Millie Sheffers. 


running 


Maeda Schneider 


(Giraf Rudi Waldheim .Wolf Albach-Retty 
Alois Jeremias schopt ... Leo Sleszack 
Fuerst Wiriloff............4ieorge Alexander 
BEUTY EAUMIORE. .. cccsteces rruus von Aalten 


Bobby Limford 


bvene% tlenry Lorenzen 
|} Dr. Pomeisl.. 


Uscar Sabo 
(In German, With English Titles) 


Inspiring Johann Strauss musie 
| (Continued on page 25). 
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WHEN YOU PLAY IT...YOU'L 
ONE OF THE GREAT Pi¢ 


From Rudyard Kipling’s hexeic pen...a story so big...a scene so 











vast... that it demands the topmost stars of the screen. The land of 









the Bengal Lancers ... ablaze with crimson war... swarming with 
reckless, raiding tribesmen... defended by the gallant Seventh 


Highlanders. Glorious adventure...dangerous romance...fierce drama 


athe 





...0n India’s last untamed frontier— Khyber Pass! Plus 20th oom) ii 


Showmanship ... your triple-A guarantee! 
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Associate Producer G: 
: ee Screen play by Ernest Pascal an 
Darryl F. Zanuck in Charge of Production 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing companies for 
the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given in VARIETY and the running time of prints are inciuded.) 
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WEEK \. HEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
5/14/37 VENUS MAKES TROUBLE W. McDonald Col Com-Dr J. Dunn-P. Ellis G. Wiles 58 5/19 
Par THE TENTH MAN Alliance GB Drama John Lodge-A. Cellier B. D. Hurst 
FOREVER YOURS Alberto Giacalone GN Musical Beniamino Gigli Stanley Irving 7 6/9 
THIRTEENTH CHAIR J. J. Cohn MGM Melodrama M. Evans-H. Daniell G. Sietz 66 6/9 
TURN OFF THE MOON Miss Fanchon Par Comedy C. Ruggles-E. Whitney Lew Seiler 79 5/26 
BEHIND HEADLINES Cliff Reid RKO Com-Dr Lee Tracy-D. Gibson R. Rosson 58 6/9 
AFFAIRS OF CAPPY RICKS B. Keily Rep Com W. Brennan-M., Brian Ralph Staub 60 6/30 
ANY MAN’S WIFE H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr W. Gibson-Jackie Moran Carl Brown 67 6/16 
GREAT HOSPITAL MYSTERY S. Wurtzel 20th Mystery J. Darwell-S. Rumann J. Tinling 58 7/7 
DAVID HARUM (REISSUE) S. Wurtzel 20th Comedy W. Rogers-L. Dresser J. Cruze 
LOVE FROM A STRANGER M. Schach UA Melodrama A. Harding-B. Rathbone R. V. Lee | 4/2] 
OH, DOCTOR E. Grainger U Comedy E. E. Horton-Eve Arden Ray McCarey 67 6/23 
CHEROKEE STRIP WR WB Western D. Foran-J. Bryan Noel Smith 58 6/2 
DRAEGERMAN COURAGE B. Foy WB Rom-Com J. Muir-B. MacLane Louis King 59 5/26 
§ /21/37 SING, COWBOY, SING E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter E. Sedgwick 
, PICK A STAR Hal Roach Par Musical Haley-Kelly-Laurel-Hardy R. N. Bradbury 76 6/2 
NIGHT OF MYSTERY Par MGM Musical R. Karns-H. Burgess F.. A. Dupont 66 6/30 
THERE GOES MY GIRL W. Sistrom RKO Comedy G. Raymond-A. Sothern-B. Holmes Ben Holmes 714 6/16 
COME ON, COWBOYS Sol Siegel Rep Western B. Livingston-R. Corrigan Joe Kane 53 6/16 
CHARLIE CHAN AT OLYMPICS J. Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-K. de Mille H. B. Hum’stone 71 5/26 
WINGS OVER HONOLULU E. M Asher U Rom-Dr R. Milland-W. Barrie H. C. Potter 80 6/2 
THE GO GETTER Cosmo WB Rom-Dr G. Brent-A. Louise B. Berkeley 90 6/9 
5/28/37 LEAGUE OF FRIGHTENED MEN §. Chodorov Col Drama I. Hervey-W. Connolly Al Green 71 6/16 
: ’ I MET HIM IN PARIS W. Ruggles Par Rom-Com C. Colbert-Melvyn Douglas W. Ruggles 85 6/9 
HOLLYWOOD COWBOY G. A. Hirliman RKO Western G. O’Brien-C. Parker-E. Scott Ewing Scott 
THIS IS MY AFFAIR K. MacGowan 20th Musical R. Taylor-B. Stanwyck- W. A. Seiter $9 6/2 
UNDER THE RED ROBE R. T. Kane 20th Drama C. Veidt-R. Massey V. Seastrom 100 6/2 
DREAMING LIPS M. Schach UA Rom-Dr E. Bergner-R. Massey Paul Czinner 70 5/26 
THE MAN IN BLUE K. Glasmon U Melodrama R. Wilcox-N. Grey M. Carruth 60 
KID GALLAHAD WB WB Drama E. G. Robinson-B. Davis M. Curtiz 100 6/2 
6/4/37 RECKLESS RANGER Col Col Western Bob Allen-B. Weeks S. G. Bennett 
TALK OF THE DEVIL B. & D. GB Rom-Dr R. Cortez-S. Eilers Carl Reid 76 5/19 
HELL DIVERS (RE-ISSUE) MGM MGM Com-Dr W. Beery-Gable-C. Nagle G. Hill 109 12/29/3) 
PARNELL J. Stahl MGM Rom-Dr C. Gable-Myrna Loy John Stahl 115 6/9 
HOTEL HAYWIRE Pai Par Comedy L. Carrillo-L. Overman G. Archainbaud 65 6/16 
BORDER CAFE Bob Sisk RKO Western J. Beal-H. Carey-Armida Lew Landers 67 6/9 
DOOMED AT SUNDOWN A. W. Hackel Rep Western Ber Steele Sam Newfield 
ANGEL’S HOLIDAY J. Stone 20th Drama J. Withers-Robert Kent James Tinling 74 5/26 
WLEIN THIEF MEETS THIEF Criterion UA Rom-Dr D. Fairbanks, Jr.-V. Hobsen Raoul Walsh 85 6/16 
THE WILDCATTER Geo. Owen U Drama S. Colton-J. Rogers Ray McCarey 58 6/16 
CASE OF STUTTERING BISHOP WB WB Mystery D. Woods-Ann Dvorak W. Clemens 70 6/2 
6/11/37 A DAY AT THE RACES L. Weingarten MGM Comedy Marx Bros. Sam Wood 109 6/23 
THE GREAT GAMBINI B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama A. Tamiroff-J. Trent C. Vidor 
MEET THE MISSUS Al Lewis RKO Comedy H. Broderick-V. Moore Joseph Santley 65 7/7 
IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU L. Fields Rep Rom-Dr A. Baxter-A. Leeds Phil Rosen W1 7/7 
SHE HAD TO EAT S. G. Engel 20th Comedy Hudson-Treacher-Haley M. St. Clair 71 
SLIM WB WwB Drama P. O’Brien-H. Fonda R. Enright 86 6/30 
BLAZING SIXES WB WB Western D. Foran-H. Valkis Noel Smith 
6/18/37 TWO-FISTED SHERIFF H. L. Decker Col Western C. Starrett-B. Weeks Leon Barsha 
BANK ALARM Condor GN Melodrama Conrad Nagel Louis Gasnier 64 6/23 
MARRIED BEFORE BREAKFAST S. Zimbalist MGM Com-Dr R. Young-Florence Rice E. L Marin 70 
NORTH OF RIO GRANDE Harry Sherman Par Western Wm. Boyd-Geo. Hayes Nate Watt 
MOUNTAIN MUSIC Ben Glazer Par Comedy B. Burns-Martha Raye C. Reisner 7 6/30 
RIDING ON AIR David Loew RKO Comedy Joe E. Brown E. Sedgwick 70 6/30 
RHYTHM IN THE CLOUDS A. E. Levoy Rep Musical P. Ellis-W. Hull John H. Auer 60 
YODELIN’ KID FROM PIVIE RIDGE A. Schaefer Rep Western Gene Autry-B. Bronson Joe Kane 
BIG BUSINESS Max Golden 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Deane F. R. Strayer 61 6/2 
WALT DISNEY’S ACADEMY REVUE W. Disney UA Comedy Cartoon W. Disney 
ARMORED CAR E. M. Asher U Melodrama R. Wilcox-J. Barrett L. Foster 62 
FLY AWAY BABY WB WB Com-Dr G. Farrell-B. MacLane F. McDonald 60 
WHITE BONDAGE WB WB Drama Jean Muir-G. Oliver Nick Grinde 
6 25/37 DEVIL IS DRIVING Col Col Melodrama R. Dix-Joan Perry H. Lachman 69 7/7 
F GIRLS CAN PLAY Ralph Cohn Col Comedy J. Wells-C. Quigley L. Hillyer 69 6/30 
SWEETHEART OF THF NAVY B. F. Zeidman GN Comedy Eric Linden-C. Parker D. Mansfield 63 7/7 
CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS L. D. Lighton MGM Spectacle F, Bartholomew-Spencer Tracy V. Fleming 115 5/19 
LAST TRAIN FROM MADRID G. M. Arthur Par Drama L. Ayres-D. Lamour J. Hogan 85 6/23 
YOU CAN’T BEAT LOVE Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Com P. Foster-J. Fontaine C. Cabanne 60 6/30 
A LAW MAN IS BORN A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown-l. Meredith Sam Newfield 61 7/7 
SING AND BE HAPPY M. H. Feld 20th Musical J. Davis-A. Marin H. Lehrman 67 6/23 
LOVE IN A BUNGALOW E. M. Asher U Rom-Com N. Grey-K. Taylor Ray McCarey 67 7/7 
ANOTHER DAWN WB WB Rom-Dr K. Francis-E. Flynn W.’Dieterle 73 6/23 
7/2/37 A FIGHT TO THE FINISH R. Cohn Col Action D. Perry-R. Keith C. C, Coleman 58 7/7 
: ONE MAN JUSTICE H. L. Decker Col Western C. Starrett-B. Weeks Leon Barsha 
ROARING TIMBER R. Flothow Col Outdoor Jack Holt-G. Bradley Phil Rosen 
RIDERS OF THE ROCKIES Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bradbury 
THE EMPEROR’S CANDLESTICKS J. Considine MGM Rom-Dr Powell-Rainer G. Fitzmaurice 95 6/30 
THIRTEENTH MAN Lon Young Mono Mystery W. Heyburn-I. Courtney W. Nigh 
MIDNIGHT MADONNA E. Cohen Par Melodrama W. William-M. Correll J. Flood 56 
FORLORN RIVER Par Par Western L. Crabbe-June Martel C. Barton 55 
NEW FACES OF 1937 Edward Small RKO Musical M. Berle-J. Penner-H. Hilliard Leigh Jason 105 7/7 
SLAVE SHIP N. Johnson 20th Spectacle W. Baxter-W. Beery-E. Allen Tay Garnett 90 6/23 
DARK JOURNEY V. Saville UA Drama C. Veidt-V. Leigh-J. Gardner V. Saville 
I COVER THE WAR Trem Carr U Drama J. Wayne-D. Barclay-G. Gaze A. Lubin 69 7/7 
SINGING MARINE L. Edelman WB Musical D. Powell-D. Weston Ray Enright 105 7/7 
7/9, 37 THE TWO OF US Gainsborough Gb Rom-Com J. Hulbert-Gina Malo R. Stevenson 
THE SHADOW STRIKES Alexanders GN - Mystery R. LaRocque-L. Anders Lynn Shores 62 
BETWEEN TWO WOMEN MGM MGM Drama Tone-V. Bruce-M. O’Sullivan G. Seitz 87 
HOOSIER SCHOOLBOY K. Goldsmith Mono Drama M. Rooney-F. Shields W. Nigh 62 6/30 
WILD MONEY Par Par Com-Dr E. E. Horton-L. Campbell Louis King 70 
ON AGAIN, OFF AGAIN L. Marcus RKO Comedy Wheeler-Woolsey-E. Muir Edw. Cline 60 
BORN RECKLESS M. H. Feld 20th Melodrama B. Donlevy-R. Hudson M. St. Clair 
WESTBOUND LIMITED McRae-Koenig U Rom-Dr L. Talbot-P. Rowles F. Beebe 
PUBLIC WEDDING WB WB Com-Dr J. Wyman-M. Wilson Nick Grinde 
EMPTY HOLSTERS WB WB Western D. Foran-P, Walthall B. Eason 
7/16/37 IT CAN’T LAST FOREVER H. L. Decker Col Rom.-Com. R. Bellamy-B. Furness Ham. MacFadden 68 7/7 
KING SOLOMON’S MINES GB GB Spectacle A. Lee-R. Young-Robeson R. Stevenson 80 6/30 
BOOTS OF DESTINY Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson ; 
BLAZING BARRIERS K. Goldsmith Mono Drama F. Coghlan-E. Arnold, Jr. A. Scotte 
RIDERS OF THE DAWN R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
TOPPER Hal Roach MGM Comedy C. Bennett-R. Young N. MacLeod 
EASY LIVING A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Comedy J. Arthur-R. Milland M. Leisen 88 7/7 
SUPER SLEUTH Edw. Small RKO Mystery J. Oakie-A. Sothern Ben Stoloff 
THE RED ROPE A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-L. January S. Roy- Luby 
THE CALIFORNIAN Sol Lesser 20th Western R. Arlen-R. Cortez Gus Meins 59 
THE ROAD BACK Grainger-Whale U Drama J. King-B. Read-A. Devine J. Whale 105 6/23 
EVER SINCE EVE Cosmo WB Rom-Com M. Davies-R. Montgomery L. Bacon 77 6/30 
7/23/37 RENDEZVOUS IN ALPS J. Hagen GN Rom-Dr J. Baxter-A. Bushel B. Vorhaus 
= BROADWAY MELODY ’'38 J. Cummings MGM Musical Taylor-E. Powell-S. Tucker R. Del Ruth 
PARADISE ISLE Dorothy Reid Mono Drama Movita-W. Hull A. G. Collins 70 
RUSTLER’S VALLEY H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd Nate Watt 58 7/7 
THE BIG SHOT Maury Cohen RKO Comedy C. Witherspoon-Kibbee Edw. Killy 
THE LADY ESCAPES L. L. Landau 20th Rom-Com M. Whalen-G. Stuart Eugene Forde 
TOWN SCOUT WB WB Comedy D. Woods-J. Madden Louis King 
7/30/37 A DANGEROUS ADVENTURE W. MacDonald Col Action D. Terry-R. Keith D. R. Lederman 
WHERE THERE’S A WILL Gainsborough GB Rom-Dr Will Hay-Lilli Palmer M. Varnell 
SMALL TOWN BOY Zion Myers GN Comedy S. Erwin-J. Compton Glenn Tryon 
LEGION OF MISSING MEN I. E. Chadwick Mono Drama Ralph Forbes H. McFadden 
» EXCLUSIVE Ben Glazer Par Melodrama F. MacMurray-F. Farmer Al Hall 
TOAST OF NEW YORK Edw. Small RKO Rom-Dr E. Arnold-F. Farmer-Oakie Rowland V. Lee 
WEE WILLIE WINKIE Gene Markey 20th Drama S. Temple-V. McLaglen John Ford 105 6, 30 
VOGUES OF 1938 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Baxter-J. Bennett J. Feyder 
REPORTED MISSING E. M. Asher U Melodrama Wm, Gargan-J. Rogers M. Carruth 
MARRY THE GIRL WB WB Comedy Mary Boland-H. Herbert Wm. McGann 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, July 6. 


Each studio has at least 10 stories practically ready for the directors to 


Production pace hit the season slump during the past two weeks, with | begin work. Grand National has only one pic in work, Other studios fol- 


only 36 major pictures in work. Warners and 20th-Fox lead with seven | low: Columbia, three; Metro, four; Paramount, two; RKO-Radio, three; 


each before the cameras, but Metro, RKO-Radio and Universal slowed up| Republic, one; 20th-Fox, seven; United Artists, six; Universal, two; War- 
considerably. Six productions are before the lenses for United Artists re- ners, seven and Monogram, none. Latter studio has nine film slated for 
lease. Samuel Goldwyn, Selznick-International and Walter Wanger each| early production, however. 


have two pix shooting. Universal will pep up this week with at least four 


films to be put in work. ; 

Total of 87 films are being scissored; 123 are in various steps of prepara- 
tion, During last two weeks 16 pictures were started while 17 were taken 
jrom the cutting rooms and previewed, 


20th-Fox led with three previews during past two weeks. é 
Columbia, one; Grand National, one; Metro, two; Paramount, two; RKO- 


bres two; Republic, one; United Artists, none; Universal, two; Warners, | 


two and Monogram, one. 





Columbia 





Three in work, 11 editing, 13 preparing. In work: 

‘LIFE BEGINS WITH LOVE,’ reported Variety, June 22. Started. 

‘THE AWFUL TRUTH,’ produced by Everett Riskiu, directed by Leo 
McCarey, from the stage play of the same title by Arthur Richmond, 
screenplay by Dwight Taylor and Vina Delmar. Cast: Irene Dunne, Cary 
Grant, Cecil Cunningham, Robert Allen, Wyn Cahoon, Joyce Compton, 
Scott Colton, Esther Dale. 

Story depicts the return of a husband, away from home for two weeks, 


finding his wife traipsing into the house in mid-afteroon clothed in an eve- | 
Despite her logical explanation, the husband insists on a | 


ning gown. 

divorce. Remainder of film is taken up by her successful attempt to get 
im back. 

, ‘’’LL TAKE ROMANCE,’ produced by Everett Riskin, directed by 

Edward H. Griffith, no writing credits. Cast: Grace Moore, Melvyn Douglas, 

Stuart Erwin, Margaret Hamilton, Helen Westley, Andre Beranger, Esther 

Muir, Ferdinand Gottschalk. 


Story has Miss Moore as an opera singer under the domination of an | 
aunt. She’s contracted to sing in South America, but when a new deal is | 


offered her in Paris attempts to toss away the S. A. paper. Melvyn Douglas, 
South American producer, comes to the U. S. in an effort to prevent her 
departure to France. He conceals his identity, but falls in love with Miss 


Moore. He causes her to take an S. A. boat instead of the French lines. She | 
refuses to sing in South America until she finds that she, too, is in love |} 


with Douglas. 
Readied to start: “PARK AVENUE DAME,’ ‘I MARRIED AN ARTIST,’ 
and ‘RIVER OF MISSING MEN.’ 


bead National 








One in work, two editing, 11 preparing. Started: 

‘SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT,’ produced by Zion Myers, directed by 
Victor Schertzinger, screenplay by Austin Parker from Schertzinger’s 
original. Cast: James Cagney, Evelyn Daw, Jimmy Newell, Harry Barris, 
Candy Candido, Cully Richards, Mona Barrie, Gene Lockhart, Bill Carey, 
William Frawley, William Davidson, Philip Ahn, Rooney’s Rhythm Rascals. 

Story shows James Cagney as a celebrated New York orch leader re- 
ceiving a picture offer. He leaves the band and Evelyn Daw, his fiancee, a 
singer in the outfit, in the east. Through the efforts of Gene Lockhart, pro- 
duction chief, Cagney contracts a sense of inferiority. Although Cagney’s 
work in the pie is sensational, he believes he’s a flop and wires his gal to 
come wesi. They are married in San Francisco and honeymoon on a 
freighter to the South Seas. The film turns into a b.o. sensation and the 
studio attempts to locate Cagney. Fans mob the pair in Frisco upon their 
return from the South Seas and eventually he signs a new contract. Lock- 
hart, however, believes Cagney’s wife is in the way, and learning this, she 
beats it back to her old job with the N. Y. band. Cagney tosses up his film 
job temporarily and hustles east. 

Readied to start: 
MOUNTED,’ ‘WALLABY JIM OF THE ISLANDS,’ 
AGENT,’ ‘RETURN OF THE SHADOW,’ ‘FACE THE FACTS,’ ‘SO THIS 
IS HOLLYWOOD,’ ‘PAINTER IN THE SKY,’ ‘FRONTIER TOWN,’ and 
‘GORGEOUS.’ 


Metro 


Four in work, four editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ reported Variety, March 10; ‘DOUBLE WED- 
DING,’ reported June 16; ‘THE BRIDE WORE RED,’ reported June 22. 
Started: 

‘BIG CITY,’ produced by Norman Krasna, directed by Frank Borzage, 
original by Krasna. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Luise Rainer, Victor Varconi, 
Oscar O’Shea, William Demarest, Russell Hopton, Andrew Tombes, Helen 
Troy, Helen Brown, Edward J. Flanagan, Charles Grapewin, Mitchell 
Lewis, Irving Bacon, Janet Beecher, Ray Walker, Eadie Adams, Eddie 
Quillan, Guinn Williams, Alice White, Edgar Deering, Grace Ford, Regis 





Toomey. 


Story concerns a taxi war in New York with the big shots causing the 
independent drivers to take it on the lam. One of the indie drivers works 
his way into the big organization as a spy. Story runs the gamut of fights, 
bombings, etc., until the spy is killed. Spy’s’sister, wife of Spencer Tracy, 


PRODUCTION TABLE 


(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 


tions for the 1936-37 season.) 





Balance 
Pix tobe Stories 


Number Pix now placed in 


Producers and Number now now inthe before prep- 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- 
companies. promised. pleted. work. rooms. cameras. tion. 
COLUMBIA ..... HKisace 29 3 ll , 13 
Larry Darmour........ 8 3 . iG aa 7 
GRAND NATIONAL.... 65 6 1 +: *- 11 
METRO ............ (ces 28 4 4 oe 10 
MONOGRAM......... oon 1 ae 6 os 9 
Hal Roach........ jean 4 oe 1 oe 1 
PARAMOUNT .......... 48 45 1 16 ee 12 
B. P. Schulberg....... 8 5 ‘ ke Se 2 
Emanuel Cohen....... 8 4 1 sa 2 
Harry Sherman....... 6 6 1 ae 2 
Frank Lloyd...... oesee 1 1 aa be 1 
RKO RADIO........ aka: Oe 25 3 9 : 10 
David Loew........ ‘64> 2 ss s 1 
George Hirliman...... 6 4 ws 2 2 
A”. ra ° 3 3 1 1 
PEE xan voccce das 56 22 1 9 10 
A. W. Hackel......... e As 16 me ‘ + 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 63 68 7 9 os 10 
Fare 6 di za 2 2 
UNITED ARTISTS: 
Samuel Goldwyn..... ‘ 7 3 2 1 1 2 
Walt.r Wanger....... ° 7 3 2 1 2 2 
es ccd cca ‘ 5 3 2 04 2 
BR. BOTGMer. ...<cccce ‘ 1 4 a 
Criterion ........ seeds 2 ‘a ss ae 
Korda London......... 6 pe a és os 
UNIVERSAL oreer ae 36 J 9 ie + 
Back Jomes. .......0.0 6 6 1 oe ae 
WARNERS ecccéscscscee 6 67 7 12 ‘ 10 
Totals .. dscvdeceses. O00 394 36 91 7 123 





‘HERE’S FLASH CASEY, ‘RENFREW OF THE. 
‘GOVERNMENT | 











is blamed for a bombing, and in order to hush the scandal the d.a. threatens 
to deport her as an alien. She hides out, but surrenders when the indie 
cabmen are arrested. Before Tracy’s wife can be shipped out of the coun- 
try, he learns through a squealer the identity of the murderer. Mayor is 
giving a dinner to sports celebrities when Tracy drags in the informant. 
Realizing that Tracy’s wife is about to become a mother, the sportsmen 
start a brawl and clean out the big shot cabbies. 
Readied to start: ‘ROAD SHOW.’ 


| 
| 
| Monogram 


None in work, 3 editing, 9 preparing. 


Readied to start: ‘THE MARINES ARE HERE,’ ‘TELEPHONE OPERA- |. 


TOR, ‘WHERE THE WEST BEGINS, ‘GOD’S COUNTRY AND THE 
MAN,’ ‘A BRIDE FOR HENRY,’ ‘TWO WELL-DRESSED MEN,’ ‘AT- 
| LANTIC FLIGHT,’ and ‘ROMANCE OF THE LIMBERLOST.’ 


Paramount 





Two in work, 16 editing, 12 preparing. In work: 

‘EBB TIDE,’ reported Variety, June 16, Started: : 

| ‘SOPHIE LANG GOES WEST,’ General office production, directed by 
| Charles Riesner, no writing credits. Cast: Gertrude Michael, Lee Bowman, 
| Sandra Storme, Larry Crabbe, Barlowe Borland, C. Henry Gordon, Archie 
| Twitchell, Nick Lukats. 

Story depicts Sophie Lang, fiction’s femme adventurer, in a series of 
| dangers and romances in Hollywood. She boards a train in New York en 
| route to the Coast and finds a queer crew of passengers. A sultan who 
| hopes his famous diamond will be stolen so he can collect insurance; a 
| detective assigned to guard the gem; a foreign actress, and a writer and 

film director. Sophie and the writer collab on a screenplay concerning the 
| diamond and the sultan agrees to its use in the film, Producer plans a fake 
robbery in order to obtain publicity for the film but the missing stone 
mysteriously reappears and the foreign actress wears it instead of the 
imitation, The robbery turns out to be the real thing with the writer un- 
veiled as a former convict. He falls for Sophie just as the detective turns 
up the crook. 

Readied to start: ‘BULLDOG DRUMMOND COMES BACK,’ ‘PARK 
AVENUE FOLLIES,’ ‘THE BARRIER,’ ‘ARIZONA AMES,’ ‘LOVE ON 
TOAST,’ ‘WELLS FARGO,’ ‘YOU AND ME,’ ‘PRISON FARM,’ ‘BUC- 
CANEER,’ ‘PARTNERS IN CRIME’ and “TEXAS TRAIL.’ 


RKO-Radio 


Three in work, 8 editing, 9 preparing. In work: 

‘MUSIC FOR MADAME,’ and ‘STAGE DOOR,’ reported Variety, June 
22. Started: 

‘FLIGHT FROM GLORY,’ produced by Robert Sisk, directed by Lew 
Landers, screenplay by David Silverstein, original by Robert Andrews. 
Cast: Chester Morris, Whitney Bourne, Onslow Stevens, Van Hefllin, Rita 
La Roy, Richard Lane, Walter Miller, Paul Guilfoyle, Douglas Walton. 

Story concerns the life and loves of a group of grounded flyers who at- 
tempt to escape their pasts by working for Onslow Stevens, owner of the 
Trans-Andea flying field. Instead of finding Stevens’ outfit the kind adver- 
tised in come-ons, the group is forced*to live in huts and life in genera! is 
filthy. Van Heflilin, one of the flyers, takes his bride Whitney Bourne to the 
place, but Heflin cannot stand the gaff. In the crisis, she turns to Chester 
Morris for affection. 

Readied to start: ‘A LOVE LIKE THAT,’ ‘FIGHT FOR YOUR LADY,’ 
‘40 NAUGHTY GIRLS,’ ‘SATURDAY’S HEROES,’ ‘DON’T FORGET TO 
REMEMBER’ and ‘THE KANGAROOS,’ 


Republic 


One in work, 9 editing, 6 preparing. Started: 

‘DOUBLE TROUBLE,’ produced by Leonard Fields, directed b-- James 
Horne, no writing credits. Cast: Ole Olsen and Chic Johnson, Mary 
Howard, Harry Stockwell, Eddie Kane, D’Arcy Corrigan, Lew Kelly, 
Franklin Pangborn, Stanley Fields. 

Story concerns pair of comics with a letter to a theatre owner, happy 
in their hopes to sell him their trained seal act. However, theatre owner 
tells them they are victims of a practical joker inasmuch as he has been 
| unable to produce a play successfully for 10 years. Young song writer, 


| 
| 
| 
| 











| hearing that Olsen and Johnson have inherited a fortune, in reality about | 


| $150, tells them he’s written a musical comedy around the theatre owner's 
| daughter. They agree to help not knowing the false rumor regarding their 
| fortune. They are exposed, but not until the theatre owner is shot while 
| watching a rehearsal. Creditors believing the house to be jinxed walk off 
| with their properties. Comics turn to the radio and a fish outfit sponsors 
a program after they write in a climax for the show explaining the 
| murder of the dead angel. Unable to find the slayer, each attempts to 
confess the hoax, but is unable to do so before the real killer is unveiled. 


| ‘PUBLIC COWBOY NO. 1,’ (finished) produced by Sol Siegel, directed | 


| by Joe Kane, screenplay by Oliver Drake, original by Bernard McConville. 
| Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Ann Rutherford, William Farnum, 
Arthur Loft, Frank E. Marvin, House Peters, Jr., James C. Morton. 

Story portrays Gene Autry, deputy, and William Farnum, sheriff, unable 
to cope with a gang of rustlers using airplanes, radios, etc. Ann Ruther- 
ford, town’s only editor, lambastes the pair in her sheet. They suspect the 
owner of a packing company and through the use of radio learn of the 
rustler’s plans. Autry’s pal, Smiley Burnette, is arrested after Farnum is 
shot and is clubbed to death in jail. Burnette knew the assailant and with 
his death the rustler’s run wild and Farnum is forced to resign. However, 


Autry carries on his sleuthing via the air waves and eventually Farnum is 


| re-instated in his job. 


Readied to start: ‘PORTIA ON TRIAL,’ ‘FOOLS IN PARADISE,’ Untitled | 


SKIPWORTH-MORAN pic. ‘LADY MISBEHAVES,’ ‘FIRST PRIZE,’ and 
‘HEART OF THE ROCKIES.’ 


| 20th Century-Fox 


Seven in work, 7 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘HEIDI,’ ‘THIN ICE,’ reported Variety, May 26: ‘DANGER, LOVE AT 
WORK,’ reported June 167 ‘IN OLD CHICAGO,’ ‘WIFE, DOCTOR AND 
NURSE,’ ‘CHARLIE CHAN ON BROADWAY,’ reported June 23. Started: 

‘ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN,’ produced by Laurence Schwab. directed 
by David Butler, screenplay by Harry Tugend and Jack Yellen from story 
idea by Gene Fowler. Gene Towne and Graham Baker. Cast: Eddie Cantor 
June Lang, Roland Young, George Sanders, Tony Martin, Virginia Fields, 
Allan Dinehart, Louise Hovick, John Carradine, Douglas Dumbrille. Ps 

Story has a background of Bagdad when the Caliphs ruled. Eddie Cantor 
a tramp, is thrown off a train, gets a job as a film extra and goes to sleep 
in a large jar on the set. Action revolves around what happened to Cantor 





| in his dreams. He finds himself at Roland Young’s court in Bagdad, abet- | 


ting the love affair of June Lang and Tony Martin against the designs of 
(Continued on page 19) 


AMUS. STOCKS 
HOLDING UP 
~~ IN SUMMER 


Others were | 


Behavior of picture 
|shares during the late 
| weakness in the stock market and 
the manner in which these stocks 


company 
extended 


pushed forward when the big board 
strengthened last week has produced 
favorable comment in Wall Street. 
All amusements have been holding 
well, with a majority of film com- 
pany issues managing to keep above 
old lows of the year despite recent 
severe sell-offs. 

Observers in the street were par- 
ticularly impressed by this resistance 
against the trend as well as a di- 
‘minutive bull move in picture shares 
Thursday and Friday last week, 

because this is the season of the 

year, usually, when film shares start 
|discounting the customary decline 
in summer box office 

Arrival of warmer weather much 
later than usual this year, release 
|of good pictures, signifying desire 
of distributing companies to hold 
trade, and fine crop prospects have 
aided in bolstering sentiment. 

Favorable positions of two pre- 
ferred issues attracted buyers in the 

pre-holiday market last Friday (2) 

when Paramount first preferred 

soared 19 points to 150 and Uni- 

versal preferred roared ahead 12 

points to 75 per share. Unusual 

strength in Par first preference 
came after a substantial gain on the 
| preceding day, : 
Paramount common finished week 
|/up more than 2 points from its sell- 
ing level and 20th-Fox common man- 
|aged to sport the same advance. 

Technicolor edged up to near its 
| former high price of 1937. 
| Loew, long the leader for picture 

shares, more than lived up to its 
| reputation, winding up a period of 
| consistent stability, with daily gains 
|of more than one point, not uncom- 
|mon, by hitting a mark 13 points 

above the year’s low. Eastman 

Kodak common performed sensation- 

ally by finishing off the week with 

a 2%-point advance that pushed it 

up within one-quarter of the 1937 

peak, , 


$16,060 FEE ALLOWED 
| SKOURAS ST. L. ATTY 


St. Louis, July 6. 

A fee of $16,000 was allowed 
Thursday (1) in bankruptcy court to 
William T. Jones for his 4% years 
of service as attorney for Nelson 
Cunliff,, trustee for Skouras Bros. 
| Enterprises, Inc., bankrupt theatre 
holding corporation. Jones asked for 
$25,000 and set out in petition that 
in long litigation since appointment 
on Jan. 15, 1933, he spent much time 
representing the trustee in various 
disputed matters and checked claims 
aggregating $4,600,000. 

Payment of a first and final divi- 
'dend of about 64%% on $4,641,355 in 
claims recently was approved in the 
bankruptcy case. The dividend 
amounted to $303,451. 











DEANNA’S NEXT SET 


Universal has bought ‘Prize Girl,’ 
Booth Tarkington story, for Deanna 
Durbin, No price revealed. 

Adaptation and production plans 
; not set, but figured it will be the 


youngster’s next after ‘100 Men and 
a Girl.’ 





Incorporations 





CALIFORNIA 
' Sacramento 
Coronet Pictures, Ine.; capital stock, 
100 shares, none subscribed. Directors: 


Martin Gang, Robert KE. Kopp, May P 

Baumgartner, all of L. A d 

Myrt Blum-Jack Emanuel, Inc.; capital 

| Stock, 100 shares, none subscribed Di- 

rectors; Martin Gang, Robert 
May P. Baumgartner. 

Visual Entertainments, Ine; motion 
preture producing); capital stock, 100 
shares, no par; permitted to issue all, 
Directors: Irving Cohen, L. Ryan and 
l.. Kingston, c 

Constance Bennett, Inc.: to manufac- 


Kopp, 


ture cosmetics); capital stock, 100 shares 
no par; permitted to issue all Direc- 
tors: Constance Bennett, Jewel Hill and 
Dorothy de Frasso. 

Business Publications, Ine.: capital 
tock, 100 shares, no par; permitted toe 
issue all, Directors: John H Clayton, 
David S. Moir, Paul A Dehuff 

Colonial Pileture Corp.: ipital stock, 
$100, none subscribed Directors: John 
“peaks, (C. Kb, Fauntter Felix Cunning- 


j har, Robert F. bu le and Paul H. 
Fox, 
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Advance Production Chari 


(Continued from page 17) 


John Carradine and Louise Hovick. Cantor saves the situation and the city 
of Bagdad when he flies on a magic carpet to the enemy’s camp and sets 
it afire. 

Readied to start: ‘LIFE BEGINS IN COLLEGE’ and ‘THE GREA ’ 
MOND ROBBERY.’ T DIA 








United Artists 


Six in work, 4 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘HURRICANE,’ reported Variety, May 12; ‘ADVENTURES OF MARCO 
POLO,’ reported June 16, Started. 

‘NOTHING SACRED,’ produced by Selznick-International, directed by 
William A. Wellman, screenplay by Ben Hecht, original story by James H. 








Street. Cast: Carole Lombard, Frederic March, Charles Winninger, Walter 
Connolly, A. W. Sweatt, Maxie Rosenbloom, Art Lasky, Clarence Wilson, 
Olin Howland. 

Story is a comedy on New York newspaper life. 

‘ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER,’ produced by Selznick-International, 
directed by H. C. Potter, screenplay by John V. A. Weaver from Mark 
Twain’s story of American boyhood 75 years ago. Cast: Tommy Kelly, Ted 
Limes, Elizabeth Patterson, Walter Brennan, A. W. Sweatt, Anne Gillis, 
Cora Sue Collins, Victor Jory, Spring Byington, Margaret Hamilton, Victor 
Killian, Hugh Chapman. 

Story re-enacts the boyhood life of Tom Sawyer, his pal, Huckelberry 
Finn, and their village friends. 

‘I MET MY LOVE AGAIN,’ produced by Walter Wanger, directed by Ar- 
thur Ripley and Joshua Logan, screenplay by Ripley, Logan and David Hertz, 
from novel, ‘Summer Lightning,’ by Allene Corliss. Cast: Henry Fonda, 
Joan Bennett, Alan Marshall, Dame May Whitty, Louise Platt, Tim Holt, 
Dorothy Stickney, Florence Lake. 

Story starts in a New England college town in 1927 and later the locale 
jumps to Paris. Joan Bennett, engaged to Henry Fonda, elopes with Alan 
Marshall, a New York writer-playboy, to France. Marshall turns out to 
be a heel and is finally killed in a duel. Bennett returns to Fonda in the 
New England town where he’s grown to be quite a professor through his 
plugging of book learning. 

‘STAND-IN,’ produced by Walter Wanger, directed by Tay Garnett, 
screenplay by Gene Towne and Graham Baker, original Satevepost story 
by Clarence Budington Kelland. Cast: Leslie Howard, Joan Blondell, J. C 
Nugent, Alan Mowbray, Tully Marshall, William Mong. 

Story concerns Leslie Howard as a scholarly clerk in a New York finan- 
cial institution, which finds itself the owner of a Hollywood picture studio. 
Howard is shunted westward to put the studio on its paying feet. En route 
to the studio he meets Joan Blondell, an extra, and learns plenty from her. 
He works wonders with the picture lot and is sitting pretty when a 
racketeer, attempting to get his paws on the film property, commitsa mur- 
= which is blamed on Howard. He beats the criminal rap and winds up 

y marrying Blondell and making her a star. 

Readied to start: ‘THE GOLDWYN FOLLIES.’ 


Universal 


_ Two in work, nine editing, eight preparing. In work: ‘100 MEN AND 
A GIRL,’ reported Variety May 26, and ‘THE LADY FIGHTS BACK,’ re- 
ported June 22. 

Readied to start: ‘MERRY-GO-ROUND OF 1938,’ ‘ADVENTURE’S END,’ 
‘MIDNIGHT RAIDER,’ ‘LET’S BE CANDID,’ ‘BEHIND THE MIKE,’ ‘CAR- 
NIVAL QUEEN,’ and ‘YOUNG MAN’S FANCY.’ 





Warners 


Eight in work, 11 editing, eight preparing. In work: ‘THE PERFECT 
SPECIMEN,’ reported Variety May 26; ‘FIRST LADY,’ reported May 12; 
‘ADVENTUROUS BLONDE,’ ‘PRAIRIE THUNDER,’ ‘THE GREAT GAR- 
RICK,’ reported June 23. Started: 

‘MISSING WITNESSES,’ produced hy Bryan Foy, directed by William 
Clemens, original and screenplay by Dcq Ryan and Kenneth Gamet. Cast: 
Dick Purcell, Jean Dale, John Litel, Eddie Scuff, Mabel Todd, Ben Weldon, 
Vida Ann Borg, William Haade. 

Story is a big city, underworld melodrama of a centralized racketeering 
organization headed by Harlan Tucker and being fought by John Litel, 
Dick Purcell and William Haade. Jean Dale is accused of killing Tucker 
and the criminal gang is exposed when Purcell and Jean learn that Tucker 
has slain his butler and dressed the victim in Tucker’s own clothes. 

‘EXPENSIVE HUSBANDS,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by Bobby 
Connoily, screenplay by Jean Negulesco and Jay Brennan. Cast: Beverly 
Roberts, Patric Knowles, Allyn Joslyn, William Hopper, Vladimir Sokoloff. 

Story is a behind-the-scenes romance with Beverly Roberts, an actress, 
suffering from weak pictures. Her press agent, Allyn Joslyn, is at wits 
end. She goes abroad and falls in love with a waiter in Vienna, Patric 
Knowles, who turns out to be a prince. Back in Hollywood her popularity 
returns. Knowles comes to Hollywood, too, and spends her money like 
water, but it turns out to be his own money. He leaves, she follows him 
back to Europe and they kiss and clinch. 

‘TWO PLATOONS,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by John Farrow, 
original and screenplay by Carlton Sand. Dick Foran, Ann Sheridan, Veda 
Ann Borg, Robert Armstrong, Hugh O’Connell. 

Story is about the lives of firemen, especially Dick Foran, fire-eater and 
smoke-eater combined, who feuds with Robert Armstrong, a fire captain. 
Both are in love with Veda Ann Borg. Foran thinks Ann Sheridan is 
Armstrong’s sweetie but she is his sister. Ann and Dick fall in love. Ann 
Saves Dick from dishonorable discharge. Dick saves Armstrong’s life and 


all misunderstandings are forgotten and Miss Sheridan and Dick plan to 
wed. 











CALENDAR OF FOREIGN RELEASES 


(Most of these available with English titles) 


Abyssinia (Russ) (Amkino). War record. 63 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 
Alla en Rancho Grande (Sp) Mexican musical. Tito Guizar. 
de Fuentes. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 2. 
Amour de Toni, Les (Fr) (Metropolis). Heavy drama. Dir. Jean Renoir. 80 
mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. 
As! Es La Muier (Sp). Frothy romance. Dir Jose Bohr. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 
Amphytrion (Fr) (Ufa). German-made French talker” Henri Garat. Dir. Rein- 
hold Schunzel. 88 mins. Rel March 15. Rev. March 31. Rel 
el. 


Arshin Mal Alan (Armenian). Operetta. Dir. Setrag Vartian. 40 mins. 
August der Starke (Ger) (Casino). Historical drama with music. Michael 





Rev. Dec. 16. 
Dir. Fernando 


March 1. Rev. March 10. 


Pee Lil Dagover. Dir. Paul Wegener. 101 mins, Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. 

eb. 3. 

Baratsagos Arcot Kerek (Hung) (Danubia).Romantic farce. Szoke Szakall. 10 | 
mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

Barcarole (Ufa) (Ger). Offenbach’s opera. Dir. Eric 


Gustav Frvehlich. 

Neusser. 83 mins. Rel. Oct 15 ev Oct 21 

Bedzie Lepiej (Pol) (Polish-American). Comedy. Dir. M. Waszynskiego. 95 
mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. April 7. 

Befehl ist Befehl (Ger) (Casino). Army farce. Weiss Ferdl. Dir. A. Elling. 
0 mins. Rel. Nov. 15 . 

Betterstudent, Der (Ger) (Ufa). Millocker’s opera. Marikka Rokk. Dir. Georg 
Jacoby. 75 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. W. 

Birobidjian (Russ) (Amkino). Life in Soviet’s Jewish colony. Dir. V. Korsch- 
Sablin 84 mins Rel. Oct 1 Rev Oct 21 

Beethoven Concerto (Russ) (Amkino). Light children’s yarn. Dir. V. Schmid- 
hoff. 65 mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. March 31. . 

Blinde Passagiere (Ger) (Tobis). Comedy. Pat and Patachon. Dir. Fred Saur. 
80 mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 24. P 

Bolek ne sotek (Pol). Musical comedy. Dir. J. Rosen. 87 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 

ev. Dec. 16. 
Calandria, La (Sp). Romance of a singer. Dir. Fernando de Fuertes. 60 mins 
1 


el. Oct. 1. 
Cielito Lindo (Sp). Mexican made romance. Dir. R. O'Quigley. 80 mins. Rel. | 
Rel. | 


e 
Daro un Milione (It) (New World). Romantic comedy. Dir. Mario Camerint. | 
75 mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. April 7. 





ov. 
Celela Mundial (Sp). Comedy romance. Dir. Benito Perojo. 80 mins. 


Dinero ed Amore (It) (New World). Florentine legend. Dir. Guido Brigone. 90 
mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 24. 

Drei Blaue Jungs (Ger) (Casino). Nazi naval life. 
Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 13. 
Dunaparti Randevu (Hung) (Danubia). 

85 mins. 


Dir. Carl Boese. 90 mins. 


Romantic farce. 


Dir. Istvan Szekely. 
Rel. March 15. Rev. March 31. 


Edes Mostoha (Hung) (Danubia). Kid’s yarn. Dir. Bela Balogh. 95 mins 
Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 16. 

Ein Lied, Ein Kuss, Ein Maedel (Ger) (Germania). Cinderella again, with 
music. Gustav Froehlich, Martha Eggerth. Dir. Geza von Bolvary. 98 


mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec 16. 
Finmaleins der Liebe, Das (Ger) (Casino). Dir. Karl Hoffman. 
93 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 6. 
Ember a Hid Alatt (Hung) (Danubia). Heavy drama. Dir. Laszlo Vajda. 175 
mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 2 
Es Gibt Nur Eine Liebe (Ger) 
Jenny Jugo. Dir. Johannes Mayer. 
Eternal Mask (Swiss) (Mayer-Bursiyn). 
Hochbaum. 174 mins. Rel. Jan 1. 
Falscher Fuffziger, Ein (Ger) (Germania). 


Costume film. 


(Casino). Musical comedy. Louis Graveure, 
98 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Feb. 3. 
Psychological drama. Dir. Walter 


Rev. Jan. 20. 
Domestic comedy. Dir. Carl Boese. 


75 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 17. 

Familienparade (Ger) (Germania). Domestic drama, Dir, Fritz Wendhauser. | 
90 mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. March 24. 

Friesennot (Ger). Nazi propaganda. Dir Werner Kortwich. 102 mins. Rel 
Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28 


Fruehling in Wien (Ger) (Zwicker). Comedy with music. 
I. A Huebler-Kahla. 60 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. 

Ganze Welt Dreht Sich um Liebe, Die (Ger) 
Susa. 80 mins Rel. Nov 15. 


Gesuzza La Sposa Garibaldina (It). 


Mystery-romance. Charlotte 


Italian Joan of Are. Dir. A. Biassetti. 175 


mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 18 

Glueckspilze (Ger) (Casino). Drama of adolescence. Dir. Robert A. Stemmle. 
80 mins. Rel. Oct. 15 

Golgatha (Fr) (Baynes). Religious spec. Dubbed in English. Dir. Jules Du- 
vivier. 95 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 17 


Golem, Der (Czech) (Metropolis). Yiddish legend 
Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 90 mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. March 24. 
Grenzfeuer (Ger) (Zwicker). Intrigue in the Alps. Dir. Hans Beck-Gaden. 85 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev Dec. 30 

Harom Sarkany (Hung) (Danubia). Romance of collegiates. Dir. Laszlo Vajda 
90 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 

Heroes del Barrio, Les (Sp). Kids do some acting. Dir. Armando Vidal. 80 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

Herren von Maxim, Die (Casino). Musical. 
mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. April 7. 

Hofkonzert (Ger) (Ufa). Costume musical.. Martha Eggerth. Dir. Detlef Sierck. 
90 mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. April 7. 

Brigitte Helm. Dir. Herbert Sel- 
Rev. Jan. 13. 


Idealer Gatte, Ein (Ger). Domestic drama. 
Irma, La Mala (Sp). Marital mixups. Dir. Rafael Sevilla. 80 mins. Rel 
Oct. 1. 


in French dialog. Harry 


Leo Slezak. Dir. Carl Boese. 85 


pin. 82 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 


Ist Main Mann Nicht Fabelhaft (Ger). 
Georg Jacoby. 76 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 

I Want to Be a Mother (Yiddish) (JTP). 
mins. Rel. Feb. 15. Rev. March 3. 

Jadzia (Pol) Romantic musical. Dir. M. Cwiklinska. 
Rev. Feb. 3 

Jede Frau Hat Ein Geheimniss (Ger) 
Ophals. 80 mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 17. 

Junge Graff, Der (Ger) (Ufa). Light comedy with music. 
Karl Lamac. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 16. 

Kakos Dromos. O (Gr). Heavy drama 177 mins Rel Oct. 15 Rev Oct 28 

Kleine Schwindlerin, Die (Ger) (Casino). Romantic comedy. Dolly Haas. Dir. 
Carl Boese. 75 mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. April 7. 

Koenigwalzer (Ger) (Ufa). Operetta. Willi Forst. Dir. Herbert Maisch. 80 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 11 

Lacrimme e Sorrisi (It) (DuWorld). Martial mixups. 
57 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 

L’Amore Che Canta (It) (DuWorld). Farce musical. 
Bonnard. 80 mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. April 7 

La Paloma (Ger) (Casino). Musical. Chas. Kullman, Leo Slezak. 
Heinz Martin. 85 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 


Domestic comic complications. Dir. 
Rev. Dec. 9 
Melodrama. 
82 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 
(Casino). Romantic comedy. Dir. Max 


Anny Ondra. Dir. 


Dir. Raffaello Matarazzo. 
Tito Schipa. Dir. Mario 


Dir. Karl 


Legy Jo Mindhalalig (Hung) (Danubia). Life in a children’s school. Dir. Istvan 
Szekely. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 
Letzte Rose (Ger) (Casino). Operetta based on ‘Martha. Dir. Karl Anton 
mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 21. 


Liebesgeschichten von Boccaccio (Ger) (Ufa). Operetta. Willy Fritch. Dir. 
Herbert Maisch. 80 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. Rev. March 3. 
Liebesleute (Ger) (Tobis). Drama of modern life. Renate Mueller, Gustav 
Froehlich. Dir. Eric Waschneck. 95 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 7. 
Liebesroman im Hause Hapsburg (Ger) (Casino). Historical item. Dir. Willi 
Wolff. 81 mins. Rel Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 21. 

Loyalty of Love (It) (New World). Drama. Marta Abba. Dir. Guido Brignone. 
90 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. Rev. March 24. 

Manewry Milosne (Polish). Operetta. Dir. J. Nowina-Przybylski. 70 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. 

Maskerade (Aust) (DuWorld). Musical. Paul Weeselly. Dir. Willy Forst. 90 


mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 27. 
Meseauto (Hung) (Danubia). Cinderella in Budapest. Dir. Bela Gaal. 90 mins. 


Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. 

Miserables, Les (Fr) (Franco-American). Hugo's classic. Harry Baur. Dir. 
Raymond Bernard. 162 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 4. 

Mueder Theodor, Der (Ger). Backstage farce. Weiss Ferdl. Dir. Yon V. Har- 


lan. ‘® mins. Rel. Oct 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 
aoudetes Oo a | (Sp). Melodramatic love story. Dir. Ramon Peon. 90 mins. 
el. Dec 1. 


Mutiger Seefahrer, Der (Ger) iFastne). Heavy farce. 
5 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Feb 
Probably best described as a 
Natalka Poltavka (Russ) (Amkino). Ukrainian musical. 
Szekely. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. 
Faith-healing at the Lourdes Shrine. 
Nightingale (Russ) (Amkino). 
Rel. 
Rev. Jan. 13. 


Dir. Hans Deppe. 90 
mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. é 
mex < de Paris, Les (Fr) (Franco). Eugene Sue’s novel. Dir. Felix Gandera. 
Mysteries of Notre Dame (Fr) (DuWorid). 
travelogue. 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 4 
Dir. E. Kavaleridze. 
75 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 
Naszut Felaron (Hung) (Danubia). Comedy romance. Paul Javor. Dir. I. 
Ne Sirj Edesanyam (Hung) (Danubia). 
Dir. Bela Balogh. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 25. 
First Moscow color-film. Dir. Nikolai Ekk. 95 
mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 11. 
Onore — Figlia Del Popolo (It). Old-time silent fixed up. 71 mins. 
NE 
Petits, Les (Fr) (Franco). Simple tale of child’s love. Dir, Alfred Machard. 
80 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 6. 


Pofon (Hung) (Danubia). Farce. Paul Javor. Dir. Bela Balogh. 85 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 20. 

Prince Jean, Le (Fr) (20th). Royal intrigue. Natalie Paley. Dir. Jean de Mar- 
guenot. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 16. 


Prisoners (Russ) (Amkino). Reform of prisoners. 
90 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. Rev. Feb. 24. 

Privatsekretaerin Heiratet (Ger) (Zwicker). 
Haas. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 9 

Radio Bar (Sp) (Par). Argentine-made musical. 
mins. Rel Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 27. 

Rakoczi March (Hung) (Danubia). Military drama. Dir. Steven Szekely. 82 
mins. Rel. Oct 15. Rev. Oct. 28 

Raub der Sabinerinnen (Ger) (Casino), Comedy. Dir. R. A. Staemmle. 90 
mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Feb. 10. 

Razumov (Fr) (Garrison). Conrad story. Pierre Fresnay. Dir. Mare Allegret. 
95 mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 17. 

Revolutionists (Russ) (Amkino). History of early communist regime. 100 mins. 
Dir. Vera Stroveva. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 30. 

Rosal Bendito, El (Sp). Religious Mexican drama. Dir. J. Bustillo Oro. 170 
mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 10. 

Samvetsomma, Adolf (Sw). Farce with songs. Dir. Sigurd Wallen. 80 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 15. Rev. Feb. 24 


Senge ann (Hung) (Danubia). ‘ Sob story. Dir. Bela Pasztor. 80 mins. Rel. 


an. 15. Rev. Feb 3 
ace ee (Sp). Dir. Ramon Peon. 80 mins. Rel. 
an. 15. 
Slalom. (Aust) (DuWorld). Life and love in the Alps. Dir. Arnold Fanck. 67 


Dir. Evgeny Cherviakov. 
Dolly 


Manuel Romero. 82 


Romance in farce time. 
Dir. 


Mexican drama. 


mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 23. _ 
Soder om Landsvagen (Sw) (Scandinavian). Comedy-drama. Edvard Persson. 
Dir. Gideon Wahlberg. 95 mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 17. 


Soderkakar (Sw) (Scandinavian) Musical. Edward Person. Dir. Weyler Hilde- 
brand. 80 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 23 

Soldaten Karemaden (Ger) (Zwicker) Teutonic propaganda. 
pertz. 90 mins.’ Rel Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 7 


Dir. Turn Hup- 

Song of China (Chinese) (MacLean). Drama in the Orient. Dir. Lo Ming-Yau 
60 mins. Rel Nov. 1 Rev. Nov. 11. 

Son of Mongolia (Russ) (Amkino) Propaganda of the Mongolian sector. Dir 
I. Trauberg. 105 mins Rel Nov 15. Rev Nov 25 

Spain in Flames (Russ) (Amkino). Travelog, English lecture. 65 mins. Rel. 
Jan Rev. Feb. 3. 

Sporck’schen Jaeger, Die (Ger) (Bavaria). Romantic drama. Dir. Rolf Ran- 
dolf. 60 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. Rev. March 3. 

Standschutze Bruggler (Ger) (Ufa). Military drama. Dir. Werner Klinger. 85 
mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 17. 

Stelldichein im Schwarzwald, Ein (Ger) (Casino). Farce with music. Dir. 
Georg Jacoby. 75 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. Rev. Feb. 24. 

Stutzen der Gesellschaft (Ger) (Ufa). Ibsen’s oldie in a new version. Dir 
Detlef Sierck. 80 mins Rel. Nov Rev. Nov. 18 

Szenzacio (Hung). Romantic comedy. Dir. Steven Szekely. 80 mins. Rel. Feb 
15. Rev. March 3. 

Szerelmi Almok (Hung) (Danubia) 


Franz Liszt's life. Dir. Heinz Hille. 87 
mins Re) Jan. i. Rev. Jan 


Tras La RejJa (Sp). Mexican drama. Dir. Jorge Dada. 70 mins. Rel. Jan 1 

Tredowata (Pol) Heavy drama. Dir. Julius Gardan. 91 mins. Rel. Dec. 15 
Rev. Jan. 6 

Trenta Secondi d’Amore (It) (New World). Farce. Dir. Mario Bonnard. 60 
mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 7. 


(Continued on page 21) 


Leo Slezak. Dir. | 


Dir. George Roland. 85 | 


Heavy Pix Stock 
Trading, SEC. 
Records Show 


Washington, July 6. 
Unloading of Paramount paper by 
Lehman Bros., brokerage firm to 
which John D. Hertz, film company 
director, belongs, came to light last 





week in latest Securities & Ex- 
|}change Commission report on in- 
| siders’ activity. Dealings in several 
{other picture securities also were 
| saree simultaneously. 
Disclaiming beneficial interest, 


| Hertz reported that during the latter 
| part of May his house dumped 6,000 

Par common, 2,500 second pre- 
| ferred, and $55,000 face value of de- 


| bentures. Three sales wiped out the 
| firm’s position in common, while 
three more transactions cut the 


| second 


preferred holdings to 5,500 
and another trio of deals sliced the 
| debenture portfolio to $32,000. 


| Continued activity by Maurice 
| Newton, another Par director, via 
| Hallgarten & Co. was shown. 
| After engaging in large-scale trading 
| for several months, the brokerage 
shop reported a few simple transac- 
tions in May. Newton sold 400 com- 
mon held in his own name, slicing 
his stake to 8,118, and the house 
sold 380 and picked up 180 by ex- 
change, winding up with none left. 
On his own account, Newton picked 
up 400 pieces of second preferred, 
giving him 2,813, while the company 
, bought 200 which were quickly 
swapped for common. The firm also 
said it holds $97,000 worth of de- 
bentures. 


Sales of Warner Bros. tickets by 
the trio of topnotchers were dis- 
closed. Renraw, Inc., personal hold- 
ing company of the brothers, un- 
loaded 858 shares of $3.85 cumula- 
tive preferred, reducing this com- 
pany’s holding to $13,500. Their 
Holding Co. B marketed a like 
amount, 286 shares for each of the 
three brothers, leaving 4,500 tickets 
apiece for Albert, Harry and Jack. 
Report showed Holding Co. A still 
accounts for 5,988 common for Al- 
bert, while Harry has 62,860 and 
Jack 88,060. 

Purchase of W.B. debentures by 
Stanleigh P. Friedman was shown, 
He picked up $5,000 worth, boosting 
his investment to $460,000. The 
brothers still account for most of 
these securities, Albert having 
$1,530,000 in his own name and $269,- 
460 via holding company, Harry $1,- 
404,000, and Jack $1,502,000. 

Harry Cohn, president of Colum- 
bia Pictures, dumped 18,587 A-pur- 
chase warrants covering voting trust 
certificates, wiping out his wad of 
these tickets. Bruno Weyers, Edu- 
cational officer, sold 100 warrants for 
common, leaving him 1,540. 

Arthur M. Loew reported he re- 
ceived 2,196 common of Loew’s, Inc., 
as a liquidating dividend and sold 
1,901, leaving him 295. His holding 
company was shared with disposal 
of 2,198 of these tickets as part of 
the liquidation process. 

Purchase of 1,900 shares of Pathe 
common in two lots during April 
was reported by Robert R. Young, 
giving him 31,715 of these tickets, in 
addition to 10,283 shares credited to 
a holding company in which he has 
a stake. 

Felix A. Jenkins said his wife had 
dumped her 25 common shares of 
20th Century-Fox. 

Other reports showed E. W. Ham- 
mons, president of Educational, has 
700 common and 17,683 warrants; 
Theo R. Williams has 5 warrants, 
and Hugh McNair Kahler has no in- 
terest in the firm. 

Joseph Aller, New York, new di- 
rector of Consolidated Film Indus- 
tries, said he had none of the com- 
pany’s paper when he went on the 
board last year while John E. Mc- 
Cauley, Chicago, recruit on the Gen- 
eral Theatres Equipment directorate, 
revealed his stake at 100 common. 





Stothart Tunes ‘Firefly’ 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Metro has assigned Herbert Sto- 
thart to do the musical scoring on 
| ‘The Firefly.’ ” 
| Jeannette MacDonald and Allan 
| Jones are featured. 








| JANE GREER’S 20TH TEST 

| Century-Fox is testing Jane Greer 

for picts, Joe Pincus handling it. 
Girl is the 18-year-old daughter 

of Herbert Greer, utilities operator 

| and publisher of several newspapers 

lin West Virginia. 
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Par's So. Chicago Steel Strike Pix 


Yes and No on B.0. 





; Chiefly Good Bally 





Paramount has obtained a whale 
of a lot of publicity on its exclusive 
shots of the Memorial Day clash be- 
tween steel strikers and police at 
South Chicago, IL, which it is ex- 
pected will serve as pressure for | 
salesmen in getting accounts for the | 
newsreel, but business at the the-| 
atres playing the reel has been in- 
creased only slightly,.so far as man- 
agers can see, 

It is also reported by the theatres 
that there has been little or no re- 
action to the reels when screened, ' 
audiences in virtually all cases sit-! 
ting through the pictures very, 
quietly. At the Embassy and Trans- 
Lux newsreel houses, N. Y., where | 
hissier crowds are attracted, there | 
has been some booing at points | 
where labor sympathizers could fit- | 
tingly give out, but the reaction has 
not been as strong as it frequently is | 
against some of the foreign dictators. 
Managers declare there has been no 
trouble otherwise, although in Chi- 
cago, where the police have been se- 
verely attacked, the reels are not 
being shown. In that city the police | 
aren’t allowing it, while in certain 
spots theatres themselves deemed it 
wise not to exhibit the highly con- 
troversial pictures. 

Theatre operators in New York, a | 
little surprised that there has been 
no audience reaction in the majority 
of cases, believe that the sting was | 
taken out of the strike-police melee | 
by the LaFollette-Civil Liberties | 
committee investigation in Washing- | 
ton and the great amount of pub- | 

| 


licity that was given the Par pic- | 
tures. Managerial contentiédn is that 
audiences apparently know what to 
expect and view with curiosity what | 
they have already read a good deal 
about. 

While originally Paramount de- | 
cided not to release the reels for | 
fear of riots in the theatres, after the | 
LaFollette committee revealed the | 
contents of the footage in detail, the | 
company felt last week that it should | 
be okay to release the print now. | 
They went out Friday (2), assertedly 
unedited. Built up by prefacing the 
shots with footage on Senator La- | 
Follette, who briefly discusses the | 
Chicago matter and his committee’s | 
investigation, the special on the riot | 
runs 600 feet but has no slow-motion 
portions which might have been 
helpful in more clearly viewing the | 
conflict. Before releasing the pic- 
tures, it was agreed between Par and 
the LaFollette committee that if the 
latter screened the picture at _ its 
public hearing, then Par would be 
free to release the subpoenaed foot- 
age to the theatres. 

With notice of their availability 
Friday (2), Paramount indicated to 
all its managers and partners that it | 
was being left to their discretion 
whether they wanted to screen the 
pictures or not. There was some 
feeling within Par that they should 
have been killed when originally ob- 
tained and nothing said about their 
possession, although as it has hap- 
pened, the Par newsreel] has gotten | 
more publicity and space than ever} 
before in history. The clash films 


~— 


| 











(Continued fr 


Under Fals Flagg (Sw) (Scandinav:an). 

Gustav Molander. 75 mins 

Ungetreue Eckehart, Der (Ger) (Tobis). 
Rev. March 24. 


Varan Pojke (Sw) (Scandinavian). Romance Edvard Person. Dir. Arne 
Bornebusch. 93 mins. Rel Oct 1. Rev Oct 21 are 1a 
Vasember (Hung) (Danubia). Operetta. Dir. Emil Martonffi. 65 mins. Rel. 
March 1. Rev. March 17 ; ‘ 

Verraeter (Ger) (Ufa). Propaganda. Dir. Kar] Ritter. 90 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 
Rev. Jan. 27. 

Visages de France, Les (Fr) (Franco). Travelog in four reels. 34 mins. Rel. 


Jan 15. Rev Feb. 3. 
Waldwinter (Ger) (Ufa). Love in the 
mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. 
Walzer fuer Dich Ein (Ger) (Casino) 
milla Horn Dir. Georg Zoch. 


_,,zak. Dir. I. A. Huebler-Kahla. 
Wedding of Palt (Danish) (Hoffberg). 
mussen. 80 mins. Rel. March 1. 


Gallone. 90 mins. Rel. April 1. R 
Wenn Der Hahn Kraeht (Ger) (Casino) 
lich. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 15 
Yellow Cruise (Fr) (Tapernoux) 
Poirier. 90 mins. Rel Nov 15 
Yiddle with His Fiddle (Yid) (Green). 
Green. 92 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Re 


Key to Addresses 
Marold Auten, 1540 Broadway. 
Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Bavaria Film, 489 Fifth Ave. 
Casino, 240 E. 86th St. 
Danubia, 729 Seventh Ave. 
DuWorld, 729 Seventh Ave. 
European 154 W 55th St 
Jos. Green, 1501 Broadway. 
Garrison Films, 729 Seventh Ave 
Franco-American. 66 Fifth Ave. 
Ufa, 729 Seventh Ave. 


| Loew’s 


ERPI’S LAVISH 


| books in scope and subject matter. 


CALENDAR OF FOREIGN RELEASES 


Rel. Jan. 15. 


90 mins 
Walzer um den Stefansturm, Ein (Ger) (Zwicker). 


Rel Sept 15. Rev. Oct. 7 
Musical romance. Leo Zle- 
80 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 10. 


Eskimo travelog. 
Rev. March 3. 
Wenn Die Musik Nicht Waer (Ger) (Casino). 


Travelogue, partly in English. Dir. Leon 
Rev 


| Metropolis. 





were a clean scoop, 

First house to snow the pictures in 
New York was the Broadway Para- 
mount, followed Friday (2) by the 
Embassy and later other houses. 
Theatres not having the reel. prin- 
cipally because they don’t take Par 
service, included the Music Hall, 
Roxy, Capitol, Strand, State and the 
RKO houses. Starting Saturday (3) 
spotted the Par reel in a 
limited number of spots but, as in| 
most cases, managers merely put 
them in the theatre and didn’t bally- 
hoo the pictures too much. The N. Y. 
Par at first didn’t bill the pictures | 
out front but, after seeing that there 
was no apparent audience reaction, 
the house began advertising what it 
had for possible draw purposes. Be- 
lieved that here the pictures are ac- 
counting for a little business, but 
doubted in some managerial quarters 
whether the riot reels are really 
bringing the curiosity seekers as 
much as those of the Hindenburg 
disaster did. 

S. R. Martin, manager of the Em- 
bassy, declared there was a little in- | 
crease the first two days of the Par 
reel but that Sunday (3), even with 
many out-of-towners in New York, 
business stood at its normal Sunday 
stage for this time of the year, 








EDUC. LIBRARY 


Actual educational subjects, pro- 
duced and edited solely for class- 
room work, are expected to come 
largely from Electrical Research 
Products Picture Consultants, the 
separate unit set up by ERPI to 
handle this type of work. ERPI Pic- 
ture Consultants is credited with 
having the most complete library of 
film text material in the industry 
with many of the pictures made to 
conform or go along with changes in 
text books employed by the educa- 
tors in the U. S. Organization has 
been at work building up a compre- 
hensive lineup for seven years. Most 
of these audio-visio films are re- 
garded as being equivalent to text 





Educational and Eastman Kodak also 
are expected to offer films for once- 
over by the educator’s advisory com- 
mittee. 

Complete setup for the company has 
been developed following an elabor- 
ate campaign to secure the best ed- 
ucators. This has meant a large in- 
vestment but it has brought exact- 
ing and satisfactory films for class- 
room curricula, 

Organization has worked closely 
with authors of school text books 
and through the cooperation of the 
University of Chicago Press. By col- 
labing with authors and keeping in 
touch with shifting trends in book 
material, company has been able to 
interweave picture subject matter 
with the books so that it has become 
an authoritative teaching media. 





om page 19) 
Drama with music. Tutta Rolf. Dir. 


Rev. Feb. 3. ? 
Farce with music. 90 mins. Rel. Feb. 


Silesian forests. Dir. Fritz Buch. 90 


Musical fantasy Louis Graveure, Ca- 
Made by Knud Ras- 
Dir. Carmine | 


Dir. Carl Froeh- 


Musical romance. 
ev. April 7. 
Comedy romance. 


Nov 25 
Folk musical. 
v. Jan 6. 


General Foreign Sales, 729 7th Ave. 
Germania, 22-33 19th St., Astoria, L. 1 
J._H. Hoffberg, 729 Seventh Ave. 
Inter-Continent, 50 E. 42nd St. 
Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave. 

Jean Lenauer, 202 W. 58th St. 
Mayer-Burstyn, 1501 Broadway. 
Martin Nosseck. 326 Audubon Ave 
260 Fifth Ave. 

New World, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Scandinavian Films, 220 W. 42d St 
John Tapernoux, 126 W. 46th St. | 





Molly Picon. Dir. Jos. 





Hoyt’s Jigsaw 





| rather 








(Continued from page 11) 





Only this time, Doyle is on the out- 
side looking in. 


Insiders claim G. U. T. board was | 


anxious to get Doyle out because 
he was the stumbling-block to all 
plans covering the future. Tip also 
has it that the board was afraid to 
let Doyle play his own policy for 
fear he'd splash out on an orgy of 
expansion. Another inside tip has 
it that certain distribs are advising 
the board to run solo under the 


guidance of a conservative showman | 
Hoyts. | 
Distribs, according to tip, say they’ll | 
|} supply sufficient pix to cover chain. 


than join again with 


What is the real object of the 
alleged desire of Hoyts to continue 
in G. T.? Mob gropes to find the 
right answer. Is it because 20th- 
Fox, through Hoyts, seek a guar- 
anteed outlet for pix over a long pe- 
riod? Hoyts on solo two 
acers in Sydney. G. T. total is nine, 
including acers and semis. In Mel- 
bourne, Hoyts has three; where G. 
T. tally is six. So it goes around 
the various states, finally adding up 


operates 


a solid total of release spots for 
| Fox, 
Moodabe Deal 

When Walter Hutchinson was 
here last year he clinched a deal 
with the Moodabe chain in New 
Zealand to insure a 20th outlet. 
N. Z. government is not favorably 
inclined towards foreign capital 
breaking into its territory, thus it | 


was stated that Charles Munro and 
Stanley Crick held a fifty-fifty in- 
terest with the Moodabes in chain, 
and fhat Fox had no financial in- 


terest in the deal beyond providing | 


pix. Stanley Crick is m.d. of 20th 
in Australasia, and Charles Munro 
is the boss of Hoyts, a unit in 


which 20th holds large financial in- 
terests. Stanley Crick is also on the 
board of General Theatres. All of 
which proves Hutchinson pulled off 
a nice biz move. What he’ll do on 
his next visit remains to be seen. 
Mob asks what would be the re- 
sult of another long termer between 
G. U. T. and Hoyts in G. T. In- 
side again provides an interesting 
answer. Twentieth would be set on 
playing time throughout Austral- 
asia; there would 5e no fear of 
expansion moves for supremacy; 
distribs would have to cut rentals 
of film to combine; staff overhead 
would be reduced; operation costs 
would be lowered, and the indies 
would have a fight to keep pace. 

Reports have it that should a 
deal go through, it would mean the 
end of G. U. T., with Hoyts, under 
Munro, running the whole thing as 
one big unit. 

Whole thing is still a puzzle to 
the mob, and likely to remain as 
such until both sides make up their 
minds on what road to follow. 

Doyle’s out; Norman Rydge is 
in: Munro’s on his way home with 
Crick; Ken Asprey is due back soon; 
Walter Hutchinson is coming across 
with Sid Kent; Greater Union seeks 
a new leader; British are anxious; 
Warners want a chunk of some- 
thing; the federal government is 
watching; everybody’s wondering 
what the next move will be, and 
nobody has solved the actual puzzle 
as yet, although many say it’s in 
the bag in New York. 

Maybe the American distribs don’t 


know it, but the Federal govern- 
ment is said to be watching very 


closely the attempts being made by 
them to grab a huge slice of the 
local pic field in opposition to the 
British distribs. 

Especially is the watching keen 
now that news has leaked through 
that 20th-Fox, through Hoyts, is 
joining with Greater Union on a 
long termer. Meaning of course, if 
G. U. T. links with Hoyts, 20th will 
have a pretty nice outlet for pix 
throughout Australia and the Brit- 
ishers will find it tough going to se- 
cure ace outlets for their product. 

Inside has it that the Federal boys 
are preparing to work hand in hand 
very soon with the British authori- 
ties on the Imperial quota question, 
and that when Prime Minister 
Lyons returns from abroad some 
move will be made in this direction. 

It’s reported that Warners is try- 
ing to negotiate a franchise with 
General Theatres to cover a period 
of ten years, providing. of course, a 
link takes place between G. U. T. 
and Hoyts. It’s said that United 
Artists and RKO are sitting on the 
sidelines just waiting to see what 
will happen in the very near future. 


Universal and Columbia have not 
made any moves as yet 

Even now the situation is a serious 
one for the Britishers, with Fox in 
with Hoyts; Par operating own Mel- 


bourne house, hooked in with Prince 





JOLSONS DELAYED 


Ship With 





| Can't Sail on Same 


Jack Bennys 








The Jolsons and the Bennys aren’t 
sailing together July 14 on the Nor- 
mandie as planned. Al Jolson 
into New York .this week and is 
awaiting his wife, Ruby Keeler’s ad- 
vent later in the month. She leaves 
Hollywood for N. Y. July 16, having 
been kept west by the doctor. This 
| stymies the Jolsons’ sailing abroad 
| this summer altogether. 

As for Miss Keeler’s Paramount 
picture dickering, Jolson’s trying to 
dissuade her from 
| picture-making grind 


DIG 


got 


continuing 


GING INTO 
VAULTS FOR 
EDUC. PIX 








Although not covered specifically 
|in any official announcement, 
thought back of the present cam- 
paign to obtain educational shorts 
from picture company vaults is to 
cull every possible foot of film that 
is regarded as possessing audio- 
visio educational potentialties. Co- 
operating with picture producers, 
the advisory committee set up by 
|the National Education group has 
| been—and will continue probably 
through the remainder of the year— 
going over material obtained from 
the principal film companies. 

This is done by inspecting the pic- 
tures in a projection room located 


one 


at 1600 Broadway. Besides travelogs, 
which are counted on to furnish ma- 
terial for a variety of subjects, edu- 
cators are credited with counting on 
getting clips from historical short 
subjects such as have been produced 
of late by Warner Bros. and Metro 
in two-reel size. By careful editing 
and re-titling, pictures can be 
secured for suitable classroom work, 
it is believed. 

Newsreel field also will not be 
overlooked in the quest for footage. 


obtained from past released reels as 
well as from newsreel libraries. All 
reels have comprehensive ‘morgues’ 
of outstanding material covering 
virtually every event or phase of 
life in the world. It is expected, 
too, that rejected clips—the material 
not employed in regular releases— 
also will come in handy. This is 
because it may be found that cut- 
and-dried subject matter, not viewed 
as lively enough for exhibitors, 
might contain some educational 
slant. 

Example of old footage resting in 
newsreel libraries was brought to 
light recently when Pathe newsreel 
reproduced old films of President 
Theodore Roosevelt. 
it depicted him speaking to a youth 
group. 
release in connection with Boy Scout 
Jamboree. 

Typical illustration of the manner 
in which advisory committee carries 
out its function in passing on the 
suitability of travel or scenic films 
came up,recently on a _ travelog. 
Picture showed unusual effect on 
sunlight penetrating forest, giant 
trees and other different 
views. Besides the obvious value 
of incorporating a portion of this 
film in a study of geography, it also 
could be used in geology and physics 
study by editing. 

Plan, envisaging use of 
would provoke discussion of prob- 
lems involved under the guidance of 
the teacher, Some films already 
| have been made including scenes 
|}from ‘White Angel,’ ‘Educating 
| Father,’ ‘Cavalcade,’ ‘The Devil Is a 
| Sissy,’ ‘Your Uncle Dudley, ‘Fury,’ 
|‘Men in White,’ ‘Broken Lullaby,’ 
| Private Jones,’ and ‘Winterset.’ 








' 

|Edward, Sydney, and tied with 
| Metro in the Melbourne nabes. Me- 
_tro operates own theatres in Syd- 
ney, Melbourne and Brisbane. and 
jis now figuring extending chain in 
| other spots. 

Federal government is said to bo 
fully alive to the situation, and that 
| some rude shocks will be given Yan- 
kees if Britishers 
‘into the cold with 


are pushed ou 
their pix. 





the 


Topical material is expected to be | potential values discovered by edu- 


Though silent, | 


| alignment, 





Audio-Visual Educational Plans 
All Set Via NEA-MPPDA Cooperation 


+ 


Audio-visual educational plans re- 
ceived tremendous boosts last week, 
first by Mark A. May, director of the 
Institute of Human 
Yale, when he outlined 
tional possibilities of motion pictures 


Relations at 


the educa- 


ind new proposed setup for schools 
secondly, by the 
ynal Association's 
incorporate films in high 
and college usage. May, 
speaking at Detroit on Thursday 
(1), told delegates to the National 
Education Association in annual con- 
vention of the joint or cooperative 
move of educators with the 
film industry, basic idea being 
culling of suitable classroom ma- 
terial from available short subjects, 
already released. 

The Human Relations Commission 
of the Progressive Education Asso- 
ciation, on the other hand, would ob- 
tain most of its material from regu- 
lation full-length features, film to be 
clipped from these to make one or 
short features, each of which 
would bring into focus real life prob- 
lems being discussed by classes. 

Director May, in detailing picture 
predicted that before 


and 
ive Educati 
project to 


school 


to get films, 


Progre 


major 
the 


more 


| many years the motion picture will 


| making 


| cited that of this number 
near present working headquarters | 


rise in value as a visual aid to at 
least a coordinated position with 
leading subject matter in the. cur- 


riculum, He also forecast that it will 
become an integral part of the study 
course and will be regarded gen- 
erally as one of the indispensable 
elements. May expressed relief that 
a new day is dawning in education. 

Educational leaders in Detroit 

100,000 Schoolhouses 


were told of 100,000 schoolhouses in 
the U. S. having electric current 
them potential candidates 
educational talking films. May 
less than 
1,000 have talking picture projectors 


for 


_and not more than 700 are 16- 
millimeter equipment. He also 
pointed out that the 16-mm. sound 


projector 
ard 


was becoming the stand- 
modern instrument for class- 


|} room instruction. 


Was incorporated in Pathe | 


In indicating a desire of education 


authorities to standardize on both 
film material and suggesting simi- 


larity in equipment, Director May 
traced the set-up and what event- 
ually pointed to a solution of pres- 
ent difficulties. Illustrated the great 


cators in certain films. Among short 
subjects, particularly travelogs, edu- 
cators have seen film material of 
great potential value, 

‘First step in this direction was 
taken four years ago when the Com- 
mittee on Social Values in Motion 
Pictures, made application to the 
Motion Picture Producers and Dis- 
tributors association for experimen- 
tal usé of certain photoplays in con- 
nection with the development of a 
series of pictures on character edu- 
cation. Will Hays arranged with 
certain member-companies to permit 
the use of 20 films for the develop- 
ment of this series. The committee 
proceeded to cut excerpts from each 
film. A series of one or two reel 
pictures was made from these ex- 


'cerpts (‘Secrets of Success’ series’). 


scenic | 


Then he explained that mem- 
ber-companies of MPPDA have 
opened their film vaults of short 
subjects to an advisory committee 
of educators who have been invited 
to see what is there of educational 
value. Of the estimated 15,000 sound 
shorts, Director May said the estima- 
tion was that not less than 2,000 
could be used without alteration and 
2,000 others or more could be em- 


| ployed with certain changes, edit- 


shorts, | 


ing, etc. He classified existing shorts 
of great educational potentialties as 
being travelogs and short features 
covering American history. He said. 
that other shorts contain material 
useful in connection with biological 
sciences, nature study, physical edu- 
cation, art and music, 





Seiter Takes Campus 
Life in Tow at 20-Fox 


Hollywood, July 6 
Darryl Zanuck last week assigned 
William Seiter to direct ‘Life Begins 
at College,’ formerly ‘Pigskin Parade 
of 1937.’ 
Ritz Bros. have featured spot in 
the cast, with supporting roster that 


includes Fred Stone, Joan Davis, 
Joan Marsh, the Breswter Twins, 
Dixie Dunbar, Nat Pendleton and 


Phyllis Brooks, 
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I have joo returned from the coast after attending annals 
audience previews for our ae ioe peeiees = the 






hae will ke among the outsiane ding’ m motion n pictures 0 oft t 
new season, both as to quality and box office results. 





GEORGE SCHAEFER 





WARNER BAXTER and JOAN BENNETT 
“Walter Wangers’ VOGUES OF 1938" 


~ IN TECHNICOLOR 


HELEN VINSON « MISCHA AUER « ALAN MOWBRAY + JEROME COWAN 
Directed by Irving Cummings ¢ Original screenplay by Sam and Bella Spewack ee 





Samuel Goldwyn 


presents 


“DEAD END’ 


starring 


SYLVIA SIDNEY and JOEL McCREA with 


HUMPHREY BOGART - WENDY BARRIE - CLAIRE TREVOR « Based on the 
play by Sidney Kingsley « Screenplay by Lillian Hellman « Directed by William Wyler 





Samuel Goldwyn 


presents 


“STELLA DALLAS’ 


with 


BARBARA STANWYCK - JOHN BOLES . ANNE SHIRLEY 
From the novel by Olive Higgins Prouty + Directed by KING VIDOR 


Te ats 
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Selznick International 


presents 


RONALD COLMAN 
“THE PRISONER OF ZENDA’ 


with 
MADELEINE CARROLL and DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, Jr. 
Mary Astor C. Aubrey Smith « Raymond Massey - David Niven 
Produced by DAVID O. SELZNICK 
Directed by John Cromwell 


Based on Edward Rose's dramatization of Anthony Hope's novel 


Released thru UNITED ARTISTS 
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PICTURES 


George E. Fuller Sues 
On Anti-Sherman Charge 


New Orleans, July 6. 
Suit for $7,713 damages, tripled, 
was filed in federal court here by | 
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NY. Projectionists May Force Max 
Fleischer Settlement: Cancellations 





Love Seats ' 

Atlantic City. 
Atlantic City couples to whom a 
night out means a good picture plus 
an opportunity to hold hands and 





Playing Up Burns 
Seattle. | 
Orpheum has tieup with Seattle 
Star for ‘Mountain Music’ that gives | 
theatre a good break. 

















cuddle without interruption, find the 
Hollywood theatre Just the right 
spot. The management, realizing. 
that love birds comprise a consider- 
able part of the house’s trade, has 
installed ‘love seats’ throughout the 
theatre. These are simply double- 
sized seats. No arm rest separates 
the occupants, who are thereby al- 





Bob Burns is writing a bit for the 
Star and the paper is running a bey 
under the syndicated Burns article 


calling attention to the pix at the | 


Orph. This is spotted on Page 1 to 
hold that spot the entire week, No 
cost to theatre. 

In return theatre printed 500 plac- 
ards that Star placed at all news- 


George E, Fuller of Fairhope, Ala., 
exhibitor, 
_ tributing companies and two _ indi- 
viduals. Fuller charges that the de- 


| fendants in a combination in re- 


|man anti-trust law, refused to lease 
films to him for showing in theatres 
he operated in Florida. He was 


against seven film dis- | 


Straint of trade violating the Sher- | 


| Possibility that the membership of 
the Moving Picture Machine Opera- 
tors Union of N. Y., Local 306, may 
again take an active hand in sup- 
port of the Commercial Artists and 
Designers Union strike against the 
Max Fleischer studios, N. Y. Previ- 
ous action by the MPMOJU, to refuse 





onstration in the Par during show- 
ing of a Popeye were believed to be 
hired roughnecks who would be 
difficult to evict from the premis 
Par decided that it was dangerous to 
run the risk of such demonstrations, 
likely fighting in the theatre, dam- 


j age to property and possible lawsuits 
lowed to follow their pleasure with | paper booths, with wording: ‘Read | forced to close the theatres, he al-|to handle Popeye and Betty Boop | by patrons, with result house with- 
the utmost comfort and convenience. | Bob Burns in Seattle Star and see | leges. cartoons, was nullified by the Inter- | drew the Popeye cartoon after the 

Oversized seats | os . ' second a at op my a4 iia “ase Defendants are Vitagraph, Inc., | national Alliance of Theatrical Stage | second day last week. 
ed oc suie within ge on | Silly’ ehate wilh rexel sieie tached: Metro, RKO, 20th-Fox, Paramount, Employees, the parent group. | The Roxy, N. Y., had a Popeye 
toate the Hollywood ideal for pa- | ing live chicks and pigs, some trees, ine poset slerold E. Wilkes, sen- Meeting of the 306 membership is | cartoon booked for this week but 
trons-to-be who tip the scales at | a shack and barn. ee for Paramount-Saenger scheduled for this morning (Wednes- | shelved it in fear that a demonstra- 
anywhere from 250 pounds up. —— interests here, and Gaston Dureau, | day) at the Manhattan Opera House, | tion similar to that at the Par would 
Jumbo patronage may relax and Book Reviews Jr., of the Saenger organization. | y. Y., with the Fleischer matter due | 


breathe unrestrainedly, and leave the 
theatre with style uncramped. 
Feature brings ’em back, according 
to Harry Waxman, of the Holiywood 
staff. And word of the installation 
has spread, he says, for not infre- 


| 


St. Louis. 
A weekly review of best sellers for 
patrons was inaugurated last week 
by management of Fanchon & 
Marco’s 5,000 seater Fox through a 
tieup with Doubleday Doran's local 


Triple damages are sought under the 
Sherman act. 


French Quota | 








to be acted upon. Letter, calling the 
meeting, was dated July 1, signed by 
Herman Geber, recording secretary. 
Principal paragraph read as follows: 

‘Executive board recommends that 


| be undertaken 


Night before the 
Popeye was to have opened here last 
Friday (2), the CADU picketed the 
house. Roxy even wants to avoid 
this and this theatre as well as the 
Par are shelving the Fleischer car- 


quently newcomers ask to be led to beak of a vote be taken by the membership toons until some seitlement of the 
. > ie . arkin < snop. | ‘ : | . me ic es ° : ; 
Cat Ot Ce HE Sarees parking Dorothy Godwin, a radio commen- | (Continued from page 11) te the question of not running the | trouble is reached. Other N. Y. 


spaces. 


Fleischer product until their studio 





| 
4 : “ ’ | | =Ac ( rine > Jor ¢£ 0) 
(While the idea seems to be due | ‘ator, started idea with review of | Se ome | strike is settled. This being a ques- | ee ew ee oe a gee . the 
for a revival, it is by no means a Marjorie Hillis’ best seller, ‘Orchids | semester. In recent years Americans | tion of utmost importance, please on See one. ee ae ling 
new stunt. The original Love Seats | 0" Your Budget,’ over public address | have accounted for about 30 or 35 | make it yout business te attend Geis.|: Some, DrOtecutve meneutee ee 
. ’ © -ycste ¢ . > ¢ aTe ge | » ae AKC S : SS N a ee — . _ oils 
were installed in Proctor’s 23rd — to patrons gathered in e+ | of these, or, between 140 and 150 a! joeting’ possible peace between _ striking 
* voy > 2eview > € g. | . 
street theatre, New York, in the | “0889 hon! house. age gs AO es © | year. The decree is effective from While any action of 306 in refusing | 9™™S! and Fleischer. 
early 90's. They were not replaced | Siven between noon and 12:30 p. m./ 740°, 1937 to June 30. 1938. The | e any : : sing 
when they wore out, possibly be- each Wednesday, a short time before |“"'? *: i Pi bb ““ | to handle Fleischer cartoons would 
- aps “PTAA . , ctar "ese ; y } ¥ g g | “ac aw 
cause the seats were spotted too | Screen show starts. present ruling concerning dubbing in | presumably have to have the ap- 


prominently in the front rows.) 


Trip to Locale 


France, visas, etc., are maintained. 
The French dissatisfaction comes 


proval of the IATSE, it is believed 
not unlikely that the parent body 


| Harlow 








> ae in via the hope in some quarters | , naa ee See A 8 ot ‘ ni ie ae a 
Two Air Gags Boston. that the foreigners would not be would reverse its previous thumbs (Continued from page 6) 


Washington. 
Cap Loew office used radio on two 


Loew's press department made a 
natural tieup with a local steamship 


given such leeway, making it harder 


|down if the operators voted against 
working with the Popeye and Betty 


product will have Mary Dees, Miss 


: tion fo & ab ith | tO import films into France and thus | Boop films. There is also some talk | ; 
novel stunts to sell ‘Captains Cour- |°™Mpany here in connection with] |. ot the home product a tighter | .. b> aneapagee: Davee an rn aan | Harlow’s stand-in, in long shots and 
ageous. one of which is adaptable | POP price run of ‘Captains Coura- | > 5 1e | & | that since taking its previous stand | where closer views were needed 
to any pic. Tying up with local re-| 8¢0us,’ starting July 2. ‘SS Steel hold on the native market. in the matter, the IATSE has had a a 


cording studios, which got nice dis- 
play in theatre as well as plugs on 
the air, patrons coming out from pic- 


Pier’ made special run to Gloucester 
Tuesday (6), and purchasers of a $2 
ticket were entitled to one 40c seat 
at either house during of the 





Although there is always a chance 
that more English, German and 
| other foreign films may be imported 


change of attitude in the matter. 
Pointed out that, while the IA has 
contracts with the film houses and 


Miss Dees is sean with her back to 
the camera. 
Jean Harlow’s posthumous starrer 


ture were invited to step up to | run into France during the coming year | chains. it is a standard rule of all will get its national release on July 
microphone in lobby and express | P!c. | to the detriment of American films, | A.F.L. groups that no members of | 23. Al Lichtman and Howard Dietz 
opinions of show. Array of equip- 


ment as well as interview attracted 
plenty of lookers-on who carried 
word home. Crowd was told to tune 
in WRC, Cap NBC outlet, the fol- 
lowing morning from 17:30 to 8:30 
a.m., when Gordon Hittenmark, re- 
gular morning spielér, would play 
record with voice of patrons who 


Visiting Help 
Baltimore. 
Ted Routson of Hippodrome, local 
combo house, put over another effec- 
tive Hollywood tie-up following his 
display of gowns worn by Ginger 
Rogers in ‘Shall We Dance,” when he 


the Yanks are still banking on the 

terms of the treaty, which they be- 

lieve was one of the big reasons the 
quota numbers were not changed. 

Commission’s Report 

The Cinema Commission 

| Chamber, 


of 


the | 
headed by Jean-Michel | 


affiliate unions shall work on, handle 
or patronize products or firms which 
have been decreed ‘unfair’ to labor. 
|Argument is that clause would 
nullify any pact that IA might have 
with theatres. 


Ops Favor CEDU 





are here sctting the sales and ex- 
ploitation campaigns. Both will wind 
up the chore tomorrow (Wed.) and 
blow for New York. 
Chicago, July 6. 
Among reissue pictures in greatest 


: presented members of R.K.O.’s pic- | Renaitor, has finally finished its hear- Even though the IATSE previously demand in the midwest and doing 
—— Tndee same aes Ghee ture making company on location | ings and the text of its report as put a quick halt on the ane action well are ‘Cimarron, Magnificent 
| 


only 15 got on air. 

Other gag was hung on title of 
film. Morning air chatterer asked 
listeners to send in tales of heroism, 
either in which they participated or 
their friends. Flock of swell yarns 


° ogee Naval Academy to put over bang up| Among other things it recom- | board spoke at a CADU mass meet- Front,’ ‘Naughty Marietta,’ ‘Little re 
pre Ag A gral yes asd pig ome newspaper, radio and theatre tie-up. | mends the limitation of the number | ing, making a number of pointed Miss Marker,’ ‘Mississippi,’ almost 


and tied in with flicker. Prizes of 
$5 cash and five copies of book were 


for ‘Annapolis Salute’ on the Hipp 
stage in conjunction of p.a. of Roscoe 
Ates. 

Brought Marsha Hunt, James Elli- 
son, Arthur Lake, Van Helfin, Dick 
Hogan and others up from home of 








| drawn up by Deputy Ponsard is not 
ke favorable to anything foreign. 
| This report will be used as a refer- 
‘ence in drafting new legislation to 
| protect the French industry. 


of cinema houses, with the opening of 


against Fleischer, feeling among the 
MPMOU membership has continued 
to favor the CADU strikers. Night 
after the nvllifying action by the 
IA, a member of the 306 executive 


remarks about how that overruling 


Obsession,” ‘Henry VIII,’ ‘Ruggles of 
Red Gap,’ ‘If I Had a Million,’ ‘Fly- 
ing Down to Rio,’ ‘Back Street,” 
‘Modern Times, ‘Mutiny on the 
Bounty,” ‘All Quiet on the Western 


any of the Will Rogers and W. C, 


new houses for the next six years | action had been brought about. | Fields pictures, ‘Hell's Angels,’ ‘Scare 
awarded for tops. Theatre Changes prohibited; and more important, only | Named no names, however. Was | £@¢e, ‘It Happened One Night. 
Other novel stunt pulled by same 


outfit was Father’s Day idea gave 
local sheets feature stories that could 
have stood on their own. Quest was 
made for oldest fathers in city and 
winner, $4, turned out to be prom- 
inent business man who was secretly 
entered by friends. He got dinner 
at swank hotel and 15 runners-up 
teekked to theatre in body as guests. 





Plugging Away 

For ‘A Day at the Races’ at the 
State and Orpheum, Boston, Joe Di 
Pesa and Joe and Al Longo got the 
usual flock of pages from the Ameri- 
can, which is standard with them, 
got a cut of Mauree O’Sullivan in a 
merchant ad, planted the air tran- 
scription with a local broadcaster, 
getting newspaper mention, and 
arranged a special race at a nearby 
track, with a stilt walker to jazz 
things up. 

They horned in on two vox pop 
broadcasts; WEEI and WORL, got a 
lot of windows in music: stores and 
took a spot announcement to follow 
the Hollywood Hotel broadcast. Did 
some other things, but that the main 
layout—and plenty enough. 


Those Better Babies 


Burgess Waltmon, of the Orpheum, 
Fulton, Kentucky, one of the War- 
ner chain, liked the idea of the baby 
contest as outlined by the F. & M. 
circuit of Boston. Town is only 
about 5,000 and Waltmon is limited 
as to staff, but he ducked out per- 
sonally and lined up 18 merchants. 
Then he tied up the newspaper. 





Latier will run full pages for three | 


weeks charging the merchants for 
Space but giving the theatre the 
major break gratis. It also gives 
plenty of readers, and the contest is | 








Baltimore, 

Fred Greenway, house manager of 
Century for five years, to State, Bos- 
ton in similar capacity, and Morris 
Druker, assistant mgr. of Parkway 
here to State, Syracuse. Bob Etch- 
berger, former asst. mgr. at Syracuse 
house to similar capacity at Park- 
way. 





Bill Schneider, in St. Louis with 
Fanchon & Marco operations for 
about two years now, has trans- 
ferred to the F&M office in New 
York. He will remain in the east 


to St. Louis in September. 





Lincoln, July 6. 

New manager of the Orpheum 
here is Kenneth Mead, imported to 
fill the vacancy left by Ike Hoig’s 
move, from Grand Junction, Colo., 
where he has been with the J. H. 
Cooper string. Hoig goes to Colo- 
rado Springs, Colo., for the same 
outfit. Kurth Nelson will continue 
as assistant at the Orpheum. Or- 
pheum, although a dual bill, split- 
weeker now, is normally (in season) 
a vaude house. 

Winnipeg. 

Robert (Buster) Radis a new addi- 
tion to Universal office in Winnipeg 
as booker. Hymie Swartz, former 
booker, has joined the road gang 
of U. 

Renting troubles seem to be over 
for the Hudson's Bay Co. new film 
exchange in Winnipeg. as the re- 
maining holdouts have signatured 
for offices in the place when com- 
pleted about Oct. 1. They are War- 
ners and Columbia. 





100 foreign films would be allowed 

| to enter the country annually. Of 
' course this cannot take place now 
| for another year after the publica- 
tion of the new quota, but these sug- 
gested measures as well as a new 
complicated taxing system on the 
| importation of foreign films shows 
what is still being held in reserve 
here, 


IMPORTANT RULING ON 








Lessors of theatre property are 
held responsible for rent payments 
on unexpired leases limited to gross 
rental of three years under Section 
77B of the bankruptcy law, the Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals, N. Y., de- 
cided yesterday (Tuesday). The 
higher court reversed District Judge 
William Bondy, who had awarded 
the Hippodrome Building Company, 
of Cleveland, only $88,666 on _ its 
claim against RKO for $888.666 on 
an unexpired 17-year lease. The 
| court recommended that the Cleve- 
' land firm be allowed $459,000, at the 
| rate of $150,000 a year for the three 
years. 

The Cleveland building company, 
in 1930, had leased the property to 
the Hippodrome Theatre Company, a 
subsidiary of RKO. The latter 
| guaranteed the rental for 17 years. 
| The theatre company defaulted 





ruptcy it filed its claim for rental 





- TERM THEATRE LEASES 


over the summer, probably returning 


in | 
1933 and when RKO entered bank- | 


talk at that time about a sharp divi- 
sion of feeling in the 306 ranks over 
the matter. 

Generally conceded that if the 
MPMOU puts through any such ac- 
tion to boycott the Fleischer films as 
previously ordered (and nixed by 
the IA), the strike will be quickly 
won by the CADU. Fact that the 
artists and designers have at least 
the sympathetic support of the 
| MPMOU is indicated in the presence 


of reps of that union on the CADU 
committee negotiating with Fleischer. 
Music union, Local 802, has been 
actively supporting the strike for 
some time. Generally understood 
| that, while Fleischer is meeting the 
| strikers’ reps, he has no intention 
|of making concessions, Congress- 
/man William I. Sirovich has offered 
| his services to the strikers in an ef- 
fort to reach a settlement. 
Meanwhile, nine more CADU 
pickets were arrested last Friday (2) 
night during a mass demonstration 
outside the Fleischer studios.. They 
were charged with disorderly con- 
duct, given hearings and released in 
custody of their attorney. As 


rests were ‘unwarranted.’ 
Shelving Shorts 


pute 


| Commercial Artists 


Theatres shelving Fleischer shorts 
are burning over tactics of the art- | staying as is. 
ists and designers who are striking | 
against the Fleischer cartoon studios 
but in spite of the fact that they are 
innocently in the middle of the dis- 
will not forcefully resist the 


usually, the union claimed the sai (Continued from page 7) 


method of attack developed by the| next few days. 


Because of the charging styles, the 
costume flickers are those which are 
most in demand as the best survivors 
of the passing years. Attempts have 
been made from time to time to re- 
vive strict ‘present day’ pictures such 
as ‘Animal Kingdom,’ ‘Paris Bound,’ 
‘Divorcee,’ ‘Dancing Daughters,’ but 
the costuming is so dated that they 
fetch laughs from the audience, pare 
ticularly the femmes. 

Most interesting is the manner in 
which these revivals are being 
treated by newspapers and women’s 
clubs. The reviewers devote plenty 
of space to discuss the reissues as 
art stuff, and play ’em up in the moe 
tion picture pages as the drama re- 
viewers salaam to revivals of Ibsen, 
Shakespeare, Gilbert and Sullivan, 
Shaw and Sheridan. These flickers 
have become classics in the history 
of motion pictures, and everybody 
concerned is doing everything possi- 
ble to further that conception of the 
pictures. 











| 
| 


| Condor 








series of features and another RKO 
deal for George O’Brien starrers 


Reported in N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) 
that Condor execs were looking for 
a definite ruling on the application 
for stock listing by the Securities & 
Exchange Commission within the 
Company has sent 


& Designers} in additional data on its studio leas- 


| 
| es ~ . 
ealedl ; i | for the remaining 15 years. Judge | Union. Rather than run the risk of | ing arrangements on the Coast, as 
ging along. ; ; ‘<, 1... | Bondy allowed only $88.656 and the | riots, damages and suits, both the! requested by the SEC kay by th 
Jus ; i Eight houses in and near St. Louis, | er me | Dawe “ a quested by tne SEL. Kay by the 
if eh ot wg we one aa | lacking air conditioning apparatus, | building company appealed and won Paramount and Roxy in New Yorx | SEC is essential before Condor stock 
Just as good in a 50,000 or 500,000 have shuttered during summer | Se reversal and higher award yes- | are providing the CADU some pos-| can be listed on any exchanges. 
town, 7 : months. They are Hollywood and | terday. sibly helpful ammunition in their | , ee 
Downtown Lyric, St. Louis; Will fight against Fleischer. | 
Rogers, Collinsville, Ill.; Rialto, | Center in the Springs. | Turned down cold by the IA on a! MARJORIE COOLEY COES PAR 


Switched Saucers 
New Haven. 


Granite City, Ill.; Thalia, Stonington 


Ill.; Lyric, West Salem, Ill.: Re 


Que 


The Park, being built by Westland 
Theatres, Inc., in Colorado Springs. 


proposal 


ordering booth operators | 


New Orleans, July 6. 


. 4 ; all over the country to refuse pro- Marjorie Cooley, 16 ‘ 

Film Row go . le out | Wing, Worden, Ill., and Community, 'sonn to be opened; seats 400. | tanting is - ; i oe ger se on sai a en 
of an exploitation oversight here last Sumner, Ill. Houses reopened last R. H. Rahn has moved his Atlantic | Jecting Fleischer cartoons which. | school student, was notified Thurs- 
week on ‘Captains Cour~~eous.’ Pic- | few weeks, due to increasing em- | Pictures exchange in with the Mer- | ad it been okayed by the 1A, would day (1) by Oliver Hinsdell, Para- 
ture, a Metro product, was being | ployment in their communities, are | curv exchange, Denver. | have certainly meant victory for the | mount talent scout. to repert to the 
ballyhooed through central’ streets | Durbin, Bluffs, 111: Equality, Equal- John Survant, who recently took | artists, the union staged a demon- | studio to take a training course. She 
Via an elaborate sound truck. ity, Ill: Gem Robbs, Ill; Salem, | aver the Muse-U theatre, Cortex.| stration in the Par, N. Y., 


Swell stunt, except that the guy 


Salem, Ill., and Golden, Golden, II]. 


Colo.. is having the house remodeled. 


and | 


was selected from group of aspirants 


threatened the same for other houses | Hinsdell interviewed during visit 
Operating the sound kept using ae installing ERPI sound. e Smart seats | Glin a Me ° - 
et ae ES — vs sing een y Sins Geek tection. consdeled trom ao of bringing Fleischer here several months ago. 
from ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) which R. R. Raub, former Publix man- | the America, Colorado Springs, re- _— Miss Cooley has appeared in Little 


appened to be playing a nabe at the 





ager in Colorado Springs, now han- 
dling publicity for the Fine Arts 


anened by Publix. managed bv J. E. 





(Tommy) Tompkins. 


The group of around 30 who 
staged the hissing-Bronx cheer dem- by Bernard Szold. 


theatre plavs here, and was trained 
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WHAT THE 
cman NEEDED 


NEW FACES! 


| ...AND SCORES 
OF FIRST-RUNS 
ARE PROVING IT 
THIS WEEK! 


1 
| Hew FACES ot 1937, 


with these famous entertainers JOE PENNER « x MILTON BERLE 


PARKYAKARKUS * HARRIET HILLIARD « WILLIAM BRADY 
JEROME COWAN « THELMA LEEDS anda hundred NEW FACES! 


SCREEN PLAY BY 


AN EDWARD SMALL PRODUCTION + DirECTED By LEIGH JASON ~ Nat Perrin, Philip G. Epstein, Irv $. Brecher - RKO-RADIO PICTURE te 
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Geschichten Aus Dem 


Wienerwald 


(Continued from page 13) 
the 
and several animated performances 
are swamped beneath a welter of 
misdirection, stupid continuity, 
sparsity of action and an over-abund- 
ance of meaningless detail. i 
the Vienna Philharmonic orchestra's 
playing is marvelous in final se- 
quences, it is dragged in by the horns 
and is badly photographed. But that 
is typical of overlooked essential de- 
ils. 

" Fable starts out like it would be 
one of those poor-boy-inheriting-mil- 
lions. But it suddenly starts from 
4 fresh angle, with two femme char- 
acters forward. And eventually it 
winds up one of those foreign mis- 
taken identity-incognito affairs. If 
the latter idea had been fairly well- 
handled it might have turned out a 
magnificent piece. 

But as is, it looks like a prolonged 
(88-minute) of screen test.for Magda 
Schneider and Truus van Aalten, the 
feminine characters, the former be- 
ing the poor journalist and Miss Von 
Aalten being cast as the American 
heiress who seeks to keep her iden- 
tity hidden. Leo Slezack, who is 
credited with having been with the 
Metropolitan, looks like an old-timer 
on the screen and sings superbly. 

Story shows a mechanic who in- 
herits a heavily mortgaged castle. 
After that it is only a matter of time 
until he meets the poor little girl, 
Millie, who is posing as the wealthy 
gal. After a series of mistaken per- 
sonage episodes, all badly mauled, 
both the rich miss and Millie are 
happily engaged. Any and every per- 
son breaks into song on the slightest 
provocation, 

Magda Schneider shows promise 


as an actress, and screens well until | 


she opens her mouth to sing. This 
spoils the illusion, though the girl 
can warble. Miss Von Aalten indi- 
cates even. greater possibilities, 
comely face photographing in fine 
style. 
ing that her thespian ability is limit- 
ed. Wolf Albach-Retty, cast as the 
struggling lad, suddenly made a 
count and rich, is a typical juvenile. 
Slezack is tops in the supporting 
cast. 

Camera work is slipshod, and re- 
cording faulty. Strictly only for a 
few arty houses. Wear. 


TROUBLE IN TEXAS 


Grand National release of Ed Finney 
prod, Stars Tex Ritter, features Kita 
Cansino, Karl Dwire, Yakima Canuit. 
Directed by R, N. Bradbury. At Varsity. 





While | 


She has little to do, hint be- | 


| will make good in the sticks, where 
| they are prone to accept quantity 
and mistake it for quality. 

Trouble with the whole presenta- 
|tion would seem to be to keep the 
| Story together. It is not constructed 
with resourceful craftsmanship. For 
example, there are more than a score 
of specialty artists and featured play- 
ers, supplemented by seven bands, 
which are massed in a_ spectacu- 
|lar finale. Every time one of the 
| specialty artists does something, or 
one of the bands ‘obliges,’ the story 
comes to a dead stop, and it takes so 
much time to resume it that the mo- 
;ment arrives for the showing of an- 
other stunt. 

The bands are all good, the spe- 
cialties are of standard merit, the 
production is pretentious and the 
cast large enough to hazard an esti- 
mate that its cost equals many Hol- 
lywood picture outputs, but the di- 
rector does not seem to avoid the 
laying of an egg after each one of 
the farcical situations, or the per- 
formance of a vaudeville act. 


Buddy Rogers, as always, is me- 
ticulously competent. . June Clyde 
does not act with conviction, and 
gives no indication of appeal. The 


only member of the cast who con- 
tributes genuine humor is Fred Em- 
ney. Prominent artists like Iris 
Hoey, Zelma O'Neal, Jack Melford, 
Steve Geray, etc., are only mildly 
entertaining, and not often amusing. 

Story sufficiently farcical for pic- 
|}ture’ purposes. Associated British 
(alias B. I. P.) should have made 
a better job of it, with the ingre- 
dients and resources at its command, 

Jolo. 


A Fight to the Finish 





Columbia release of Ralph Cohn. produc- 
| tion Features Don ‘Terry and Rosalind 
Keith, Directed by CC (*., Coleman, Jr. 
Story and screen play by Harold Shumate; 
camera, George Meehan. At Rialto, N. Y., 
week June 25, ‘3%. tunning time, 55 
mins 
Duke Mallory...... En eed ees ...Don Terry 
Blien Ames. .ccccccscssseees Rosalind Keith 
Spudsy weanenee eves George McKay 
Bddie Hawkee... ccccrcscesessve Ward Bond 
a. Bi, BCRDORRIG, coeceecsvecs Wade Boteler 
Mabel i524 sede etObneeeaees Lucille Lund 
Captain JSMEBORs .essevsss cess Ivan Miller 
MAVDPUTY cece ence een enes Thomas Chatterton 
Warden, .ccccccccccccsssecs Frank Sheridan 
PHONY... -crccccesecescccecs Harold Goodwin 
A rapid-action meller sketched 


around a taxi-war that lives up to its 
title as regards the fisticuffs in- 
volved throughout. Sans names cal- 
culated to prove buoyant at the b.o., 
possessed of but slight and very 
grim humor, and presenting a yarn 
not too popular in appeal, ‘Fight to 


Lincoln, Neb.. dual, Running time, 64 | Finish’ will make the exhibs fight for 
a Tex Ritter| em if they want any appreciable 

*"K seers eeeesreeeseeesese eeeeees x ‘ , S 
Carmel, gateecs<see~ oubeas ..- Rita Cansino results. Results will be decidedly 
Barker soeases++esses coceeecees Karl Dwire | spotty. Best chance stands in the 
SGuiMtl coccccsserecs soceese Yakima Canutt . 


Duke pecccecccccecs 


G-Man eecocscccscces 00seedetserseene. 3 rice 
Sherif cccccccccscccsvcece .---Fred Parker 
RUSK ccvcceseeeerecoceses Horace Murphy 
PIAS ...cecceressevevevdce »++-Charles King 
ADMOUNCED eeecccceccteeateeres Tom Cooper 





Liberal inserts of newsreel cover- 
age of a big time rodeo spice what 
might otherwise, be a very dull 
western. All kinds of riding, roping, 
and prairie pranks go into the make- 
up of the latest Tex Ritter opus, in- 
cluding so many G-men = and 
G-women that they have to wear 
badges to keep from arresting each 
other. 

Story is a far cry—about rodeo 
rackets. Racket is worked by pro- 
tecting the racketeers’ ringer in the 
contest via trick murders on any 
outsider who threatens, With a bank 
robbery thrown in at each finish. 

Perhaps the best looker of any of 
the girls working in hoss pics to date 
is Grand National’s latest recruit, 
Rita Cansino. She was on the Fox 
lot for a while, and classes up the 
company she’s in here. Earl Dwire 
and Yakima Canutt are the muggs. 
They speak as roughly as the situa- 
tion demands. Horace Murphy, be- 
sides having trouble spitting his 
tobacco juice through a_ phoney 
handlebar mustache, is not very 
funny. 

Ritter sings three numbers, the 
best being ‘Down the an See 

ari. 


Let’s Make a Night of It 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(MUSICAL) 


London, June 29. 
: British Picture and release. 
Stars Buddy Rogers, June Clyde. Directed 


Associated 


by Graham Cutts. Sereen play by Hugh 
Brooke, from F. McGrew Willis’ adepta 
tion of Henrik N. Ege’s radio play, ‘rhe 
Silver Spoon.’ Cameraman, Otto Kanturek. 
me AdeIphi, London, Running time 92 
nine 

JACK KOR occcicase seoeees- Buddy Rogers 
ECCSY Bayaell, ; viscccescesesss aume Clyde 
Viola Vanders......e. eccccees Claire Lu 

Henry Boydell......eceeseeeesFred Emney 
BAUTS BOGS. 0555 ce0esnessgs + Iris Hoey 
COUnt CaStelli.csiciccecs coos Jack Meltord 
Monty coccgccocecvecccooe (GClaUd Allisier 
Luigi s.cenneee cocceccccoese mteve Geray 
mond Wate, . isccccksussei Anthony Holles 
MPOPOIG Ss vaksaeud -++--Lawrence Anderson 
K cocccceccecccccccosonssceermea O'Neal 
Pol woman... 


.» Bertha Belmore 


Policeman 


 ONCOMAN. .. 6.2000 TeETTiTiers Syd Walker 
Wedding Guest......ece0.Oliver Wakefield 
Street Singer..... ccoccoceces aR Donovan 


PUES © 6D 6S ee 
{ 


sap: duct LEE LUN ETE OCCT eevece Brian Michie 
\iso the Eddie Carrell, Jack Harris, Jack 
vackson, Sydney Lipton, Joe Loss, and 


Htudy Starita bands. 


This picture definitely has no ap- 
peal for the U.S. As to its pulling 
vuwers here, that is up to the stars, 
Buddy Rogers and June Clyde. It 


cocseckecases. pauner | 


Afrique | 


key towns where a taxi-war and its 
'implications are understood by the 


populace. It may be a bit vague to 
outlanders. rar 
Don Terry, as the hard-drivin’, 


two-fisted lead, gets a neat double-X 
at start from the thick-boned heavy 
‘Ward Bond) and does a _stir- 
stretch on a framed manslaughter 
charge. Emerging, he finds his ene- 
my in his job as fleet superintendent 
of city’s biggest cab firm. He rounds 
| up old cronies and they go into com- 
| petition with the big company. 

All the vicious tactics used in taxi 
‘company strifes are unrolled on the 
screen, finally with fatalities to fares. 
The police get in on the scrap, too. 
| Before it is through, all the ends are 
neatly stitched, with the villain 
getting the gripes, and the hero the 
hallelujahs. 

Midway the romance is appended 
'to the rapid paced story, with Rosa- 
lind Keith as a nurse appearing to 
elevate the tactics of the character 
played by Terry, so he can emerge at 
the end with a clean-bill of ethics. 
The cute, Cupid stuff is decidedly 
and wisely underplayed in the in- 
terest of the more rawbone elements 
natural to the action film. 

Terry's acting is rather 
and he doesn’t appear 


intense, 
to consider 


ichange of pace ever. But his 
brawling is good, and he looked his 
role. George McKay is the usual 
elderly pal of the lead who gets 
killed before. and whose death mo- 
tivates the climax. Miss Keith is 
persuasive in her rather short as- 


signment. Bond is a half whining, 


half-brutal type of heavy; he had his | 


role in the palm of his hand from the 
start, 

The direction suited the 
the camera kept apace. It is neither 
good nor bad propaganda for taxi- 
cabs: but before the film’s 58 min- 
utes are up there are more than a 
score of turnovers, crash-ons and 
force-olfs of machines. Bert. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, July 6. 

Universal's “Too Clever to Live’ 
becomes ‘The Man Who Cried Wolf.’ 

Metro switched ‘The Umbrella 
Man’ to ‘London by Night.’ 

Paramount changed ‘Good Night, 
Ladies,’ to ‘Blonde Trouble.’ and 
‘Sophie Lang in Hollywood’ to ‘So- 
phie Lang Goes West.’ 

Release title of Grand Nation’s 
British-made ‘Rendezvous in the 
Alps’ will be ‘Hideout in the Alps.’ 

Republic inked out ‘Double Trou- 
ble’ and made it ‘All Over Town.’ 

Warners switched ‘Lady Luck’ to 
\‘Wine, Women and Horses.’ 





story; | 





MAKE-UP 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, June 29. 

Standard-International picture released 
by Associated Britisi Film Distributors. 
Stars Nils Asther, June Clyde Features 
Judy Kelly, Kenneth Duncan. Directed by 
Alfred Zeisler. Screen adaptation by Jeff- 
rey Dell from novel, ‘Bux,’ by Hans Pos- 
sendorf. Cameramen, Eric Cross, Roy Day 
At the Phoenix, London. HKunning time 72 


mins, 

Bux. ‘ as bose ta ee Nils Asther 
NY ree eee care See June Clyde 
Marion Hutton............ Judy Kelly 
Lorerzo... $or66005 08 000 Kenneth Duncan 
SS eee eee eee ..Jdohn Turnbull 
SG ss iw A bh os ...Lawrence Anderson 


Publicity Man, ssa oe Johnnie 
Major Sir Edward Hutton 

Lawrence 
Hostess. es o% N 


Schotield 
Grossmith 
orma Varden 


Ringmaster Bombardier Billy Wells 
Tania.. j ill Craig 
Mr Greenswate P Roddy Hugh 


Karo’s Circu Chapman's Circus 

Whatever interest, or thrilling 
suspense may have been in the orig- 
inal plot of the novel, has been wel! 
and truly lost in its transmission to 
the screen. It remains just a circus 
story, patchy and improbable, the 
bright spots of which only serve to 
show up the dull bits to greater dis- 
advantage. Certainly not in the big 
money class anywhere. 

Bux is top of the bill in a conti- 
nental circus. In clown’s attire he 
plays many instruments and is a big 
draw everywhere. While on a train 
in Italy he meets an English girl 
with her titled father, and despite 
his reluctance, she engages him in 





conversation, and promptly chases 
him to the end of the chapter. She 


is Knocked out by an elephant while 
wandering round during intermission 
of the circus and Bux, who trained 
as a doctor, gives her first aid. Not 
recognizing him behind his makeup, 
she only too gladly resumes 
quaintanceship when she 
his identity. 

Nils Asther does his best with the 
clown’s role, imbuing it with charm 
and sincerity. Judy Kelly gives a 
crisp, honest portrayal of the go-get- 
ter society girl, while June 


discovers 


Clyde 
has little to do but look tearfully 
pathetic. Supporting cast generally 


good, too: but the whole thing lacks 
punch and what it takes to make a 
box office success. Clem. 


Melody of the Plains 


(WITH SONGS) 


Spectrum release of Jed Buell produc- 
tion Stars Fred Scott. Features Al St. 
John, Louise Small, Billy Lenhart. Directed 
by Sam Newfield. Associate producer, 
George H. Callaghan. Original screen play 
by Bennett Cohen; production manager, 
William Nolte: photography, Robert Kline; 


story editor, Helen Gurley; supervising film 
editor, Arthur Brooks; film editor, William 
Hess; musical supervisor, Abe Meyer; 
songs, Don Swander and June Hershe Ai 
Chaloner, N. Y., dual bill. Runwing time 
523 mins. 

Cast: Fred Scott, Al St. John, Louise 
Small, Billy Lenhart, David Sharve, Slim 
Whittaker, Lew Meehan, Lafe Mckee, Hal 


Price, Bud Jamieson, Carl Matthews, 
Stock western, with a couple of 


songs by Fred Scott. This time the 


warbling cowhand has a 42-year- 
old urchin, shy and toothless, to 


plunk a bull fiddle, do a tap dance 
and add his quavery treble to the 
warbling. Story is the usual cattle 
rustling, pony galloping and shoot- 
ing. Pic may sneak by as an also- 
ran at juve matinees and with the 
incurable hoss opry addicts. But it’s 
a weakie, even for its class. 

Scott is a fairly pleasant singer, is 
an upstanding lad and is self-pos- 
sessed before the camera. And Al 


ner with the fuzzy crop of spinach 
and several amusing tricks of riding 
and acrobatics. Louise Small brings 
nothing as the girl. Has 
looks, but is obviously inexperienced 
and stiff as an emoter. Cameraman 
land film editors also did her no favor 
by including shots of her version of 
riding. Billy Lenhart is just a mop- 
pet. 

While all the standard ingredients 


of action are present in ‘Melody of 
the Plains’ and the continuity is 
clear, too many scripting blunders 


remain in the finished pic. Quickie 
production is too obvious, even for a 
western. Apparently they were in 
such a rush to finish shooting, they 
just ignored all the boners. Pic com- 
mits the unpardonable sin of mislir- 
ing on the action finale. 





tography is worse. Surprisingly good 
sound, however. Hobe. 
(BRITISH MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
London, June 24. 

\ British Lion-Beaconstield pt ae 
Stars® Paul Robeson features Klisebeth 
Welch Directed by J. Elder W 
nario bs Ingram d Abbes Fenn Stee 

|} Musi wv Erie Ansell, Hugh Willia i 
| H, Clutsam (ameramen, Ceo 

H. Thomson At Cambridge th * toon 
j} don, June 1b, at lhunning 

| Joe 6on ss P er) ike mt 
TR.  adidasdakessensss oBet Velch 
BINS scscccces iNeoowes i i" 7) 
CHUCK ccesccescscoces ' oii 
aS ar errrrerre 1. ; 
Gerald ....... ostees ' 
EMGUOUR cc cciccccscccecs M i i 

Mr. Oliphant ‘ 

Mrs, Oliphant Io I ! 


A very unpretentious vehicle for 
Paul Robeson. He has a shy, retir- 
ing role, opportunity for singing one 
or two numbers strictly in keeping 
with incidents of the story [t’ 
| pleasing second feature anywhere 191 
| Robeson fans. 

Action set along the dockside of 
| Marseilles. where Joe idles and 
happily with his two doubtful com- 





sift As 


St. John is okay as his comedy part- | 


moderate | 


Sloppy directing job and the pho- | 
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| panions, Corney and Chuck. The 
| vendarmes send for him. explain an 
| English boy is missing from a liner, 
and ask if he will keep his ears 
open in the underworld as they fear 
the child is kidnapped; incidentally, 
there is a heavy reward. 

After one or two false scents, the 
|child is discovered. He comes right 
into Joe’s lap dripping from _ the 
water, clad only in a bathing slip. 
He denies he was kidnapped, 
to get free, but big Joe takes him 


tries |" 


to Manda, a singer in the cafe above | 


which he lives. They rig him up 
in temporary clothes and are about 
to take him to the police when tye 
kid threatens he will say they ab- 
ducted him, so they conceal him for 
1 few days. Eventually everything 
is straightened out. 

Elisabeth Welch gives a_ sweet. 
womanly portrayal of the cafe singer, 


ind the shots where she mothers 
Joe when he has a hangover, and 
their wordless love scenes are charm- 
ing. Eldon Grant makes a natural 
youngster, and the rest of the gang 
are suitably chosen. Robeson sings 
his numbers with his usual easy 
skill. Clem. 


Roundup Time in Texas 
(WITH SONGS) 





Republic release of Nat Levine produc- 
ion, Stars Gene Autry. Directed by Jk 
seph Kane Screenplay, Oliver Drake: 
camera, William Nobles: editor Lester 
| Orlebeck. At Liberty, Lincoln, dual. Run- 

ning time, SS mins 

Gene ; Gene Autry 
Krog wae Smiley Burnette 
tiwen ‘ soeeccccccmeanime Devie 
“oo gbra NRids Cabin Kids 
Cardigan ; Leroy Mason 
oo) rr ere ee a Earl Hodgins 
Fn FERC REET CETTE Dick Wessel 


Bosute -Buddy Williams 





ace | 


Entertaining western, but with a 
South frican setting. ‘Roundup 
Time in Texas’ title is a misnomer, 


because all the film after the open- 
ing two minutes is in the veldt coun- 
try. Shooting is from behind palms 
and jungle undergrowth rather than 
the usual cactus. 

Autry films grade is going up, and 
this warbler is no exception, con- 
taining a good distribution of actién, 
adventure, novelty and songs. Autry 
|is credited with authorship on some 
|of the tunes. Others are the work 
'of Smiley Burnette, Sam Stept, Sid- 


Cerna neenenee aa SAOaTaELO 


SUNSET IN VIENNA 


(WITH SONGS) 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, June 23 

Tlerbert Wilcox production released 
through General Film Distributors Stare 
Tullio Carminati, Lilli Palines lrirected 
bey Norman Walker. Siory by Florence 
Prater Cameraman, F \ Youns At 
the Adelphi theatre, London, June 1, '37. 
Running time 73) mins 

Noni Tullio Carminatt 
Gelda Lilli b’almer 
Adolph lohn Garrick 
Wanda oN ee Gerildine Hislop 
} Dent Lady : nae Davina Craig 
Nustrion Gen il Hubert Tlarben 
Toni's Ratmian lhigae Driver 
Maddnlene : Alice O’ Day 
Superintendent of VIALE Millen Munre 


ney Mitchell. Ned Washington, Sam | 


Lewis, Joe Young, Harry Akst, Vin- 
cemt and Howard, and Andy Razaf. 

Theme is the best after the film’s 
title. There are a half dozen hillside 
melodies, and a good rendition of 
‘Dinah’ by the Cabin Kids who, al- 
though encountered in the jungles 
of Africa, pick up the Dixieland 
swing idea pronto. 


‘Sunset in Vienna’ has a smatter- 
ing of most of the ingredients that 
*o to make up a successful film. It 
opens in Vienna just prior to the 
war, where Toni (Carminati) meets 
Gelda (Lilli Palmer). He is an 
Italian cavalry ofticer competing ia 


an international 
is the sister of 
officer. 

The Viennese romantic atmosphere 


ind she 
Austrian 


gymkhana, 
Adolph, an 


is especially well reproduced, and 
creates the desired effect in con- 
trast to the war scenes, which form 
the serious side of the picture. 


While there are no outstanding char- 
acterizations, everything connected 
with the 


picture was intelligently 

worked out in every department. 
There are no loose ends, and the 
film can be expected to do reason- 
ably well both here and in the U.S. 
The Italian officer takes his Aus- 


trian bride to his home in Italy and 


shortly thereafter the war breaks 
out. Lilli Paimer’s brother arrives 
upon the scene as a spy. He seeks 


shelter in his sister’s home, but 
Carminati shoots him, whereupon his 


wife turns on him in bitter reproach. 


She is interned and the husband 
carries on for his country. They 
lose sight of one another through- 
out the war and at the finish he 


travels the world searching for her. 
He sings in cheap cafes, winding up 


in a Port Said nitery, where she’s 
dancing. 
Not a very original story, but its 
treatment is of a very high order. 
Jolo. 


CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, July 6. 


Paramount handed a playing term- 
er to Judy Canova. 
Bobby Vernon signatured-a seriv- 


; ening pact with Paramount. 


Allan Conrad, taken on for “Tova- 


|rich,’ landed a term contract at War- 


Autry’s brother gets a diamond | 
strike in South Africa and wants | 
horses, so he cables his relative in 


Texas to bring on a herd. Group 
led by heavy Leroy Mason is after 
the diamond catch, so tries to 
Autry’s entry into the country by 
getting him off on the wrong foot 
with the officials. His brother’s part- 
ner gets knocked off and his daugh- 
ter, Maxine Doyle, arrives to piece 
together the puzzle. - 

Phoney touch is provided in the 
jungle sequences where all the old 


gum | 


Republic serials in Nat Levine's past | 


rise to haunt the seer. Lions, 
and familiar travelog shots 
worked in, but not very well. 
| Smiley Burnette. goofy comic, has 
one of his best roles to date and is 
really funny several times. Mason 
wades through his villainy in good 
| shape, but Maxine Doyle still acts 
with a trio of facial movements—a 
pout, a dimpled smile, and the coy 
one, eyelashes masking the eyes. 
Barn. 


apes, 
are 


Great Hospital Mystery 


ithrves 


wtury-Fox release and production 
Darwell, Sig Ruomnn, sally 
Liewk Joan Davi [)i- 
Tintin Stors Mignon 
Mberbart; reen Willian Conselman 
Bess Meredsvth and J-rry Cads 


lane 
Thotas 
fuines 
joleay 


ene ra 


Har Jackson: editor Nick DeMagcsio At 
Libert Lincoln, dual Running time, os 
nins 

M of) li eer err ey Ter ee Jane Darwell 
rrigses Perr rerirT yy Ti . Sie Rumann 
MAM fcc cer veeneneesssrssees Sally Slane 
Ty MCMeGrry sccostzse .. Thomas Beek 
I | BERL OUTTEL TT T .. Joan Davis 
OOMTEY sccsccdedevetere Williatn Demarest 
BYOCY -cccnconesenes ee jieorze Walcott 
Mitoon F Wade Boteley 
BRiclY secccsscvccsse Howard Phillips 


Mystery with the usual stuff, — a 
rain, sneaking figures in dark hall- 
ways, heavy suspicions of the inno- 
cent, and a dull story make this run- 
oi-the-mill. Definitely consigned to 
‘dual billing. 
It's suggested by a 
hart yarn, with a trio headed by 
Bill Conselman . shaping up. the 
‘ript. Hinges on a corpse which is 
hot after already being dead. Turns 
ut to be an elaborate trap by which 
1 bunch of yeggs seek to polish off a 
lad they've spotted for a double-X. 
Jane Darwell is the topliner and 
tries to figure out what's going on 
in her hospital. She’s the head 
nurse Her stuff is right on down 
the line of march she_ started in 
White Parade. Sole relief from the 
picture’s dullness is provided by 
Joan Davis, who does her round- 
heeled slide juggling a bed pan and 
never spilling a drop. 
Thomas Beck and Sally Blane have 
9 great deal of trouble selling a 
patty-cake romance in synchroniza- 
tion with the rest of the film’s mur- 
derous theme In fact, the whole 
picture is a little sappy, more often 


Mignon Eber- 


than not being funny in the wrongi story. but not in 


ners. 

Harry Sherman pacted Bill King, 
12, as an actor. 

Mervyn LeRoy lifted Robert Ros- 
sens scripting option, 

Griffin Jay ioined Radio's writing 
taff on an option deal. 

Frances Robinson, New York little 
theatre grad, drew a Universal play- 
ing agreement. 

Radio hoisted Joseph Terner’s di- 
recting paver. 

Raoul Pagel goes from Selznick In- 
ternational to Maurice Conn on con- 
tract as production supervisor. 


Janet Beecher stays on at Metre 
under a year’s seal. 
Radio optioned Joan Woodbury 


and Dorothy Moore. 

George Hirliman signed Ruth Mix, 
daughter of Tom, avd horse, Tony, 
Jr.. for a series of Westerns. : 

John Emerson and Anita Loos, 
Metro writing team, signed a script- 
ing termer with Samuel Goldwyn, 

Monogram signatured Tim McCoy 


| for a lariat series to start when cir- 


cus season ends. 
David Oliver sigged a one-year U 


| playing ticket. 


20th-Fox spliced Ralph Townsend 
for another option term. 

Metro handed player pacts to Uona 
Hajmassy and Rose Stradner. Vien- 
nese actresses, and Ruth Hussey, 
from the Los Angeles cast of ‘Dead 
End.’ 

Paul Kunasz had his 
option picked up at Metro. 

Warners handed George Bricker 
one more year on his three-year 
scripting ticket, with a salary tiit, 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, July 6 

Metro bought ‘A Matter of Pride? 
by William White. 

Leo McCarey sold the 
acquired to ‘Millie, Inc.,’ 
rial story, to Paramount. 

‘Alaska Girl,’ film original by J. G. 
Hawks, has been purchased by Mone 
ogram. 

Paramount bought screen rights ta 
‘Blonde Trouble,’ newspaver serial, 
by Rob Eden tRob and Eve Burk- 
hardt.) Same studio also took risthts 
to ‘A Straw Hat in the Summertime’ 
by George Bradshaw. 

‘Outlaws of Big Bend’ and ‘Roaring 
Six Guns’ by J. Benton Cheney ac- 
quired by Columbia 

RKO purchased ‘The Female of 
the Svecies,’ original by Allan Scott 
and Charles Norman 

Harry Hervev’'s 
Emma Paints the 
by Maurice Conn. 


scripting 


rights he 
British se- 


original, 
Town,’ 


Aunt 


acquired 





places. William Demarest, in a 
comedy role, turns out the gunner, 
after Sig Rumann and Howard Phil- 
lips look slightly bad. George Wal- 
cott shuttles from one place to an- 
other like a rabbit. figuring in the 


in the frames. 3arm 
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Daily Variety: 

“Potent drama...packs power to 
click at box-office in any terri- 
tory...a strong picture, well 
mounted, directed with vigor 
and understanding.” 


Film Daily: 

“A very good picture. ,. intelli- 
gently directed...and acted by 
a splendid cast...a piece which 
keeps one interested every inch 
of the way ... high-grade pro- 
duction is everywhere to be 
noticed.” 


Motion Picture Daily: 

“Strongly interesting . .. Tone, 
Miss O'Sullivan and Miss 
Bruce give strong, convincing 
perfomances.” 


Hollywood Reporter: 

“Top box-office entertainment. 
«--A-plus in all departments... 
there is entertainment in every 
foot of the picture... it will 
more than hold its own at box-, 
offices everywhere.” 








ieee fie Exhibitor: 


SRE oS 








We previewed “BETWEEN 
TWO WOMEN.” The audi- 
ence was enthralled. It’s 
great box-office! The critics 
agree it’s swell. Please get 
behind it and let your pa- 
trons know a grand, thrilling 
entertainment is coming! 
Yours sincerely, 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


“BETWEEN TWO WOMEN” with Franchot Tone, Maureen. O’Sullivan, Virginia Bruce 


Screen Play by Frederick Stephani and Marion Parsonnet. Directed by George B. Seitz. A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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More Picture 


Originals 








(Continued from page 5) 


probably to stringent bidding rules, 
etc.. imposed by Dramatists’ Guild. 


$8,000,000 for Stories 


Trying to arrive at correct in- 
formation on sums paid for story 
properties is risky and can be only 
approximately correct. However, 
with these reservations, Variety can 
assert that the majors have invested 
in stories covered in this survey 
probably $8,000,000 and possibly as 
much as $10,000,000. For 1935 prod- 
uct the corresponding cost was put 
at $5,000,000. The biz of script 
bidding is booming as never before. 

The $8,000,000 - $10,000,000 figure 
covers only the first cost of raw 
yutput—the amounts handed to au- 
thors for originals, to playwrights, 
novelists, etc. 

The literary prospector who finds 
gold in them thar Hollywood hills 
more consistently than any other 
probably is Fannie Hurst, who has 
taken out $250,000 for film rights 
in the last year alone. Miss Hurst 
always turns out her tales with a 
weather eye cocked on the picture 


market and seldom fails to hit. An- 
y9ther steady producer whose film 
take runs well into six figures is 
Faith Baldwin. 

Around 1,000 authors, from the 


tops down to the pulp pluggers, have 
enriched themselves at the film till 


in the last year. One Hollywood 
team, Bill Rankin and Eleanore 
Griffin, cashed around $150,000 on 


15 story sales. 

Further breakdown of story statis- 
tics shows interesting slants. on 
studio preferences. Thus, of the 52 
stage plays owned by the majors, 


Metro has 18, Warners is next with! 


10. RKO has 8, Paramount 6, 20th- 
Fox 3, Columbia 3, Universal 2, and 
United Artists only one, Samuel 
Goldwyn’s ‘Dead End.’ Selznick In- 
ternational possesses the rights to 


‘Dark Victory’ but seems to have 
permanently shelved it. 
Further analysis shows that 


Warners, though second to Metro in 
number of play properties owned, 
has a larger number of new, up-to- 
the minute successes than any other. 
Thus, on the Warner roster are 
found “‘Tovarich,’ ‘First Lady,’ ‘Jeze- 
bel,’ ‘White Horse Inn,’ ‘Boy Meets 
Girl,” ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ 
‘Swing Your Lady,’ ‘Chalked Out,’ 
‘On Your Toes’ and ‘Desert Song.’ 
Only oldtirner on that list is the last- 
named, which is to be remade, prob- 
ably in Technicolor, on the 
program. 


coming 


RKO’s Stage Buys 


Next most 
newest the 
RKO-Radio, which 
Door,’ now in production; ‘Having 
Wonderful Time,’ ‘Room Service’ 
(price reputedly $255,000); ‘Irene,’ 
‘Behold the Bridgegroom,” ‘The 
Muddled Deal,” ‘The Happy Fellow,’ 
‘The Kangaroos.’ 

Metro’s stage properties of recent 
vintage include ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ now 
announced for Norma Shearer and 
Clark Gable; ‘As Thousands Cheer,’ 


of the 
to offer is 
owns ‘Stage 


prolific buyer 
stage has 


and ‘Merrily We Roll Along.’ The 
remainder of Metro’s list goes 
farther back and_ includes’ such 
sturdy grossers as ‘Girl of the 
Golden West.’ ‘The Firefly,’ now 


completed; ‘Double Wedding,’ from 
Feren¢ Molnar’s ‘The Great Love,’ 
now shooting; ‘The Distaff Side,’ ‘Her 
Excellency’s Tobacco Shop,’ ‘The 
Party,’ ‘Rose of Algeria,’ ‘Sari,’ ‘The 
Wind and the Rain,’ ‘The Red Mill,’ 
‘Pierre of the Plains,” ‘Green Grow 
the Lilacs’ and ‘Katinka.’ 

Columbia bought the 1936-37 play. 
‘Miss Quis,” a lukewarm Broadway 
success, and owns in addition ‘The 
Awful Truth.” now shooting, and 
‘Cape of Good Hope.’ Its $200,000 
buy on ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 
is for 193 

Paramount, not an active bidder 
of late for Broadway stuff, will make 
this year ‘Bluebeard’s Eighth Wife.’ 
with Claudette Colbert in the role 
that Gloria Swanson played in 1923: 
‘True Confessions,’ French drama for 


Carole Lombard: ‘The Vagabond 
King,’ ‘Paris Honeymoon, ‘Good 
Night, Ladies’ and ‘The Count of 


Luxembourg.’ 

Play properties at 
‘Love Under Fire.’ ‘Sally, Irene and 
Mary’ and ‘Jean.’ Universal has 
‘The Shannons of Broadway,’ James 
a ‘ason’s old-timer, and ‘Yesterday's 
Kisses’ (Luigi Pirandello’s ‘As Be- 
fore, Better Than Before’ ). 


20th-Fox are 


Heavy Drain on Originals 


Delving further, statistics uncover 
that, of the majors, whereas RKO 
will make 44 films and 20th-Fox 38 
from studio originals, Metro 
Only seven from that source 
Warners, 14. Paramount will do 23, 


pl if 


and 





Universal, 


13: 
Columbia, 6: 


United 
Grand National, 36. 

On the other hand, Metro is off 
in front in the number of. stories, 
novels, ete., mostly all published of 
what may be called literary origin, 
having 38 on its list. Columbia has 
24, 20th-Fox, 24; Paramount, 13: 


Warners, 20: RKO, 10: United Artists, eating 


found that their customers are loaded 


12; Grand National, 20. 
Writers have learned that a pub- 


lished story has a far greater chance | 


{ 
| 


Artists, 10: 


of selling than a screen treatment | 
x” story in synopsized form. Also 
t published material rates con- 


lerably hiked payoff. Wonder is, | 
tnen, that there is not more con- 
centration on this kind of stuff. An- 


Swet 


is, that of 


n 
authors 


the total number of 
trying to peddle Hollywood 
material, only a small percentage are 
able to write acceptable 
especially for the 


can do both, 


magazine 
material 


When a scribbler 


that 


slickies. | 


is, write for the slicks and the films, | 


then indeed he has spaded into bon- 
anza dirt One of the more spec- 
tacular performers in that line is 
Edward Grant. Others are 
Ware, Dalton Trumbo, Wil- 
Collison, Clarence Budington 


James 
Harlan 


son 


Kelland, David Garth; George Brad- | 


shaw 


Frederick 


WiaPS are 


> 


Hazlitt Brennan. 
the shop window for these 


scriveners but Hollywood is the real 
payott window when they ring the| 
bell consistently. 

Why? Maybe there’s something 


in what the cynics say, that (1) Hol- | 


lywood story departments 


are | 


inanned by office boys, even the edi- | 
tors having no authority; (2) Holly- 


wood has 
a judge ol 


no confidence in itself as 


ing that if the mags buy stories they 


must have something; (3) salesman- 
ship. 
Acting Comes in Handy 
There's no doubt that salesman- 


ship is one of the important factors. 
Certain team of writers has plenty 
on the ball but one of them is such 
a skilled seller that he will act his 
story out in front of a producer and 
grab a check before the producer 
has had a chance to recover from 
the hypnotism. A high-bracket pro- 
ducer was compelled in self-defense 
to establish a rule that he would 
buy no story that he and his subal- 
terns had not read and digested, 
this 
coin for a few palookas 
sold to him off the cuff. 
There’s a lot in knowing the right 
people, no doubt about that. There’s 
a lot, too, in 
at the moment, 
change sometimes 
night. There’s a lot in 
-ach producer’s whimsies, and these 


that were 


and these needs 


uve legion. Sometimes it’s a bit 
flabbergasting to realize that every 
major spends as much coin in a 


literary material, figur- | 


| make this year, 


27 





They’ve Got Pots, Here’s 
Stuff to Put Into Em 


Chicago, July 6. 


With cash giveaways dead in this 


territory there has been a boom re- | 


vival in merchandise 
among the theatres. But the 
is strictly away the 
kitchenware, and 


exhibs 


irend 
dishes, 

other | 

have 


from 
crockery 
utensils. The 


to the armpits with enough crockery 
to open restaurants. 

Theatres 
fodder 


are 
to dre pans 
dishes. They are handing out 
stuffs as the newest midwest 
in giveaways. 


now supplying the 
and 
food- 


wrinkle 


those pots 





5-Year Plan 





(Continued page 3) 


from 


to grant three or 


chises. 


five-year fran- 


or 
30% 


Last 


Previous Top 
season (1936-37) 
bracket pictures got more than 
39% top and the number of pic- 
tures sold at this figure represented 


Average 
the higher 
no 


only about 5% of the total bought. 
This year the number of pictures 
may be 10% or more, based on de- 


mands that are expected to be made 

During the year, the mini- 
mum under percentage for the low 
(No. 3) group of pictures has been 


past 


20%, with very few exceptions; 
these being pictures of a company 


of lesser importance, 
double bills. 
what the 20% 
ured were 
which it is 


for 
Pictures costing under 


bought 


terms may have fig- | 
bought flat. Demands, 

learned distribs will 
suggest a minimum 


| percentage of 25%. 


after he had handed out fancy | 


| percentages. 


knowing studio needs | 


drastically over- | 
knowing | 


year trying to get stories as a top| 


mag, for example, puts 
entire overhead plus 
that’s the truth. 

On the other hand, every attempt 
on the part of a studio to man story 


out for 


material, yet 


its | 


departments with top talent from the | 


literary world has flopped. 
tors go faddy on the films and their 


antics cost mints of dough. Another 
thing, no mag, no matter how gen- 


eral its appeal or how huge its cir- 
culation, can hope to touch elbows 
with world humanity as do the films. 
Pictures look for genuinely 
sal appeal. 


unlver- 


Pienty of Pulpers, Too 


Out of the total of 172 
novels, ete., that 
made into films this season, many 
come from the pulps and are cor- 
respondingly low in price. That is 
true of almost all of Grand Na- 
tional’s 20, very largely so of Colum- 
bia’s 25 in which are included many 
of studio’s westerns, and of several 
Paramounts, including the Hopalong 
Cassidys taken from six-gun scarers 
I E. Mulford. 


short 


+ . ° 
Scores, 


by Clarence 
1 lot of pulp whodunits are bought 
for film use at small coin. 

It is noticeable 
only seven studio 
list, yet 


originals on 
writing department of 
This long been an 
tudio policy at Metro and evidently 
the heads have proved it pays, since 
Metro has found that to go into pro- 
duction with a fool-proof script saves 


any 
has 


Also quite | 


Big edi- | 


have obtained so far, pending 
actual negotiation, would seem to 
average 5%, when merely’ the 
brackets are considered, but will 
run around 10% when it is consid- 
ered that more pictures are being 
| assigned to the high cost group. 


will be} 
| from smaller houses and subsequent 


that Metro, with | 
its | 
maintains the most costly | 
major. | 
established | 


headaches and money in the long 
run. Script trouble in the midst of 
shooting doubtless has been the! 
cause of more unnecessary expense 


than keeping a few 


ym the payroll 


extra scribblers 


cumeras, not only at Metro but at 
majors as well, bears some- 
vhere on it the imprint of a dozen 
to 20 writing brains though perhaps 
yuly tour or five at most get credit. 
an evolution and a trend 


ia film-making. 


ill other 


That's both 


Nowadays, virtually | 
every script that goes in front of the | 


| 
| 


| 
was making, the exhibitor usuaity | 
countered with the idea to forget | 
the split on the overage and just | 
make it 30 rental That didn’t! 
stop the distrib from coming back | 
next season, however, and demand- | 
‘ing 30 plus a split. Next it crept] 


Majority at 25% 


The majority of pictures on this 
season were contracted at 25%, mid- | 
dle group having gone at this figure, | 
others having gone at 30% and just 
a handful (the 5% of the total de- 
livered) at 35%. Very scattered 
exceptions have included Charlie 
Chaplin’s deals with certain theatres 
taking 50% straight from the first 
dollar. He has made such deals | 
largely with independents who were 
extremely anxious to get Chaplin | 
comedies at while chains | 
obtained the pictures at smaller 
Warners got as high as 
on ‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ 
in some instances when this picture 


any cost, 


70% 


have obtained. But usually, as with 
WB’s ‘Dream,’ the company’s own 
exploiteers handled the selling cam- 
paign and defrayed the costs. j 

The boost in rentals, according to | 
figures which exhibitors and buyers 


was being booked into even small | 
towns on a twice-daily basis, and 
there have been a few other cases | 
where extraordinary high rentals | 

} 


While the bigger companies will go 
from 35 to 40% on the’ higher 


Pix a Trading 


giveaways | 


iready to 


| that 





brackets, a company like Universal, 


which this season got 30% for its | 
top group, is asking 35 for the | 
coming season's” product Every | 
situation differing, the 40% top in| 


film rental will obviously not apply 
to all, but the same ratio of 


crease in terms will be demanded 


runs as called for by the 40% 
mum. 

Reports that distributors which 
own their own chains may go back 
to a former method under which 
house overhead was first deducted 
and then a rental of as high as 70% 
was taken on the remainder, is held 
to be very unlikely. The distribs 
several years ago found that this 
system was both unprofitable and 
dangerous in the long run because 
of instances when theatres failed to 
make more than their overhead. In 
such course 
no rental at all 


maxi- 





instances, of there was 


film 
How It Started 


Upping of film rentals 
to when exhibitors 


Jates back 


asked 25% 


were 


and a split on the ‘overage,’ i.e., the} 
net profit over the nut. To circum- 
vent bookkeeping, the checker sys- 


tem for the distributors, and possibly 
also to conform with the exhib’s 
credo never to let the distrib know 
just exactly how 


much net profit he 


in- || 


Boycott Talk Because of 6 Holdout 
Smokescreen, Says Par 





up to 35% 
on to 40% 

There has been little dealing so 
far between distribs and accounts, 
especially the large buyers who are 
kick up a lot of dust. 
Meantime, while the studios have 
been fretting over increased costs 
of production, not much palpably 
has been done to these 
Darryl Zanuck 


are up 25% 


as a compromise, and so 
, te 


lowel costs. 
claims 20th-Fox 
and he recently 
called in his producers to urge them 
to bring down especially 
those of a controllable nature 


costs 


these costs, 


Para- 


mount has the same program in 
mind. Labor and other such items 
of expense, about which little can 


be done, 
last year. 

Rising costs are believed in buyer 
and exhibitor quarters to have gone 
up, also, because of the stiff com- 
petition among producers to turn out 
bigger pictures, especially in 
of the past year's 
against B_ product, 
turned out to be 
while for the double bills the 
ducers intended them fo: Because 
of the situation, it is felt in some 
informed quarters that all producer- 
distributors will make fewer pic- 
tures than they have announced for 
1937-38, going farther under 


are considerably up ove! 


view 
much of which 


not even worth- 


pro- 


prom- 


| ises on their programs than at any 
i time in 


the past. 


Truck Strike Didn't Nix 


Philly Pix Deliveries 
Philadelphia, July 6 
Quick-thinking by Jim Clark, 
prexy of Horlacher Film Delivery 
Service here, enabled all houses in 
Philly film exchange territory to get 


+ 


complaints | 


their pix despite general truck strike | 


completely tied up. shipping 
Friday night and Saturday morning. 

With union announcement at 2 
p.m. Friday that strike would be ef- 
fective three hours later, Clark had 


| his men gather up all film for out- 


of-town houses and load it on 
freight car. Car was shunted to sid- 
ing near Bethlehem where Horlacher 
trucks from all over State picked up 
film for delivery. Philly exhibs had 
to call at exchanges for their prod- 
uct, 
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Paramount's answer to attacks and 
threats of exhibitors throughout the 
country on its failure to deliver six 
pictures under this season’s (1936-37) 
contract is that it’s all largely a 
smokescreen, as a means of resisting 


higher rental terms the company 
will seek this coming year 

A defense within Par is that this 
s not the first time any company 


has failed to deliver pictures that 
were promised, nor the first time 
when one or more such pictures 
have been removed from release be- 
cause of roadshowing Pa yad- 
showing two of the pictu sold 
this year, ‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some’ and ‘Souls at Sea,’ these to be 
re-sold on the 1937-38 season and 
placed on general release sometime 
this fall. 


Both these pictures cost in 
of $1,000,000 each and the company 
is declared feeling that it is thus en- 
titled to roadshow them as well as 
to exact higher rentals. When they 
were originally-announced and sold, 
there was no assurance that 
would cost more than $1,000,000 
that they would have the 
tion, casts and expense given them. 
When sold, they were budgeted at 
less than half what final cost runs to, 


excess 


they 
each 


nol direc- 


Philadelphia, July 2. 
Further action in UMPTO’s 
jected action against 


pro- 
Paramount 


Ot 
account latter’s selling plan was 
taken Thursday (1) when district 


captains to rally exhibs in the anti- 


Par drive here were chosen. Fol- 
lowing were the selection: North 


Philly, Norman Lewis; West Philly, 
Ben Fertel; Germantown, Luke 
Gring; Northeast Philly, Dave Mil- 
grim; South Philly, Morris Wax; 
Suburban, Harry Fried; Wilmington, 
Ben Schindler, 

Arrangements were also made for 
a mass protest meeting at the Broad- 
wood hotel for next Thursday (8). 
The ‘war board’ of UMPTO also de- 
cided at the same meeting yeslerday 
to urge exhibs to extend policy of 
delay in buying Par product so that 
it will include news and short sub- 
jects as well as features. All mem- 
bers of the organization were ad- 
vised to avoid all negotiations with 
the company. 
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PARAMOUNT::::> 


HELD OVER _ 

JEAN ane 
ARTHUR ; 
EDWARD MARTHA 


ARNOLD 
EMERY DEUTSCH 


; LIVING” , and BAND 


PERSON ! 








MARX BROTHERS 


in 


“A Day At the Races” 


Coming—Wim. Vowell @ Luise 
Kainer in “The Emperor's 
Candlesticks” 








t 

0 TODAY 
. ‘Woman Chases Man’ 
Ww 


DUKE ELLINGTON ORCH, 
Starting Thursday 
CLAUPETTE COLBERT in 
“I Met Him in Paris” 
8 AKNOLD JOHNSON ORCH. 











MUSIC HALL 


DIETRICH and DONAT 
“KNIGHT WITHOUT 
ARMOUR” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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“TWO WHO 
DARE” ° 


On the Stage 
Alexander Geay 





GH Land 
ALL 2 e TO Sylvia Manon 
| SEATS 1PM. Max and his Gang 
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“SLAVE SHIP”. 


With WALLACE BEERY 
and WARNER BAXTER 


| Antisrs RIVOL 


“THE SINGING MARINE” 


with Dick POWELL - Doris WESTON 


NEW Sian ; 


AIR-CONDITIONED —- B'way and 4th Street 
Doors open 9:30 A.M.— MIDNIGHT SHOW 





B'WAY at 
49th St. 














Starts Friday at 7 PLM. 


“KING OF GAMBLERS” 


(Czar of the Slot-Machines) 

A Paramount Picture with 
AKIM TAMIROFPF-CLAIKE TREVOR 
LLOYD NOLAN - LAKRY CRABBE 

Air Conditioned 


Crit ERION ian ne 


oth St. 
Midnight to 1 PLM. 


Show s—25e 
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NBC OVERTAKING 


(BS SALES PROMOTION 


RUNAWAY; REDTAPE GETTING SCISSORS 





NBC, Turning Tables, Ha 


s Been Slipping Columbia 


Some of Its Own Medicine — Several Recent 


Examples 





Rivalry between the two major 
networks, NBC and CBS, has 
several years been most often 
in the various moves 


counter-moves of the _ respective 
sales promotional contingents. CBS, 
the younger and more pliable or- 
ganization, has often drained off the 
cream of advantage by fast thinking 
and fast work that out-finessed the 
carefully planned work of the more 
cumbersomely organized and red- 
tape-fettered NBC. Recently, how- 
ever, NBC has been cutting red tape 
and giving CBS competition in its 
own idiom and with its own speed. 

Columbia staffmen are free to ad- 
mit the change at NBC and to ac- 
knowledge several swifties put over 
in recent weeks. CBS boys think 
the influence of Clay Morgan is 
manifest in some of the nimble foot- 
work. CBS is brewing retaliatory 
stunts right now. 


A Pill 

Bitterest pill that Columbia has 
had to swaliow in some time is the 
fast one that NBC pulled when it 
anticipated CBS’ exploitation of the 
Shakespeare cycle by coming out 
with a blast of its own, announcing 
that it had engaged John Barry- 
more and would present a streamline 
version of the Bard’s plays 
period opposite Columbia’s. The 
stroke sufficed to take the edge off 
Columbia’s advance campaign and 
what followed was a mudslinging 
campaign of genteel proportions. 

Another, recent fast one that 
caused some chagrin in CBS quar- 
ters was the promotional booklet 
that NBC rushed out almost on the 
eve of the James Braddock-Joe 
Louis fight. In this elaborately il- 
justrated brochure NBC touted the 
claim that it had covered every major 
heavyweight bout since the Jack- 
Dempsey-Georges Carpentier tangle. 


ex- 


pressed and 


CBS had in preparation a promo- | 


tional piece telling how that network 
had been first or exclusive in broad- 
casting various sports events, but 


when the NBC work came out Co- | 


jumbia decided to junk the parallel 
idea. 

Still another case of NBC slipping 
in with an edge-taker-offer was 
when this spring it preceded Colum- 
bia’s release of a rural study with 
one of its own by a few days. NBC’s 
was obviously a rush job, skimming 
over the subject with lots of pic- 
ture and a sprinkling of figures, but 
the original purpose was effectively 
served, 





Buffalo, July 6. 


While the networks battle over the 


bard, local broadcasting units are 


vieing for prestige on the best tech- 
WEBR started it | 
with considerable ballyhoo about its | 


nical equipment. 


new vertical antenna, 412 feet from 
the ground. Evening News, which 
owns the station, even ran a chart 
showing the respective heights of 
aniennae in this area with WEBR 
towering over all. 

So Buffalo Broadcasting Corp. 
(WGR-WKBW) went to work to top 
that and now have completed a new 
400-foot antenna plus other improve- 
ments at a $100,000 cost. Publicity 
and advertisements in the Times and 
Courier-Express are calling attention 
to the fact that this antenna is ‘the 
highest above electric ground in 
western New York.’ 

When the boys here set out to be 
tops they do it literally. 





Sealtest From Expo 





Cleveland, July 6. 
May Robson is coming to Great 
Lakes Exposition Sunday, July 11, 
as Sealtest guest on NBC. She will 
appear with James Melton and Don- 


ald Dickson, latter a Cleveland bari- | 


tone, in largest commercial program 
originated so far at Radioland. Cost 
of staging it here for Expo estimated 
at $7,000. Two personal appearance 
shows planned, one dress rehearsal 
at 3 in afternoon and broadcast at 9 


. Mm. 
Ralph Humphrey also has lined up 


Trene Beasley for early August date | 


at Radioland, followed by Ramona, 
Tito Coral, Jones and Hare and 
Benay Venuta. 


+ 
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Buffalo’s Own ‘Hamlet’ 





Buffalo, July 6. 

Shakespeare feud of the net- 
| works has hypoed interest in 
{ the Bard among smaller sta- 
tions, thinks Herbert Colin 
Rice, production manager of 
WGR-WKBW. He’s adapting 
better-kncewn works of Shake- 
speare into two half-hour pro- 
grams each for use on smaller 
stations and to be distributed 
by a commercial firm. 

Rice presented ‘Romeo and 
Juliet,’ complete, in three nights 
of broadcasting last January, 
playing Romeo himself with his 
wife, Lorraine Pankow, as 
Juliet. Now has ‘Hamlet’ in 
production with himself as the 
Dane, which will make three 
radio Hamlets for this town, 
counting John Barrymore and 
Burgess Meredith. 


Lambs Club Bulletin In 
Appeal for Free Actors 
On Religious Programs 

















| 


Father Anselm, Franciscan Friar 
| from the Graymoor Monastery, Har- 
rison, N. Y., who handles the ‘Ave 
| Maria Hour’ over the Inter-City re- 
gional, last week had a letter pinned 
'to the bulletin board at the Lambs 
Club, N. Y., asking actors to donate 
| their services on the dramatization, 
|or cuff for expenses only. 

| In the two years since the ‘Ave’ 
period started, troupers from legit 
|have always been paid close to 
standard network wages, with some 
fairly prominent names often work- 
|ing anonymously for the extra in- 
come on Sunday nights. : 

| There were no volunteers in an- 
|swer to the letter on last Sunday’s 
| (4) program. ‘Ave’ buys its time on 
|WMCA, N. Y., and WIP, Philly, ask- 
ing for contributions from the lis- 
|teners. Other stations on the Inier- 
| City system may pick up the drama- 
|tizations if they care to ani fade 
‘cui the donation-requests 





Al Levine, WCAM, Camden, N. J., 
; announcer, doing post-graduate at 
| College of South Jersey. 





TWO AGENCY NEWCOMERS 


Erwin, Wasey Gets Jack Adams— 
Eggleston to Campbell-Ewald 








Jack Adams has displaced Lew 
Amis at Erwin, Wasey & Co, and 
Stuart Eggleston has with Campbell- 
Ewald. Amis had been in E-W’s 
radio department for six years, tak- 
ing over the directorship a couple 
years ago when Charles Gannon 
moved out of the agency with 

Eggleston career in the business 
dates back to six years ago when 
he was head of the CBS Artists 
Bureau. For a while he was with 
Hearst Radio, Inc. His present job 
has him working on a prospect but 
gives him no executive authority in 
C-E’s radio department. 


Insurance Expose 


Talks Move From 





Morris H. Siegel, insurance analyst 
who caused something of a furore 
among insurance companies last year 
with a series of ‘exposing’ foreign 
language programs on WBNX, N. 
Y., is primed to return to the ether. 


for 13 weekly quarter hours on 
WMCA, N. Y. Commences July 12. 
Siegel will not be permitted to name 
companies by name when he attacks 
’em as giving the public a clipped 
edge, as he did last year, WMCA 
having made several restrictions in 
the copy permitted him to ozone. 
Series is commercial on WMCA 
with Siegel buying the time direct. 





‘H’wood Hotel’ Guesters 


Hollywood, July 6. 

Guesters for a month were lined 
up last week for Hollywood Hotel. 
| Leading off July 9 are Madeleine 
| Carroll and Francis Lederer in ‘It’s 
| All Yours.’ Following week Robert 
|Taylor, Sophie Tucker, Eleanor 
Powell and Buddy Ebsen enact a 
sequence from Metro’s ‘Broadway 
Melody.’ 

Fred Murray and Frances Farmer 
bring ‘Exclusive’ to the mike July 
23, followed by Irene Dunne and 
Randolph Scott in Par’s road- 
shower, ‘High, Wide and Handsome.’ 




















Stations Must Control Programs 


} 
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By WILLIAM J. SCRIPPS 


Detroit 











Detroit, July 6. 
| Our new policy on station-pro- 
duced programs is a recognition of 
the merit in many of the criticisms 
levelled at the N. A. B. by Arthur 
Pryor of B. B. D. & O. and of the 
| tom-tom for showmanship which 
| Variety itself has been beating the 
| past five years or more. 
| The broadcasting industry has 
| been selling on an open market 
| basis. This has resulted in both 
| networks and stations losing con- 
| trol over their own programming. 
This, we believe, is not in the best 
| ultimate interests of radio as a 
whole. For ourselves at WWJ we 
lare trying by our new policy to 
| concentrate control of programs in 
| the hands of the station where it 
| belongs. 

This is no innovation but is in 
line with similar control exercised 


by newspapers and magazines. While | 


we cannot say at this stage just 


| what type of program will be broad- | 


| Cast on specific nights the general 
idea is to study each nightly sched- 
_ule and effect proper balancing with 
studio features so that entire pro- 


repetition of similar programs in 
| monotonous succession. 

This idea will be gradually ex- 
_ tended to entire broadcasting day. 
_Bear in mind that Detroit is only 
one and one-half hours from Chi- 
cago and three hours from New 
York by airplane so that entire 
j talent facilities of both cities are 


gram picture will aim at eliminating | 


j available to augment local talent 
| for high class presentations. 


In line with our beliefs, WWJ will 
|} institute a plan, with the return of 
'Standard Time, which will be a 
| starter toward regaining the con- 
| fidence and interest of the listener. 

One-half hour of prime time will 
ibe taken each night for six nights, 
jand into each will be built a fine 
| program. This program will fit with 
| the shows on either side. If a script 
/show precedes and a swing band fol- 
lows, the show probably will be sym- 
iphonic. If variety precedes and 
|comedy follows, the show probably 
| will be drama. 


Once established, these balanced 
programs will be kept there. Any 
inquiry as to the availability of the 
time for sponsorship will be an- 
swered on the basis that the pros- 
pective client, if he takes that time, 
MUST sponsor the program already 
'there. There will be no deviation 
from this plan, no matter what the 
| pressure, temptation or the cost. The 
|program thus set will be kept on 
| the air in that spot even if it’s never 
sold. 

But WWJ's pioneering plan is even 
,more ambitious than is seen at first 
|glance. It expects its plan to point 
| the way toward similar reforms on 
|the networks. It expects it also to 
‘affect favorably and institute a con- 
trol over commercial credits and 


|copy. In short, radio is for the lis- 
'tener—and the listener MUST BE 
‘SERVED. 


WBNX to WMICA 


His new whirl will be in English | 
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More NBC-CBS Rivalry 


Bitter rivalry between NBC and Columbia on the exclusive rights 
to sport and other public events broadcasts has now reached the point 
where NBC is accusing the other of bootlegging the former’s airings. 
Charge developed from the way that CBS handled the American 
Athletic Union’s meet in Milwaukee Saturday (3). 

NBC claims that Columbia did more than rent a building over- 
looking the event’s track for which Ted Husing could observe what 
was going on, after NBC had obtained the exclusive rights to the 
AAU outdoor runoff for 1937, Husing, charged NBC, made frequent 
use in his broadcast of the results aired from the track by NBC's 
sportscaster, Bill Stern. This, said NBC, was made particularly 
noticeable when Husing failed to note the stumble and fall of Archie 
San Romani on the track until 30 seconds after it had happened, or 
after it had been mentioned by Stern. 

NBC ridiculed Husing’s alleged statement that he had had to sur- 
round himself with guards in Milwaukee for fear that NBC employee 
would slug him (a WOR special events man was slugged recently ). 
NEC effected somewhat of a rebuke for Columbia when it got Judge 
Jeremiah Mahoney, AAU official, to state over the NBC hookup that 
NBC was the official broadcaster of the track meet and also com- 
mend that network for its handling of the event. 

Columbia’s cutting in on the Milwaukee affair was looked on in 
the trade as that web’s revenge for what NBC did to it during the 
national open golf championship tournament which CBS had bought 
exclusively. Following the opening date’s round NBC got the mike 
option on 10 of the contest’s participants with the result that it was 
able to put the winner, Ralph Goudahl, on the air first. 














What's Wrong With Radio 
By EDDIE CANTOR 


(Published in New York Daily Mirror, July 5, as guest columnist for 
Walter Winchell, absent on vacation. Reprinted here by permission.) 


I have discovered that no matter what anybody’s business is—it is that, 
plus being an expert on radio. 

Having given it a little time, in my time, perhaps I, too, might have 
something to say on the subject. All right, let’s start. What is wrong 
with radio? And by the way, IS there anything wrong with radio? Not 
counting the early years of experimentation, radio itself is about 19 years 
old. What was this newspaper like when it was radio’s age? Remember 
the motion picture industry on its 10th birthday? How were YOU at the 
age of 10? The radio baby isn’t perfect by any means. But how serious 
| are its imperfections? 

Studio Audiences 


Let’s take this matter of studio audiences: the laughter and applause 
that follow the comedian’s quip and the singer’s number. Several years 
ago a great team of comedians, Burns and Allen, decided to work without 
a studio audience. The same critics—professional and non-professional— 
who decry the presence of this audience intimated that despite excellent 
material, Burns and Allen were slipping. What happened? Burns and Allen 
got themselves a radio audience, with its accompanying laughter and ap- 
plause, and presto! the critics yelled hooray! 

However, some program directors use poor judgment in the handling 
of studio audiences. But after all, there are people who drive their auto- 
mobiles at 60 miles per hour, and you wouldn’t take all automobiles from 
the highways because of some individual’s misuse of the vehicle, would 
you? 


Internes Kill Patients 


If you could afford a good surgeon, would you allow an interne to oper- 
ate upon you? And yet that’s what happens in radio every day. The 
producing of a radio show needs a showman. But what do.we find? Some 
young fellow in an advertising agency, who wrote pretty good copy and 
who once managed to bring into the firm an important client, is assigned 
the responsible job of producer, in sole charge of presenting a show cost- 
ing as high as $20,000 a performance. This young man may develop in 
time, but it is a slow process involving trial and error. The guy is serving 
his interneship and may kill off many a patient before he is sufficiently 
experienced to hang out his shingle. 


Imitative Curse 


Before it becomes adult, radio must grow out of its imitative stage. A 
comedian evolves a formula for a successful program and at once the 
various sponsors send out a cry: ‘Aloysius the Dope’s program is caiching 
on. We must get something like that!” Whosis kids his commercial, and 
suddenly every other comic feels that that’s the thing to do, and does it. 
One amateur program is good, and so it is reasoned, ‘Why shouldn't 14 
amateur programs be good?’ But they are not. As it happens, twist your 
dial and you will see that those performers who are constantly creating 
are those who remain on top. The imitators eventually peter out, but 
during the ‘petering, Mr. and Mrs. Public are writhing away on their 
kilocycles. 


Old Scripts Haunt Radio 


If the mimeographed manuscripts could be burned up after use ‘and 
sometimes before) and if there were no recordings made of the broadcasts, 
radio would be in a healthier condition. A program hires a writer, the 
writer goes along with it for a period, and then, for one reason or another, 
leaves the program. With him go all the radio scripts. On his next job 
he doesn’t write—he re-writes. His new program suffers and he cannot 
understand why. ‘Whosis got a big laugh with that gag,’ he figures. “Why 
don’t they laugh when Whatsit says it? I guess Whatsis just isn’t comical. 
But the guy should be told that the line was created for Whosis’ personality 
and simply doesn’t suit Whatsit. Moreover, since Whosis first used the 
gag, 30 other programs have used it in various forms. One of these days 
a court of law will determine to whom the radio script actually belongs, 
once it has been paid for; the sooner the better, for radio in general and 
our long-suffering ears in particular. 


Double Dosage of Copy 


Many an advertiser thinks he has something when he concludes that, 
inasmuch as his producf is selling with a minute commercial, it will sell 
twice as well with a two-minute commercial. I would sentence that ad- 
vertiser to spend seven evenings a week in the parlors of the nation, 
listening to the groans of the tuner-inner and the comments made on these 
long-winded sales talks. 

The whole theme of radio is good will. But the purpose is defeated 
when the intelligence of the radio listener is insulted by lengthy, repeti- 
tious commercials. The day will arrive when the advertiser will present 
such a good program that the listener will feel obligated to buy the product 
because of the enjoyment afforded him, and not because of ‘if-you-don't- 
buy-Bloofus’-Pills-you'll-never-live-through-the-year’ type of threat. 


Censorship Danger 


Radio is heading for the most rigid kind of censorship unless the net- 
works impose an intelligent surveillance over their program. True, adver- 
tisers spend fabulous sums of money with the networks, but no amount 
of money is more important than radio itself. These advertisers have the 
erroneous idea that they are ‘getting away with something’ because of their 
power, backed by huge expenditures. But they are slowly killing the 
proverbial goose. 

Oh, yes—I guess there are many things wrong with radio, and one of 
them is the people who tell you what's wrong with radio. 
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(COPY) 
Agreement Made Through 


Featured Artists Service, Inc. 
247 Park Avenue, New York 





Agreement made in the City of New York, on this...... GOS Wei isis] 
193..., between AIR FEATURES, INC., a New York corporation herein- 
after called CORPORATION, and.........., hereinafter called ARTIST. 


CORPORATION engages ARTIST and ARTIST accepts such engage- 
ment upon the terms and conditions herein contained. 

This agreement shall be effective from the date hereof and shall con- 
tinue in force until terminated by either party, at will. ARTIST is an 
independent contractor and hereby contracts as such independent con- 
tractor and not as an employee. 

ARTIST agrees to perform services and to report for rehearsals, as 
notified by CORPORATION, for all of which services, performed in ac- 
cordance with the terms hereof, CORPORATION agrees to pay ARTIST 
‘he SH OE... dcdas s<% dollars per performance of the program hereunder 
mentioned on which ARTIST may appear. ARTIST shall receive no com- 
pensation for rehearsals. 


ARTIST agrees to pay to FEATURED ARTISTS SERVICE, INC., a New 


York corporation, a sum equal to five percent of the compensation herein 
provided as commission for procuring ARTIST’S engagement hereunder. 
ARTIST hereby authorizes CORPORATION to deduct the said commission 
from ARTIST’S compensation hereunder and to remit said commission to 
FEATURED ARTISTS SERVICE, INC. 

If for any reason beyond the control of corporation the particular pro- 
gram on which ARTIST is to render services is not performed, ARTIST 


waives all claims against CORPORATION for compensation or otherwise. | 
ARTIST'S services hereunder shall be rendered in connection with the | 


dre erer ent program. 
AIR FEATURES, INC. 
By J. E. Sauter. 


Kids Bored by Life Story of Lily Pons, ; 
But Curious About Those Funnymen 








-+ 


Ireene Wicker, 


KING LEAR MISSING 


WMCA, N. Y., Spieler May 
Quit but Forget te Mention It 


on her ‘Singing | 
Lady’ programs over NBC for Kel-! 
logg, through the spring, was in the 


habit of telling her kid audiences 
about contemporary classical music 
recitalists, such as Heifetz, Pons, etc. 

Letters from her fans convinced 
Miss Wicker that her juve audience 
wanted rather to hear about radio 
comics, and this week the artistic 
fzures give place to stories on Can- 
tor, Baker, Allen, et al. 

Jack Benny arsBurns and Allen 
will not get treatment from Miss 
Wicker, because Kellogg (through 
the N. W. Ayer agency) considers 
Benny’s sponsor, General Foods, a 
competitor, as well as B. and A’s 
bankroll, Grape Nuts. 

For the past four years NBC has 
had a rule prohibiting any program 
aired over its two nets from men- 
tioning any program or performer 
appearing on CBS. Miss Wicker will 
apparently ignore that rule, despite? 
recent NBC efforts to stiffen the 
order. Indeed, during her stretch of 
elaborating on classical music per- 
formers, the ‘Singing Lady’ fre- 
quently told child-version yarns on 
artists current at the time on Co- 
lumbia. She ran’ a whole series on 








Announcer King Lear has evident- 
ly quit WMCA, N. Y., but the sta- 
tion really doesn’t know because 
Lear did not notify anyone to that 
effect. Deny it’s a publicity stunt. 

Mikeman wound up his schedule 
one afternoon last week and has not 
been seen since, 


proved unavailing, since he has been 
missing there also, 

Lear joined WMCA two months 
ago as a sports spieler. Aside from 
the fact he hailed from Texas, little 
is known of him. 


CBS OUTRIGHT 





Avon theatre west 45th 





Sunday Evening Hour, even plug-| Columbia Broadcasting System and 
ging the show. | will be used as a studio indefinitely. 


SOSNIK T0 HOLLYWOOD improved property to be made by 
WITH MCA OFFICIAL 





late Mare Klaw for his sons and 
named after him, has been operated 
by the network for more than two 
years and is known as its ‘Radio 


| Playhouse Number Two.’ 
Harry  Sosnik, leader-arranger, | 
g0es to Hollywood Saturday (10) to! ba taro wines 
negotiate a couple of pending radio | svadagg hasten ayes 
he ohm ps a" Mond be tthe | Proadcasting in the new studios to 
: _»y Harold Hackett, o “|be built on Park avenue by CBS. 
New York office of Music Corp. of | 


: : P ; |There is no hurry on construction 
America. Meanwhile Sosnick is set | CBS is also using 


for another whirl for Lucky Strike | P/@"s of satter. ‘ tN 
starting Sept. 27. two other Broadway theatres for 


: uffo broadcast programs, the num- 
After being under MCA menage- pe one house Rash the Manhattan 
. | , » aVic « « 
ment 10 years, Sosnik asked and re- & 


-eiv | (Hammerstein) and number three 
Cely ed aco on ’ oe of 
contract release last week being the Golden. Latter lease is for 


alleging issatis tj se. 
ee dissatis faction. Subse a limited term, and may revert to 
quenily, while visiting in Chicago, leit after next séason 
he conferred with J. C. Stein. That | ‘8! 9*ter BEX Stash 
resulted in patching up differences. | a. é 
Trip to Hollywood under personal All-De Pauw Station 
wing of MAC official is one result. Indianapolis. July 6. 
Sosnik was with Real Silk until Medford Maxwell, former man- 
ager of WCLS, Joliet ‘TIil.), now in 


May. 
traffic manager’s seat at WIRE, In- 
dianapolis. Maxwell is De Pauw 


Audience preference for the spot 
It had 
concentrate all 





Al Cormier Most Beautiful 


Philadelphia, July 6. University man, other De Pauwites 

It's summer and dull. So Murray! on staff being Eugene C. Pulliam, 

Arnold of WIP took a poll to find the | senior and junior; Al Beveridge, 

Station's best-looking guy and gal. | Jr.; Bill Frosch, and Prof. Edward 
Al Cormier, general manager, won | Bartlett. 


the beauty contest. 
Betty Schaffer, of the program de- 
Pattinent is niftiest femme. 


Thomas Mitchell, theatre man, 
joins WCKY, Cincy advértising staff. 


Have | 


Efforts to commu- | 
nicate with him at his address have | 


BUY OF AVON 


street, | 
the different guesis on the Ford|N. Y., has been purchased by the} 


CBS. House which was built by the) 


v 


il 








1 CONVENIENCE 


| Bit Players Reported Peeved 
Over New 5% Tap—Sec- 
ond Corporation Set Up 


to Service Air Features | 


Which Services Blackett- | 


Sample-Hummert 


75c COMMISH 


All Blackett - Sample - Hummert 
script shows will hereafter be 
| booked through a new auxiliary or- 
| ganization, Featured Artists 
| vice, Inc. 
will be 


| writers, 


sion made on all 
directors engaged. Previ- 
ously no commission was paid. 


Bit actors around the New York 
| advertising zone were complaining 
against the payment over the holi- 


day weekend, objecting to the 


actors, 


Ser- | 
A charge of 5% commis- | 


DES ‘KICKB 








Ne SET-lIP | Authors League Expects 100 Radio 


Writers: No Union Connections, 
Standard Contract an Objective 





Better Be Good 


That retribution-is-about-to- 
fall look on Cecilia Ager of 
Variety this week is due to the 
fact that the gal has allowed 
herself to be talked into a date 
—for cash—on the Rudy Vallee 
program tomorrow night (8). 
Sam Weisbord of William Mor- 
ris is the guy that got the bet- 
ter of her judgment. 

Hollywood and other parties 
who have been commented upon 
by Madame Ager are not mak- 
ing any dates for Thursday. 











WLW Ponders 
Candidates In 


‘salary cut’ of 75 cents on the ave- | 


rage $15 check for small jobs. They 
| claim that Featured Artists, which 
| does business only with Air Fea- 
| tures, Inc., which in turn does busi- 
|ness only with Blackett-Sample- 
|Hummert, is a ‘department’ of the 
advertising agency and that in con- 
sequence jt amounts to kicking back 
| to the boss. 

James Sauter pooh-poohs the kick- 
back angle. Most of the bit players 
| used on the dramatic shows do not 


| place through an agent to start with 


and if they did, or where stars do, 
| Sauter avers there would be no 
| double commission payment. In such 
| contingencies it is stated that an ad- 
| justment would be made with the 
regular agent. 

Double Commish 


Informed by Variety that actors 
booking themselves ‘direct,’ 


their regular agent have often paid 
a double commission unofficially, 
Sauter declared he did not know 


about that, but did not believe it 


would apply in this instance. 
Sheer mechanical necessity for the 
booking details to be concentrated 
outside the production office (Air 
| Features, Inc.) is responsible for the 


of which Maurice Scopp and Milton 
_ Klein, both certified public account- 
ants (as is Sauter), are the nominal 
heads. A prominent booker from 
show biz is scheduled to take over 
| later. 

Clause 
adjoining column) which exempts 
| contracting employer from all lia- 
bility for compensation in the event 
of a cancellation of the program is 
characterized by Sauter as ‘a neces- 
sary modern protective measure 
against strikes and other unpredict- 
able events.’ 

About 30 bit actors are employed 
weekly for the Blackett-Sample- 


Hummert serials, etc., out of New | 


York City. American Album of 
Music, Waltz Time and the Bi-So-Dol 
programs have remained outside the 
sphere of Air Features, Inc., which 
otherwise has a production monop- 
| oly on the agency’s shows which are 
/predominately conceived and writ- 
ten by Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hum- 
merit. 


Don Tranter on Buff. Times 
As 4th New Radio Editor 


Buffalo, July 6. 
Times, Scripps-Howard daily, now 
has its fourth radio columnist in 
eight months. Don Tranter of the 
Armand S. Weill advertising 


avency 
is the new scribe, joining a paper 
where his father was once sports 
editor. Tranter has had some radio 


experience himself, being a 
member of a piano team 


brother Jim, who is now radio act- | 
ing around New York. 
Column still carries the line ‘By 


| Joyce Raleigh,’ which was originated 
by the papér during the reign of 
| Kathryn Smith. 


but 
| wishing to continue in favor with | 


setting up of the placement bureau | 


in the new contract (see 


iormer 


with Als 


Chi; Takes 3 


Cincinnati, July 6. 

Of the 514 persons auditioned in 
C ‘cago last week by Crosley talent 
scouts, only three received the nod 
of approval from Bob Kennett. Mike 
trials were conducted in the Hotel 
Sherman. 

Three that passed the test: Angelo 
| Rafaelli, young tenor; Lynn Cole, pop 
|singer, and Deon Craddock, blues 
| warbler. They are to report here 
|July 12. Rafaelli did chores with 
various Chicago stations. Cole sang 
with George Olsen’s band and 
| worked on the nets in the Windy 
City. Miss Craddock also worked 
for the webs in that burg. 

In addition to vocalists, Kennett 

land his crew listened to numerous 
|candidates for jobs as announcers 
‘and for places on Crosley’s big dra- 
| matic staff. 
Tommy and Betty, on WLW for 
'the past six months, will double as 
|guests in the transcribed series 
| which Chevrolet is sponsoring on 360 
| Stations. ‘Betty’ is a kid character, 
_impersonated by Tommy Riggs. 


| 
| 
| 


GRABHORN QUITS BLAIR 


Differs Over New Production Policy 
of Station Rep Firm 


York manager of John Blairs & Co., 
is breaking with the organization 
after two years as soon as a stock 
settlement is worked out with Blair. 
George Bolling, Blair’s Detroit man- 
ager, is slated to take over Grab- 
horn’s spot, 
Split resulted 
over organization policy. 
do with the 


from a difference 
It had to 
company’s entry into 
the field of program production. 
Grabhorn discussed his decision to 
quit with Blair while attending the 
NAB convention in Chicago and 
suggested the date of effectiveness 
be settled at a later meeting in New 
York. 

Grabhorn was 
KNX, Los Angeles, 
Network. 


formerly with 


Chicago, July 6. 
When George 
& Co. manage: 
New York the 
month his place 
brother, R. H. 
now in the Chicago office. 

Charles Dilcher, previously with 
Scripps-Howard, joins Blair as 
ilesman on R. H. Bolling’s shift to 
Detroit. 


in Detroit, moves to 
latter part of this 


Bolling. Latter is 


Jean Pan! King Off 
Household Finance 


(3 


it had on WABC, New York, affer a 


] 
run of 13 weeks. 
! 


| Account had Jean Paul King mix- 
jing news bulletins with comment. 


os 


Organization of the radio scripting 
field, now in the preliminary stage, 
is not expected to get under active 
way for about a month, or possibly 


longer. Authors League of America, 


which will handle the drive, is pro- 
ceeding with the formation of its 
subordinate group, the Radio Writers 
Guild, which will do the active or- 
ganizing. 

Permission has already been grant- 
ed by the Dramaitsts Guild, the 
Screen Writers Guild and the Au- 
thors Guild for the establishment of 
a new unit to cover the writers for 
radio. With Mare Connelly, Au- 
thors League prez, in Hollywood on 
a Metro writing ticket and active 
there in the SWG fight against the 
Screen Playwrights, Inc., much of 


the radio preliminaries are being 
handled from that end. 

But a constitution for the RWG 
is being drawn up in New York. 
Membership committee has _ also 


been named to line up the ether 
writers when the setup is established. 
Composed of Kenneth Webb and 
Katharine Seymour, with Merrill 
Dennison and Charles K. Field as 
alternates. 

Air Credits 


Authors League anticipates no op- 
position from the radio execs to its 
organization activities. Aims ot the 
new Guild will be a standard 
writers contract, air credits (where 
practical), more authority in pro- 
duction of programs, etc. While it 
is not expected any strict eligibility 
rules for membership, the Authors 
League figures about 100 radio 
writers will probably join the Guild. 

Organizing is proceeding slowly at 
present. Thought unlikely that the 
Guild will affiliate with any other 
radio employee group, or with the 
A. F. of L., the CIO, or any of their 
affiliates. Authors League is and 
has been against affiliation with any 
other bodies, though usually co- 
operating on matters of sympathetic 
policy. 


OLDEST LOCAL 
COMMERCIAL IN 








Murray Grabhorn, v.-p. and New | 


LOUISVILLE? 


Louisville, July 6. 
Greater Louisville Hour, sponsored 
by Greater Louisville First Federal 
Savings and Loan Association, and 
thought to be the oldest commercial 
program on any local station (having 
aired since 1924), was recently ob- 





tained for WAVE by James F. Cox, 


Gustav Flexner is producer and an- 


[Gustav Fle manager of the station, 





and the Don Lee} 


Bolling, John Blair | 


will bé taken by his | 


Jast Saturday | 
>) pulled the early a.m. news series | 


nouncer of the program. 
Original personnel of the mixed 
quartet is still intact, and consists of 


Esther Metz, Melva Husak, Joe 
Eisenbeis and William G. Meyer. 
George Latimer is director and ac- 


| companist. 
te. 
WJR Show on WTAM 
Detroit, July 6. 

R. ©. Dun Cigar’s ‘News Comes to 
| Life’ show over WJR now being 
| shipped to WTAM, Cleveland, twice 
| weekly. Hatf-hour show, modelled 
| after ‘March of Time,’ has been on 
| WJR for about six weeks and is 
| written by Geraldine Elliott and Eric 
| Howlett and produced and directed 
by Charles Penman. 

Show, heard Tuesday and Satur- 
day nights. and enacted by ‘The 
Mummers,’ is on long-term contract 
WJR and carded for minimum 


with 
‘of 13 weeks over WTAM, 
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Arthur Church Defends and Explains 
New Contract for Program Strips 


+ 








Agencies—Sponsors 


Benson & Dall agency renewed 
two hour-seven day a week period 
on WJJD, Chicago for Drug Trade 
Products, 

















Kansas City, July 5. 

With publication of a new rate 
ecard station KMBC has brought out 
a new blanket contract notable for 
numerous discount allowances and 
principally a quantity discount for 
two or more shows. Local radio 
men are inclined to look upon this 
as an admission on the part of 
KMBEC that their rates are too high. 
Arthur Church, KMBC, parries that 
the contract is a feeler toward 
standardization in time contracts. 
Standardization has been one of his 
pet radio hobbies. Church’s station 
was the first to offer strip rates. 

Last week the first of these con- 
tracts was put into effect whenyr 
Procter & Gamble through Blackett, 
Sample & Hummei«, signed for two 
strips. 

Contract is not limited to strips 
but also may include independent 
programs and announcements and 
carries either a non-cancellable or 
cancellable clause. Non-cancellable 
contract protects the advertiser 
against rate increases for 52 weeks 
and entities him to accumulative | 
discounts. 

New discount feature is a quantity | 
discount that is earned during weeks 
when more than one strip is or- 
dered and broadcast. This discount 
is: 2 strips, 5%; 3 strips, 10%; 4 | 
strips, 15%, etc. 

While contract is apparently aimed | 
toward the large buyers Church says 
that he does not feel that the large 
advertiser is entitled to privileges 
not extended to the small buyer. He 
points out that his station rate card 
carries a single rate for national 











| 





Roy Toy Co. has invaded air ad- 
| vertising for the first time, plugging 
| 


New Tax Idea 


Atlanta, June 6. 

City Council has under con- 
sideration ordinance introduced 
by Chairman Frank Wilson of 
the tax committee. 

Would require broadcasting 
stations to pay licenses of $300 
per year, ‘because they do not | 
pay any ad valorem taxes.’ | 


‘ALICE JOY’ IN AND OUT 


a new table game, Alley Cop, with 
a test campaign on WPG, Atlantic 
City’s municipally owned station. 
Account is using a through-sum- 
mer series of vox poppers picked up 
| off the boardwalk. The ozone cam- 
| paign is being buttressed by a mer- 
chandising stunt that has 20 bathing 
| beauts playing the game on the 
beach at the time of the broadcasts. 
Carrying a test campaign for a 
new game is no unusual experience 
for the resort station. Several years 
ago Hi-Li and Monopoly received 
their first air plugging on WPG. 


OF WINNIPEG FAST Tom, Dick and Harry, from WGN, 
| Chicago, get a 15-station Mutual net 
Winnipeg, July 6. | Setup, sponsored by Fels & Co. 

A gal claiming to be Alice Joy ap- | 
peared in the city, registered at cne | Jerome Wolk & Brother, furriers, 
of the hotels as from Lou:sv'l'e, and | have taken novel ‘Audio-Grafs’ from 
then contacted program direcior WWSW, Pittsburgh, for next 13 
Harold Green of station CJRC, Win- | weeks. Program was devised by 
nipeg, offering to go on the air De-/| Allen Trench, of station’s staff, and 
spite the fact the gal scemed to it’s a contest in which sound effects 
know all the answers Gr2en became | are supposed to represent titles of 
suspicious and started checking with | pictures, books, songs, etc. Program 
the local radio eds. Denny Brown | was originally sponsored by Kelvina- 
of Tribune wired NBC for confirma- | tor-May-Stern of Pittsburgh and 
tion, answer coming from NBC that | picked up by Wolk’s when original 
Miss Joy was appearing daily on the | backer dropped it for summer. Ac- 
‘Streamliners’ show out of New York. count placed direct. 

Gal was one step ahead of ’em | 
though and had scrammed the hote] | Peter-Paul Co., manufacturers of 
leaving only a bag containing a pair | Dreams and Mounds candy, has 
of very loud pajamas. Had been in | signed with WAE, Pittsburgh, to re- 
town for one week. |} turn to air in fall for 13 weeks of 

This was second appearance of | Rhyme-a-Line five-minute spots 
‘Alice Joy’ in town. She came here based 
once before and was reported to have | 



























































1937 1936 1935 1934 
FJANUATY ccccccscece $5,041,000 $2,681,895 $2,895,037 $2,391,667 
February ecccccscece 3,299,782 2,714,300 2,758,319 2,211,637 
March eccccceccsce 3,614,283 3,037,873 3,025,308 2,507,890 
April @eeeereeeevaeeee 3,277,321 2,741,928 2,682, 143 2,373,890 
BEE 06640660400006% See 2,561,720 2,685,211 2,475,173 
JUNE cccccccvcccces Sune 2,323,546 2,380,845 2,177,857 
Total ..cessecees+ $19,947,591 $16,061,262 $16,426,863 $14,381,114 
1937 1936 1935 1934 
BE A ee $2,378,620 $1,901,023 $1,768,949 $1,405,948 
February ccccccccece 2,204,018 1,909,146 1,654,461 1,387,823 
BEOPCH oc cecee s“wecoee Ge 2,172,382 1,829,553 1,524,904 
CO ae eee eee « 2,596,238 1,950,939 1,615,389 1,371,601 
MEO Gedvesccscas eo 4,008,004 1,749,517 1,287,455 1,255,887 
PUD Sde'ctiectsees - 2,476,576 1,502,768 1,066,729 925,939 
WUE asawesdceaes $14,827,841 $11,185,775 $9,222,536 $7,872,102 
MUTUAL 
1937 1936 

SOMUOET sce cidinscveds $187,362 $166,266 

February ccccccesseces 202,088 152,064 

ree eer - 212,861 191,483 

ABT” ciiecesescevese - 167,590 137,934 

DEAT weeesaaneseaekees 133,431 129,907 

JUNE cevccccceee. NOt Reported 104,510 

TAL  saussssreesee © Kes Kee $882,164 








CBS Up 64.8%, NBC Up 29.37; Red 


~ Link $265,000 Behind Columbia 





vv 


or local accounts. 

A contract with cancellable clause 
protects the advertiser against rate 
raise during the 13-week minimum 
required of him. However, the ad- 
vertiser may protect himself against 
rate increases in whatever length of 


la letter from Gloria Le Vey, NBC | 
singer and former Winnipeger, which 
was to be delivered to Miss Le Vey’s 
mother. The letter was never re- 
ceived by the mother of the NBC 
warbler. Had the press boys on the | 
jump trying to locate her but they | 





Brent’s Cleaning Co. will extend 
its quarter-hour spots on WWSW, 
Pittsburgh, with Darrell V. Martin, 
radio ed of Post-Gazette, from 
three to five times weekly beginning 
early in September. 





NBC-Red web in California follow- | Columbia grossed $2,476576 from 
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broadcast orders he places. 

Other discounts offered in the con- 
tract are: Advertiser may place in- 
sertion orders for individual pro- 
grams and dependent upon number 
of non-cancellable weeks, or actually 
weeks used, he will be entitled to 
discounts as follows: 13 weeks, 5%; 
26 weeks, 10%; 52 weeks, 15%. Also 
at the end of 52 consecutive weeks | 





fat ' ; -4 |radio work only, and also claimed | 7. 
and gee gg nero | that she had just finished a series of (salads), 
| programs over a Louisville station. | 


of 10% 
weekly net billing. 

Insertion orders may be for either 
specified or guaranteed time. Latter 
is not movable by station or can- 
cellable by advertiser except at end 
of 13-week period on notice. 


WINNIPEG SUIT 
ON CENSORSHIP 


Winnipeg, July 6. 

Radio station, CJRC, Winnipeg, is 
being sued by W. S. Harris, organ- 
izer of the Sound Money Economic 
System Association of Winnipeg, for 
breach of contract. Amount asked 
was not stated. 

According to Harris, he contracted 
for a 15 minute spot on the station 
in order to make a speech, the con- 
tract being signed and money ac- 
cepted the day before the broadcast, 
and that three-quarters of an hour 
before the contracted time he was 
called and told the broadcast had 
been cancelled. 

Station officials state that after 
Harris had submitted his script they 
deemc:' it inadvisable to allow the 
speech on the grounds of the con- 
troversial nature of the views ex- 
pressed, adding that money deposited 
for time was available any time he | 
wished to request it. 

At first it was stated the script | 
had been submitted to the Canadian | 
Broadcasting Corp. for an official | 
clearance and had not been reiurned | 
in time for the broadcast, hence the | 
cancellation of time. Local CBC of- 
ficials stated, however, they knew 
nothing at all of the matter and had 
not seen any script. 

L. W. Brockington, K. C., chair- 
man of the CBC, and resident of 
Winnipeg, has been quoted on more 
than one occasion saying the policy 
of the CBC will foster the freedom | 
of speech, and that they did not ex- | 
ercise any censorship over speeches | 
to be delivered over private stations. | 
Only regulations the CBC found ad- | 
visable were designed to prohibit at- | 
tacks upon race and religion and to | 
ban discussions on certain subjects, | 
such as birth control, etc - 











were unable to get any track of her 
at that time, but ran a story to the 
effect that Alice Joy was in town 
and left it at that. This time they 
didn’t even bother. 

Not much known around about her 
except that she is claiming her prop- 
er name is Marion Robertson and 


| that she uses the Alice Joy title for | 


Efforts to trace her have so far been 
of no avail. 


-WSYR Nuptial Rampage 


Syracuse, July 6. 

Bill Rothrum, sports announcer: 
Paul Adanti, control engineer, and 
Frances Seevens, secretary to Bill 
Lane, commercial manager, all of 
WSYR, Syracuse, preparing to marry 
their respective sweeties on the same 
date, Aug. 17, 

Press dept. acting as emcee? 








Janet Baird, Frisco radio scripter, 
taking her seasonal respite in Hol- 
lywood and domiciled in the valley 
manse of the Hal Bocks, where mid- 
day temp of 115 is not unusual. 





White Beach, amusement park on 
Ballston Lake, N. Y., is using 
| regional radio, as well as newspapers 


| 
| 


|}and other media, to advertise the 
|season. Has one-minute announce- 
|ments, Saturday noons, up to Sep- 
tember 4, over WGY, Schenectady. 





Chambers & Wiswell, Inc., Boston, 
placing for John E. Cain Company 
Cambridge, Mass., one- 
minute announcements daily until 
August 15, 





oo Kastor, Chicago, spotting 
‘one minute e.t. daily, except Sun- 
| day, for Pursang, tonic prepared by 
the McKesson & Robbins Company, 
Bridgeport, Conn. 





Baldwin Laboratories (insecticide), 
Saegertown, Pa., taking one-minute 
participations in WGY’s Market 
Basket, twice weekly, to Sept. 17, 
through the Yount Co., Erie, Pa 





Charles Miller, graphologist, on 
WSAY, Rochester, N. Y., for Dare’s 
Mentha Pepsin. 





Gallenkamp Stores (shoes) is dis- 
continuing its Sunday night ‘True 
Detective Mysteries’ dramas over the 








Criticized Kid Show On 


AtlO PM. 


Benton & Bowles Slaps Back at Who Rapped 





MACK DAVIS’ NEW TASK 


Heads Radio Branch of CBS Artists 
Bureau 











Columbia Artists, Inc., is splitting 
its booking activities into two fields, 
radio and all other. Formerly it was 
one department thet handled all. 
Lawrence Lowman, CBS y.p. in 
charge of operations, will continue 
to boss the entire setup, but has ap- 
pointed Mack Davis to head the new- 
ly organized radio division. 

It is expected that shortiy a chief 
will be named to head the other de- 
partment which will book talent for 
pix, niteries and vaude. 

Davis has been with Columbia Art- 
ists since last August. Prior to that 
he had an agency of his own. 





Frank Lewis Joins WOR 
Frank Lewis, formeriy of United 
Artists, has joined WOR'’s, N. Y., 
publicity staff. 
He will be attached to the artists 
bureau but come under the direction 
of G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone. 


‘Gang-Busters’ Uplifters 


| National Association of Parent- 
| Teachers went on a cleanup crusade 
| again last week, bringing the brooms 
| into action against the ‘Gangbusters’ 
jand ‘Junior G-Men’ programs. 
|Charge was that both shows unduly 
'excite the kids and exert a not-too- 
| good influence on them. 

Benton & Bowles agency, in be- 
half of ‘Gangbusters,” made answer 
that the Colgate program was spot- 
ted at 10 p. m. on CBS at its incep- 
tion and kept there out of deference 
to excitable tots. The agency pointed 
up its argument with the explana- 
tion that it thought all young chil- 
dren were abed at that hour. No 


alierations were promised _ the 
Parent-Teachers, nor will any be 
made. 


‘Junior G-Men,’ airing for Fischer 
bakery account on WOR, is primed 
at kids and slotted in an early-even- 
ing niche. After negotiations the 
| Neff-Rogow agency placated the cru- 
saders by promising that in future 
number of killings in the ‘Junior’ 
scripts would be halved, and that not 
so many gory details would be aired. 





ing the July 4 broadcast to take over 
the ‘Professor Puzzlewit’ program on 
the California Blue chain effective 


July 13, .Larry Keating as the 
‘Prof.’ Shows originate in San 
Francisco. Station line-up includes 


KGO, KECA, KFBK, KWG, KMJ, 
KERN. 





W. A. Joplin Agency placed eight 
30 min. programs for the Triangie 
Milling Co, with KEX, Portland, 





Gambarelli & Davitte (wines and 
vermouth) will hit the ozone on 
WOR, New York, with a fall cam- 
paign of quarter-hour news periods, 
commencing Sept. 5. 





Knox Gelatine account shifts from 
Federal agency to Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt on Jan. 1, ’38. 





Borden will have a fall campaign 
on ‘Uncle Don’s’ WOR Kiddie Klub, 
using participatory plugs. Pedlar 
& Ryan placed. 





Richardson & Robbins (soup) ts 
recording the series it’s carrying on 
WJZ, New York, for placement on 
six other stations. Program con- 
sists of 10 minutes of harmony by 
the Revelers. 





Montgomery Ward is cutting a 15- 
minute series, ‘Neighbor Jim’ at 
NBC, New York, for placement with 
69 stations. Recording job was 
originally set to be done in Chicago, 
but the rule of the Chicago mu- 
siclans union applying to transcrip- 
tions caused the shift east. 





Morris Plan Co. (loans), through 
Leon Livingston agency, has signed 
for three announcements weekly on 
the KJBS, San Francisco, morning 
Alarm Klok Klub broadeasts. 





Howard Clothing Co., through 
J. H. Diamond & Co., is bankrolling 
quarter-hour Sunday morning pro- 
grams over KJBS, San Francisco, 
and KQW, San Jose. 





Majestic (department store), 
through Ray Brouillet, is sponsoring 
the 10 a.m. newscasts on KJBS, San 
Francisco, daily through Dec. 31. 


John Blair now 





station repping 


| Don Lee Coast Chain on switchover | 


from William Rambeau. 





A. W. Hobler, prez of Benton & 
Bowles, passed 10 days on the Coast 
to arrange for launching of the new 
Show Boat series from Hollywood. 





J. Lee Groves, 
Inc., Atlanta 


of Groves-Keen, 
advertising 





Italian Swiss Colony Wine Co. has 


begun a series of 15-minute daily | 


shows to air for 52-weeks over 
WPEN, Philly. Will be in Italian, 
originating in New York. Norman B. 
Furman, Inc., N. Y., handling. 








agency, | 
making a swing through the south. | 


the sale of hookup time in June, or 
64.8% more than prevailed in June, 
1936. It was the highest percentage 
boost for the web since September, 
1936. NBC garnered $3,003,387 the 
past month, with the comparative in- 
crease figuring 29.3%. 

NBC’s red (WEAF) link ‘ran 
$265,000 behind the Columbia take. 
Breakdown of the NBC tally for last 
month gave the red $2,211,560 and 
the blue (WJZ) trail $791,827. 

In June, ’36, NBC accounted for 
$2,323,564, as compared to $2,380,845 
in 1935, and $2,177,857 in 1934. Co- 
lumbia did $1,502,768 last June and 
$1,066,729 the year before, while 
June, ’34, gave the network a gross 
of $925,939. 


SCHEDULES JAMMED IN 
CHI DESPITE SUMMER 


Chicago, July 6. 

Nightly Symphony concerts from 
Grant Park not to get as much air 
time this year as before. While sta- 
tions and nets genuinely want to 
carry them, the increase in spon- 
sored time makes it impossible to 
ether more than a partial schedule, 
when compared to last season. 

WBBM will use two non-contigu- 
ous half hours for the concerts, and 
then, as sort of a peace offering, are 
setting aside a weekly Saturday 
noon-time 15-minute spot for pur- 
pose of interviewing those concerned 
with the production. Concerts are 
provided by James C. Petrillo, mu- 
sician’s local head and Chicago Park 
Commissioner. 

Tribune station, WGN, can find 
only 45 minutes, three times a week, 
on Fri., Sat. and Tues. On those 
nights, are offering the program to 
Mutual, but are guaranteeing only 
the local outlet. Somewhat similar 
schedule is being lined up by NBC, 
which will pick up 30 minutes 
nightly, shooting it out locally, or to 
either Red or Blue net, which ever 
is possible on night of broadcast. 











New Panama Station 





Panama City, July 6. 

New station bows on the ether 
here July 20, when HP5A. operated 
under the label of Radio Teatro Es- 
trella de Panama, turns on the juice. 

HP5A is controlled by the Pana- 
ma City Star & Herald, biggest 
newspaper here. Appointed g4.m. 
of the station is A. Villegas Arango, 
shifted over from the publication. 
Alfredo Graziana will be the pro- 
gram director. 

Representing the broadcaster in 
the U. S. is Fally Markus. 





Fred Foley, KLZ, Denver, sales- 
man, has switched to the Hower 
agency in charge of radio commere- 
cial depariment, 
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~ Remembers He’s Phi Beta Kappa 


(Don Davis, the Missing Host, in 


Moratorium on Frivolity, Writes 


an Essay) 


By Don Davis | 
WHB, KANSAS CITY 

Kansas City, July 6. | 
an NAB convention 


What’s for, | 
anyway? 

There are rumors running around | 
that a lot of stations are going to | 
resign from the NAB because this 
year’s convention was a dud; but I'll 
just betcha they don’t. Not if the | 
néw administration uses a little of | 
that showmanship which Vartery | 
says the broadcasting industry needs. 

Right at the moment, some of the 
boys are mad at Arthur Church be- 
cause Art thinks (or intimated) that 
they should come to the convention 
to get religion. And Art is mad at 
some of the boys because they frank- 
ly like to come to NAB conventions 
to get drunk and raise a little hell. | 


Now, being a fellow-townsman of 
Art’s (which he can’t help nor me 
either), I sympathize with both 
viewpoints. Nobody devotes longer 
hours, nor more serious thought, nor 
more candid camera film, to the 
problems which beset our industry 
than does Art Church. And when he 
gets all set to deliver his conven- 
tion orations, it naturally miffs him 
that a lot of the brethren are still 
upstairs in bed nursing a hang-over, 
when they ought to be down in the 
convention hall at the business ses- 
sions, getting the latest from Olym- 
pus. 

On the other hand, Art should 
realize that with the play-boy type 
of conventioneer, the serious busi- 
ness of broadcasting is entirely sec- 
ondary—while said play-boy is at 
convention. 


Just possibly, it could be the con- | 
vention’s fault! 


For example? And what to do 
about it? 

Well, here John Elmer, are seven 
suggestions from a guy who ought to 
care but doesn’t: 


(1) Let’s admit that there are all 
kinds of people in the broadcasting 
industry. Let's admit that even 
though some of them like to carouse 
around at night during conventions, 
still they ought to be saved—for the 
good of the industry. Let’s admit 
that they can learn something from 
attending convention sessions. So, 
next year, let’s start the general 
business sessions at 11 a. m—and 
really start ’em when scheduled, win, 
lose or draw. This should enable 
the night owls to sleep it off in bed, 
grab a bite of breakfast, get to the 
meetings on time, and stay awake 
while the sessions are in session. 
Meanwhile, the serious thinkers can 
arise at 6 a. m. if they wish, take 
their morning exercises, if they in- 
sist, have breakfast at the normal 
hour, and spend as much as two 
hours or more in serious, world- 
redeeming, early-morning conversa- 
tion with other serious thinkers— 
providing they remember to get to 
the business sessions on time at 11 
a.m. 





(2) Let’s have only one general 
business session a day, and have that 
one not in a meeting hall but in a 
big dining room with a decent p. a. 
system where everybody can be 
seated in comfortable chairs at tables 
for eight. Let’s have ash trays on 
the tables, and pads of note-paper, 
and room for a fellow to rest his el- 
bows. Let’s have page boys with 
roving mikes for brethren who speak 
from the floor! For an industry 
which makes its living by use of 
sound, the NAB has met up with 
more poor p. a. systems in the last 
ten years than Marconi ever imag- 
ined! Maybe the administration 
could persuade RCA or Western 
Electric or somebody to put in a 
model demonstration for the meet- 
ings! 

(3) Along about two o’clock each 
day let’s relax from serious deliber- 
ation while the nearest local radio 
stations or networks put on a little 
musical entertainment, and the hotel 
serves luncheon. Then continue the 
business session right through the 
afternoon without adjournment for 
the meal. This will keep some of 


the guys out of the cocktail bars at 
noon—maybe. 


| ones a hearing! 





(4) Every hour on the hour, invite 





Father Follows Son 


Hal Stretch, Sr., yesterday 
(Tuesday) joined the sales staff 
of WHN, N. Y. His son, Hal, 
Jr., has been peddling WHN 
time for a year. 

Elder Stretch was at one time 
an exec with Hearst’s news- 
paper advertising department 
in New York. 











everybody to get up, change tables, 
and introduce himself to a whole 
new crowd of folks. Remember that 
about one-fifth of this year’s regis- 
tration consisted of broadcasters who 
had never attended an NAB conven- 
tion before—and one of the things a 
broadcaster likes to do is to get 
acquainted with other station owners 
or managers, so he can tell folks 
what a swell station he has, or learn 
from them just what they do that 
makes their stations so swell.’ 

(5) By all means, let’s not banish 
displays by equipment and supply 
dealers! Let’s even invite the special 
representatives and the networks 
and even Variety. Transcriptions, 
for example, are the backbone of 
broadcasting to just one helva lot 
of stations. Some of us even need 
new script services, and not a few 
need new broadcasting equipment! 
Lots of us would like to hear the 
latest developments in instantaneous 
recording. And unless an exhibitor 
has something of merit for the con- 
vention, he shows just about as bad 
judgment in exhibiting as we mem- 
bers. do in not giving the worthy 
Your average sta- 
tion operator, however, is just a 
little bit leery of being lured down 
a hotel hallway to an exhibitor’s 
demonstration. In a general demon- 
stration to the assembled meeting, 
your station - owner - conventioneer 
might find that said exhibitor had 
just what he wanted—and would 
seek out the exhibitor’s quarters 
later, after the preliminary display 
of wares at the business session. 


(6) Let’s get some new faces (and 
voices and ideas) into the picture. 
And here I intend no criticism of 
those loyal and faithful workers who 
have so earnestly fathered the NAB. 
But after all, if this year’s conven- 
tion was a dud, it was because it 
held so few new thrills. Art Pryor’s 
fireworks sorta made up for the ab- 
sence of Ike Levy—and personally, 
I think we broadcasters deserve both 
barrels of all Pryor handed us. Our 
conventions do need the advice and 
opinions and ideas of men like 
Pryor... and other hard-working, 
straight-thinking agency radio heads 
who can tell us things about broad- 
casting from their point of view. 
There are the special reps; I'll betcha 
a batch of speeches from Free & 
Peters, Edward Petry, Hank Cristal, 
Voynow, Blair, Rambeau, McGillvra, 
Barrett and others of the rep gentry 
would tell the boys more in two 
hours than they learn in a year try- 
ing to sell tin cans to national ad- 
vertisers. 


(7) Let’s enlarge the exhibits of 
station promotion, and urge the sta- 
tions, networks, agencies, reps and 
equipment-supply dealers to really 
go to town with displays! This 
year’s try was a fine beginning—hats 
off to Johnnie Gillin and his helpers! 
Next year, give everybody all the 
space they can use for decent dis- 
plays—and make ’em bring extra 
copies of all their literatoor, so the 
home town boys can take away sou- 
venirs, and ideas! 


After all, what’s an NAB conven- 
tion for, anyway? I'll betcha that 
ten years from now we'll still be 
trying to solve the recurring ques- 
tion of copyright, clear-channel op- 
eration, accurate audience measure- 
ment, network domination or what 
have you. 


Meanwhile ... it won’t hurt the 
industry a bit for the 100-watters to 
meet the boys from WLW... for 
NBC to wear Mutual’s yellow car- 
nations . .. and for the playboys to 
hear Art’s speeches. 

Who can tell? 
even help. 


Maybe it might 





HARRY FOX SEES 








(Uproar i in Winnipeg Over Dismissed 





PESTIAE NEF NEN Musicians; Show Goes On Unrehearsed 


Transcription-Makers Could | 


Sooth ‘Mechanization’ 


Neurosis of Petrillo and| 


His Cohorts, M.P.P.A. 
Gen. seit _— 


ONE-TIMERS O. K. 


Harry Fox, gen. mgr. of the Music 
Publishers Protective Association, 
believes that the manufacturers of 


transcription can forestall 
drastic action against their wares by 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians. It is his suggestion that the} 
transcription men get together and 
devise a method of assessment on 
library contracts which would pro- 
vide money for contribution to the 
unemployment fund of the various 
local musicians unions. 

As proposed by Fox the allowance 
could be tacked on to the flat fee 
charged the station for the library. 
How much the allowance for the 
local union’s unemployment fund 
should be is something that would 
have to be worked out by the manu- 
facturers themselves. It might be 
a percentage of the library’s cost to 
the station, or it could be a sum indi 
vidually determined for each town, 
with this depending on local con- 
ditions of musicians unemployment. 

While in Chicago recently Fox dis- 
cussed the transcription situation 
with James Petrillo, local head of the 
musicians union and leading light in 
the movement to curb the broadcast- 
ing of disked programs, and found 


libraries 





More Mechanization 





Seattle, July 6. 
Veriphone Co, (Bruce Maburg 
and A. E. Kane, owners), is try- 
ing out recording apparatus in 
Superior courts here reproduc- 
ing arguments and testimony 
with view of installing machines 
on a large scale. Local judges 
reported pleased with quick re- 
production in typewritten form. 
Company is using hill and 
dale method of recording with 
two mikes catching every- 
thing even to the side com- 
ments not for record. If suc- 
cessful new mechanization will 

eliminate court stenographers. 











that Petrillo was far more con- 
cerned with transcription libraries 
than with commercial recordings. 

Latter, explained Petrillo, could be 
treated as a network. Once a spon- 
sored disc is aired it’s finished in a 
particular town. But when it 
comes to a sustaining (library) record 
it can be played over and over 
again by the same station. Petrillo 
indicated that when the international 
union acted on the recorded pro- 
gram issue it would strike hardest 
at the library. 

‘Allowance’ Gesture 

Fox is of the opinion that the 
‘allowance’ arrangement would ap- 
peal to AFM leaders and the con- 
tribution from library deals could be 
treated in the same light as pay- 
ments made for standby men in the 
case of live broadcasts or stage en- 
gagements. The sum relayed to 
union unemployment funds might 
total nationady anywhere’ from 
$50,000 to $100,000. 

Number of station clients held ap- 
proximately by each of the hbrary 
services follows: 





Pee) DMORMPUS, 620 ccs cccccccoes 210 
World Broadcasting........... - 138 
EE fn n.g 6504.60.00 60066080000 - 90 
Associated ..... 1... sccccccces - 80 
Langlois & Wentworth.......... 70 
McGregor & Sollie............ . 40 
& 
Geerge Heid’s Revue hitting 


KDKA, Pittsburgh, once a week as 
a 15-minute sustainer beginning July 
8. In addition to Heid, program has 
Pat Haley, m.c.; Lawson Sisters, Al 
DiLernia and Al Egizi’s novelty 
swing group. 











More Quotes 
| On Convention 


EDWIN W. CRAIG 


WSM, Nashville 








Believe that substantial benefits 


| will accrue to industry as a result of 
| certain fundamentals considered and 


agreed upon at recent convention. 


STANLEY HUBBARD 


KSTP, St. Paul 








Convention no hits, 


| errors. 


WILLIAM GILLESPIE 


KTUL, Tulsa 


no runs, no 








Convention dull to some, thanks to 
Spiritus Fermenti. Commercial man- 


agers discussion in open meeting was | 


a fine thing. It’s a swell thing for 
radio station operators and commer- 





+> — —EE 
Winnipeg, July 6. 

Local (190) Musicians union 
cracked down on the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. when efforts 
were made to drop two musicians 
from ‘Backstage’ program brought 
in as a substitute for a previous pro- 
gram, ‘30 Minutes to Go.” As a re- 


sult program under conductorship 
of Isaac Mamott is temporarily can- 
celled. Matter is expected to be 
thrashed out this week. e 

Series of conferences, ballots, long 
distance phone calls «nd general up- 
roar preceded the finai broadcast be- 
fore cancellation which went on the 
air practically unrehearsed and six 
minutes short in consequence. 

Don Swailes, secretary of the 
Winnipeg union, acting for the re- 


| leased men ordered the two men be 


cial managers to get together in an 
old-fashioned session and discuss 
their various problems no matter | 


whether they are 100 watts or 50,000. 

We all should know and under- 
stand one another better. For first 
time at the N. A. B. they discussed 
programs. Ain’t you surprised you 
have been telling them for years 
that the plays the thing. 


DR. LEON LEVY 


WCAU, PHILADELPHIA 








‘There should be two. distinct 
broadcasters’ associations. In one 
should be all the small stations. 
is, those that are strictly 
nature and have power outputs of 
100 and 250 watts and thereabouts. 

‘In the other association should be 
those stations which have been al- 
lotted regional and national chan- 
nels. It stands to reason, taking the 
Philadelphia situation as an exam- 
ple, that WCAU, with its 50,000 
watts, has little in common as to 
trade problems with WDAS, which 
doesn’t even have a network af- 
filiation. 

‘For one organization to try to 
solve such dissimilar problems as are 
faced by both sized stations means 
lack of progress. Strong organiza- 
tions of broadcasters, I think, are 
good and necessary things, but they 
should be based on a common 
foundation.’ 


JOHN SHEPARD, 3D 


Yankee Network 





| orchestra members, 
| that 


| 


| members. 


reinstated by the CBC, and when 
this order was not complied with 
ordered out all union men on the 


show. In order not to cause can- 
eellation in the scheduled shew 
Horace Stovin, western regional 


program director for the CBC, acting 
for the CBC offered to pay the two 
men’s wages (temporarily) but 
would not use them. This offer was 
refused by the union, resulting in a 
quick ballot being taken among the 
answer being 
they were willing to go on 
with the show and take a chance 
on what might follow in the way of 
union suspension or fine. 

A telephone call to Gladstone 
Murray, general manager of the CBC 
at Ottawa, resulted in the discovery 
that union rules stipulated a 24 hour 
notice be given before they would 
be allowed to withdraw any of their 
Union has only given two 


hours official notice. A second 


| ballot was taken, the decision being 


That | 
local in} 





Have no comment to make on the 


NAB convention at this time. 
we should wait and see what the 
new officers accomplish. 


Ralph Atlass Still Looking 


Chicago, July 6. 

Besides looking around for a na- 
tienal sales manager for his WIND, 
Ralph Atlass has decided to increase 
both the caliber and number of the 
station’s present sales force. 

First move was to reach out and 
take Whyth Walter from WBBM, 








Columbia key, and add him to the) wa ningt : } 
WIND staff. As yet, no sales man-'! rn ee eee 


ager has been found, but a couple 
are under consideration, and one 
will probably get the job before 
long. Several other additions to the 
regular sales force are reported to 
be contemplated. 


WGAR on 5-Day Week 


Cleveland, July 6. 








Feel | 








Five-day working week for WGAR | 
engineers and announcers was in-| 


augurated last week by John Pratt 
station manager. 

Two departments are being en- 
larged to shorten hours of staff, giv- 
ing new jobs to about a dozen out- 
siders, 


that they would go ahead with the 
show. Final ballot counted four 
minutes before air time. 

Don Swailes, when queried by 
Variety refused to make any com- 
ment on the matter, saying only that 
it was a ‘private scrap’ and that he 
refused to give anything for pub- 
lication. Mamott, also declined mak- 
ing any statement, other than that 
he was taking advantage of the two 
week cancellation of the show to 
grab a holiday in New York. 

Horace Stovin, of the CBC, stated 
there was no trouble between the 
CBC and the union, indicating that 
the CBC was in no way connected 
with the Association or dispute. 


John Elmer to 
Spend Full Day 


Whly at NAB. 


Washington, July 6. 
Close watch over headquarters 
activity was promised last week by 
John Elmer, new president of Na- 

tional Association of Broadcasters. 
Conveniently located only 40 railes 
away, Elmer plans to be a regular 
visitor at association offices and has 
arranged to spend one day weekly 
(Thursday) keeping his hand on the 
throttle. This will be an innovetion 
since all previous presidents have 
lived so far away their calls to 








Nellie Revell Restored 


Nellie Revell’s ‘Neighbor Nell’ pro« 
gram is back to its former Sunday 
niche, 11:15 a.m. on the NBC Blue. 

Fan mail expressed a desire to 
trade in an English commentator for 
Nellie’s return. NBC heeded. 





R. E. Blossom in N. Y. 
Indianapolis, July 6. 
R. E. Blossom, guiding hand be- 
hind WFBM, left Saturday (3) for 


, | week’s stay in New York, and then 


hits Bermuda for two weeks’ vacash, 


Until recently, Blossom has been 
doing job of merchandising man- 
ager of utility parent in addition te 
running radio station. 


! 


WAX LIBRARY A. F.M. BOGEY 
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| WILD LIFE STUDY OF LAUGHTER: ‘i L-_ — | 4 
| CANDID CAMERA CATCHES EFFECT 





OF PARAMOUNT’S 










The Raucous or Ribald Laugh... © Smile with Freckles... Reactia}| 


Result of seeing young lady hit in face seeing Ray sock detective in Waist) § | 


0 N 4 | M A N R | S | R [ i T | > S _ with a custard pie. with the commonly called  oné-tyl 


















nea 


ees debutante, drug store cowboy, 
savant, mugg, marble-masked matron, all were 


given chance to see, hear Paramount's “Easy Living,” 














starring Jean Arthur and Edward Arnold, featuring 
fan mail record-breaker Ray Milland. Directed by 
Mitchell Leisen.. Candid camera caught reactions 
published here, proving newest Paramount contribu- 
tion to mid-summer madness 346.77 funnier, 259.33% 






goofier than any comedy of year. Recommended to 











sweeten sour dispositions. : ) mens ne 7 

The Gurgle-Gurgle ... Result of see- The Girlish Giggle. Eftect not of hile 
ing restaurant patrons’ difficulties when but of glimpsing Ray Milland and} 
someone throws pepper in electric fan. in what is known to the trade asaclaps 





a cane epebbgine: saneit 














The Spinster Smirk... Result of Middle Western Belly-Laugh. Result ot | The Frozen Custard Chuckle... Matronly 
Jean and Ray’s being drenched when seeing Jean Arthur smash her bossover —_—smirth evoked by Edward Arnold’s hand 
the shower bath unexpectedly turns on! the head with picture frame. to hand struggle with the irate chef. 


we Sa 








The Professorial Pleased Puss . 
Result of seeing Jean’s method of bq} 
fired from job. 










x 











AN et NL UR ett ttt ttt nn een tie 
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Caused by 






Le Rire (Fr. with mustache). Effec!'® — 





The Bucktooth Grin... Result of see- The Hohokus Holler... 







The New England Nut Cracker... 
Maine and Vermont vote with nation: ing Jean make her entrance into the old seeing Edward Arnold execute a neat Jean’s being biffed on the head 4° The 
“Easy Living” isa New Dealinlaughter. _—_ office in a $75,000 fur coat. fall down a whole flight of stairs. $75,000 sable coat while riding bus:| mn, 


eta et 


JEAN ARTHUR and EDWARD ARNOLD © 


A Paramount Picture °* Directed by Mitchell Leisen , Screen /[7Y 
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The WOW or Basement Bellow 


“The Cheerful Little Tearful... Proving people 


lau 


sh till they cry at picture like “Easy Living.” 
E ; ; } h 4 


Broadway Deadpan Smirk. Caused by riot at auto- 
mat as Ray Milland gets Jean a feed on the house. 


Result of seeing final gag of picture, which hits new all time high in hilarity. First a 


grin, then a chuckle... “then “Easy Living” lays you in the aisle with laughter! 


“EASY 


ty by Preston Sturges 


LIVING” with RAY MI 


Based on a Story by Vera 


Girlish Glee “* Result of seeing Jean battle to 
break in, of all things, a pig bank. 
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Wednesday, July 7, 1937 





DRAMATIZED 
NEWS LOSING 


VOGUE? 





Sponsors seem to be doing a chilly 
about-face when confronted with 
dramatized news programs now. 
United Press, after spending around 
$2,200 on auditions of its idea of re- 
enacting headline and human news 
stories for a flock of agencies and 
clients, is reported beginning to be- 





lieve it has a dud. 


U. P. made transcriptions to dem- | 
onstrate versatility of handling dif- | 
ferent types of news breaks. Be- 
sides expense involved in hiring top- 
flight radio actors and crack script 
scribblers, a 21-pc. orch directed by 
Harry Salter was also used. After 
several weeks of high-pressure audi- 
tions, the U.P. is frankly discour- 
aged. 

Time, Inc., which for the last sev- 
eral years has had an in-and-out ex- 
perience in trying to hold a sponsor 





F.C.C.’$ WASHINGTON DOCKET  WCAU-KYW-WRI 





DECISIONS 


Washington, July 6. 


Alabama: WJRD, James R. Doss, Jr., Tuscaloosa, day 
power jump from 100 to 250 watts; WBRC, Birming- 
ham. commish reconsidered action of Feb. 16, granting 
operation on 930 kc with 1 kw nights, 5 kw days with- 
out a hearing, and designated application for hearing 
on protest of the Birmingham News Co. 

California: KHUB, Anna Atkinson, as executrix of 
the last will of F. W. Atkinson, deceased, Watsonville, 
granted involuntary assignment of license to Anna 
Atkinson, executrix; KJBS, San Francisco, denied pe- 
tition for reconsideration and grant of application for 
frequency change from 1070 to 1080 ke and change in 
time of operation from limited to specified. 

Florida: WJNO, present stockholders of Hazlewood, 
Inc., Palm Beach, granted authority for transfer of 
control of Hazlewood, Inc., from present stockholders 
to Jay O’Brien. 

Iowa: Telegraph Herald, Dubuque, granted new sta- 
tion to be operated days only on 1340 kc with 500 
watts, Examiner Bramhall reversed. 

Maryland: Frank M. Stearns, Salisbury, granted new 
station to be operated days on 1200 ke with 250 watts, 
Chief Examiner Davis G. Arnold sustained. 

Maryland: WFBR, Baltimore, denied petition for 
partial grant of application to authorize the use of 1 kw 





for its ‘March of Time’ program, 


loses Servel, Inc. (Electrolux), and | 


goes back to ballyhooing Time and 
Life mags on July 15. Servel’s stay 
will wind up after 13 weeks of sup- 
plying the bankroll. 


THAT LA-LA LANGUAGE 
MOVES TO WMCA, N. Y. 


WMCA, New York, is putting 
together ‘a novel stunt in  be- 
half of Spatari, another of those ‘in- 
ternational’ languages. Invented by 
Carlo Spatari, the new lingo is a 
code one, especially designed for 
short-wave broadcasts of  inter- 
continental coverage. It has been 
ballyhooed extensively by WBNX. 
It is built up around the eight mu- 
sical scale notes, which are invari- 
ably fixed in all languages. 

Stunt prepared by Leon Goldstein, 
new p.a. at WMCA and formerly 
with WBNX is to equip radio edi- 
tors in and around N. Y. with Spa- 
tari code books and have ’em pick 
up a sample broadcast. The editors 
are invited to pen their estimates of 
the code language and decide if it 
is feasible to future use. 


Swicegood Bosses WAGA; 











| nights, 5 kw days and for consideration of the appli- 
| cation under Rule 104.7. 


| Massachusetts: Hildreth & Rogers Co., Lawrence, 
granted new station to be operated on 680 ke with 1 
kw, days only, Examiner Walker sustained; Old Colony 
Broadcasting Corp., Brockton, denied new station to 
be operated on 680 kc with 250 watts, days only, Ex- 
aminer Walker sustained; WLLH, Lawrence, granted 
special experimental authority for a satellite station at 
Lawrence to operate on 1370 ke with 10 to 100 watts; 
unlimited time synchonously with WLLH, Lowell (1370 
ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days), commish 
sustaining Examiner Hill; Harold Thomas, Pittsfield, 
granted new station to be operated on 1310 ke with 
100 watts nights, 250 watts days, Examiner P. W. 
Seward reversed, 

Minnesota: The Times Publishing Co., St. Cloud, 
granted new station to be operated on 1420 kc with 100 
watts, Examiner R. L. Walker upheld; Michael F. Mur- 
ray, St. Cloud, denied new station to be operated on 
560 kc with 400 watts daily, Examiner Walker sus- 
tained. 

Mississippi: WCOC, Meridian, install new antenna 
system and increase night power from 500 watts to 
1 kw. 

Missouri: The Courier-Post Publishing Co., Hannibal, 
denied new station to be operated on 1310 kc with 100 
watts, 250 watts days, Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg 
reversed; Hannibal Broadcasting Co., Hannibal, denied 
new station to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts, 
Examiner Dalberg upheld. 
| Missouri: KFRU, Columbia; commish granted petition 
| to deny as in case of default application of T. B. Mc- 
Christy for new station at Brownwood, Tex., to use 
630 ke with 250 watts, days only. (Denied petition of 
T. B. McChristy to waive provisions of Rule 105.25 and 
accept his appearance. Also McChristy’s petition to 
withdraw his application without projudice.) 

Nebraska: KGKY, Scottsbluff, granted two months’ 








Junior to WSB, Atlanta extension of present license, 


Atlanta, July 6. 


Same day N. Y. dispatches an- 
nounced expansion of NBC’s Blue 
network, Atlanta Journal smeared 


its page one with news that it would 
be in on deal through operation of 


WAGA (nee WTFI, of Athens, Ga.), 
in conjunction with Liberty Broad- 
casting Co, 


Physical setup is being rushed so 


station will be ready by Aug. 1, 


date set for 10 new Dixie outlets 


to go on air. Transmitter is situ- 


ated three miles from center of city 


and 375-foot vertical antenna, high- 
est in Georgia, is under construction. 
Station will go on air with 1 kw day, 
500 kw night. 

Both WSB and WAGA will be under 
supervision of Lambdin Kay. Jesse 
M. Swicegood, former manager of 
WATL here, will be manager and 
Earle J. Pudney, formerly with 
WIBX, Utica, N. Y., and the Muzak 
Corp. of Ohio, and now program 
director of WATL, will become pro- 
gram director and chief announcer 
of the new station. 


WMBC to Hagedorn 


Horace Hagedorn, station rep, has 
added WMBC, Detroit 100-watter 
sans any network affiliation, to his 
string. 

Brings. the Hagedorn representa- 
tion to a total of six stations. WMBC 
has had no rep heretofore, 











Lady Exporter on WIP 
Philadelphia, July 6. 
WCAU has added woman com- 
mentator to staff. She is Lucy A. 
Goldsmith. Will be aired first time 
at 5.45 p.m. today. Miss Goldsmith 
was first woman export manager in 
country, directing foreign trade for 
Aeolian Company from 1909 to 1924, 
and has met numerous European big- 
shots, 
Was foreign trade adviser to Primo 
de Rivera, late dictator of Spain. 


New Jersey: WMFL, National Broadcasting Co., Inc. 

Bound Brook, granted changes in equipment, reduc- 
tion of power to 500 watts and addition of Al and A2 
emission. 

Ohio: Allen T. Simmons, Tallmadge, granted new 
high frequency experimental station using frequen- 
cies 31,600, 35,600, 38,600 and 41,000 with 100 watts. 

Ohio: WGAR, Cleveland, denied authority to transfer 
control of corporation from G. A. Richards, Lee Fitze 
patrick, John F. Pratt and P. M. Thomas to WJR, the 
the Goodwill Station, a Michigan corporation, Exam- 
iner Walker reversed; Continental Radio Company, 
Columbus, denied new station to be operated on 1310 
ke with 100 watts, Examiner Irwin sustained; Conti- 
nental Radio Company, Toledo, denied new station to 
be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts, days only, 
commish sustaining Examiner Seward; WALR, Toledo, 
denied permission to move studio and transmitter from 
Zanesville to Toledo, Examiner R. L. Walker reversed; 
Community Broadcasting Co., Toledo, granted new day- 
time station to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts, 
commish sustaining Examiner Walker. 

Oklahoma: KGFF, Shawnee, application for fre- 
quency change from 1420 to 1430 ke, night power in- 
crease from 100 to 250 watts, dismissed without preju- 
dice, commish upholding Examiner Seward. 

Oklahoma: WBBZ, Estate of Charles Lewis Carrell, 
Adelaide Lillian Carrell, representative, Ponca City, 
granted renewal of license on temporary basis, subject 
to cancellation without advance notice or hearing at 
any time by the commish, pending disposition of the 
estate of C. L. Carrell, deceased. 

Pennsylvania: WCAU, Philadelphia, granted new 
high frequency experimental station using frequencies 
31,600, 35,600, 38,600 and 41,000 ke with 100 watts. 

Texas: KOCA, Kilgore, granted day pcwer boost to 
250 watts; WDAH, Tri-State Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
granted day power boost to 250 watts. 

Washington: Central Broadcasting Corp., Centralia, 
granted new station to be operated on 1440 kc with 500 
watts, Examiner John P, Bramhall sustained. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


California: Plans of Frank P. Doherty, owner of 
KRKD, to transfer his property for the sum of $100,000 
were frowned on by Examiner P. W. Seward as traf- 
ficking in licenses and placing a price tag on the sta- 
tion far in excess of its value. 

Sum of $58,000 was charged to ‘good will and going 
concern value, by Doherty in the $100,000 contract 
entered into with J. F. Burke, Sr., and Loyal K. King, 
tvansferees. Since transmitter appears to have been 





whether the station has any going concern value or 
not,” Seward charged. 


Doherty, former owner of KECA and KMTR, Los 





losing money consistently, ‘it is extremely doubtful . 


Angeles, was represented by Ben S. Fisher and Charles 
V. Wayland. 

Interference difficulties which would result from 
the change were quoted by Examiner Tyler Berry as 
the only reason for a turn-down for KROY, Sacra- 
mento, on its appeal for a change of frequency, juice- 
jump and change in hours of operation, 

Disturbance within an area which is at present in- 
terference-free would occur to the service of KGIR, 
Butte, Mont., if the application were granted, Berry 
found, and considering the area ‘does not enjoy equal 
broadcasting facilities with the idea proposed to be 
served,’ an unfair distribution of facilities would result. 

Station, which requested a change of frequency from 
1210 to 1340 ke, extension of hours from daytimes to 


unlimited and increase in power from 100 watts to} 


250 watts nights, 1 kw days, was represented by Ben 
S. Fisher. 

Louisiana: Daytime power boost for WSMB, New 
Orleans, was recommended by Examiner Seward, who 
found the applicant could improve service if permit: 
ted to make full use of its frequency. 

Increase to 5 kw should be given the NBC outlet, 
Seward told the commish, from its present assignment 
of 1 kw. Station would continue operation on 1320 kc. 

Paul D. P. Spearman appeared in behalf of WSMB 
Inc. 

Missouri: Scrap between KSD, St. Louis, and KFUO, 
Clayton, over the 550 kc frequency which both trans- 
mitters share was temporarily terminated by Examiner 
Seward, who recommended granting of the KSD appli- 
cation. KSD, owned by St. Louis Post-Dispatch, has 
not played ball with KFUO, Seward charged. Smaller 
station, owned by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, 


claimed 62 time encroachments by KSD, principally | 


caused by KSD failing to sign off at the proper time. 

As a penalty, Seward recommended that KSD, in- 
stead of receiving full time operation should have its 
service curtailed. KFUO should be permitted to in- 
crease its service to one-half time, he told the commish. 
Time at present has been split between them, with 
KSD receiving $1 hours to KFUO’s 26. Both stations 
should have their applications renewed, Seward said. 

Paul M. Segal and George S. Smith appeared for 
KSD, with William Stanley, J. Edward Burroughs, 
George O. Sutton and Otto Karbe representing KFUO. 

Oregon: Transfer of KOOS, Marshfield, from the 
Pacific Radio Corp. to Shelton F. Sackett, newspaper 
publisher, and two other individuals was stymied by 
Examiner Seward on grounds of excessive price. Fact 
that outfit also listed ‘permits and good-will’ for sale 
roused Seward’s ire. 

Depreciation value of transmitter was set by the 
corporation at $9,029, while a commish engineer esti- 
mated it at $5,248. Replacement costs quoted at $12,951, 
were nearer $6,965, engineer testified. KOOS price- 
tag was fixed at $14,000. 

Attorneys for KOOS were John C. Kendall, Ben S. 
Fisher and Charles V. Wayland. 

Texas: New station for WACO was nixed by Ex- 
aminer Berry because of the unfamiliarity of the ap- 


plicant, T. E. Kirksey, with the area proposed to be | 


served and the slipshod manner in, which a survey of 
the locality was conducted to ascertain the demand for 
a new transmitter. 

Request for operation on 930 ke with 250 watts 
nights, 500 watts days, should be waste-basketed, Berry 
said. Applicant was represented by Elmer W. Pratt. 

West Virginia: Switch from daytime to unlimited 
service for WBLK, Clarksburg, was approved by Ex- 
aminer Seward, who found a need for additional night- 
time service in the area to be served. 

Slight interference might be experience by WPAY, 
Portsmouth, O., Seward admitted, but not sufficien‘ to 
justify denial of the application. Transmitter, which 
operates on 1370 kc with 100 watts, was represented 
by Ben S. Fisher. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Colorado: KLZ, Denver, new high frequency broad- 
cast station. 


Kansas: Carl Latensq, Atghison, new station to be 
operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts, days only. 

Michigan: First Baptist Church, Pontiac, authority to 
transmit programs to CKLW, Windsor, Ontario, Canada. 

Montana: KFBB, Butterey Broadcast, Inc., Great 
Falls, boost day power from 2% to 5 kw. 


Nebraska: KGKY, Scottsbluff, authority to transfer 
control of corporation from A. W. Hilliard to L. L. 
Hilliard, 42 shares common stock. 

New York: WGNY, Peter Goelet, Newburgh, in- 
crease day power from 100 to 250 watts. 

North Dakota: Frank Ray, Dickinson, new station 
to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days. 

Ohio: WNOX, Scripps-Howard Radio, Inc., Cincin- 
nati, increase night power from 1 to 5 kw; WGAR, 
Cleveland, boost night power from 50 watts to 1 kw, 
day power from 1 to 5 kw. 

Pennsylvania: Reading Broadcasting Co., Reading, 
new high frequency relay broadcast station on 31,100, 
34,600, 37,600, 40,600 kc with 10 watts. 

South Carolina: WFBC, Greenville News-Piedmont 
Co., Greenville, install directional antenna for night 
use and jump night juice from 1 kw to 5 kw. 

Texas: Sam Houston Broadcasting Association, 
Huntsville, new daytime station to be operated on 1500 
ke with 100 watts. 

West Virginia: Kanawha Valley Broadcasting Co., 
Charleston, new station to be operated on 1500 ke 
with 100 watts. 


SET FOR HEARING 


California: Adams Recording Studio, San Diego, au- 
thority to supply electrical transcriptions to XEBG and 
XEMO, Tia Juana, Mex., to be delivered by private 
carrier. 

Georgia: WRBL, Columbus, install new equipment, 
change frequency from 1200 to 1330 kc, jump power 
from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, to 1 kw all times. 

Iilineis: Sherman V, Coultas, Milton Edge and Hobart 
Stephenson, Jacksonville, new station to be operated on 
1310 ke with 100 watts. 


Meet With Union 
On Autumn Scale 


Philadelphia, July 6, 

Representatives of KYW, WCAYU 
and WFIL will meet wth music union 
\exezs in the offices of Dr. Leon Levy, 
prexy of WCAU, Friday, for confab 
that should go a long way toward 
solving the old music-radio battle 
| here, 
| <A. q.t. get-together of Doc Levy; 
A. A. Tomei, union prez; and Rex 
| Riccardi, union secretary, in Doc’s 
| Office last Wednesday, paved the way 
| for Friday’s gabfest. Last Wednes- 
| day’s talk was at behest of radio sta- 
|tions, not the union. Tomei and Ric- 
|cardi were invited to attend by 
| David Bortin, WCAU attorney. Bor- 
| tin was not present, however. 

WCAU expects definitely to have a 

| house band in the fall. Meyer Davis 
|now has the inside track and will 
likely get the spot, although every 
j|band leader in Philly is pulling 
| strings. 
Circumstance which gave local its 
| opportunity to hammer the wedge in 
hard was announcement that Philly 
orch Friday night commercials next 
season probably will be extended 
from 30 minutes to full hour. Last 
year, station as penalty for carrying 
program had to pay 80 men of orch 
double the regular commercial rates. 
Same edict would be in force next 
fall. But with prog twice as long, 
amount would be so huge that the 
difference between the double and 
ordinary commrcial scale would 
more than pay for a house band, 

Levy, at last week’s conference, 
offered the union $48 a week for 16 
;men, two hours a day for 40 weeks. 
| They would be required to play for 
| spot announcement programs and 
| sustaining, but no full straight com- 
;mercial. Tomei wants a consider- 
| ably higher scale and four more 
| men. 
| Jim Begley, program director, or 
| Leslie Joy, station manager, or both, 
| will represent KYW at Friday’s con- 
fab. A conference between them 
and the union has already been held 
in regard to Jan Savitt’s termer, 
which, like all contracts between 
musicians and radia stations, peters 
in September. Station wants to con- 
tinue under same conditions as last 
year, except it desires privilege of 
using bandsmen sustaining or com- 
mercial. Now paying $45 for 16 men. 

Since union has professed to see 
light on the combo rate, only thing 
remaining is getting an equitable 
scale. Direct negotiations between 
Savitt and station have already been 
completed and hinge only on union 
deal, 

WFIL rep Friday will be Don 
Withycomb, general manager. Sev- 
eral conferences have already been 
held between him and union. He also 
wants combo privilege. Now paying 
$38 for 12 men. 

Talks between Ben Gimbel, WIP 
prexy, and Tomei have also taken 
place. Gimbel wants a renewal of 
the present contract, which pays $37. 
He wants only sustaining. Union de- 
sires certain conditions improved and 
addition of two more men. Gimbel 
has not been invited to general meet- 
ing Friday. 


ED WYNN CITED AS 
TAX DODGE EXAMPLE 


Washington, July 6. 

Legal tax avoidance by Ed Wynn 
was decribed before Congressional 
committee probing tax dodging last 
week by Treasury Department of- 
ficials, Fire Chief was said to have 
ducked $196,728 in levies by setting 
up personally-owned corporations 
to receive his checks from Texaco 
and other sponsors and employers. 

By creating Sonny Keen Produc- 
tions, Minny Lee, Inc.; Wynn Com- 
mercial Enterprises, and Airwynn, 
bespectacled entertainer cut his tax 
liability on fat earnings, headed by 
$5,000-per-broadcast check from the 
oil company, to less than half of 
what he would have owed if he had 
received the compensation directly. 
He reported his personal income, 
from the companies, at $261,067, and 
gave the revenooers $150,353. Treas- 
ury experts say he should have 
added $550,367 to his receipts and 
paid another $196,728 in taxes. 
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— 


time. 
treme caution in recommending a 


coterie takes control. 





Why Radio Is a Crazy Biz 


Providing a classic example of the political tiptoeing some agencies 
have to go through is the relationship now existing between a certain 
agency and its food account. Those running the business are split into 
two factions, with the dominant position of each shifting from time to 
Rather than lose the account the agency 


It may think the show at hand an excellent one for the product 
and its merchandising problems but it is afraid that what the cur- 
rent dominant faction comsiders okay will be damned when the other 
Agency feels that the best way around the 
situation is to show no enthusiasm in recommending anything but 
leaving it to the two factions to fight out the selection between them. 


has exercised ex- 
program. 








Pacific Coast Radio Notes 


Margaret Emahiser, formerly with 
KHQ and KGA, Spokane, now ham- 
mering keyboard in publicity de- 
partment for KOL, Seattle. 





Vie Hurley now on continuity at 
KOMO-KJR, Seattle. 





Harry Elliott left his Frisco base 
to aid Dave Carter and his Holly- 
wood CBS staff in grinding out and 
planting Shakespeare copy. 





Nate Tufts, producer of Joe Pen- | 


ner’s Cocomalteaser, will his 


layoff in Jersey. 


pass 





Lieut. William Biber east to scare 
up a national account for his war 
drama series, ‘Experiences of a Mil- 
lion Men,’ recently sponsored on 


KFWB (Hollywood) by auto dealers. | 





Harry Ommerle first of the Holly- 
wood agency producers to step out 
with a Brummelish swish. 





Lynn McManus recruited from the 
east to script the new Fleischmann 
summer show. Sandy Barnett, Lux 
writer, dished up the opener. 





G. A. Palmer, Australian scripter, | 
in Hollywood to pick up some point- | 


ers—and drop off a few. 





Don Wilson, exalter of Jello, 
getting his first touch of grease paint 
at Universal. He’s doing a character 
bit in ‘Behind the Mike.’ 





Julietta Novis and Paul Keast 
warbling with Frederick Stark’s ork 
across the Mutual web from KHI | 
(Los Angeles). 





phony trick at KFI-KECA (Los An- 


geles) and ducking the publicity | 
Hall Bock doubles over from | 
| Carmen Dragon left San Francisco 


chore. 
National Broadcasting. 





George Fischer, Mutual pic gos- 
siper, taking bows for being the first 
to put Shirley Temple on the air. 
Occasion was preem of moppet's pic- 
ture at Carthay Circle, L. A. 





Thomas Conrad Swayer now dish- 
ing up his commentaries on both 
KFI (Los Angeles) and KNX (Holly- 
wood) for Sweetheart Soap. First 


time one chappie. hits both nets reg- 
ularly, 





Kenneth Spencer, Negro basso, 
rejoins the NBC staff in San Fran- 
Cisco this week for the summer. He’s 


a student at the Curtis Institute in 
Philadelphia. 





Knickerbocker Quartet 
Stevens, George Nickson, John Teel, 
Armand Girard) will fill a guest spot 
On the Tales of California drama 
over KGO, San Francisco, July 4. 





Charles Gerrard reading commer- 
Cials on ‘One Man’s Family’ during 
the Sunday and Wednesday airing 


this week from the NBC San Fran- 
Cisco studios. 





Bert Buzzini of KYA, San Fran- 


Cisco, vacashing in New York. Back 
at work July 12. 


Joan Callaghan, secretary to Wil- 
bur Eickelberg, manager of KFRC, 


San Francisco, vacashing in Yosemite 
National Park. 








Karl Barron, formerly with WIP 
hiladelphia, and various California 


P 


| 


| radio and screen soprano, answered 


| NBC’s San Francisco studios. 
| Claire planed east the following 


| 
Jose Rodriguez back on the sym- | 
|a new operetta, 


(Robert | 


stations, is the newest 


KYA, San Francisco. 


George Nyklicek subbing for 
Charles Runyan, NBC staff organist 
in San Francisco, while Runyan va- 
eashes. Nyklicek is on the KYA 
staff. 


mikeman at 





Ralph Patt, announcer at 
Detroit, doing month’s 
| West Coast. 


WJR, 
sojourn on 


Matilda Tringali, 16-year-old con- 
tralto, will warble 





with Johnny | 


| O’Brien’s Harmonica High Hats in | 


airings over coast NBC networks 
|from San Francisco starting this 
| week. Girl won a Bennie Walker 
| tyro contest on KGO several months 
| ago. 

H. O. Feibig, account exec for the 
| Ralph Brunton stations, KJBS, San 
| Francisco, and KQW, San Jose, is 
| vacashing in Denver and o0.o.’ing a 
number of transmitters en route. 





Dick DeAngelis is verse-spieling 
on a new Sunday airer, ‘Golden 
Treasures,’ over KJBS, San Fran- 
| cisco. 


Coleman Cox, philosopher and 


| of thrice-weekly morning programs | 





| to be measured 


Spon 
ut 


IRS WANT 








CBS Reticent and NBC Eva- | 


sive on How Much It Costs 
to Seat Pass-Holders 


NOT AUDITED? 


0 SERVICE 


CBS is officially reticent and NBC 
is evasive about the cost of seating | 


a customer’s 
view of 
radio studio. 

Reason for the mum attitude is un- 
doubtedly because of the surprisingly 
high cost of cuffing 
shows. Breakdown of all the ex- 
penses entailed indicates that CBS is 


admitted to each broadcast. 
That includes rental 


customer for a visual | 
a broadcast in a New York | 


the public to the | 





“ASCAP Challenge in Washington Heard 


Wicwidcasians ram Defende Law Which Per- 
forming Rights Soc. Calls Unconstitutional 





Radio ‘Resignation’ 


Following dialog occurred 
last week in a New York so- 
cial club between two local sta- 
tion press agents who are 
friendly: 

First p.aa—‘When are you tak- 
ing over my job?’ 


Second p.a.—‘Next Wednes- 
day. Why?’ 
First p.a.—‘Oh, nothing. I 


just haven’t been notified.’ 
Second p.a.—(Turning red)— 
‘I thought you knew.’ 











‘1933 Audition 


necked around 48c. for each persen 


for the for- | 


mer legit theatres, all costs of main- | 


tenance including help, taxes and the 
mechanics involved. 


Not lessening | 
the expenses any are the numerous | 


rehearsals held in the three broad- ; 
| 


casting barns in the a.m.’s. 
there are never audiences present, 
spots have staffs on hand for the 


| smoothing-out processes. 


NBC, with its audience-accommo- | 
dating studios bunched under the 
same roof with all the other depts. 
of the company, claims no break- 
down has ever been made of the ex- 
pense of oakleying onlookers. When 
asked, the Treasurer’s Office of the 
web broke out a spinaker in an ef- 
fort to“be evasive and conjured up 
calculus fermulas which it was al- | 
leged would be necessary to arrive 
at any remotely accurate figure. 

It was said that the space alloted | 
audiences in the studios would have 
and deducted from | 


| the rent paid for entire quarters, plus 


| miniscule 


: .. | pages, 
| newspaper columnist, began a series | 


} 


| 


_last week over KSFO, San Francisco. 





Bernice Claire, musical comedy, 


the questions of Bill Holmes, radio 


Pos music editor of the Oakland 


Post-Enquirer, in a Woman’s Maga- 
zine of the Air broadcast (1) from 
Miss 


day to sing in the world preem of 
‘Salute to Spring,’ 
in St. Louis, Mo. 





| for Hollywood last week to arrange 

music for Meredith Willson’s orch 
on the new Show Boat series be- 
ginning Thursday (8). 








computations on ushers, 
etc. Fact that rubbernecks 
rambling ’round on the NBC studio 
tours are eased in and out at 40c. 
per head would also enter into such 
an expense, as would wear on car- 
pets, cost of dusting and removing 
chewing-gum wads from chair bot- 
toms. 

It is an oversight on the part of 
NBC if the network doesn’t break 
down the real figure. It might be 
less than CBS’, and that would be 
a big gloating satisfaction. 

Anyway, it’s no dank, dark secret 
that each company dislikes cuffoing 
the customers at the company ex- 
pense. The only reason each does is 
because the sponsors demand it. 





‘TRADE COMMISH RAPS 
NATIONAL SILVER (0. 


| Pinky Lee motored to San Fran- | 


| cisco last week with his wife and | 
Lee is set for a stanza at the | 


son. 
Golden Gate theatre starting 
| Wednesday (7), then goes to Holly- 
, wood for two weeks before return- 
ing to New York for new NBC air- 
ings. 
| San Francisco Opera Guild is 
|plugging its Gilbert and Sullivan 
| Festival in the Greek Theatre on the 
| University of California campus, 
| Berkeley, in two sustainers over 





R. H. Schofield, of KIRO, Seattle, 
is back to work after operation in 
hospital where co-workers of sta- 
tion presented him with layette and 








KGO, San Francisco, July 8 and 15. | 





Washington, July 6. 
Misrepresentations in radio copy | 


While | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


| 





Basis of Damage 


Suit Vs. B.5.D.&0. 


Temporary injunction 


Household Finance's 


against 
broadcasting of 





| discourages 


‘It Can Be Done’ over NBC will be | 


asked by Sol Rothschild in the 


Brooklyn supreme court next Mon- 
day (12), Rothschild is also suing for 


$50,000 damages, claiming that the 


| sociation 


show with Edgar A. Guest is an in-| 


fringement of one that he broadcast 
over WRNY in 1932, auditioned for 


| NBC in May, 1933, and that had been | 


submitted for him to B.B.D. & O., 
|}agency on the Household account, in 
| the spring of 1933. ; 

Rothschild admits that none of these 
|contacts was made by him person- 
ally, but that all the sales repre- 


|sentation on the program was left 


to the late Charles D. Isaacson, of 
WRNY. In a supporting affidavit 
Alyce Kushman claims that as sec- 
retary of the late Charles Isaacson 
she recalled paying a visit to Bruce 
Barton, then B.B.D. & O. prez., to 
present the program. B.B.D. & O. 
counsel declare this statement to be 
basically absurd since Barton has 
never concerned himself with radio, 
but left this department entirely to 
the direction of Roy Durstine, for- 
merly gen. mgr. and now prexy. 
‘It Can Be Done’ is built by the 
B.B.D. & O. agency in Chicago, 
which claims that it developed the 
program idea in co-operation with 
Guest and that it knew nothing of 
the Rothschild program of 1932. 
Counsel for B.B.D: & O. has called 


Tacoma, July 6. 

Three judges of the Federal bench, 
composed of E. E. Cushman, Tacoma; 
Bert E. Haney of San Franc 
John C. Bowen of Seattle, took un- 
der advisement a test case in which 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers seeks to have 
declared unconstitutional the new 
Washington state music copyright 
law. 

Battery of attorneys argued the 
case in an effort to break the law, 
which compels ASCAP to place on 
file with the state secretary a list of 
its copyrighted compositions, thus 
giving users due notice. 

Counter action by ASCAP was 
brought against 10 county prosecu- 
tors. Station KMO, Tacoma, inier- 
vened on behalf of the Washington 
State Broadcasters Assn. Two New 
York attorneys, Herman Finklen- 
stein and Louis D. Frohlich, for 
ASCAP made the major arguments. 
E, C. Mills, chairman of the board 
of ASCAP, detailed the Society’s for- 
mation. 

Deposition by Harold Weeks, a 
composer, refuted Mills’ testimony. 
Weeks in his deposition said ASCAP 
local talent and as a 
monopoly operates for the benefit of 
a few composers.’ 

Arguments on behalf of defend- 
ants were made by Clarence C. Dill, 
counsel for the Washington State As- 
of Broadcasters. Following 
all-day arguments the three Federal 
judges took the case under advise- 
ment. 

Outcome is 
radio 


and 


eagerly watched by 
broadcasters, theatres, cafes 


'and anybody using music for profit. 





a list of titles of the same name and | 


|dealing with the same theme, 16 from 


novels and short stories, seven from 
legit plays and five from radio. 
During 1923, Rothschild was _ in- 
| jured in an auto accident. He 
|fered a complete paralysis of the 
lower part of his body. Doctors are 


suf- | 


sponsored by National Silver Co., | said to have despaired of his life, but | 


New York, were assailed Wednesday | Rothschild, after being bedridden for 
(30) by Federal Trade Commission | 


in formal complaint charging unfair 
competition. 

Company was accused of duping 
potential customers by announcing 
prices via printed and radio adver- 
tising which are greatly in excess 


‘write his book, 


two years, regained muscular control 
|} and movement in his body. 

This, it is stated, inspired him to 
‘It Can Be Done.’ 


|The book contains an introduction by 


| 


of the normal prices of their prod- | 


ucts. Then the silverware is offered 


/ retailers at much lower figures and 


‘Advice to Expectant Mothers’ as a | 


shower indicative of quick recupera- 
tion. 


Saul Hass, KIRO, Seattle, due 
back from Washirgton and New 
York this week. 





put on the market at 
duced prices,’, Commish sa:d. 
Company turns out ‘King Edward,’ 
‘Devotion,’ ‘Candor’ and ‘Martha 
Washington’ panes alaeall tools. 


New Physiogs at WIP 
Philadelphia, July 6. 


Martin Oebbecke has been ap- 
| pointed assistant to Clifford C. Har- 
|ris, technical supervisor at WIP. 


| James Peterson 


Patricia Wilder drew a 13-week | 


ticket on Jack Haley’s syrup show 
from Hollywood. 

Archdale Jones bowed out as pro- 
ducer of ‘Hollywood Extra On 
Air’ on KFI (Los Angeles). 
Clark and Glan Heisch doing 
trick. 


the 


the | 
Don | 


has been upped to 
equipment supervisor and LeRoy 


Nuss has been added to panel staff. 


Jessie Kane, secretary to WIP 
| prexy, Ben Gimbel, isas resigned to 
hit the bridal trail. She will be 
succeeded by Ann* Emilie Schmidt, 
secretary to Clifford Harris, tech- 
nical supe. Newcomer, Hilda Grud- 
gins, to take Harris’ dictation. 


Nellie Revell and is illustrated with 
works of noted comic artists. It 
was in 1926 that Rothschild claims to 


|have dramatized parts of his book 
| for wares in this city. 


‘greatly re- 


JESSELS AND CARRS IN 


NEW COAST MUTUALS 


July 6. 
Don Lee chain is concocting two 
shows here for the Mutual network. 
First to go out will be a revue 
headed by George Jessel and Nor- 
ma Talmadge (Mrs. Jessel). Other 


Los Angetves, 


| will be a comedy turn, with Nat and 


Alexander Carr doing their 
and Mawruss’ dialect routine. 
Jessel program is being sold to 
regional sponsors, with the east al- 
ready set. Piece carries tag of ‘30 
Minutes in Hollywood.’ 
Both shows break in the fall. 


‘Max 


| posers’ 


The theatres in the state have not 
intervened a ey 


JURY TO HEAR 


SESAC SUIT 


Atlanta, July 6. 

Georgia Court of Appeals Friday 
(2) ruled the suit of the Society of 
European Stage Authors and Com- 
Ass’n against the Savannah 
(Ga.) Broadcasting Co., operators of 
WTOC, should be submitted to a 
jury, 

Organization brought its suit in 
Savannah City Court for a judgment 
of $525 allegedly owed by the broad- 
casting company under terms of a 
non-exclusive license to broadcast 
musical compositions under its con- 
trel. 





Cincy Social Report 





Cincinnati, July 6. 
Don Becker, of Transamerican, 
and his wife visited with their folks 


|in Cincy over the weekend. Pooled 


their luck with Frank M. Smith, 
Bob Kennett and Jim Krauters, of 
WLW-WSAI, and with L. B. Wilson, 


| of WCKY, and his missus at the La- 


tonia track Saturday (3), 

Bob Jennings, in charge of WSAI, 
Cincy, and his wife are on a fort- 
night’s holiday in the East. 

Winfield K, Hunter, program traf- 
fic manager of WLW, was married 


July 3 to a West Virginia belle in 
Charleston, W. Va. Eldon A. Park, 


the station’s 
wes best man. 
Hunter has been with the 
Radio Corp. since 1931. He started 
ai the broadcast-research depart- 
ment and of late has been ac ive in 
the formulation and development of 
the WLW line. 
Mixed Career 
Indianapolis, 
Cliff Courtney 
at WIRE here. 
Came on after last winter as Prof, 
of Speech at Park School for Boys, 
local private spot for pounding 
education into the heads of the In- 
dianapolis 400. 


program co-ordinator, 


Crosley 


July 6. 
is new spieler on 
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~ Brooklyn Chop Suey Case Settled 


It’s Been Settled Before and F. C. C. Not 
Unanimous This Time—Costly Mess | 











in a recommendation from Walker 
that all parties be ousted. After the 
second set of hearings, Hill early in 
when the Federal Communications! 1935 recommended a grant to the 
Commission ordered three stations | Brooklyn Eagle, which muscled in, 
out of existence and split the 1400| and denial of the renewal pleas of 
ke berth between WBBC and | the four occupants of 1400 as well 
WVFW. Application of the Brook-|as of the plan of WEVD to shift | 
lyn Eagle for full time was knifed. | from 1300 to full-time on 1400. The 
Four-year-old muddle wound up | Broadcast Division partially accepted 
in a 4-1 division, with Commissioners | Hill’s suggestion, nixing his alterna- 
George Henry Payne and Paul C. | tive idea that Arde Bulova and Nor- 
Walker not participating. Vice- | man K. Winston get the spot in case 
Chairman Irvin Stewart, who retired | the Eagle was not favored, but 
the day of the decision, filed his | granted WBBC renewal license with 
second dissenting opinion, opposing | half-time. This solution was un- 
the stand of Chairman Anning S.| scrambled by the full membership 
Prall and Commissioners Thad H. | three months later. 

Brown, Eugene O. Sykes, and ah 


man S. Case. not been disclosed, but it is under- 


Effective Sept. 15, the Commish | stood he favored shifting WEVD 
order deletes stations WARD and | from its present berth to the 1400 


Washington, July 6. 
Bewhiskered Brooklyn cases were 
settled for the second time last week 





Grounds for Stewart's dissent have 


WLTH, subsidiaries of the Jewish | space. Whether he wanted this sta- 
paper, The Day, and gives their 





tion to get exclusive occupancy or 
merely the room opened up by dele- 
tion of WARD and WLTH has not | 
been established. His opinion is be- 


space on the clock to WBBC,. which 
now goes from 1-4 to 3-4 time. Re- 
maining fraction is awarded WVFW, 
which received a renewal permit on 


| ing held up by other members until | 
the same terms as before. Eagle’s| the majority statement is ready for | 
application was waste-basketed. publication. 


Whether there will be further pro- 


: ; was no sur- | 
ceedings in the hard-fought rivalry, 


Goodfellow | 


The Eagle fade-out 
prise. Although the 


pete page Boi ae * con- | sheet fought vigorously in the} 
a ntikety to ‘aaahio antht or edo second round, the application was 

, ~ 3S “j i 7 “Iing’s | 
had a squint at the formal statement | "°t, Pressed during this spring’ | 


gabfest. 


LB.E.W. SPURTS 
IN CHICAGO 


of facts by the 
Steward’s minority views. Cost 
item, which already has reached a 
staggering proportions in view of 
three prolonged hearings since the 
pleas were filed, may block an ap- 
peal to the courts. 
Politics and Religion 

Aside from the politically trouble- 
some WOV-WLWL case settled last 
fall, the Brooklyn mess was the 
worst dish of radio chop suey ever 


minority and 





placed before the Government Chicago, July 6. 
agency. Religious and political is- Sudden surge of organizational ac | 
sues, which ‘never broke into the 


tivity on the part of the Interna-| 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical | 
Workers local in Chicago to bring | 
the radio station engineers into the | 
fold. Are campaigning for recruits. 

NBC and Columbia outfits here | 
have inside unions. IBEW is laying | 
off them for the time being. 


Most of the indie station managers | 
are making no move to hinder the 
organizing of their engineers by the 
American Federation of Labor unit. 

There are about 75 engineers in| 
local radio affected by the IBEW | 
drive. j 





open, complicated the decisions, 
forcing the Commish to order two 
public hearings before examiners 
and finally to spend several weeks 
itself ventilating the complaints and 
ambitions of the conflicting groups. 
Final verdict differs notably from 
the recommendations of the two 
examiners—George H. Hill and 
Ralph L. Walker—and from the only 
prior decision, handed down by the 
Broadcast Division in 1935 and later 
upset by the full Commish in 1936. 
First round, which involved only 
the four partners on 1400, wound up 











‘Bad Taste’ Travesty 





Jack Mills, head of Mills Mu- 
sic, Inc., last week asked the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers to find 
out from NBC why it permitted 
Beatrice Lillie to do a travesty 
on ‘America, I Love You’ on the 
Kolynos program last Wednes- 
day night (30) without obtain- 
ing permission from the copy- 
right owner (Mills Music). 

Even if permission, Mills said, 
had been asked, he would have 
turned it down. He added that 
in his opinion any travestizing 
of the tune, particularly when 
done in dialect, as happened in 
the case of Miss Lillie, couldn't 
avoid being in bad taste. 











640 DECISION 
STARTS FIGHT 


; were 





Washington, July 6. 
Last-ditch fight over the right of 


Federal 
sion newcomers to settle cases pre- 


Communications Comniis- 


viously presented to other members | 
| was assured last week when 
| chinery was started for appeal from 


ma- 


decision of the D. C. Court of Ap- 


| peals upholding the decision in the 


sensational ‘640 case.’ 

Heartened by a dissenting opinion 
criticizing the Commish, Eastland 
Co. and Congress Square Hotel, lat- 
ter the licensee of WCSH at Port- 
land, Me., asked the court to stay 
the operation of the majority opin- 


ion and served notice of intent to} 
ask the Supreme Court to review the | 
Congress 
Square contend the decision which | 


record. Eastland and 
gave Portland Broadcasting System 
a franchise for a daytime outlet on 
the KNX channel, conflicts with the 


will of Congress and is not com- 


| patible with F.C.C.’s own rules. 


The Broadcast Division’s ruling 


was sustained by a split decision of | 


| 





———_—————= 


: Reverse 10 of 25 Examiner Reports 





F, C. C. in Pre-Recess Rampage Sets Down 
15 Applications—Only 9 Get Through 





Lingual Issue Criticism 


By So. African Radio Exec 





| being 


Brought Out Loud Protest 


Capetown, June 4, 
Battle, which for a time threat- 
ened to blow the chairman of the 
South African Broadcasting Corp. 


out of his job, is raging over the 
question of separate language pro- 
grams. Fireworks has died down to 
some extent, but rumbles are still 
heard from the _ outraged 
citizenry who want their programs 
in Dutch. 

Uproar started when the chairman 
stated that demands for separate 
programs in English and Dutch 
‘venomous and stupid.’ South 
African dialers, who figure they pay 
the broadcasting piper and should 
have the say about what tunes he 
plays, hit the ceiling so hard they 
bounced. 

Protest meetings were held here, 


in Johannesburg and elsewhere be- | 


| fore large turnouts. Chairman was 


censured and demand was made that | 


the recent referendum, in which | 
75% of the license holders voted for | 
| separate programs, be adhered to. 
| Pointed out the chairman is a pub- 


lic servant and cannot dictate what | 
language must be heard over the | 
who pay the en- | 
tire cost of running and staffing the | 


| air, that listeners, 


radio stations, should decide the 
question. 
Proposal that the chairman be | 


|called on to resign was cheered, 
but meeting later voted to give him 
chance to correct conditions. Broad- 
casting Board was requested to pro- 
ceed at 
missions in Dutch and English. 





the appellate court a week ago, with | 


four members pooh-poohing the 
squawks about irregularity in pro- 
cedure. Justice Harold M. Stephens, 
however, was sympathetic toward 
the principal beef. 





HANON TO LADY ESTHER 


Bob Hanon, who came east for 
several auditions including the 


Woodbury tenor spot, has joined the | 


| Wayne King-Lady Esther programs 
back in Chicago. 
Last-minute booking. 








WRITING 


MILTON B 


WROTE 


WILL WRITE 


“ZIEGFELD 


Under Contract to 


MERVYN LeROY 


Commencing Nov. 1 





IRV S. BRECHER 


sponsored by Gillette. 
SOLE AUTHOR—45th consecutive week. 


Screenplay (in collaboration) 


~NEW FACES OF 1937” 


an RKO-Radio picture. 
6 


a Messrs. Shubert Production. 


E R L E program 


FOLLIES” 


Management: 


IRVING MILLS 








Reporter-Folice Lieut. 


once with separate trans | 
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Washington, July 6, 
True potent figures in broadcast 
business were on the casualty list 
this week after the Federal Commu. 
nications Commission Friday (2) 
held the first of two mop-up sessions 
to dispose of raft of 


aminers’ 


pending ex. 
reports before summer re.« 
cess. Among those thrown for 
were Clarence C. Dill, Scripps-How- 
ard, and George A. Richards, of WJR. 
Detroit; WGAR, Cleveland. ind 
KMDC, Beverley Hills 


Reversing a variety of recommen- 


losses 


| dations from examiners, 
three Broadcast 
(Chairman 


two of the 


Division members 


Anning S. Prall having 
walked out earlier in the week) put 
ithe knife in Richards’ plan to con- 
|solidate ownership of his Michigan 
i}and Ohio transmitters, 
jtion to into the 
|D. C., radio picture, and Continen- 
| tal Radio’s (Scripps-Howard subsid) 
plan to go on the air in Toledo and 
| Columbus. 

All together, Chairman Eugene O, 
|Sykes and his side-kick, Gov. Nor- 
iman S. Case, hard-heartedly nixed 15 
| applications, mostly for new outlets 
and dismissed one. Only nine appli- 
cations came through the Commish 
| sieve. 





Dill’s aspira- 


move Washington, 


Examiners Suffered almost. as 
many blows as applicants. 
ites upset recommendations in 10 of 
| the 25 cases. Most mauled was Ex- 
aminer John P. Bramhall (who has 
| figured in numerous tough cases in 
|the past), who had three reports ash- 
}eanned. Ralph Walker and R. H. 
| Hyde were bruised in two cases, and 
. Mel Dalberg, and P. W, 
| eward in one each, 

In California, Marvsville;Yuba City 
|Publishers, Inc., were denied new 
| station on 1,140 k.c. with 250 watts, 
days only, Commish reversing R. H. 





Tries Broadcasting Idea) Hyde; Times-Heraid Publishing Co., 


Lincoln, July 6. 

KFOR will air a trio of weekly | 
traffic programs using Dick Bennett, 
former Journal reporter, now police | 
lieutenant in charge of traffic. Ben- 
nett will interview traffic officers, 
| one each program, and accident vic- | 
tims, too. 

If it clicks, the deal will be ex- 
tended Bennett spent term at the 
Northwestern University police 
school, 





McDonough Joins Yankee 
Boston, July 6. 

Dick McDonough, formerly with 
WBZ and WBZA, Boston and Spring- 
field as sports commentator moves 
over to the Colonial and Yankee 
network. 

Will be sports editor for the news 
service of those nets. 


| Vallejo, was denied new station on 
11320 ke with 250 watts, days only, 
|Commish upsetting Examiner John 
|P. Bramhall; Golden Empire Broad- 
|casting Co., Marysville, denied new 
iooe~ station to be operated on 
140 ke with 250 watts, Examiner 
Fale H. Hill sustained; George 
|Harm, Fresno, granted new station to 
be operated on 1310 ke with 100 
|watts. Commish reversing Examiner 
| Hyde; Loyal K. King, Pasadena, de- 
nied new daytime station to be op- 
erated on 1480 ke with 250 watts, 
sustaining Examiner Walker. 


Honolulu drew a nix when Adver- 
tiser Publishing Co., Ltd., was de- 
nied new station on 1370 ke with 
| 100 watts, Examiner Irwin reversed; 
|Fred J. Hart denied new station to 
, be operated on 600 ke with 250 watts, 
bonaeereas Irwin sustained. 
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COIN TO TOWN 


A swell chunk of mid-summer buying power 





under the influence of a single station that has 
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A NEW RESEARCH WORK 
FOR RADIO EXECUTIVES 





Orders for the first annual VARIETY 
RADIO DIRECTORY are increasing 
daily. 7 


This advance demand is mosily from 
radio executives who have only seen 
an outline (dummy) since the DIREC- 
TORY is now but on its way to press. 


Significant, however, is that the out- 
line alone has convinced these men 
that this new publication will accom- 
plish its purpose. 





| For distribution late this month. 


Price: five dollars the copy. 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Altention-Getters. 














Tie-Ups, Ideas 


| vision of Lou 


‘is John Harrington, 


| taken to Catalina next 
| Chicago Cubs 


are being lined up for a team to be 
spring when 
do their spring train- 
ing stint. 
Schools are under direct super- 
Fonseca, director of 
the American League, 
manager of the Chicago 
Acting as his 
sports announcer 


promotion for 
and former 
White Sox. 


| whom WJJD borrowed from WBBM 


and Columbia, to do the games. 


assistant | 


| Guest instructors are the guest an- | 


| nouncers 
| Tinker, 
|and Walter 


is sce tencadatateetaa 
O tst din Stunts: ment scroll invites plenty of peeps 
utstan g * over his shoulder. Bally man is a 
member of the Lexington Minute 
Men and looks and acts the part. 

7 s 
HOLIDAY MOTORING Local radio columns have paid more 
BULLETINS attention to the stunt than any radio 

WOR, NEW YORK showmanship gag in months. 

Angie: oldest form of advertising | 
ao . used to plug the newest. 

WOR's Tr. he bed City Supplementing this summer stunt, 
Station WOR won pA pan the Colonial net has mailed resort 
otatlio ’ Or age D- j ateards fri fe ‘fferent vacation 

licity, strengthened official ties in 8 ag a ‘ speedy: Ragaaiont y mon ait. 
New Jersey, its geographically- al- sontadbw calling attention to possibili- 
located ‘home state,’ and otherwise es of reaching vacationists by radio. 
‘had something’ in a holiday week-|, ,ons the postmark Newport, 
end tie-up with traffic and safety Lexington, Laconia, N. H., Salem, 
campaigns eins Sadibeaetna’ ‘loucester, Bos- 
Below New York City the densely Mass., Nantuck Glot ‘ 


®aveled holiday routes through New 
Jersey constitute a police problem 
Head Cop Mark Kimberling char ted 
an ‘expectancy’ of nine deaths and 
255 accidents on a basis of previous 
years’ statistics. Trying to reduce 
such gruesome records is a custom- 
ary holiday week-end ambition of 
the police. 

WOR devoted a series 
casts, two minutes every hour, all 
through Monday (5) afternoon and 
evening to telling auto radios where 
the bottlenecks were, how traffic was 
flowing and issuing safety warnings 

Story sent out by New Jersey State 
Police rather than station got it to 
city desk attention and sidestepped 
the radio columns. 


of broad- 


‘Home te Listen to WDAS'’ 
Philadelphia, July 6. 
WDAS is using daily cartoon, 2 
cols. by 3 inches, on radio page of 


Evening Ledger, to popularize sta- 
tion. Space obtained through time- 
space swap deal with the sheet. (Don 
Davis of WDAS, Kansas City, has 
similar stunt.) 

Cartoons, inked by Jim Guenther, 
picture people left in humorously 
embarrassing position by someone 
walking off and leaving them. They 
shout (in balloons) ‘Hey, where you | 
going?’ to which reply is ‘Home to 
listen to WDAS.,’ 

Hope of station is to 


popularize 
tag-line, 


‘Home to listen to WDAS.’ 
Colonial Network’s Stunts 
Boston. 
Colonial Network is arousing 
plenty of attention downtown with a 
street bally of a town crier in buff 
and blue Colonial costume. During 





noon hour, for three weeks (start- 
ing June 28), the costumed spieler | 
clangs a bell, announces five late 


afternoon and evening programs of 
that day, in brief too sentence plugs, 
then winds up with: Note Ye well! 


Few hear my voice, but millions 
hear the voice of the Colonial Net- | 
work.’ 


Costumed ballyhooer covers the 
busiest business areas at lunch time, 
including Newspaper Row. Not only 
does the bell and costume get atten- 
tion, but an official looking parch- 


ton and Pawtucket. 


Earl Glade in Two Places 
Salt Lake City. 
wake Rotarians at last week's 
heard Earl J. Glade, gen- 
of KSL, preside over 
luncheon meeting, although he was 
in Chicago attending the National 
Broadcters association convention. 
Glade, who is third vice-president 
of local club, conducted chore of pre- 
siding from waxed discs operated by 


Salt I 
meeting 
eral manager 





studio employe. Recording timed 
properly and even included banging 
of gavel 
Newkirk’s Coast Coup 
Beverley Hills, Calif. 
Three girls murdered in Ingle- 
i wood, near here. Same day bodies 


were discovered by six Boy Scouts, 
| Van Newkirk had them on KMPC 
| relating their experiences leading up 
|to the gruesome find. He built a pro- 
|gram around the narration, playing 
heavy on the fine work being accom- 
| plished by the youthful organization 
|in assisting peace officers and rising 
to the occasion in other emergen- 
| cies, 

Triple slaying has been the hottest 
| topic locally in years and dailies 


lin this 


onthe 
Tris Speaker, 
Johnson, 


program; 
Joe E, Brown, 
among others. 


Joe | 


Every boy participating gets a but- | 


ton making him a member of 
school, and no box tops or 
proofs of sale are required 
trance. Plan to have a 
series at the end of the season, to be 
held at ha field, and there ad- 
mission ill probably be a Kellogg’s 
Corn Flakes’ box top 

First day the school was run 
an attendance of approximately 
boys between ages of 


other 
for 


boy city 


saw 
5,000 
eight and 16. 
Studios Used for Meetings 
St. L 
and 


with 


duis. 
local 


To bring advertisers 
dealers into closer contact 
tion, KMOX invites their 
tions to hold sales meetings in 
conditioned KMOX studios. 
Organizations recently entertained 
manner by KMOX 


air 


| Brown & Williamson tobacco dealers; 


| Roosevelt the 


| fore a meeting of the Boys’ 


|have devoted columns to the crime | 


and hunt for the slayer. After New- 
|kirk’s coup, other transmitters set 
up facilities at Inglewood police sta- 
tion to report progress of the man- 
(hunt. Real reason for the line set-up 
|is that town fears a lynching if slay- 


|er is captured. 


Baseball Schools for Kids 
Chicago, 

Special play for kid audience is 
being made by Kellogg’s, with its 
baseball broadcast on WJJD. 
pages in all five Chicago newspapers, 
| were taken 
| the baseball schools which are being 
run in connection with the broad- 
| cast. 

School is run two days a week, 
each time in a different neighbor- 
hood park, and on Saturday morn- 
ings, the most proficient of the 
week’s try-outs, are taken to Wrig- 
ley Field to be further weeded out. 
There, a game is played, and players ' 


own 


| both equipment and acts, 


Full | 


last Saturday plugging | 


Associated Grocers 
Grocers of St. Louis. 


members of 
General 


and 
and 


Other Roosevelt on Wax 


New York City. 

Thursday (8) WOR will broadcast 
a 15-min. program on which will be 
heard the transcribed voice of Teddy 
Roosevelt on the radio for the first 
time. 

Robert Vincent, in 1913, visited 
First at his home in 
Oyster Bay and got him to have a 
short speech transcribed on a now 
out-dated wax disc to be played be- 
Progres- 
sive at one of their conven- 
tions. 

The spiel deals with juve 


League 


uplift. 


WGN’s Window Display 
Chicago. 
in town to have its 
show windows, WGN, Chicago 
Tribune station, uses them to plug 
changing 


Only studio 


displays monthly. 

Use photo-montage 
with material in front. 
was of sound effects. 
in front, with pictures 
| giving explanation of how each was 
i}used. Present alternates to acts, 
next will show transmission tubes 
and equipment. 


backgrounds 


Charity Slant for Sponsor 
Toronto. 


sta- | 
Organiza- | 


the | 


en- | 


include | 


A ——s 

















- a 
Washington. July 6 

Sen. Wallace White (Rep? of Maine late today (Tues.) introduced 4 
resolution calling for investigation of radio industry. Senate [nter- 
state Commerce committee would conduct. 

About 25 specified points for investigation include network and 
newspaper domination, F. C, C. laxity and the financial structure 
generally. 

Burton Wheeler, hot on radio himself, is chairman of this com- 
mittee. Other members include anti-block booking champion Neely, 
of W. Va., Bone of Washington, Barkley of Kentucky, Wagner of 
New York. 

may include postage stamps, vw! JURISDICTI 4 
| pins, pipe cleaners, ete. ON 
Team of Bert Pearl and Wally 
Armour, when not playing pianos, 
|take the mike to read list of items 
they will buy. Team tries to sell ! 
larticles back on next program and JAMS WHN N Yy 
turn money over to charity. 9 e 4 
Apparently plenty of plants are in 
audience to pep up program With _ 
ionly studio audience of 100, team . 
' was able to buy such odd items as L. K. Sidney, of WHN, New York 
lan arm band, bodice, mouth organ, | Spent all day yesterday (Tuesday) 
ash tray, etc. Failed to buy only | giving testimony to the Federal gov- 
| three items called. Swing band and |ernment labor board examiner on 
piano team supply music. the situation affecting union panel- 
—- + men at WHN. 
Flaw in Suecess Story Engineers at WHN are o1 yanized 


Lancaster, Pa. 

Probably the most popular good- 
will builder yet employed by WGAL 
|} here is its Lost and Found Depart- 
ment, which it handles in connection 
with city and state police. Program 
|has no set period or frequency and 
{the number of broadcasts depends 


|}upon the importance or 


the number 
of things reported lost. 

Ernest Stanziola, Station Program 
Director, complains, however, that 
station’s batting average is very low 
when it comes to recovering lost, 
strayed or stolen hunting dogs. 


Vox Pop Roles Reversed 


Norfolk, Va. 


| Jeff Baker, WTAR announcer for 
ithe 7 Up Man on the Street Pro- 
motion, did a twist the other after- 
noon. 





Last display | 
Stuff was laid | 
and cards | 


and | 





Howard Lindsay of J. Walter} 
Thompson agency here is responsible | 
for ‘Radio Auction’ show heard Mon- 
days over CFRB. Fair name of 

|charity gives half-hour airing added 
talking point. Idea is that members 


of studio audience have to produce 
five articles valued at no more than 
50c. each to gain admission. Items 


| 
| 
| 
| 








Grand Rapids... 
Kalamazoo ...... 
Battle Creek..... 
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RADIO STATION IN 


... WFDF 


PLUS THE KEY STATION 


Detroit WX ¥ ZNBChlue 


GIVE PROFITABLE COVERAGE OF MICHIGAN'S BIG 
RICH MARKETS OF OVER 4 MILLION PEOPLE BY 


The MICHIGAN RADIO NETWORK 


OPERATING ON FULL DAILY SCHEDULES OF COMMERCIAL AND SUSTAINING 
PROGRAMS: JUST LIKE COAST-TO-COAST NETWORKS OPERATE 


The ONL 





.WOOD-WASH 
.WKZO 

. WELL 

.WJIM 

.WBCM 


.WIBM 








EIGHT RADIO 
STATIONS IN 
MICHIGAN’S EIGHT 
LARGEST CITIES 

















| distributed to 


Arranged to have the crowd by 


the Norva Theatre quiz him con- 
cerning the bottle product. 

Change of pace from usual blah- 
blah 

WGAL Draws a Crowd 
Lancaster, Pa. 

A novel remote planned to call at- 
tention to the new equipment and 
| better facilities of WGAL here by 
|visual means was recently staged 
under the direction of Walter Miller, 


station manager. 
Station’s new antennze 
painted and Miller sent 
nouncer Eddie Gundaker to the top 
of the tower in a boatswain’s chair 
to interview the painters. Gundaker 
riding a two foot plank and _ sur- 
rounded by control box and other 
equipment took the high 
spent a gleeful 15 minutes 
the town as seen from aloft and kid- 
ding the crowd in the street by 
means of a special amplifier system. 
Stunt whick had plenty of ad- 
vance publicity both on the air)| 
and in local newspapers attracted a 
crowd of several hundred people and | 
drew nearly a hundred questions | 
which listeners wanted announcer to 
ask painters he was interviewing. 


was being 
chief an- 


WTMV’s Pamphlet Series 
St. Louis. 

.WTMV has prepared a series of 
nine advertising pamphlets, as at- 
tractive as anything produced by any 
station in this section, which are 
local prospects 
national agencies at rate of one each 
ten days. First one asks ‘Is radio 
advertising in St. Louis expensive?’ 
and then 


ride and | 
describing | 


by ARTA 100%,:but the theatrical 
crafts in IATSE threaten to strike in 


Loew theatres if the C.LO. rival 
recognized. 

Government will take the matte 
under advisement. Sidney wants to 
be told what union to do business 
with, 

Pappy Cheshire’s Motor Trek 


St. Louis, July 6 
To keep ‘Pappy’ Chesire’s person- 
ality on the Slack Furniture Co. pro- 
gram and at°same time permit 
tion’s Hill Billy. boss and 
enjoy vacation, _KMOX 
number of one-minute 
from ‘Pappy’ spotted at 
points on itinerary. 
These records are interpolated in 
Cheshire’s regular a.m. ‘billy’ pro- 
grams during his motor trip that is 


sla- 
family to 
waxed a 
greetings 

various 


embracing Dallas, El Paso, Los Aa- 
geles, Salt Lake City, Omaha and 
several other points. 

WTMV salesman, Al Raver, re- 
turns to East St. Louis hospital for 
further treatment on skull injury 


suffered in auto accident 


ago. 


three years 


Leslie Lieber guests on the 
can Can (Ben Be 


Ameri- 


1e) program over 


NBC-blue on July 6. 

Paul Sabon replac! ng the King’s 
Jesters at the LaSalle hotel, Chi- 
cago. 
| Jim Hennessey added to WTMY, 
|E. St. Louis, announcing staif, 


| 


and | 


eplains that WTMV’s rates | 


are lower than other stations al- | 
though it reaches 317,600 listeners 


in Metropolitan St. Louis. Others 
assert ‘You're in the show business— 
if you have a product to sell St. 
Louis’; ‘What's the answer 


to bigger | 


profits in St. Louis on smaller ad- | 
vertising budgets?’ 

Pamphlets prepared by Woody 
Klose, program director, and William | 
H. West, head WTMV, are drawing | 


considerable 
users 


attention from radio 


Indianapolis Boy Scout Stunt 


Indianapolis. 


WIRE grabbed nice publicity on 
Boy Scout Jamboree, now in prog- 
ress in Washington. D. C. Local sta- 
| tion had recording made at National 
| Capital by Indianapolis pheno at- 


| tending, rushed back to Indianapolis, 


and put the disc on last Sunday (4) 


| for 15-minute stanza. Got relatives 
and friends talking up WIRE for 
bringing them their absent one’s 
voices for period 


One scout even got in a hello for 


an unnamed girl friend he left be- 
|} hind here, for his jaunt to Wash- 
| ington 


| Wolfe, 


KROY 
chief 


ager of Sacramento. E. E. 


engineer at station, has 


| nOW assumed managership as well as 








his technical duties. 
bin is now 


Lucille McCub- 
handling 


Lundy. 


publicity at | 
KROY; addition to sales staft is El 


| 8-B8:15 A.M. 
In Baltimore, sla 


. . | 
RK. E. Barrington has quit as man- 
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PHONE CO. ANSWERS 


+ 





American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. admits that the airmile charges 
involved in Delaware represent an 
increase over the old circuit mile 
pookkeeping. This is in answer to 
charges filed some weeks ago with 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission by Clair McCollough, of the 
Mason-Dixon Radio Group, regional 
network with headquarters in Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

Dispute, according to Y i Ae T. 
(speaking for its subsidiary, Dia- 
mond State Telephone) involves 
only $7 monthly. Asked to comment 








Shepard’s Experience 


John Shepard, 3rd, in re- 
sponse to query from VARIETY 
explained his experience with 
A. T. & T. as follows: 

‘New basis has reduced our 
eost of local lines in Boston 
from 30% to 50°. he mini- 
mum does not affect us. In 
Providence and _ Bridgeport 
some prices went up and some 


went down so jt is. about 
even. Rates were effective 
Jan. 1, 


John Gillin of WOW, Omaha, 
is still on circuit cable at 75 
per quarter mile, rate in force 
several years. 











on this statement, McCollough 
Variety that the ‘phone company is 
trying to confuse the issue if they 
claim: Delaware rate dispute amounts 
to only seven dollars.’ 

Considerable publicity last fall en- 
couraged broadcasters to anticipate 





brought under this method. 











keeping, A. T. & T. states 540 sta-| 
tions out of the national census of | 
685 broadcasting units have been | 





In Hollywood 





Hollywood, July 6. 

Consensus among local sta- 
tions would indicate revised 
phone schedule in effect since 
Jan. 1, effecting station saving 
from 10% to 15%. Minimum 
under airmile schedule for first 
quarter is $3.50 against circuit 
first half mile of $1.50. 

Some operators claim reduc- 
tion greater on short haul than 
long haul. 











An an- 
nual saving of $250,000, estimated in 


advance by telephone auditors, is, 


| however, not uniform in its applica- 


tion. Geographic conditions and the 
relation of the three sites—studio- 
exchange-transmitter—might favor 
some stations and not others. 
Delaware proved, the phone com- 
pany avers, the exception to the rule 
that, considered state by state, the 
rates were equal or lowe! Phone 
company has now put it up to the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion as to a return in Delaware to 


| the former circuit mile computation. 


told 


reductions in line charges for local | 


transmission (not network, which is 
entirely separate and apart from the 
issues raised by 


McCollough). | 


Former circuit mile was computed | 


as the actual distance by wire, in- 
clusive of all detours in 
Rate was 87 cents per quarter mile. 


New airmile system measures the ac- | 


tual distance between station, cen- 
tral phone switchboard and trans- 
mitter and is figured at $1.25 per 
quarter mile. 

Since the adoption of ihe airmile 
system of radio transmission book- 


routing. | 


| 


| 
| 


| 


States still on circuit mile charges 


are New York, Pennsylvania, Ne- 
braska, Iowa, Minnesota and both 





Detroit Slightly Less 


Detroit, July 6. 


Minimum quarter mile for 
airmile local telephone trans- 
mission is $3.50 with $1.25 


charge for additional 
miles. 

Went into effect Jan. 1. 
Slightly less than formerly. 


quarter 











Dakotas. Latter five states all be- 
long to Northwest Bell. 

In his original complaint to F.C.C. 
(May 13), McCollough said, among 
other things: 


‘As of May 1, the Diamond State 


| for the 
| proximately 44% for each additional 


| instead of the old method of route 





Telephone Company, Bell Telephone 
subsidiary in the State of Delaware, 
increased our rates for local remote 
broadcast lines approximately 243% 
first quarter-mile and ap- 


quarter-mile. 
‘Using air-line measurement for 
mileage, which we heartily favor, | 


measurement, radio stations are sup- 
posed toe get a reduction in cost. 
However, the joker now comes to 
light in Delaware, with a minimum 
charge to WDEL and WILM of $3 
for the first quarter-mile and $1.25 
for each additional quarter-mile. 





Chicago Situation 


Chicago, July 6. 
Local Telephone transmission 


line cost from 25 to 40% less 
since airmile system _ substi- 
tuted for circuit lines. Great- 


est saving is to Station WIND 
because of long haul. WGN, 
WCFL and WJJD less saving 
because of short distance. 


Remotes minimum cost are: 
First quarter mile, $4 Sub- 
sequent costs, first half, $5.50; 
three-quarter, $7; mile, $8.50. 


Short hauls run about same as 


when circuit lines. Long runs 
cheaper. Switchover went into 
effect Jan. 1, and is for all 
Illinois. 











Heretofore, the cost was $0.8742 per | 
quarter-mile irregardless of length 
of line with no minimum charge. 


‘This means networks and larger 
stations using long line hauls are 
now receiving lower rates by air- | 


line measurement while hundreds of | 
stations operating in cities where | 
most of their broadcast lines are | 
purely local loops, a few quarters of 
a mile in length, will suffer an in- 
crease in 





| 


rate beyond all reason | 


| when the new rates become general.’ 





Dorothy Worthington set Reinald | 
Werrenrath repeat July 13 on Ham- | 
merstein music hall. Same office ; 
booked Channing Pollock for Heinz | 
July 26. | 


|and KRGV, West Laco. 


LAIR McCOLLOUGH 


—————— 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


With the idea of eventually raising the standard of radio writing, a 
series of semi-annual awards for outstanding scripts and productions will 
be made by Radio Script Fundation, of New York. Radio Events, Inc., is 
behind the thing and is putting up the coin. 

Awards will be made on the recommendation of a board of judges, rep- 
resenting various branches of show business. Members include Brock 
Pemberton, Carl Reed, Selena Royle, Alfred J. McCosker, Ben Gross, Dr. 
O. H. Caldwell, Georgia Backus, Paul S. Ellison, Lloyd Jacquet, J. M. 
Koehler, William Burnham and Antony Stanford. 

First prize will be $100, second and third prizes will be $50 each, and 








fourth prize will be $25. Production director of the winning script will 
also get an award not yet decided upon. While the matter is still un- 
settled, understood some members of the committee are in favor of re- 
quiring that the ten best scripts, from which the final selections will be 
made, be judged in an actual performance or via wax. On the other hand, 
Georgia Backus and J. M. Koehler, who organized the idea of the com- 


establishing 
expense for 


are anxious to avoid 
involving unnecessary 


petition and are dividing the bankroll, 
too many entrance requirements and 
contestants. 


Script entrants are to be submitted by radio stations, according to the 


present rules. 


Some thirty-odd stations throughout the country have paid $250 each 
for de luxe copies of the convention program published last year by the 
Democratic National Committee for the Philadelphia huddle which renom- 
inated President Roosevelt. 

When the books were Democratic 
money; 


the 
campaign 


originally published last 
National Committee used ’em as a means of raising 
$385,525 was realized from ads; $481,467 from sales. 

With a deficit recently, the committee took 1,500 of the fancier editions 
which remained on the shelves, got the President to signature sheets of 
paper, and pasted ’em in the books. 


yeal 


Of the eight southern stations added to the NBC list last week or two, 
WNBR, Memphis, and KXYZ, Houston, will have their schedules made 
available also to Mutual clients. Others in the group of NBC newcomers are 
WAGA, Atlanta: WSGN, Birmingham; WROL, Knoxville: WJBOQ, Baton 
Rouge; WDSU, New Orleans; KFDM, Beaumont, Tex.; KRIS, Corpus Christ, 
All alliances become effective Aug. 1. 

Entry of the eight will make it necessary for NBC to put out a new 
rate card immediately. Network distributed the last one several weeks 
ago, effective July 1. 

New shares of Columbia Broadcasting System were approved for listing 
on the New York stock exchange by the board of governors at a special 
meeting last week. Actual trading in shares, however, has not started, 
Action stepped up the price for both CBS ‘A’ and ‘B’ stock, in Over-the- 
Counter market, with the bid prices around $28 and the asking quotation 
high at $30. 

Employes in the newsroom of a Denver station were worried for a few 
hours after they had invited the new owner of the station to leave their 

(Continued on page 52) 








As the good ship WLW sails on the 
ocean of Business to the land of 
Prosperity, are you aboard “The 
Empress of the Air Lanes”? 


Every National campaign must 


include... 


THE NATION’S STATION 
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Schools for Air Condi tioning Training 


Using k Radio to Drum Up Students 





+> 
Chicago, July 6. SHAKESPEARE IN CANADA 
Schools that make money teach- . 
ing young men how to make money | NBC and CBS Example May Be 
in new businesses are a common Followed 
phenomenon of any ‘trend.’ At | grant ‘ 
present the expectation of air con- Winnipag, July 6. 
ditioning and refrig yer ation expan- Government-controlled Canadian | 
sion has made the ‘school’ thing in | Broadcasting Corp. is expected to 
that field big. jump to a Shakespearean cycle in 
3 he fall. Localities have already been 
At least three such institutions are fter the CBS officials in town ask- | 
currently using radio to drum up). wm to carry either the CRS or 
comers More tuition-seekers are NBC Shakespearean blasts and it 
expected to buy time. eg ee that the proposed series 
“Three now operating and using om nt 
radio in an increasing degree are But bevond the fact that they 
Utility Engineering Corp. of Chicago honed to do a series in the fall, noth- 
Refrigeration and Air Conditioning ing more was said, with local radio | 
Institute of Chicago, Refrigeration) .jitj-; still asking. ‘How about 
and Air Conditioning Training Corp taking the American produced 
of Youngstown, Ohio. shows?’ 
At the N. A. B. convention last 


month Bob Barrett and Harold Hig- 
gins of the Chicago WOR office got 


WCPO Moving Studios 





talking to Hugh Rager of First 

United Broadcasters, agency han- 

dling Utility Engineering, and be- tS pe ei 

fore they got finished talking "age incinnatl, « get 

okayed a once weekly 15-m.inute WCPU, (Scripps-Howard) witt 

shot on WOR, New York. soon transfer its studios and office 
Ming ga. at. "i from the Hotel Sinton to another 


How They Bat at KMOX 
St. Louis, 


downtown location Necessary to 


July 6 permit expansion. 
Merle S. Jones, asst. to James D. Identifying itself as ‘Cincinnati’s 
Shouse, gen. mgr. KMOX, departed news station’ WCPO now has 14-0f 
Monday (5) for Chicago to become 


its quarter-hour and 10-minute reg- 
ular news periods bearing commer- 
cial tags. Two of them are for 
day stanzas; Resthaven Memorial, a 


western mgr. of radio sales for 
CBS. Bob Dunville has been upped 
to replace Jones and Bob Sampson, 





Dear Boss: Stay Away 


Missoula, Mont., July 6. 

Coca-Cola has bought a man 
on the street show from KGVO, 
Missoula. Deal was closed by 
the beverage company’s reps 
here while Arthur Mosby, the 
station’s manager, was off in 
New York calling on agencies 
for business. 

Program will be tagged ‘Vox 
Pop.’ 











Here and There 


Kay Kyser to do his Mutual-Willy 
shot from WGN, Chicago, Aug: 25 
Band now doing one-nighters 


‘Painted Dream,’ 
ing its 1,500th 
WGN, Chicago, 
a.m. spot left vacant 
Grimm’s Daughter’ (General 
switched to Columbia. 


recently celebrat- 


periormance on 
moves to the 10:30 
when ‘Arnold 
Mills) 


Frank Schrieber, 
executive, 


WGN Chicago 
eyeing a three-week 


yachting trip to begin around Sept 
18. 

Bess Flynn, Chicago radio actress 
|} and writer of ‘Bachelor’s Children’ 
and ‘We Are Four,’ taking family 
| dude-ranching for three months. 
Ed Wood, sales manager at WGN, 
to N.Y. for week. 

Nat Vincent of the Happy Chap- 


Sun- | 


formerly with KSD, drops into Dun- cemetery, and the Fisher-Griffin Co., 
ville’s chair. dealer in electrical appliances. 

Arthur Casey has been made asst. Daily newscast spots are on the 
program director with Tiny Renier | jour except for 8 a. m. and 3, 5 and | 
, @3 . ) | 


still head man. Casey joined stu- 
dio in 1935 after stage career and 
boss of ‘Casey Players’ who folded 
during 


7 p. m., from 
ing to midnight. Sears Roebuck Co. 
has the 9 a. m. and 9 p. m. programs. 





7 o'clock in the morn- | 


depression. Others are sponsored by’ Frank’s 

. tadio shop, King Drug Co., Cincin- 

Back from Hollywood where they | nati Post. Fairbanks Morse Co., re- 

worked with Gene Autry in ‘Ride, frigerators: Capitol Clothes Shop, 

Ranger, Ride’ and ‘Yodelling Kid | Becker Clothes Co., Savin loan and 

from Piney Ridge,’ Dick Hartman | jewelry shop, Norge refrigerators, | 

and his Tennessee Ramblers have | postal Telegraph Co., Rosen’s men’s 
rejoined staff of WWSW, Pittsburgh. | year, and the Model Shoe Co. 





Postal Telegraph Co. is a new air 


advertiser locally 


BESUIE Ts? ‘James Hanrahan, 
4 4B Fe ot Scr 


a Scripps-Howard 
COURT SIOST 


general manager 
Radio, Inec., is 







transferring 


Pavey, announcers, 


Woodruff to Bermuda 


Jim Woodruff, Jr., 
WRBL, Columbus, Ga 
New York few Gays. 

Sailed yesterday (Tuesday) 
Bermuda with his bride. 


manager of 
, has been in 


for 





Alfred S. Moss has joined A. W. 
Lewin Co., Inc., Newark ad agency, 
as an account exec. Moss for the 
past year was sales and ad manager 
of WQXR, New York. 


Bob Knapp and Don | 
and James Knox, | 


The international scope time salesman, from WCPO to 
and sound growth of this WNBR, Memphis, Tenn. Changes are | 
organization are the re-| temporary, but may become per- 
wards of experience and) manent. 

ee ce to station Trio will start in at WNBR July 
- F 12, with a brief vacation as a bracer. 
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Making a good year 'round living for the thou- 
sands gainfully employed in the region's pro- 
ductive tourist trade. 


Mop 





LORADO SPRINGS 


A ff ili 
and the 


r 
Galelse 


KLZ 


ated Management with WKY 
Oklahoma Publishing C: 
5. .RATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 


pies duo on KSO-KRNT, Des Moines, 
is back from New York City with 
copies of the Chappies new song, 
‘Kitty Lou,’ just published by Mills. 

Marna Stansell, Drake U. 
who recently won a student 
contract with Paramount, 
sented on a congratulatory 
by KSO, Des Moines. 


co-ed 
film 
pre- 
program 


was 





Jack Egan has just joined Bob 
(Believe It Or Not) Ripleys radio 
production staff. 

Allan McKee, announcer at WMT, 


|Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is writing, 
| ducing and announcing a new 
| gram called ‘Did You Know”’ 
Fahrney, 13, Cedar 
WMT’s ‘Smooth 


pro- 
pro- 


Jean 
Iowa, on 
program. 


Rapids, 
Sailing’ 


George Trimble of Marschalk & 
Pratt agency visitor at the KSO- 
KRNT, Des Moines, last week. 


Alice Frost is Walter O'’Keefe’s 
dialogic punching bag on the Town 
Hall series starting tonight. 

A. J. Gregory and L. H. Franklin 
new pair of salesmen at KOY, 
Phoenix. Eugenia Kehr is the new 
studio hostess at the station. 


Ted Schneider has 





rejoined the 


to get out of radio biz, but returned. 

Molly Picon guests on the Rudy 
| Vallee show Aug. 8. Sammy Weis- 
| bord, of the Morris office, agenting. 
| Cecelia Ager (VARIETY) is on this 
| Thursday (8). 


| 


| Darrell Sinon has joined WNBX, 











burgh, acconipanying Ford Billings, 
back west for a vacation. 

While Darrell V. Martin, radio 
editor of Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, is 
| vacationing, his column is being con- 
| ducted by his brother, Ken Martin, 
the band leader. 

Stake Races being 
over WGN, Chicago, and 
Handled by Lincoln Plopp. 


Arlington 
broadcast 
Mutual. 
13-year-old negro boy 
|tap dancer and singer signed by 
Selviair ad agency to do a weekly 
15 minute spot on WAAF, Chicago 
Daily Drover’s Journal station, for 
Feldman Petroleum. 
| Ted Husing and Jimmy Dolan in 
| Milwaukee for the track meet and 
| Chicago for the horse race last week. 
Going to Princeton next for the Big 
Three meet. 


‘Snowball,’ 


Mrs. Saweonse H. Pike has taken 


| 
|} over the morning food program of 
Schaffer Stores-Empire Community , 





| sents an afternoon WGY household | WCAE 


WHN, New York, program dept. He} 
quit the station several months ago 


Springfield, Vt. as control room 
engineer. 

Cotton Blossom Singers, Negro | 
quartet from Jackson, Miss., are now 
at WGY, Schenectady, for thrice- | 
weekly broadcasts. 

Lester Lindow, of WCAE, Pitts- | 


, KDKA, 


Markets over WGY, using the noes | 


de radio of ‘Jane Evans.’ Also pre- 


| feature, with cooperative advertis- 
ing, under tag of ‘Betty Lenox.’ 





Franklin Tooke has been promoted 
from the announcing staff of WOWO, 
Fort Wayne, to production manager. 


| 


| 


Another newcomer to the production | 





depart. Is Bill Davies, formerly of 
WLBC, Muncie, Ind. Davies will 
also do publicity. 

Don Thornburg, CBS v.-p. in’ 


charge of the Pacific division, started 
back for that point Friday (2) after 
a three-day visit at the network 
homeoffices 


the Coast 
debut 


trained to 
(5) for 


Follies.’ 


Phil Baker 
last Monday 
in ‘Goldwyn 


his pic 


Mountain View 
NW. .¥. July 17. to 
Penn Clr > Pitts- 


Mike Riley leaves 
House, Port Kent, 
70 into the New 
burgh, with a KDKA and 
wire Felix Ferdinando 
him at the Port Kent 
CRA 


spot. Set by 


Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore opens July 20 
for the season at Buckeye 
Ohio. 


Cally Holden band at the 


Club, Reno 


cai-Nova 


Four Gentlemen of Rhythm set for 
unlimited stay at the Hotel Radisson, 
Minneapolis. Consolidated set. 

Swor and atin: 
Gulf (CBS) show 


comics, 
July 11. 


guest on 


Tim (Ryan) ond Irene (Noblette) 
step before the cameras at Astoria, 
L. L, July 12 to make another Edu- 
cational short. 


George Mec Muceay quit CBS pub- 


licity pen to p.a. Horace Heidt’s 
orch. Replaced on the roster at Co- 
lumbia By Cecil Brown, last with 


the defunct N. Y. American. 


Tommy Dorsey crew guests on 
CBS’ ‘Swing Club’ July 10. 


Don McClean, gabber from WVED, 


Waterbury, has been added to 
KYW, Philly, spielstaff. He will 
work at Million Dollar Pier, Atlantic 
City, from which daily half hour 


sustaining is pumped to net. 
A. W. Dannenbaum, 
WDAS, Philly, 


prexy of 
recuperating from 


NBC 
replacing | 


permanent cast of ‘Night at the 
Inn,’ Old Shay Aie’s commercial on 
once a week. He replaces 


James Hayden in male warbling 
niche. , 

Doc Schneider, cowboy troupe 
boss at WTIC, Hartford, recuping 
from pneumonia. Staff spielers 


pinch-hitting, 

Rev. Hugh Shields, humorist, of 
WICC, Bridgeport, for while because 
of death of mother. 


Mitchell, juve songstress, 

from WICC, Bridgeport, 
to weekly children’s frame at WOR, 
New York, where her father Al 
‘The Answer Man.’ 


Dolly 
switching 


Bigelow Twins, 
New 


formerly at WELI 


Haven, moved over to same 
city’s WICC substation 
Louis Prima opened his own nii- 


ery on Vine street in Hollywood 


Stuff Smith left the Coast to com- 


| plete his contract at the Onyx club 


| Hollywood 


Lake, | 


appendix slicing by spending three | 


weeks in Maine 
speedboats. 





tinkering with his | 


Pat Stanton, general manager at | 


WDAS, Philadelphia, visiting sta- 
tions throughout New England using 
Irish programs to get ideas for 
own shamrock offering. 





Morrison Parker, formerly at 
KCMO, joins WTMV E. St. Louis 
announcing staff. 





WTMV FE. St. 
Mary’s 


Marie Leve Cross, 
Louis, auditor, in St. 
pital. Appendicitis. 


Florence Daniels added to WIMV 
E. St. Louis, continuity staff. Her 
stint will be to furnish women’s 
touch to accounts aimed at femmes. 

WTHT, Hartford Times station, 
taking extension to full time yester- 
day (6) in stride without 
celebration. 

Robert Cartiere, who also 
under name of Bob Carter on 
Pittsburgh, has _ joined 


his | 


} 


| 





Hos- | 


special 


sings 


in New York He’s due back in 
Aug. 8 to open a six 
month stand at the Famous Door. 

Ernest Stanziola, 
rector, at WGAL, 
been made Pe 
station 


Program Di- 
Lancaster, has also 


sonnel Director ofthe 


Pat and Don, 
Reading, 
Lancaster 


formerly 
have transferred 


of WEEU, 
to WGAL, 


Wynn Wright, dramatic director at 
WWJ, Detroit, sojourning at Torch 
Lake, northern part of Michigan 

Russ Persen, WCCO, St. Paul, re- 
mote control engineer, had his first 
crack-up aiter 50 solo hours as air- 
plane pilot, but escaped with 
his pride bruised. 


only 


L. E. Dutton, Tom Gootee, A. D. 
Aldred and Homer Courchene added 
to the NBC Chicago engineering 
staff. Dutton comes in from WIOD, 
Miami, as studio engineer; Gootee 
comes in from the foreign staff of 
RCA to join NBC field gang. Aldred 
was formerly with WGES here and 

(Continued on page 56) 
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%\ and a host of top-notch 
+ \ entertainers! Music, 
5 \ dancing, girls, romance, 
v \ \comedy! So new it's ¢ 

year oene! 














BROADWAY MELODY 
OF 1938” starring Robert 


Taylor and Eleanor Powell 


NEW YORK’S NO. 3 
SHOWMANSHIP STATION 
1540 BROADWAY 


“BROADWAY § 
aX MELODY HOURS 


with Col. Jay C, Flippen as M.C., 
Irving Aaronson and his Com 
manders... Sponsored by the 
Borden Ice Cream Co., Wednes- 
days at 8 p.m. Just one ‘of 


our BIG Showmanship programs. 





so ewan wones 








seco 1 ea a LL 8 














“Gentlemen, 
We must get that across 


- e 3 attitudes of labor, Business must campaign for public favor 
to the Pahblic as never before. It must recognize public good-will as the 


greatest possible force in Business, as it is in Government. 


Paul Hesse 





Faced with new situations, new standards of economics. new 


“We must take people into our confidence—talk to Every sound business knows that people are responsive 


them in their homes. We must do the next best thing to honest leadership, honest service, honest products. And 
oF Rey Sees poreenny: Ho mNs ge ae eee so we say: “Get your story across through the greatest force 


the world has ever known for influencing lives and thoughts 
— Radio, over NBC!” 
Use NBC to interpret your aims and ideals. Sell your ser- 
vices and your products through their outlets to 24,500,000 
RCA presents the “Magic Key of RCA” every Sunday, homes.* Use NBC consistently. For wherever people are—wher- 
2 to 3 P. M., E. D. S. T., on the NBC Blue Network. ever people go—there is radio. and the far-flung stations of NBC! 


plus 4,500,000 automobile radios. 








NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 
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Football Situation—3 Months Ahead, 


Sees Atlantic Refining Dominating 





Rush of sponsors counterbidding 
for broadcast rights to college grid 
games that was anticipated this 
autumn has not arrived. By all signs 
at present there will be no vast vying 
among the bankrollers. 


Again Atlantic Refining has hogged 





the field through the East and South. 
Thus far the other sections of the | 
country have found prospective | 
sponsors lethargic, particularly | 
through the midwest. Big Ten teams | 
and Notre Dame, which are the king- | 


pins of the section, have not been | 


signed and it now appears unlikely 
that they will. 

In the East, Atlantic Refining is | 

on n Bie, ee 

spending around $350,000, as against | 

an approximate $260,000 last year. 
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NOEL 


His Continental Music 
His French Songs 


CURRENTLY AT 


FRENCH CASINO 
Atlantic City, N. J. 


| radio. 
| 
} 


strictly Virginia stations. 
In the New York area Atlantic is | 
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HARRY 
SALTER 


CONDUCTING 


LUCKY STRIKE 
"HIT PARADE" 


EVERY WEDNESDAY 
N.B.C. Red at 10 P.M., EDST 











Fuel firm has optioned Saturday 
afternoon time on 50 stations from 
New England through Georgia. The 
options must be picked up or re- 
linquished by August 1. 

Deals for game rights have already 
been made by Atlantic with Pitt, 
Penn, Cornell, Virginia, V. M. L, 
V. P. I., Duke, Georgia, Holy Cross, 
Dartmouth, Colgate, Syracuse, W. & 
L.. William and Mary, Richmond, 
Maryland. Pending are half a dozen 
other schools. 

Sponsor has not yet worked out 
all details for the placing of games 
on specific stations, but it is definite 
that WCAE, Pittsburgh, will carry 


FARMED OUT, NOW REAPED 





Polished at WHAT, Now Graduates 
te WCAU 





Philadelphia, July 6. 
First return from its recently an- 
nounced system of farming out 
promising young announcers. to 


was plucked by WCAU this week. 

George Thomas, who got out of 
high school a year ago and has 
since been gabbing at WHAT, Philly, 
has been added to the WCAU staff. 
He replaces Lon Pierce. 





Last summer Thomas came to 
| San Lee Broza, program director at 
the 50,000-watter, for a post. Broza 
|saw hope, but also saw need of 
polish and practice. He made a 
deal with Milt Loughlan, WHAT 
| exec, to take Thomas. Lad had been 
auditioned again by Broza about 
four times during year, who now 
feels he’s ready. 





the Panther tilts, and WCAU, Philly, | 


the Penn home games. 


For the first time the Virginia 
Conference has been broken down 


and brought to heel in the matier of | 
Heretofore the schools have | 


disliked broadcasting to the extent of 
nixing even sustaining airings in or 
around their communities. Deal now 
made with the Conference calls for 
each institution to have aired two of 
its home contests over a linkup of 


considerably anxious to have its 
fanciest foot forward, and conse- 
quently the optioned time on WOR 
will be used to carry the game each 
week that sponsor thinks of most 
interest to the public. That will be 
done to counteract the Yale games 
which Socony plans to put on 


Prof. Sulzer Places Studes_ 


Louisville, July 6. 

Elmer G. Sulzer, director of Uni- 
versity of Kentucky studios, airing 
'through WHAS, placing students to 
| fill places in local stations 
|the summer. Has studes at WHAS, 
WAVE and WGRC, 

Educational radio script exchange 
for United States Department of In- 
terior, Department of Education, 
Washington, has notified Sulzer that 
script series ‘Epoch Discoveries of 
the Past,’ prepared and presented by 
University of Kentucky radio staff 
members, is receiving wide demand, 
and that 1,290 copies of the script 
have already been distributed. 





KYW Adds Panelmen 


WMCA, as a metropolitan New York | 


adjunct to the Yankee network. 
Socony, after bagging Yale, wi ch 
Atlantic had last year, has not 
evinced further interest in getting 
more than the seven Old Eli games 


for which $30,000 was paid. An over- | 


ture was made to Cornell, but At- 
lantic moved in quickly and snapped 
it up. 

No New York college has been 
bought. Fordham would be willing, 
‘but its asking price is still consid- 
ered too high. Last year Atlantic 
was interested, but the Jesuit school 


held for $20,000 for its home sched- | 


ule. Columbia refuses sponsorship, 
not entirely out of ritzyness, but be- 
| cause a wrinkle in the gift of Baker 
| Field from the late banker George 
| F. Baker precludes any aroma of 
| commercialism whatsoever. And 
| Columbia‘ won’t play its games on 
ynother lot just for some broadcast 
boodle. 

Notre Dame won’t even listen to 
any bids for an exclusive commer- 
cial carry of its games. The South 
Bend public relations dept. has al- 
ways been smart, and it demands 
coast-to-coast air coverage, and usu- 
ally gets it five times annually. At 
the new South Bend statdium there 


Philadelphia, July 6. 


Three engineers plussed to West- 
| inghouse staff at KYW, Philly, dur- 
| ing past week. 

They are Jas. V. Thunell, formerly 
of WOWO-WGL, Fort Wayne: Leslie 
| E. Schumann, formerly of WHAT, 
| and a transmitter testman for RCA, 
| and W. Sheridan Gilbert, of WIBG. 





are seven individual 
booths. 

Last season Kellogg bankrolled the 
home tilts of Notre Dame, but could 
not get exclusive rights and was 


limited by the school to carrying the 


broadcast 


station, WTAM, Cleveland. 

Kellogg, being an Ayer agency ac- 
count along with Atlantic, has not 
been negotiating in the East; nor 
thus far in the west. 

As it stands to date that is the 
national sponsored football picture. 
There will assuredly be some local 
stations bagging sponsors for small 
local college games of wave-length- 
distance interest, but they haven’t 
popped up yet and never do till the 
season is underway and the public 
hepped up. 








Sponsor Versus Donor 








| Atlantic Refining has nailed six 
| Duke University grid games for 
commercial airing this fall, There 
will be a small link of stations 
through the south set up to carry 
the contests. 

Atlantic had to go into a higher 
bracket than it had expected to get 











THE O'N 


MLLS” 


By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER EARS «no: {EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap: 99 ‘*/ 100 °/ 0 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 





pure 


NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. DST 
IN NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. DST 
niin COAST TO COAST 


Dir., COMPTON ADVERTISING 
MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


AGENCY 


Atlantic Refining Market Areas Don’t Coin- 
cide with Homes of Duke U’s Givers 


the exclusive, due to unwillingness | 


| to spot the games on a number of 
| stations selected by Wallace Wade, 
football coach at the North Carolina 
institution. 


sponsor place the broadcasts on 
WPTF, Raleigh; WSOC, Charlotte; 
WFBC, Greenville; WWNC, Ashe- 
ville; WIS, Columbia, and WCSC, 


Va. 


It was Wade’s wish to have the 
games broadcast across an area 


and their friends who had materially 
helped Duke with mazuma in the 
past years. 

When Atlantic demurred, with the 
| explanation it wanted to spot the 
| games according to market charts 





and sales statistics, the ante on the | 


| JAC QUES 


B FRAY 


Femme director of drama will han- | 
die things at WEBR for two weeks | 
in mid-month when Helen Caw- | 


cost of the games was hiked. 





Helen Cawthorne Pinch Hits 
Buffalo, July 6. 


thorne bats for vacationing Al Zink. 
She’s his assistant. 

Miss Cawthorne will also be Aunt 
Helen—m.c. of a children’s 





|usually handled by ‘Uncle Bill’ me | Fr iday, WJZ, 7:15 P.M. 


small stations to gain experience | 


during | 


sponsored descriptions on only one | 


— ——=2 





Pride and Football Prices 


LL 











In bidding for the broadcast rights to the coming season's football 
games advertisers and agencies have found that the prices have been 
substantially boosted, not because the college authorities think they’re 
worth more but because of local pride. 
got $20,000 for the season’s rights from Socony and Atlantic Oil and 
they consider the ratings of their teams in the public interest make 
them worth as much if not more than the Yale alliance. 

One thing that the agency contacteers have encountered less than 
ever this year is strong alumni sentiment against having their grid- 
| iron heroes tangled up with commercial plugs. 


They read last year that Yale 








Kidding the Listeners One of the Fine 


Toronto, July 6. 


Fooling the listener with electrical 
transcriptions, dramatized wired re- 
ports of baseball games, and stunt 
broadcasts banking on a studio audi- 
ence studded with shilis, is getting 
to be a fine art in this neck of the 
woods. Listeners rarely know when 
they are getting the McCoy or the 
proverbial works. 

tegulations set down by the Can- 
adian Broadcasting Corp. call for an- 
|nouncement before and after tran- 
scription programs which are ether- 
ized after 6.30 p.m. deadline. 
ruling apparently has no teeth, as 
stations all but break a leg to hide 
the fact they devote hours of eve- 
|ning time to canned programs, 


| One local station airs a half-hour 
| show each week which has plenty of 
| announcements such as ‘Our singers 
| step to the microphone. . . ., ne 
now the boys play.... etc. At con- 
clusion of announcement the en- 
| gineer slaps on a record. 


‘Pop Concert,’ from Buffalo, gives 
| listeners same stuff. Announcer, be- 
tween transcriptions of symphonic 
| music, tells the audience of the con- 
|}ductor stepping up to the podium, 
| bowing to the crowd, picking up his 
|} baton and, with the announcement 
| that ‘the music is about to begin,’ 
mikeman signals for another record. 

Wired baseball broadcasters here 
|and in Buffalo aren’t quite as secre- 
| tive, but don’t exactly put up sign 
| boards. Announcements that games 
being described are ‘reconstructed’ 
are aired sotto voce only about twice 
during the long broadcasts. Sports 
announcers call upon their imagina- 
tions to great extent during course 
of these games owing to meagre tele- 
graphed reports. 

When Toronto plays Buffalo on 
former’s home grounds, things usu- 
ally get complicated for listeners 
here, Tuning in on Toronto’s CKCL 
they hear Al Leary in play-by-play 
report. As broadcast originates in 
the ball park, Leary is right on top 
of the play. Confusion reigns, how- 
ever, when listener switches to WGR 
studio, Buffalo, where Roger Baker 
is dramatizing wired reports of the 
same game and working about two 
innings behind the play. This works 











TRUMPET KING OF SWING 


* LOUIS * 





Wade was anxious to have the | 


Charleston, plus WRVA, Richmond, 


where resided the philanthropists | 





ARMSTRONG 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
FLEISCHMANN YEAST 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


D.S.T. Every Friday, WIZ 
Blue Network 


ON TOUR 


DECCA RECORDS 


9 P.M. 





MGT. JOE GLASER 
ROCK WELL-O’KEEFE 








This | 








Arts in Toronto, Bu 


talo Radio Circles 


vice versa when Toronto plays at 
Buffalo. 

Planting hired help in the studio 
audience is another common practice 
here. This, of course, is not admit- 
ted by production men, but it makes 
the listener wonder when mikemen 
wander through the audience and 
‘bump into’ relatives of the sponsor, 
agency men, and musicians who hap- 
pen to have their instruments handy 


BUD PEARSON 


and 


LES WHITE 


Writers for 








BOB HOPE 
and “The Rippling Rhythm Revue.” 
on the Air Sunday Eve., 9 P.M., 
1D.S.T., WIZ—NBC 


Now in Tenth Week 














EASY 


ACES. 


BROADCASTING 


6th YEAR FOR 
BLACKETT - SAMPLE 
HUMMERT, INC. 


ANACIN 








and His 
Orchestra 
2ND YEAR 


Viennese Roof 
HOTEL ST. REGIS 


NEW YORK 


















MOREY 
AMSTERDAM 


Master of Ceremonies 
NBC “NITE CLUB” 


Tues. Nites 10 p.m. C.D.S.T. 
NBC Blue Network 





This Week Personal Appearance 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
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Dolphe Martin 


ORCHESTRA CONDUCTOR AND 
COMPOSER 

Returns from long stay in Europe 

DOLPHE MARTIN’S DRAMATIC 

MUSIC makes him a figure to be reck- 

oned with in any discussion of music 

and theatre.—Kdith J. K. Isaacs. 
THEATRE ARTS MONTHLY. 


“4 composer with a rare gift.”— 
THE STAGE 


Address: 
Hotel Elysee, 60 East 54th St, 
New York 


x * 
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RY VON ZELL 
een Over Bradley Orchestra, Ken 


Christy Swing Choir, Steopnagle | 


and Budd, Vivien dei Chiesa 


Mins. : 
SULF GASOLINE 
day, 7:50 p. m. 
ABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 


Summer time-holéer for Good 
Gulf gas uses Announcer Harry von 
Zell, suddenly promoted to the rank 
of m.c. and personality. Thus has 
another voice become. an individu- 
ality. : 

,nnouncers are easily the most 
raaioesque ot radicites, the front line 
trenchmen of air advertising, 
universal X on all programs, big and 
«mall, network or local, good or bad. 
Co inevitably in the fullness of time 
the spielers have passed from com- 
lism to charm and turned ac- 


mercial - . 
tors. Von Zell has been getting there 
step by step and now with the back- 


ine of Young & Rubicam he steps 
out in the full glare of the spot- 
cnlv radio would fancy 
render of announcements could be o 
should be an entertainer. — But radio 
evidently figures—unconsciously per- 


that 


a 






haps—that the guy who makes ’em 
<wailow the blurbs must be a pretty 
jngratiating gent to start with. Be- 


close to the heart and ear 


jng very 

of the sponsor when the star faints 
from the heat and the spieler says, 
‘Please, let me go on in the part,’ 
the request carries double weight. 
Thus Tiny Ruffner is written into 
the script, Graham MacNamee joins 
the vaudeville act, Jean Paul King 
becomes an impresario, Don Wilson 


plays assistant hero. ; 

Now comes Von Zell. A nice pleas- 
ant voice. a good announcer. But a 
personality to dominate a program? 
Even in summer? Not with the ma- 


jerial they handed him on the first 
program Not with the semi-ssilly 
uncertainties of the character the 
script drew for him to fill, Or may- 
be nobody listens much or cares. 
Summer shows are 45% net of the 
winter average anyhow. Perhaps it’s 
just a tax they’re paying to hold 
the time and the frequency dis- 
counts 

Well, ii won't bog anybody down 
with brain burdens. It’s light. What 
they call—generous explanation for 


flimsy production—summery.’ Live- 
ly. if not memorable music by Oscar 
Bradley, Vivien del Chiesa, the in- 
evitable soprano, and the Ken 
Christy Swing Choir for the fash- 
ionable note of novelty. 

Staopnesie and Budd were funny 
when they started, but the stalling 
stuff was just that. Revue seemed 
a hodge-podge affair. A half hour 
that seemed longer. Not dull. Yet 


general 


eee 





“SURPRISE PARTY’ 
With George Pattersen, Burien 
Blackwell 


36 Mins.—Loecal 
HONEY KRUST BAKERY 
Friday, 9 p. m. CST. 
WAVE, Louisville 

(Elmer H. Dee) 


An ether adaptation of the old par- 
lor games idea has iis moments 
which are likely to intrigue listener 


| interest, but frankly appraised from 


a showmanship angle, the ‘stage 


| waits’ are long and palling. 


the | 


Patterson, program director, and 
Biackwell, announcer, have called 
upon their many weeks of sidewalk 
interviewing to help them stage a 
30-minute stunt night program, with 
fuestees crowding the studio to join 


in the fun, all in the interest of good 
Old Honey Krust bread. 

Stan { off with a couple 
det ting or SI ule a husband wi: h 
the dishe ana the lke Each pal 


ticipant allowed an opportunity to 


discu pro or con the question pro- 

0 a¢é id ne lea a rel uttal, 
alte A ch each <s presented vith 
$1 Ne XI 1 € O1d alTie€ of chost ‘ 

p ¢ 2 persons play- 

the game In this game ‘dead 
au was conspicuous by its fre- 
quency, the while those participat- 
ing were cudgeling their brains for 
the correct answer. 

Final stunt was the game of 
‘States, with studio guests volunteer- 
ing the names of state capitals. | 
Idea back of this game okay. but 
buzz of conversation in studio, and 
overlapping of voices made general 
efiect to listene c Dit contus ne 

Cash ] es are arded to those 
winning the games, and studio audi- 
ence gave audible expression to their 
evident enjoyment of the funfest. 
Listeners were invited to send in 


for games and stunts to 


suggestions 
; ‘ 
be used on future programs, and in 


return cash prizes were offered fox 
the best selected 

Commercial credits at opening and 
close, as well as midway in the pe- 


riod, were plugged briefiy and to the 
point No doubt that stunt show of 
this kind packs plenty of 
listeners hereabouts, and staff emcees 
Patterson and 3lackwell 
credit for enterprise and taking ev- 
ery advantage to build laughs and 
program pacing. Hold. 





not glittering. Nothing unbearable. 
No reason to put down the Tom Col- 
lins and turn it off. Proving, if peo- 
ple must be disagreeable during va- 
cation time about showmanship, that 
half as much for summer can't be 
made to seem any more than half as 


lmuch and that announcers, like 
comedians, are at the mercy of their 
material. Land. 
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OLSEN AND JOHNSON 

With Gertrude Niesen, Benny Burt, 
Eddie Kane, George Hamilton's 
orch. 

30 Mins. 

RICHFIELD OIL CO. 

Wed., 7:30 p.m. 

KFI, Los Angeles 

(Hixson-O Donnell) 


Kind of a show that will make the 
RFD lads drop their plows and run 
to the nearest set. But not so in the 
urban centers. Olsen and Johnson 
radio routine is too dated for the 
city mob and the comics have made 
no effort to modernize the formula 
or the gags. The Olsen stock laugh 
Only thing new 
is the femme scream at the op-ning 


be sure everyone is awake.’ 
Benny Burt is dragged in for a 
dialect bit that would be funnie) 
Parkyakarkus and othe Wel 
f i The Greek é aurant 
been done many time d 
funnier inal iowea wn l€ 
show’s otherwise brisk tempo 
Music end f he p € okay 
Fe \ Ce ) Loz < | ( i¢ 
! re fine C a Cre! ude Nit 
She’s the Benny Goodman of the 
calists and what she did A Ne | 
Louis Blues’ was fiery, no les 


George Hamilton’s tunes are nove] 


and possess rippling rhythmatazz 
Copy writer rates a bow for keeping 
the plugs in decent bounds. Petrol 
outfit, after years on the coast ai: 
with newscasiing, making 

|} maiden venture into the revue field. 
Show will click if O. & J. can be 
fitted into m«¢ € I ode If) { ee R i 
of the pre am doesn’t re 
tampering H¢ 


CHUCK THORNDYKE 
‘Behind the Cartoons’ 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Thursday, 8:45 p.m. 


WINS, New York 

Tenth interview by Chuck Thorn- 
dyke in his ‘Behind the Cartoons’ 
series brought Harry Hershfield to 
the mike. Harry has been inter- 
viewed on the radio and been air- 
| waved as emsee so many times that 
it was a cinch assignment for Thorn 
|dyke. Off-mike chuckle of Thorhe- 


deserve | 


dyke was ai times baffling but may- 
be he couldn't help it. Or possibly 
he thought it spontaneous and essen- 
tial backgrounding. Not.so bad the 
first five minutes, but after that irri- 


| tating. 


} 


'to radio as he js to 
| Kabibble,’ 
| anecdotes 


| 


Hershfield, accustomed 
drawing ‘Abe 
related a fresh batch of 
on his own experiences 
and those concerning other noted 
cartoonisis. Subject matter nice, in- 
dicating okay scripting but Thorn- 
dyke seemed nervous or perhaps 
over-anxious. Wear. 


who is as 


’ 

| SONJA HENIE 
Dramatization 

9 Mins. 

CHASE & SANBORN 


| Fields, 
| Ameche. 


‘and vacation 


Sunday, 8 p.m., DST 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Skater-pic player, guest-of-the- 
week on the Sunday night coffee 
show, had quite a workout and 
emerged after impressing via sepa- 
rate straightings for Edgar Bergen’s 
ventriloquial dummy and W. C. 
plus a short skit with Don 


Miss Henie proved rather a sober- 
sided straight, with quite a 


touch over the air derived from her 
Norwegian accent. Her work with 
Fields especially stood out, plenty 
hectic and humorous as it was 

Dramatization was ‘The Romantic 
Young Lady,’ short and light piece 
by the Spanish playwright Martins 
Sierra It dealt with the familia 

tung girl who fell in love with 

riter of romantic novels It 
too strong a vehicle Be 
GOLDEN MELODIES 
With Henry Trustman Ginsberg Or- 
chestra and Mimo Bonaldi 
30 Mins.-To Red Net NBC 
Sat., 11:30 a. m. 
KOA, Denver 

A program not released in Denve: 
but originating in KOA studios and 
fed to around 65 stations on the rec 
net of NBC. 

Orchestra has 12 of best musician: 
in Denver union—mostly violin 

th cellos a flute, clarinet anc 
I being used for variety Out 
put is tops in melody, harmony, and 
appeals: to old and young. Spect: 
tors balconies are full for these 
hows. Orchestra does best on ‘In 
a Chinese Tea Room,’ but even to a 
discriminating music lover there 
really is not much choice between 
their offerings. Program is varied. 
with arrangements by Carl Wein- 
inger, imported by KOA from Chi- 
cago two years ago. Weininger is 
also on an organ program of his own 
over KOA. 

Henry Trustman Ginsberg directs 
and gets out of the men all they 
have. Mimo Bonaldi, with a rich 
baritone voice with plenty of vol- 
ume and range, does several num- 


bers, one in his native tongue, Ital- 


ian. Bonaldi feels the music when 
he sings and is able to transmit it 
over the mike undiminished in even 


a small amount. 

On this program Jean Dickerson, 
now on the Bayer Aspirin air show, 
got her start, and Bonaldi should 
soon follow her on big time. 

Program is used as vehicle for 
plugs for Colorado as place to live 
mecca, Rose. 


| With Don Koss, 


aaandennoceee 





JANE FROMAN 
Freddie Lightner, 
Tune Twisters, D'Artega’s Orch. 


| 30 Mins. 
| JELLO 


Sunday, 7 p. m. DST. 


| WEAF-NBC, New York 


quaint j the first 


|was at 


Sake of 


(Young & Rubicam) 


Program subbing for Jack Benny's 
brigade during the summer is pur- 
posefully a lightweight. As such it 
stacks up as oke for the heat weeks 
and no more 

Leans heavily on the niusical side, 
and that seems its best asset. Policy 
is to have guest comics weekly. On 

edition Freddie Lightner 
bat, and if he got to first 
base it was on a balk. His material 
was limp and his mike technique 
could be improved; chatter also at 
too rapid fér easy following. 
htner big slice was a sort of 
id Weak por 


the 


times 
Lig 
t on the trailer f 


| 


ons iould have been cut for 


compactne ind with the 


better bits bunched together, the 1Im- 


mre or would have been he ht 
tron oprano, 
ipove the 
affable 

does nice 
Tune Twist- 
air harmony 


pro- 
} R < an m.c., 
and 
humor 
standard 


igs acceptably 
rs ght for 
‘ < { a 
group 

D’ Artes (omits 
which are Alfonso 
dez) orchestra is a 
unit and runded 
straight tuff, 


batic Thi 


the 


fa’s given names, 
Armando Fernan- 
newly organized 

slick on the 
accomps and acro- 
the first whirl for the 
rit WOrK pread 

Bert 


PEPPER-UPPERS 
With Roy Cowan, 
Jimmy Jeffries, 
Orchestra 
Music, Songs 
30 Mins.—Regional 
DR. PEPPER BOTTLING 
Sunday, 4:30 p. m. CST. 
WAVE, Louisville 
Sunday afternoon musical show, 
originating in the studios of WFAA, 
Dallas, swings along at a brisk pace 


Ruby 
and Aiex 


Mason, 
Keese 


ca. 


and proves satisfactory entertain- 
ment for a hot afternoon, and an 
excellent vehicle for plugging the 
soft drink product. Half-hour ses- 
sion rides over some 23 stations, in 
the south, and entire cast speaks 
|with a soft southern drawl, which 


| section 
| audible. 
| 


should fall pleasantly on the ears of 
the ‘deep scuth’ listeners. 

Musical chores are handled by 
Alex Keese’s ork, staff combo on 
WFAA, with brass and string section 
noticeably prominent, but rhythm 
subdued to a point hardly 

Vocal numbers turned in 


(Continued on page 44) 
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(Continued from page 43) 


by Ruby Mason and Boy Friends, 
so-so warblers, and soloist and 
femme trio, Three Debutantes, guest- 
ing on this shot. They’re regulars 
with Ted Fiorito’s ork at Pan-Amer- 
ican expo Casino. 

Comedy on the show capably 
reeled off by Jimmy Jeffries, with 
Ruby Mason straighting acceptably. 
She’s familiarly called ‘Sugah’ on the 
show, and handles her assignments 
okay. Roy Cowan, emcee, smacks in 
heavy plug for expos at Ft. Worth 
and Dallas, and enumerates the vari- 
ous entertainments and nameg to be 
seen and heard at the fairs. Show 
originated in Crystal Ballroom of 
Baker Hotel, Dallas. 

Blurbs were short and enthusias- 
tic, at opening and close, and their | 
briefness in no way detracted from 
the effectiveness of the advertising 
message. All in all, a_ refreshing 
summer show, and the regional pro- | 
ducers ‘deserve plenty of credit for | 
their efforts. Hold. 





BENNY GOODMAN ORCHESTRA 
With Rufe Davis 
30 Mins. 
CAMELS 
Tuesday, 9:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(William Esty) 

Camel program is twice as good 
now that it is only half as long. 
Simple device of getting away from 
a full hour—radio’s toughest produc- 
tion assignment—has been an auto- 
matic corrective of many of the pre- 
vious flaws. 

It is now swing music. The best 
swing. People will know the pro-| 
gram for what it is and go for it or 
not go for it. But in any event, it’s 
now clear what the Camel program 
is trying to do. During the past sea- 
son there was puzzlement and ques- 
tion. As a 13-week summer filler- 
inner, this Camel show will get its 
share of listeners, 

Goodman boys toss a snatch of 
melody at the peasantry now and 
again. Same being a commercial 
gesture. What the orchestra offers 
mostly is weird harmonics spontane- 
ously improvised upon a clarinet 
lead. Its hot and it avoids the worst | 
excesses of sheer blaring. But its not 
likely to appeal to ma and pa. 

Tossed overboard in the program’s 
simplification since Crampton Sav- 
ington took over for Esty are the 
comedy meanderings, the tediously 
pointless interruptions and the rest 
of the continuity padding. Land. 


‘THE BOSS’ 
With Ray Collins, Betty Garde 
20 Mins, 
A. & P. 
Thursday, 8 p.m. EDST 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Paris & Peart) 














| summer 
| cause its contagious. 


| passing. 


BARRYMORE’S ‘MACBETH’ 

With William Farnum, Elaine Bar- 
rie, Mary Forbes, Henry Hunter, 
Creighton Hale, Will Prior Orch, 

45 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Monday, 9:30 p.m. 

WIJZ-NBC, New York 
Radio writers have recently or- 

ganized with the ultimate objective 


of unfurling the guild flag of the 
Authors’ League and sounding off 


lords of the ether 
may not do.’ By the time NBC and 
CBS and all of the myriad local 
stations with summer vacancies to 
fill get through playing around with 


‘some things you 


his works, Shakespeare will no 
doubt join the proposed guild in 
spirit. 





Not that others besides radio and | 
before radio have not thrown snow- 
balls and knocked the bard’s hat off. 
He’s been condensed; he’s’ been 
modernized, musicalized, done in 
scenery louder than the actors, and 
with actors, English to the last in- 
audible syllable, who have stressed 
41l the poetry and skipped over the 


plot. 
Newest case is the radio ‘Mac- 
beth.’ In the course of the story, 


the Scotch King slits several throats, 
but in the end it would seem his own 
collar-line has been perforated. At 
least artistically. 

‘Streamlined’ Shakespeare has its 
moments. And it is probably 
mauled out of necessity rather than 
irreverence. It may be put down as 
a case of network wild oats. Mid- 
madness.» Dangerous be- 


It is now clear that Shakespeare 
as adopted to allow a monologist a 
chance to strut his stuff violates 
what has generally been considered 
proper radio play-building. Sans 
costumes, sans scenery, lacking the 
opportunity to set the mood, the tug- 
o’-war between original text, the- 
atrical tradition and the bald, cold 
limited scope of radio tends to de- 
feat even as astute a Shakespearian 
spouter as John Barrymore. 

Arguments may ensue about 
Madame Barrymore. But she’s not 
bad as radio is familiar with bad- 
ness in acting. She’s “unexpectedly 
On the stage it might be 
mayhem. Before the mike she sum- 
mons native shrewdness and adds 
clear diction. The fire and the fury 
that Lady Macbeth calls for she 
lacks. To that degree she con- 
tributes to the weakness of the 
presentation. She is out of her 
depth, but she is in no sense the sole 
fault of the playlet. 

Notable among the Shakespearian 
brigades assembled before the NBC 
mikes the last three Monday nights 
has been the confusion of voices. 
Even Barrymore is not always clear- 
ly identified totally as the speaker. 


It remained for Kate Smith and |In Macbeth the clearest character- 


her ‘Bandwagon’ program to give 
the regular radio actors a chance to 
show what they can do in a spot of 
their own. Ray Collins and Betty 
Garde, two radio players of train- 
ing and talent, who have supported 
guest stars on this and other pro- 
grams, received top billing in a con- 
densed version of Edward Sheldon’s 
melodrama, ‘The Boss.’ They came 
through nicely, 

Play is one of those old-time 
thrillers in which a girl sacrifices 
her own happiness to preserve the 
fortunes of a distraught family, In 
this instance, it is Emily Griswold 
who permits herself to be married 
to Michael Regan, the rugged Irish 
building contractor, who would 
wreck her father’s business. 

Both Collins and Miss Garde were 
admirable in the leading parts in 
this stormy fable on the air. Co- 
starring debut was gracefully intro- 
duced by Kate Smith. Row. 





MAURICE BROWN 

Cellist 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tues.-Thurs., 8:45 a.m. EDST. 
WABC, New York 

Satisfactory filler-in for the morn- 
ing hours. Maurice Brown offers 
classical compositions, but wisely 
concentrates on the lighter variety. 
On show caught (6) he actually in- 
cluded one number in modified jazz 
rhythm. Put it over okay. 

Cellist plays smoothly and cap- 
ably, his style possessing confidence 
and not a little color. Sidney 
Raphael’s accompaniments add _ to 
the effect. Session hasn’t wide 
enough appeal to set the air waves 
throbbing, but it makes an agreeable 
and distinctive ticket for the a.m. 

Hobe. 





| 
AS YOU LIKE IT 


With Leith Stevens Orchestra, Kay 
Lawrence, Russell Dorr 
Orchestra, Songs 
25 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 9 a.m., EDST 
WABC, New York 
Well above average music. Boys 
dish up okay renditions in various 
modes, Uses brasses and saxes to 


labelling was the witches. General 
|} mumble-jumble of voices and char- 
acters combined with the archaic 
| phraseology, the fragmentary bits of 
| plot threaded together, all makes it 
hard listening. It’s discipline to the 
ear, requiring rapt attention. 
Barrymore of course makes some 
of the grander passages eloquent. 
Sound effects and musical embellish- 
ment paint the psychological back- 
ground fairly well. William Farnum 
was a strong Macduff. As the week 
before in ‘Richard III,’ the parade of 
murders culminated in a dual to the 
death fought—by sound effect—with 
curtain rods. Land. 


‘MEN OF ZEST’ 

With Clucas Male Octet 
“Vocal Music 

15 Mins.—Local 
SNYDER’S CATSUP 
Mon., Wed., Fri., 6:30 p.m. 
| WBBM, Chicago 

(Stewart, Hanford & Frohman) 

Slick program spotting is exempli- 
fied by this one. Usual thing would 
have been for food account to slap 
on a typically femme appeal show 
at a conventional hour, but this one 
didn’t. Spotted at the dinner hour, 
this program has just as much male 
as female appeal. Even the name 
of show is in line with the product. 

Offer solid arrangements of both 
semi-classical and popular stuff, 
pacing everything at a good tempo. 
Arranged so that there are no let- 
downs anywhere along the line, 
something which makes the standard 
grade octet seem to belong in a 
higher bracket. Show has cut the 
musical continuity down to a mini-' 
mum, leaving as much time as pos- 
sible for music—not a bad idea, 
especially for the dinner hour. 

Two commercial plugs which could 
be cut down a trifle, and still get 
over. Program includes a giveaway 
gag. Loop. 
HAMPTON ROADS REGATTA 
90 Mins. Local 
TEXACO 
Sat.-Sun. 

WTAR, Norfolk, Va. 


(Hanff-Metzger) 
WTAR did a slick job of short- 





effect. 

Kay Lord, who sounds as if she| 
might be a comparative beginner, is | 
the femme vocalist. Has soft, flexi- | 
ble voice, without notable depth or | 
range, Exceptional enunciation. Sing- | 
er must learn to build a number} 
up to a climax. Russell Dorr, bari- 
tone vocalist, has been heard fre- | 
quently before. Robust voice is 
typified by number he sang on show 
caught (1), ‘Wagon Wheels. Hobe. 


waving description of the two-day 
Hampton Regatta, picked up from 
station’s short-wave experimenter, 
W3XEY, with four mikemen, Tom 
Hanes, Ralph Hatcher, Lee Chad- 
wick and Jeff Baker, posted around 
the course commenting on the suc- 
cession of runabout, power boat, 
moth, star and cat classes of events. 
Commercial copy was a bit tedious 
at times, stretched, as it was. to un- 
due length. Sand. 





RAY PERKINS 

With Helene Daniels, Willard Amf- 
son, Sid Gary, George Stone, Frank 
Knight, Embassy Trio, Kay Men, 
Nat Brusiloff’s Orchestra 

60 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 9 p. m., EDST 

WOR, New York 


Remodeled version of WOR'’s old 
Saturday Night Variety Show, chief 
change being the addition of Ray 
Perkins as m.c. and headliner. Pro- 
gram’s second week and rounding 
into more compact form. Crew is 
frankly after a sponsor (numerous 
gags about it in the script) and 
should stand chance of landing one. 
Show is already better than some 
with sponsorship. 

Perkins keeps the mike busy, 
sandwiching the acts with his fa- 
miliar brand of spoofing. Still works 
in the fashion he used on the Feena- 
mint series, and it’s dependable fool- 
ishness. Some of the lines are an- 
cient and forced, but the average is 
probably up to nearly any comic on 
the air. His personality is ingratiat- 
ing and it lends style to the show. 

Individual turns are all known 
quantities via the kilocycles. Helene 
Daniels is a forte warbler, and she 
bore down this session with ‘It Ain’t 
Necessarily So,’ a natural which she 
socked, nicely backstopped by the 
chorus. 

Willard Amison is a satisfactory 
‘straight’ tenor, while Sid Gary leans 
on the dramatics of his song num- 
bers. George Stone does a comedy 
Russian characterization in the Par- 
kyakarkus-George Givot manner, but 
this sort of things seems growing 
stale. Embassy Trio and the Key. 
Men are chiefly for vocal back- 
ground, while Brusiloff turns in a 
workmanlike batoning stint. 

What ‘Hi There Audienee’ seems 
to need most at present is something 
in the way of a novel program setup 
that will give the show a more dis- 
tinctive character. As it now stands, 
the program is too much in the stere- 
otype variety formula to cop and 
hold listener attention on a wide na- 


tional scale. Just what form that 
idea should take is something for 
Perkins and his strategy board to 


dope out. Possibly it lies, at least 
partially, along the line of the ‘can- 
did camera picture,’ of a song, which 
is about the only unique bit in the 
stanza. 

Even so, the show is by no means 
a weakie. It’s strong fare now, and 
has wallop possibilities. Hobe. 


SOVIET FLYERS TESTIMONIAL 
With Lowell Thomas, Ambassador 

A. A. Troyanovsky, Vihjalmur 

Stefansson, Valery Chkaioff, Alex- 

ander Beliakoff. 

60 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Wednesday, 10 p.m. EDST 
WJZ, New York 

Ultimate in something or other, 
but not entertainment. It’s diplo- 
macy, also it's summer. Banquets 
are smallpox to most people and the 
only redeeming feature of a remote 
of banquet speeches is that the dial 
is handy. 

As toastmaster, Lowell Thomas 
earned every cent he got. Even he 
wasn’t any prize. All the rest was 
just talk—endless talk. Flowery, 
tiresome gab of the sort heard only 
at banquets. Program was supposed 
to be for 30 minutes, but ran a full 
hour. Explorer Vihjalmur Stefans- 
son read congratulatory wires—just 
like all such messages. 

Someone at the speaker’s table 
kept coughing near the mike. 
Sounded like the first nationally- 
broadcast strangulation. Flyer Georgi 
Baidukoff wasn’t able to oe with his 
mates because he had ‘banquetitis,’ 
according to Thomas. Nothing Val- 
ery Chkaloff and Alexander Beliakoff 
went through in spanning the North 
Pole could have been like this. No 
wonder Col. Lindberg left America. 

Hobe. 


LUD GLUSKIN 

Musical 

With Virginia Verrill, Clarke Ross, 
Three Hits and a Miss 

30 Mins. 

Tues., 8:45 p. m. 

Hudson Dealers of Calif. 

KNX, Hollywood 


(Brooke, Smith & French.) 


Satisfactory summer offering that 
should find its stride after a bumpy 
shove-off. After hitting off a neat 
orchestration of ‘September In the 
Rain,’ Gluskin went ordinary the 
rest of the way. Virginia Verrill, 
who should know better, struck a 
dramatic pose in one of her selec- 
tions and nullified an impressive 
earlier effort. In their zeal to strike 
off in a new direction, both the 
maestro and his top-billed vocalist 
went off register. 

Ross, a romantic barytone, and a 
uartet with a gal in it, tried to be 
themselves without attempt at show- 
manly flourish and succeeded in 
giving the piece some semblance of 
balance. 

Commercials are way overboard 
and some of the claims made for the 
Hudson car are pretty much on the 
hyperbole side. Summed up, the 
listener reaction might be that no 
chariot can be that good. Tom Han- 
lon dished up the palaver and had 
help from Miss Verrill. Copy writer 
should be told to guage his sales 


come-on for the buyer and not s0| 


much to impress the dealers, who 
kick in with the wherewithal. 


Charles Vanda produced. Helm, 


| Spieler discussed either books, maga- 





| ute spot, but not too tiresome. 





| Follow-Up 














Greta Palmer continues to be one 
of the most colorful lady word-toss- 
ers on the air in her series over 
WOR for Walker-Gordon, Notable in 
last Wednesday’s (30) session, how- 
ever, that her ‘news comments’ from 
the femme angle ran more to com- 
ments on the stories about the news 
than to the events themselves, In 
every one of the topics selected, the 





zine articles or newspaper stories. 

In the latter category, Mrs. Palmer | 
took the New York newspaper edi- | 
tors to the mat for printing so much | 
psychoanalyst hokum anent.-Robert | 
Irwin, the killer. Claimed that stuff | 
went out of vogue years ago and| 
that the editors don’t know what} 
their readers want. Maybe Mrs.| 
Palmer knows reader interest better | 
than the eds, but an amusing after- |; 
math came when the program im-| 
mediately following Mrs. Palmer’s 
over WOR was a talk on child psy- 
chology. 





Babe Ruth is playing the comic in| 
his baseball spiels for Sinclair over | 
WABC these nights. Has the same | 
frog-voice delivery and his_inter- 
viewing would never grab a Puitzer | 
Prize. But he’s still the most color-| 
ful ball player the 
the game. 

Jimmy Wilson, Phillies’ manager 
and catcher, guesting on the show } 
caught (30), got off some explosive | 
comment about the all-star game | 
between the American and National | 
League teams. Criticized the player | 
nominations and the system of hav- 
ing the managers, instead of the | 


in history of 


fans, do the picking. Announcer 
John Reed King’s idiotic giggles into 
the mike were apparently to show 
the boys were really only kidding. 


| 
Just too cute. 
| 
| 
' 





Ken Murray got off a gag of ex- 
tremely dubious taste in last Wed- 
nesday’s (30) show for Campbell. 
Referring to a mythical uncle, Mur- 
ray compared his two-quarts-a-day 
capacity to that of a noted show 
business figure. Only justification 
would appear to be that the comic} 
ad-libbed that one, not realizing | 
until too late how it would sound. | 
Certainly, it would have been in-|} 
excusable scripting, or shouldn’t | 
have been delivered even if included | 
in the written lines. 

As a matter of fact, the whole} 
program had script trouble. Appar- | 
ently the only kind of humor the | 
present writers know is punning, and | 
they drag that brand in from re- 
mote distances. Murray and Os- 
wald’s bearing down on such mate-| 
rial only accentuates its weakness. 
Sole punch of the stanza caught was 
Connie Boswell’s guest warbling. 





Palmolive wisely concentrated on 
the music last Wednesday (30) in| 
airing an adaptation of ‘Pink Lady,’ 
but it remains questionable if the 
effect isn’t partly lost by letting Jes- 
sica Dragonette do the announcing. 
Destroys what little illusion remains 
in the old-fashioned operetta setup. 

Tunes of the show, particularly 
the celebrated ‘Beautiful Lady,’ were 
put over nicely by Miss Dragonette 
and Charles Kullmann, but the pair’s 
dramatic ability was no bargain, even 
for lavender and old lace epics. Still, 
it’s doubtless strong enough for the 
sentimentalist dialers. 





Chesterfield offers a straight com- 
bination of two standard radio acts 
in its new 30-minute stanza over 
CBS at 9 o’clock Wednesday nights. 
Frank Parker is the star, with Andre 
Kostelantz’s orchestra accompanying. | 
Both okay as usual. 

Parker sings four numbers as his 
share of the half-hour. Opening | 
program (30) brought a well-select- 
ed arrav of songs. Nice contrasts. 
Included were ‘Moonlight Madonna,’ 
‘Siboney,’ ‘Where or When’ and ‘One 
Alone.’ Notable that the third song, 
which might be expected to prove 
the sock of the group, turned out 
the weakest. Arrangement tended 
to make an ria of it, and even 
Parker couldn’t rescue that. All 
Kostelantz’ offerings were well ar- 
ranged and played by his large or- | 
chestra, 








Robert W. Horton, Washington 
correspondent, did a good reporting 





BOB BURNS 
With Radio Rogues, Phil Harris or- 
chestra 
Transcriptions 
15 Mins.—Local 
HI-SPEED GAS 
M-W-F; 6:30 p.m. 
WIR, Detroit 
Waxed on coast, 15-minute show 
has as permanent attractions Bob 
Burns and Phil Harris’ band. At 
least two other guests on each pro- 
gram. On show caught they were 
the Three Radio Rogues; mimics. | 
and Larry Berg, warbler. Tom 
Jeffery fills role of m.c. 


Program runs along nicely with a 
short, punchy few minutes provided | 
by each of artists. Burns is natural, | 
with Rogues following close behind. | 
Harris’ music meritorious. 

Spieling quite lengthy for 15-min-' | 


Pete. 


|ute afternoon WGY interview 


| beater. 


| ivories. 


| day 


, on 
| series over Mutual at 12:30 noon Sun- 
| days. 


; program 
broadcast. 


Comment | 
job for CBS on the tax avOidanee. 


evasion hearings before a eon, 
gressional committee. Horton miked 


on the 1:15-1:30 p.m. spot, as h 
on a previous, and longer, sacle 


broadcasts highlighting testimony be 
fore the senate committee considers 
ing President Roosevelt’s court re, 
ba grimy plan, ; 

His slant is fair, mildly ]j . 
voice is clear and firm, but the nad 
is inclined to be hard and the aCe 
cent slightly twanay. Modulation 
would improve his broadcastins_. 
control man might help speaker 
Perhaps due to time limitations in 
preparing script, Horton does not 
build to a final note. He sometimaes 
closes rather abruptly, ’ 





Beauvais Fox, publicity agent for 
the Mohawk Drama Festival on 
Union College campus, Schenectad; 


{tod story of his experiences with 


many stars and shows on a 15-min. 
) con- 
ducted by Bill Meenam, station drum 
Fox reeled off the names of 
numerous headliners (half a dozen 


of whom will, by coincidence, appear 


in festival productions this season) 
and plays he had ballyhooed, wiih 
odd happenings, etc. 

His voice was pleasing and his ac. 
cent cultured, but clipped, conversa. 
tional style of speech made it a bit 
difficult to follow him at times. In. 
cidentally, Fox turned out the radio 
scripts used by the Festival troupe 
in scene-excerpts broadcast over 
WGY the first year, 1935. This fea- 
ture has been discontinued for 1937, 
due to a new Equity rule requiring 
payment for an extra performance 
when company actors go on the air, 





Roland Young, stage and screen 
comic, lived up to his best tradi. 
tions as a sly humorist on his guest 
appearance on Bing Crosby’s Kraft 
Musie Hall program last Thursday 
(1) night over WEAF. Tops was the 
reference to Young's ability to talk 
without seeming to open his mouth, 
with suggestion that he do a Bergen- 
McCarthy act being carried out as he 
went through ventriloquial routine 
with Burns. Pair was introduced as 
Roland Bergen and Bob McBurns, 
latter doing snappy dummy in the 
cross-fire banter. 

Mischa Levitzki, on same show, in- 
troduced as being on the broadcast 
for the fourth time, readily showed 
his capability in three distinct types 
of selections, Chopin’s ‘Waltz in E 


Minor,’ ‘Annie Laurie,’ Chopin's 
‘Etude.”” Last was typical slow- 
tempo affair. Brilliant work on 


i _ Levitzki indicated versatil- 
ity by joining in some of gagging. 





Mutual’s ambitious 60-min. Sun 
night sustainer-shopping-for- 
sponsor program presided over by 


| Ray Perkins continue just fraction- 


ally beneath proper grade for a 
network show. Most recent edition 
(4) found comedy strained till the 
seams almost gave. 

Pacing was poor and Perkins him- 
self was afront the mike too muck 
for what his material and stuff war- 
ranted. Musically it was o.k. with 
radio vets Helene Daniels, baritone 
Sid Gary, tenor Willard Amison and 
the Keymen trio stalwarting. It 
might be a good idea to build up the 
orch’s stuff, adding the variety to the 
long program that some orchestral 
gymnastics would give. 

Best bit on the show was a Six- 
minute dramatic sketch written by 
Peter Dixon and played by him and 
Aline Berry (Mrs. Dixon). Skit had 
punch, interest and a deft conclud- 
ing twist. 
party in the playlet, doing a maniac 


role rather in ten-twenty-thirt’ 
fashion. 
Dixons also participated in 4 


parody on Shakespeare’s ‘Merchant 
of Venice.’ It was passable. 





Alice Faye made it tough for her- 
self in the debut shot of her new 
series with Hal Kemp over CBS for 
Chesterfield last Friday (2) night. 
Swinging into a vocal early in the 
session, singer hopped in too soon. 
She was forced to a complete stop, 
had to ask Kemp to ‘take it again 
and wait for the introductory bars 
all over again. 

Painful moment for listeners and 


| must have been for the singer. While 
such 


an incident was amazing 
enough considering the rehearsal 


/ such network shows get. more sut- 


prising and commendable was the 


| way Miss Faye came back to bang 


over the tune for a forte climax 
Nice trouping. 





Varady of Vienna is going in for 
ultra-ultra swank in the commercials 
its Oil of Youth Face Cream 


Blurbs are spieled in a slight, 
though unmistakable, Viennese ac* 
cent. supposedly by Herr Varady 
himself. All very ‘distingue,’ as the 
femmes say. And, if there’s any- 
thing to psychology, Oil of Youth 
Face Cream should shortly be quite 


Show, as heard over WOR, 
actually waxed, including the com- 
mercial. Originates in WGN, Chi- 
cago, at another hour and, since’ tre 
local station and Mutual can’t be 
lined up for simultaneous airins 
is recorded for the WOR 


| dear to every girl’s heart. 


Perkins was the third 
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| Last Week's 15 Best Sellers 





*Was it Rain? 


*September in the Rain ... 


Toodleoo . 


others are pops. 





It Looks Like Rain........... COC ocecercccccccceies 
Merry-Go-Round BPD BPOWEE 660. 065066s6s0sdescce 
*Sweet Leilani sect tees ene e eee eeeeeeereesseseeeseees 
Sailboat in the PEAIIENS hoc ccdncccecccccccccccese Crawtord 
*Blue Hawaii ereceeesese SOSH HTH EEE HE eee eee eenas 


*Never in a EE PIE, BG £6 EE 0s 0 66 2600cdecesce 
¢Where or WheRiei sss DRGMMMN ANS 66.6446 64% 66 000 ae 


*Cause My Baby Says It’s SO. ..ceesseececcessesecces. 


You and Me That Used to Be. ...csscccccccsccsenes 


Morris 
. Harms 
Select 


Famous 

. santly-Joy 
. Robbins 
Chappell 
Remick 
Remick 
véaad Shapiro 

. Berlin 


sere eee eens 


ee eee eeses 


Dream In My Heart eeees sees igeeecerens Harms 

Carelessly , Te Cine ie Mewes +o 66666 06 660 6 60 6 be Ber] i 
*] Hum a Waltz eee pee Mille | 
* Indicates filmusical song. t Indicates stage productio son T i 








/ a ms 
i . , —- , 
Lysle Tomerlin and Andy Iona b q 
Long have peddied two new songs, Agin We er Trust Fun 
‘Polynesian Romance’ and ‘Just ; 


About Right,’ to Vanguard. 











Announcing the new Gordon and 
Revel score for the forthcoming 
Darry! Zanuck-20th Century Fox 
Production: 


“YOU CAN'T HAVE 
EVERYTHING” 


The swell score follows: 


AFRAID TO DREAM 
THE LOVELINESS OF YOU 


PLEASE PARDON US— 
WE’RE IN LOVE 


YOU CAN'T HAVE 
EVERYTHING 


Gordon and Revel’s 
waltz 


| HUM A WALTZ 


from 20th Century's 
“This Is My Affair” 


KITCHI-MI-KOKO ISLE 


England’s Novelty Hit 


Miccer AAusic, |[nc. 


#19 BROADWAY « 


great 


Also, 


NEW YORK , 











DUKE’S 
New Smash Hits 






a AT yHE 


Kit KAT 


7 ==» ‘arranged by JOE HAYMES 


\ " RECORDED ON 
e i MASTER AND 
—< VARIETY RECORDS 














| can 


j 
| 


St. Louis, July 6 
Opposition to proposal of 
Federation of Musicians 
tablish a $250,000 trust fund for re- 
tirement of its president, Joseph N. 
Weber, was made by local tooters’ 
umion in resolution 


aaopteda iast 


|week. Fund, which would remain 
under control of AFM, would pro- 
; vide an annual income of $7,500 


| of two 


Clarence E. Maurer 
local union aia opt 


Rival Musikers Use WTAM 
Broadcast in Noise War: 
Uproar at Cleveland Expo 


learned 


Cleveland. Julv 6 
Feud between bandmasters 
who work for the same boss, owner 
niteries at Great Lakes Ex- 
position, exploded during a broad- 
cast and drew two announcers into 
another argument. It almost ended 
in a battle royal and is still 
in radio circles. 

Ruckus began L. Nazaa 
Kurkdjie’s band on Pirchner’s Show- 
boat was airing opening of 
new Eldorado Club through WTAM. 
Club was formed for Expo showmen, 
radio and newspapermen and al] the 
town’s scribblers ! 


two 


echoing 


when 


opoats 


were taking mike 


| bows. 


| full blast. 


In the middle of it Otto Thurn’s 
orchestra, from Pirchner’s nearby 
Alpine Village, crashed t 
cast party with brass horns going 
For I 


, ’ 
ne oroad- 


about five minutes 


ithe two rival bands almost blew out 


| listen to him nor stop. 








nged by WILL HUDSON 


EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
1619 BROADWAY NEW YORK, N.Y 





the mike trying to drown each other 
out. 

Bromley House was handling 
announcing, but went up into the air 
himself. Neither maestro would 
Three fan 


what all 


the 


phone calls came in asking 
the hullabaloo was about. 
Tom Manning from WTAM staff. 
visiting at one of the tables, settled 
it by grabbing the mike from him 
and stopping both bands. Denying 
that it was a preconceived double- 
cross and that he didnt know 
Kurkdjie was on the air, Thurn and 
his Bavarians finally marched out 


| looking too innocent to be entirely 
| convincing. Rival resumed program 


but is still burning. After the musi- 


leal battle was over another was 
started by House, who jumped « 
Manning for butting 




















score 
coming ‘When 








From THE PAN 





HERALDING A NEW HIT DUO FROM BEN MARDEN’S SMART 
“RIVIERA FOLLIES OF 1937” 


THE IMAGE OF YOU 


’'M HAPPY DARLING 
DANCING WITH YOU 


AMERICAN 


DON’T YOU KNOW OR DON’T YOU CARE 


LEO FEIST, Inc. © 1629 BROADWAY * NEW YORK 


CASINO REVUE 




















Santly’s Columbia Tunes 


Santly Bros.-Joy will publish the 

of Columbia Pictures’ forth- 

Life Begins with 

Love.’ Ben Oakland and Benee 
11 co-authored 


> top tune 


Warn String Music 
Teachers Not to 


Lift Copyrights “i220. sce new 


al , Je ¥ 
¥ e { r 
¢ he t 4 t da 
| aCe c A- 
~ I Femer 
g numbers. MPPA 
E C aining 
S€ ve vot 
0 € King l@ iad 4 
] ange ist not ber ; 
wi per f the copyright 
ywner. The practice also cuts 
é of banjo, guitar and ukelele 
books by these publishers 


MPPA frequently is 
fretted instrument teachers about 
the right to do their own breaking 
down of popular tunes f pupils 
as part of the course Invariable 
answer is that the law makes no 
exception for special truction 
methods and that any tampering 
with a copyrighted work constitutes 
an iniringement, 


queried 


If it can be conveinently ar- 
ranged, Harry Fox, MPPA gen. mg! 
will have a 


- —piat r 
association 


representative from the 


deliver the word of 


person to the convent 


Synchronization and 


Pubs-SPA Testi Pact 


ANTI-BRIBERY PACT WIDELY WINKED A 
DANGER OF TRADE COMMISH PROBE CITED 





\ theese Fox Warns Music Biz That Hypocritical Be- 


havior on Competitive Issue Has Become Real 


Threat to All 


Music Publishers Protective As- 


sociation last week took recognition | 
f the resumption of wholesale plug 
ery I the industry In a 
ZR att ied n and 
fessional managers warn- 
& i er Ha ibe MPI A 
r ng and José \ McKee 
bs € ii insel that if the practice 
ed 
eage f fai ace actic 
ile 
‘ i€ l 
C S¢ lé n 


Trade 


' ti 

uation 
> ; ] the 
control ne 


¢ 


nr 
Vivul 


was appointment 
men. 


ymmiuttee to 


f a committee of essional 
It will be 


he cleaning p from within 


*} 

A r siy their ywwn jobs are 
4 i € ea t n them 
€ Q i | i} 
eral pub rs ‘ ed 

’ ‘ 7; 
€ D€ irom come- 
petitive quarters were not stopped 


would dispose of their profes- 


mal staffs entirely and go in for 
neral plug subsidizing 
Gathering of the pep music con- 
iG oeen I tigated DY iet 
ters received from a couple of pub- 
lishers declaring that they wanted 
r names withdrawn from the 
pledge which became effective last 
Aus t Letters asserted that the 
ig of band leaders and a sts 
Vas more rampant than ever: that 
the attitude of the industry toward 
the pledge had become hopelessly | 


invested 


autnority 


and that those 


administrative 


hypocritical 
with tne 


over the pledge were not the least 


nterested in taking action against 
the culprits. 
Incentive 
As has happened on previous oc- 
ca ‘ ns Ww he I called to at Cc int for 


nfair exploitation practices, the 


pro- 


fessional men singled out the 


shed lists of weekly network p 


pub- 


' 
zt 


Thev admitted that their main 


Transcription Issue 


Now Crystalized for Vote 


A. M. Wattenberg, counsel for the 
Warner Bros. music and 
John Schulman, Songwriters 
tective Association 
drawn up a memorandum 
ment giving the writers 45% 
money collected on synchronization 
and transcription rights. It is now 
ip to the SPA and the music pub- 


2 
} » “+ = | a ree 
lishers to vote on making the terms 


interests, an 
Pro- 
have 

agree- 

of the 


lawyer, 


of this agreement part of the i- 
form contract prevailing betweer 
writers and pubs 

SPA officia are a zg 
that the M ec F shers Prote € 
As at € t € - 
chequer 2% of the 10% deducted 
by the MPPA for its licensing serv- 
ice in connection with the syr 
and radio dise rights. The SPAites 
say they need this money to finance 
the association's offices Harry Fox, 
MPPA gm., sees no reason for split- 
ting commissions with the SPA since 
it is the MPPA which does all the 
work in licensing rights and collect- 


royalties. Fox also 
paving the salary of an SPA check- 
e 


ormniect<« tt 
IOJEC. ‘ 


© 


erupper who would be stationed 
+h wD .. oa 
in MPPA offices. 
mae —~ a # ++ £¢zZ + rt ¢ 
roponents of the 49% net spi.t 
are faced ie t e pp t f 


several of the major indie publish- 


ers, who contend that the old ar- 
rangement of 33 1-32 for the writers 
was an equitable one. These indie 
pubs assert that they will not be sold 
down the river by the firms which 
are either controlled by or allied 
film producers. Latter have 
little to do with works that are not 
property by 
contracts with the writers, 
leaves only the indie pubiis! 
obligated to give up 50% 
they receive to SPA members when 
mes to mechanical rights 


wort fe 
a 


tneir 





virtue of studio 


objective was making a good show- 
ing on these lists and it was their 
suggestion that the industry could 


long ways toward 


bs] 


go a 
orivery if tnis incentive were € 


nated. 


One prt fe SiOl al contactee aG- 
mitted paying out of |} wn pocket 
for a plug so that his total f the 
week would be just enough to get 
him on one of those lists. Out of 


he discussion on this point came the 
proposal that the MPPA negotiate 
for the takeover of the Accurate 
Reporting Service, which organiza- 
tion the 
performances, 
requested to 
lication of plug recapitulation 
Professional men named on 

clean-up committee are Rocco 
Joe Santly, Jonie T 


ocal checking of air 
and VARIETY be 


refrain from the pub- 


does 


that 


the 
Voc- 
ap, Elmore 


White, Chester Cohn, Harry Link. 
Sid La rraine, Phil K rnneisel and 
I iZ¢ Tanz. 








Harms Presents 


The Novelty Sensation 


THE MERRY 
GO ROUND 
BROKE DOWN 


THE LITTLE 
OLD FASHIONED 
MUSIC BOX 


VIENNA DREAMS 


I'M HATIN’ THIS 
WAITIN’ AROUND 


THE MOON IS IN 
TEARS TONIGHT 


From WB Prod., “Kid Galahad” 


BORN TO LOVE 


From FN’s “Talent 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bidg., N. Y 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof. Mer. 


Seout”’ 




















OUR PENTHOUSE 
LOVE IS NEVER 


Bs Walter Ballock and Hareld 


LEO FEIST, Inc. * 1629 








Hits from the RKO Radio Picture, “NEW FACES OF 1937” 


IT GOES TO YOUR FEET 


By Lew HKrown and Sammy Fain 


THE WIDOW IN LACE 


Spina 


ON THIRD AVENUE 
OUT OF SEASON 


NEW FACES 


By Charles Henderson 


BROADWAY * NEW YORK 
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No. 1—Lucky Strike Hit Parade 


THE COUNTRY’S BIGGEST SONG HIT! 


IT LOOKS LIKE RAIN IN CHERRY BLOSSOM LANE 


No. 1—Sheet Music Sales 


No. 1—Most Played On the Air 


By Leslie and Burke---JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO., 1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
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MUSIC «DANCE TOURS 











4 VISIT OR WRITE 


( MARK: 


* TEN O'CLOCK TOWN ~“ 


STARDUST ON THE 
MOON 


YOU'RE PRECIOUS 
TO ME 


A-HUNTING I WILL GO 


TOUCHED IN THE 
__HEAD 


WHAT A HEAVENLY 
NIGHT 


TWO ROCKING CHAIRS 


IF WE HAVE A 
ad RAINY SUNDAY 


x Orchestrations 50c each , 


a ate ol 


aaa RS 


se 





RADIO CITY 








YOU GANT RUN AWAY 
FROM LOVE. Gonnighe 


TV KNOW NOW 
THE SONG OF THE MARINES 


GAUSE MY BABY SAYSIT $0 
| 


THE LADY WHO LOULDN 
BE KISSED 


HIGHT OVER SHANGHAI 





. IcTURE 
if CWRRLES WARREN Pra! Mgr 


REMICK MUSIC CORP.,N.Y.C. 
ee aR RR MNRAS 





| summer 
| dumping $182,278 for back taxes into 





| Jan Savitt crew 
| dansapation, 
| heads the current vaude brnvaeeey 














4 
i 


The English Swing 
Novelty Hit 


. PETE’ 


Watch This Number 
The Country! 
| NET rm eS 


d Still the Nation’s Waltz 
tr ; Favorite 


i ‘SEVENTH HEAVEN’ 


SS LOZ 


. HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITY-NEW YORK.NY. 
PHIL KORNHEISER, Gen. Mar. 





Sweep 











—— 
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$182,278 IN TAX 
ARREARS PAID: 


Atlantic City, July 6. 
Million Dollar Pier opened for the 
season Friday (2) after 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the municipal treasury. 

Charles A. Hill, manager of the | 
Pier, and Leo Lewis, representing the | 
South Jersey Title Co., made the pay- 
ment, which covered the years 1933- 
36, and the first-half of ’37. An 
$857.50 fine was included. 

Ozzie Nelson orchestra and the 
are providing the 
while Stepin Fetchit 





On the Upbeat 


Mike Riley has returned to New 
Penn, Pittsburgh, for his second en- | 
gagement within a month, the result 
of his click on original visit. That 
was for one week only. Stays until | 
July 30 when Don Bestor comes in 
for fortnight. CRA handled. 

Jess Hawkins’ band into Kenny- 
wood Park, Pittsburgh, for two7 
weeks and Austin Wylie into West | 
View Park for similar stay. MCA | 
handled first and CRA the second. 











Rudy Vallee orch set by Leo Sal- | 


kin of CRA Chicago office, for the | ; 


week of August 23 at Chicago’s lake 
front celebration. 

Josephine Huston and Enric Mad- 
riguera orchestra open tomorrow 
(Thursday) night at the Surfside, 


Atlantic City, replacing Shep Fields | 


band, with Bert Frohman. 





Abe Frankle, manager of River- | 


view park, Des Moines, in Chicago 
to book name bands for one-night 
appearances 
during July and August. 





Mickey Alpert’s orch. 





for a series of Friday night fra-| 


roof, N.Y. 





| the Cherry Queen’s Ball of the Na- 
| tional Cherry Festival, Traverse 
| City, Mich., July 15. 





Silvertown Cord Orchestra, with 
| Sam Ross batoning, into the Hotel 
Nassau, Long Beach, N.Y., for the 
summer. 





Paul Collins band at Westlake 
Terrace, Indianapolis, for summer, 
has added Jenifer Sheffer, Indianap- 
gal to replace Eleanor Hansen. Lat- 
ter got herself spotted by Lucille 
Ryman, Universal talent scout and 











Tops in the Music Business 


THE YOU AND ME THAT USED TO. BE 





i) GONE WITH THE WIND 


i Nick Kenny’s New Sona Hit 


SEL OR ES 


Rhy ets 


Scenes ty 


Ras pee 





MY CABIN OF DREAMS 
CRAZY DREAMS 





CARELESSLY 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


799 SEVENTH AVE.,NEW YORK HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Manager 
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‘GORDON and REVEL Click Again! 
| 


in 20th Century-Fox’s ““WAKE UP AND LIVE” 
i Featuring Walter Winchell, Ben Bernie and Alice Faye 


NEVER IN A MILLION YEARS 
THERE’S A LULL IN MYLIFE WAKE UP AND LIVE 
'M BUBBLING OVER 





Robbins Music Corporation 


IT’S SWELL OF YOU 





799 7th Ave., New York 

















in the park ballroom | 
| Al Katz | 
and His Kittens set for July 10. 


| nightly at 
| Hills, Pa. 
Val Ernie band into Ben Marden’s | 


Riviera, last week to alternate with | 





Most Played on Air 





Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 


for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday (June 27- 
July 3) 
It Looks Like Rain 

(Morris) 
+Where or When 

(Chappell) 


magia tn in the Moonlight 
‘rawford) 
*There’s a Lull in My Life 
(Robbins) 
*They Can’t Take That Away 
(Chappell) 
Merry-Go-Round Breke Down 
(Harms) 
*All God’s Chillun Got Rhythm 
(Robbins) 
*September in the Rain 
(Remick) 
Carelessly 
(Berlin) 
Gone With the Wind 
(Berlin) 
You and Me That Used to Be 
(Berlin) 
Strangers in the Dark 
(Crawford) 
*I Know Now 
(Remick) 
*Tomorrow Is Another Day 
(Robbins) 
- *Cause My Baby Says It’s So 
(Remick) 
Image of You 
(Feist) 
You'll Never Go to Heaven 
(Donaldson) 
Miller’s Daughter Marianne 
(Shapiro) 
Having a Wonderful Time 
(Paull-Pioneer) 
*Never in a Million Years 
(Robbins) 
*Sweet Leilani 
(Select) 
*Whispers in the Dark 
(Famous) 
*Me, Myself and I 
(Words and Music) 
*Message From Man in Moon 
(Robbins) 
*Was It Rain? 
(Sansly-Joy) 
* Indicates filmusical song. 
t Production Number. 











departed for Hollywood with her 
mother. 





Charles Lanterman’s band playing 
the Carmen, Minisink 





Bernie Whitman’s ork set for sum- 
|mer at Bossard’s Mt. Pocono Grill, | 
| Mt. Pocono, Pa. 

Johnny Messner’s orchestra, with | 
Jeanne D’Arcy as vocalist, tooting | 





William Penn Hotel’s Urban Roof, 
Pittsburgh, has picked up Happy | 


| ternity dances at the Hotel McAlpin | Felton’s option for four weeks more. 





| Hal Stearns orch opened at the 


Maurie Sherman band dated for} Bel Air Beach Club on the Coast. 


| 





Dick Jurgens played two-day en- 
gagement at Saltair, Utah, July 6-7. 
Outfit heading east. 





Red Norvo-Mildred Bailey organ- 
ization one-nites Sunday (11) at 
Lake Compounce, Bristol, Conn. 





Bob Crosby band plays Roton Point 
park, South Norwalk, Conn., next 
Sunday, 





Oak Grove Casino, Milford, Conn., 
working Blanche Calloway’s orch. 
Sunday. 





Nano Rodrigo tango orch in the 
new Patio del Sol, outdoor terrace at 
the Traymore Hotel, Atlantic City, 
for the summer. 





Orchestra of Duke University 
studes dishing out the dance tunes 
on the S.S. Bremen this summer. 





Berlin’s Film Four 


Hollywood, July 6. 
Irving Berlin’s music firm will 
publish four ditties featured in 





completed by Victor Schertzinger, 
who is producing the film. 

Numbers include ‘That’s What 
-Loving You Did for Me,’ ‘Right or 
Wrong,’ ‘Out of the Blue,” and ‘Some- 
thing to Sing About.’ All the ditties 





film. 





Gasparre’s Loop Date 


Chicago, July 6. 
Initial appearance of Dick Gas~ 
| parre’s orchestra in Chicago set, be- 
| ginning Aug. 6, to replace Eddie 
| Duchin at the Palmer House. 
| Set with Gasparre for the Mutual 
| wire spot are the DeMarcos, 


: 
| 
| 





Ballroom’s 100-Mile Pick-Up 
Philadelphia, July 6. 
| One of longest indie remotes in 
| country began Saturday (3) when 


WIP started airing Art Shaw band 
from Marine Ballroom, Wildwood. 

Pick-up is wired about 100 miles. 
It is sponsored ley the ballroom. 


Grand National's ‘Something to Sing | 
About’ under an arrangement just | 


are warbled by Evelyn Daw in the | 


Associated Renews 


Associated Music Pyblishers, Inc., 
last week renewed the licenses for 
its transcription library through the 
Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion. New agreement runs to June 
30, 1938, and involves a minimum 
payment of $25,000 in royalties. 

Not covered by the renewal are 
a large number of selections which 
|are gradually being pruned from 
| the AMP library. These in a large 


| measure consist of pop tunes which 








| have run their course of popularity. | 





| Music Notes 





Edgar Leslie and his wife left last | 


week for a round-the-world cruise. 

Harry Wurtzel purchased ‘Lonely 
River,’ tune by S. H. Samuels and | 
Robert Joseph. 





| 


Harold Adamson and Jimmy Mc-| 


| Hugh authored a new ditty, ‘Once 


| You're in Love,’ at Universal. 

| Gus Kahn, Bronislau Kaper and 
| Walter Jurmann cleffed trio of dit- 
‘ties for Metro’s ‘The Ugly Duckling’ 
| | titled ‘Never Was There Such a Per- 
| fect Day,’ ‘From Every Lonely Heart’ 
and ‘Early Morning Sequence.’ 








Hoagy Carmichael aired two of his | 


new ditties, 


‘I Love You Like an Old | 


| Felt Hat’ and ‘This Is How a Dream | 


| Should End.’ 





George McMurray new press 
agent for the Horace Heidt orches- 
tra. He was formerly on the CBS 
publicity staff. 


| ASCAP’s Coast Meet 


Hollywood, July 6. 

Coast members of American So- 
| ciety of Composers, Authors and 
|Publishers huddle with E. C. Mills 
at Victor Hugo cafe tomorrow 
(Wed.) night. 

Mills is coming down from Seattle 
where he fought anti-Ascap legisla- 
tion. 











Half-Price to Peek 


Hershey, Pa., July 6. 
Bob Crosby orchestra set in at 
| Hershey Ballroom here for the July 
| 4th holiday killing with management 
| using double barrelled price policy. 
Special stands for spectators put in 
| service with tariff fixed at half a 
| check a head. 
Double to dance. 





Charley Agnew’s option at Bill 
|Green’s Terraced Gardens, Pitts- 
burgh, lifted for additional month. 


MCA handled. 










Announcing 
Three Big Song Hits 
from “SING AND BE HAPPY” 
The New 20th Century-Fox 
Musical 


‘Sing and Be Happy’ 


‘What A 
Beautiful Beginning’ 


‘Travelin’ Light’ 


MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO . So 
1250 SIXTH AVENUE 


ACA BYILE 


NEW YORK 


le A 
re Agen? 














“POLYNESIAN ROMANCE” 
“JUST ABOUT RIGHT” 


By LYSLE TOMERLIN and ANDY IONA 
LONG, Writers of “SOUTH SEA ISLAND 
MAGIC” 


VANGUARD SONGS 
6411 Hollywood Bivd., Hollywood, Calif. 
JULIO ALONSO, Prof. Mgr. 








Sensational Song: Hit Fron 


RKO “New Faces of 193- 


PECKIN 


The New Summer Sensation! 


IS. THIS GONNA BE 
MY LUCKY SUMMER 


Will Hudson's Latest 


Au: MY DESIRE 


Seasons Loveliest Beallar 


MOON AND SEA 


The Comedy Hit of 1937 


TODAY | AM A MAN 


MILLS MUSIC, Ine. 
1619 Broadway @ New York, W. Y. 

















| ee 








Ded Ee New Instrumental Novel- 
ties by the Publishers of 
“Nola” and “Polly” 


“CHINA DOLL 
PARADE”’ 


“WHISTLING 
MOSE”’ 


Distinctive Piano or 
Orchestra Specialties 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILOING RADIO CITY 
NEW YORK 











HOAGY CARMICHAEL’S 


OLD MAN MOON 


From Hal Roach’s MGM Prod. ‘‘Topper” 


From “CHEROKEE STRIP” 


MY LITTLE 
BUCKAROO 


The song with the Hawaiian flavor 


LITTLE HEAVEN OF 
THE SEVEN SEAS 


By Scholl and Jerome 
Writers of ‘‘Buckaroo’’ 





M. WiITMARK & SONS 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. ¥. 
SOLLY COHN, Prof. Mer. 


























| 





The Nation-Wide Hit 


SEPTEMBER 
IN THE RAIN 


By WARREN and DUBIN 








REMICK MUSIC CORP. | 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. f. 














CHARLIE WARREN. Pref. Mgr 














_~ 











A great musical score from MGM’s production featuring the MARX BROS. 


““A DAY AT THE RACES”’ 


| The swell score, by Gus Kahn, Kaper and Jurmann follows: 


| TOMORROW IS ANOTHER DAY 

A MESSAGE FROM THE MAN IN THE MOON 
| ALL GOD’S CHILLUN GOT RHYTHM 
| BLUE VENETIAN WATERS 


| ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


@ 799 7th Ave., New York 
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BURLESQUE’S REPRIEVE 


Burlesque, in New York, it would appear, is to be given one more chance. 
It is to change its name, its style of entertainment and avoid the filth and 
vulgarity which eventually drove recent burlesque from the field. The 
further it keeps from the old formula the better its chances of surviving 
me the watchful eyes of an inimical city government and outraged 


uplift societies. 








Those interested in the upbuilding of the show business will watch the 
developments with serious attention if not optimism. They will hope for 
the best, but fear the worst; a not altogether encouraging attitude, but 
one for which the outsider cannot well be blamed. The theatres about 
to be reopened are still under lease to those whose flagrant flaunting of 
nudity and obscenity resulted in their closing. It is perhaps not unnatural 
to speculate as to whether or not they have learned their lesson suffi- 
ciently well. 

Recently burlesque has been in the hands of those who found it easier 
to. work along the lines of least resistance than to attempt seriously the 
production of low-cost, low-priced entertainment. It was simpler to place 
increased stress upon nudity than to endeavor to raise standards of enter- 
tainment to a higher level. When one stripper failed to excite a proper 
commotion at the box office, it was easier to add more strippers than to 
improve comedy and productional values. 

In its heyday, burlesque approached rather closely the musical comedy 
standards. It is very possible that this was a mistake. When burlesque 
departed from its free and easy ways and too closely aped the Broadway 
standards, it lost the appeal to its original clientele without gaining suf- 
ficient new supporters to make the departure profitable. Burlesque once 
possessed a quality of its own. It was rowdy, racy entertainment of a 
quality to appeal to the type of patron who found himself ill at ease at 
the more polite Broadway shows. It spoke the language of the unlettered. 
It did not awe them with its pretentions. It was on the 
responsive patrons. And those patrons were not the morons and degener- 
ates who came later to the support of the exotic form. 

If the new experiment is to be a success, the style of entertainment 
will be framed to appeal to those of slow mental perceptions. The comedy 
will be obvious rather than subtle. It will be more slapstick than satiric. 
It will be something the elemental mind can grasp and appreciate without 
overtaxing a limited intelligence. Which does not mean that it has to be 
dirty. Broad humor is not necessarily suggestive nor indecent. It needs 
only to be simple. Unless the former .burlesque tycoons can keep their 
new shows reasonably clean, they might more profitably rent their lobbies 
for juice joints and keep the auditoriums closed. 


level of its | 


Trying to see just how closely the new style show can approach the | 
burlesque standards will not be profitable. 
would only invite comparison to foliow that model. 


Burlesque went too far. It 
The new form must 


be different, distinctive, amusing—and clean. 





Shuttered Philly Negro Vaudeville 


House, Burley Attacked As Obscene 


Philadelphia, July 6. 

Negro vaude shows at Nixon- 
Grand theatre here and burlesque 
figured prominently in charges fired 
Thursday (1) by Mayor’s Crime 
Commish that District Attorney 
isn’t doing all he could to protect 
morals of good people of Philly. 

Report made several months ago 
by commish, which consists of five 
clergymen, has just been made pub- 
lic. D. A. replied that it was ‘vile,’ 
‘untrue’ and ‘full ,of slimy _in- 
nuendos.’ 

Regarding Grand, which is now 
a for summer, the commish 
said: 

‘The District Attorney was given 
a report on the Nixon-Grand the- 
aire, the investigation in this in- 
stance having been personally made 
by one of the members of the Com- 
mission (Rev. Daniel A. Poling, 
pastor of Grace Baptist Temple, 
which is practically across the street 
from the house). 

‘The programs during the week 


of the Commissioner’s survey were | 


particularly 


lewd, suggestive and 
obscene. 


There was a dancing con- 


tortionist advertised as ‘Tanya,’ who | 
seemed determined to tear her body | 
apart as she entertained lewdly. The | 


whole program was inexpressibly 
vicious, 


‘The place was crowded with men, | 


women and children of both colors 
and all ages, Children as imma- 
fure as 8€ven and 10 were present.’ 

The report passingly referred to 


failure of police to take action 


against burley houses and niteries. 


No mention here yet of a burley | 


purge, as all houses were already 
dark to duck the heat when New 
York shebang broke. 


Mal Hallett in Theatres 


; Mal Hallett orchestra does two 
ete engagement at the Paramount 
heatre, N. Y., opening July 21, fol- 


lowing with the Earle, Philadelphia, 
Aug. 6. 


D 
aen 








ates then follow at Iroquois Gar- 
ens, Louisville, Ky., Aug. 13; Michi- 
om theatre, Detroit, Aug. 20; Steel 
ane Atlantic City,.Aug. 31, and the 
“etropolitan theatre, Boston, Sept. 6. 
ae LeRoy will augment Mal Hal- 
"s orch at the Paramount, N. Y.. 
Starting July 21. 
qt ll be the hoofer’s first pop stage 
‘s'€ on Broadway in some time. 





/PITT. SHOWBOAT FOLDS 
~ SUDDENLY; NO PAY-OFF 


Pittsburgh, July 6. 

| First nitery casualty of the year 
| around here arrived last week when 
| Show Boat folued without warning 
| Thursday night (1) leaving band and 
a flock of performers holding the 
bag. Boat was taken over by Furey 
Ross in September and managed to 
survive two early spring floods, 
which damaged the spot consider- 
ably both times. 

Show Boat at one time was Pitts- 
burgh’s leading nitery. Used to have 
a gambling casino on second floor 
and has never fully recovered from 
a police raid on spot about six years 


'ago. It’s been operated since that 
| time by seven or eight different 
| managements. 


NVA’s New Officers 
Inducted Into Office 


NVA Friday (2) inducted into of- 
fice practically an entirely new slate 
of officers for the now strictly so- 
cial club. Only holdover officers are 
Henry Chesterfield, as secretary, 
and John M. Liddy as treasurer. 


‘Sandrini, Charles 





Louis Handin, former actor now 
an attorney, was elected president, 
with Ernie Van getting the post of 
v.p. Elections are for one year. 

Board of directors, totalling seven, 
elected includes Jim Harkins, 
Charles H. Preston, Joe McInerney, | 
Rosa Crouch, Joe Verdi, Wilbur Held | 
and Mrs. George Primrose. 

Unlike the past, none of the club’s | 
officers will be salaried. Till the | 
NVA moved from its elaborate club- | 
house on West 46th street, Chester- 
field received $250 weekly. Until | 
recently the club had been paying | 
him $10 weekly for keeping the rec- | 
ords, but now this is also out. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 





SKELTON INTO NITERY 


DUCHIN GETTING $17,000 
FOR 2 MIDWEST WEEKS 


Chicago, July 6. 
Balaban & Katz has set Eddie 
Duchin for one week at the Chi- 
cago here, through Music Corp. of 
America, following appearance at 
Minneapolis week of Aug. 6. Salary 
reported $17,000 for the two-week 

period. 
Duchin 

' House, 


PHILA. NITERIES 
STILL DIVING 


Philadelphia, July 6. 





is current at the Palmer 








] 


| Niteries, which hit punkaroo biz 
|about two months ago, are still 
| traveling downhill trail here. Ops 


| look for nothing promising till mid- 
| September, either. 

Three of the top spots are now 
shuttered. Latest to go is 1214 Club. 
‘21’ extinguished coupla weeks ago, 
}as did Frankie Palumbo’s. First 
| time in 54 years that the Palumbo 
spot closed. 
| Only four big midtown spots are 
| operating now and their swinging 
| doors aren’t swinging much. They 
| are Benny the Bum’s, Arcadia, 
| Adelphia and Walton Roof. 
| Two ace clubs clicking neatly now 
are Anchorage and Evergreen Ca- 
sino. Both have terraced dining 
' space and dance fioors. Anchorage, 
;} on river drive, and Evergreen, on 
| Roosevelt Boulevard, are picking up 
| much of better auto trade coin. 








Readying the Show 
For N. Y. Int’l Casino 


Pierre Sandrini and Jacques 
Charles, Parisian producers, are 
now in New York readying the 
show to inagurate the new Inter- 


national Casino atop the Criterion 
theatre, N. Y. This cabaret-the- 
atre, a la the French Casino, will 
feature an ‘international’ type 
show and Sandrini, Charles, et al. 
are currently casting the American 
components on this side. The for- 
eign talent will come over later. 
Spot is slated to open end of 
August. Joe (Hollywood restaurant) 


Moss, Louis J. Brecker (Roseland 
ballroom), George Olsen, the band- 
man, and Dave Loew are among 
the financial investors. Olsen _ is 


currently at the Cocoanut Grove, 
Los Angeles. His wife, Ethel 
Shutta, sails Saturday (10) for a 


Honolulu vacation before returning 
to engage actively in the new nitery 
venture. 





AUSSIE ACTS SHOVE OFF 
Hollywood, July 6. 
Four acts are sailing from Van- 
couver for Melbourne Wednesday 
(8) to tour the Australian circuit. 
Group, all booked by Sam Kramer, 
Coast rep for Tivoli Circuit, includes 


| ‘ 
| America. 





Three Flames, Henning and Betty, 


Earl Fope and Lang, and Christye | 
/and the Chalet, $50. 


and Gould. 














Osterman Now Also 
Nitery Producing 








Jack Osterman, who on a come- 


back is now in his seventh week at 
| Mario’s Mirador, N. Y., more or less 
indefinitely, is turning producer for 
the spot and will put on a new show 
(33) 
Osterman 
Wednesday 
nights and a week ago, through ar- 
rangements with the Hotel Astor 
Roof, Rudy Vallee and his entire 
troupe held the Mirador floor from 
2:30 until 4 a.m. as a compliment to 
|Osterman. Starting the Wednesday 
nights first with Patsy Keily, fol- 
lowed by Beatrice Lillie, Fannie 
Brice and Jack Pearl, tonight (Wed.) 
| it will be Willie and Eugene Howard. 
| Others arranged for include Belle 
Baker and Dave Rubinoff. 


to open next Tuesday 


} 
| Since here 


coming in 


has organized guest 


George Black Jr. New 
In U.S. to Learn Show 


George Black, Jr., son of the Lon- 


|don theatre operator, has joined the 


|New York office of Music Corp. of 


Figures on learning the 


band and nitery act booking busi- | 


ness from the American end, then 
returning to England to help handle 
his father’s interests. 

Arrangements were set by the 


|elder Black and Jules C. Stein, MCA 
| prez, during the latter’s recent stay 


in London. 


SUBURBAN DETROIT 
NITERIES ON CARPET 


Detroit, July 6. 





Operators of several exclusive nite | 


spots in Detroit area, included among 
40 niteries in Macomb and Wayne 
counties, were called on the carpet 
last week by state liquor control 
commish on charges of alleged 
liquor violations. Quiz is result of 
intensive drive launched coupla 
weeks ago on gambling and rum 
violations in the Macomb area, which 
surrounds Detroit. 

Among the better spots warned at 
conference in Lansing were Blossom 
Heath, Lido, Venice Club, the Chalet, 
Lake Shore Golf Club and Mike's 
Bar, serving a swank Grosse Pointe 
clientele. All were called on the 
carpet for alleged Sunday liquor 
sales, 8 

Club Lido and the To-Jo Farms 
nitery were raided two weeks ago 
and gambling. devices smashed by 
Macomb officers. 

After the hearing, punishment 
was meted out by the liquor board 
as follows: License suspended, Club 
Lido and Lake Shore Country club 
spot. Fines, Blossom Heath, $300, 


Hill's y Elenhants-5 Ponies Act Cops 


Chi Dept. Store Showmanship Race 


Chicago, July 6. 

Week-by-week competition among 
Chicago department stores to see 
who can put on biggest free show, 
tied in with merchandising, was won 
again last week by Goldblatt’s. Did 
it by lugging Will Hill’s Society 
Circus, including two elephants and 
five ponies, up to the ninth floor for 
six shows a day, four-day run. 


| Acts were used in conjunction 
with a bargain sale. Everything 
tied-in, including a 28-page news- 


| paper size giveaway, store front and 


Chicago, July 6. 

Red Skelton comes into the Chez» 
Paree here on Aug. 15. 
SkeHon recently closed a_five- | 
week gallop at the RKO Palace here. | 


|}with the elephant 


| interior decoration. 


Of the six shows a day, two were 
team, two with 
the five ponies, and two the com- 


bined cilcus. 


| throughout the four days, and since 


| charge 


Store was jammed, 


a line of standees waited for each 
show to finish so they could rush in 
for the next, Max Applebough, in 
of Goldblatt’s 
department, is 
circus did it. 

When caught, show drew a ¢a- 
pacity (300) audience, mostly kids 
and their parents, with a few mer- 
chants from the rival stores in to 
see how things were going. Hill and 
his act got plenty of billing both in 
and out pf the store. 


showmanship 
convinced that the 


Other merchants are doing only 
their usual summer shows. Fair is 


still plugging away with museum 
stuff, and Marshall Field's and Car- 
sons doing pink teas and fashion 
shows, 


Biz Through J. C. Stein 


New Faces Feature the Openmg 
Of What May Be Big A.C. Season 


Atlantic City, July 6. 

For the first time since prohibition 
days, shore night life is swinging 
into high. Only the mayoral ban 
against nudity and the legislative 
'bar against feminine employment 
after midnight have thus far been 
the disturbing factors, but operators 
are hoping for the best and going 
along as if neither barrier existed. 


|} Nearly all the 40 or more night 
clubs in and about the cily have 
been redecorated, several renamed, 


and most of them showing a brand 
new crop of entertainers in the mod- 
ern style to succeed such names as 
Evelyn Nesbit, Paul Whiteman, Jim- 
my Durante, Joe Frisco, Ann Pen- 
nington and Little Jackie Heller. 

At Babette’s new Atlantic City 
room, there is Rudy Vallee’s Stan- 
ley Meehan, who is featured as the 
main male vocalist with the Three 
Sophisticated Ladies handling the 
comedy assignment. Meehan is an 
Atlantic City boy and former elec- 
trician on the Municipal Audi- 
torium’s public address system. 

Oshins and Lessey, comedians, and 
Mark Plant, a baritone, are tops at 
Phil Barr’s 500 Club, Mack Pepper, 
dancer, features the breezy show 
at the Chez Paree, which is the 
Frenchified moniker for the old 
Beaux Arts. La Costa and Lolita, 
a clever adagio team, are doing a 
turn in the small but talented show 
at Renault’s Tavern, where Etzi Co- 
'vato’s orchestra is installed for a 
| second Aberdeen Ali and 
Ravida, dance team, are at the col- 
ored Club Harlem. 

The Brooks Twins are camping at 
the Old Club Madrid, which has re- 
opened under the name of Suzanne’s, 
Ralph Weloff’s Paradise boasts an 
all-colored revue headed by Kloak, 
| one of Cab Calloway’s prodigies. Ann 
| Branco is the vocal attraction at the 
Torch Club, along with a pair of 
‘nut’ comedians, Jackie Miles and 
Lenny Kent, 

Sheila Barrett is just now the big- 
gest name in town, the impersonator 
holding forth at the Bath and Turf 
Club, where Nan Blackstone is also 


season, 


doing some of her risque piano- 
logues, 
Hotels Laying Off 

None of the Boardwalk hotels 


have opened up very strong, due to 
|labor strife. Several of the more 
| important hostelries have been em- 
| barrassed in the past month by sud- 
| den walkouts of waiters and kitchen 
|help. The Ritz Merry-Go-Round, 
fone of the more popular cocktail 
spots, is unsuitable for any other 
than vocal talent and there are no 
names slated. Roger Kay’s music, 
| standard vaudeville and radio acts 
will be featured at the Ambassador 
Grill as the season progresses, The 
Shelburne Grill promises no more 
than the incidental music of a pian- 
ist and the hotel orchestra, The 
| Traymore’s new spot, Patio del Sol, 
| features the tango music of Andre 
| Taloff, with Bill Madden’s orchestra 
jin the grill and dance teams over 
| the weekends, 

| The St, Charles plans a night club 
|carrying the title of ‘Burl-Esquire,’ 
with talent doubling from the Globe 
burlesque show nearby. The Bank- 
ers’ Tavern boasts a Skyway show 
headed by Arthur Budd, while Joe 
Ray leads the ‘French Follies’ at the 
French Casino. 

Among the names who have been 
booked for the summer are Ted 
Lewis, Bill Robinson, Jack Pearl, 
James Hall, the Three Stooges, Belle 
Baker and Harry Richman, The old 
system of high tariffs seems to have 
gone with the wind. Popular prices 
prevail in most of the establish- 
ments, 


Pro Nights to Fox, B’klyn 


Because of the fact that the Para- 
mount, Brooklyn, has been averag- 
ing a profit of over $5,000 weekly 
but the Fox, part of the three-way 
Si Fabian-Paramount-Warner pool, 
hasn't been doing well, the ‘profes- 
sional nights’ were moved Friday 
night (2) trom the Par to the Fox. 
Fabian who operates the Par, Fox 
and Strund under the pooling ar- 
rangement with Par and WB, cone 
trols the Fox and operated that pricr 
to taking over the other two theatres 
in downtown Brooklyn, 

With moving of the pro nights to 
the Fox, this house now has siage 
entertainment two nights each week, 
there also being an amateur radio 
hour every Monday evening which 

j wll be contimued, 











TMM Gog 








ES RE es 








48 VARIETY Wednesday, July 7, 1937 

















SHAPE UP..AS ONE OF THE 
: cal ww TRULY’ NOVEL BALLROOM |= 
\ TEAMS ON BOTH ‘SIDES iE: 
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Abel Green in ‘Variety’ . 
Sut ‘ Issue June 30, 1937 . 
R 
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| Booked for an extended | 





| | engagement of 40 weeks 
: At the 
| RAINBOW ROOM 

| RAD!O CITY, NEW YORK 








| NOW IN STH WEEK 





Management JACK DAVIES 
International Theatrical Corp, 
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Rainbow Room Gets 
Interpretive Dancer 
A.W.0.L. From Reich 


Lotte Goslar, Nazi refugee, con- 
sidered Europe’s greatest dancing 
mime, opens July 14 at the Rainbow 
Room, N. Y. It’s a departure for a 
nitery to book an interpretive 
terper of Miss Goslar’s calibre, but | 








John Roy, managing director, is | 
personally sponsoring her as a 
unique novelty. 

Miss. Goslar toured with Erika 


Mann’s ‘Pepper Mill’ revue abroad 
and then played for Voskovez & 
Werich, the- Prague impresarios, be- 
fore coming to America. 

During her engagement, Marie 
Rave and Naldi, adagio ballroomists, 


drop out, but are booked back for 
a series of repeats. Raye-Naldi hold 
one of the longest term deals at 
the swank Rockefeller nitery ever 


accorded a dance team. 


RUFE DAVIS HELD WEST, 
PITT SHIFTS ‘MT. MUSIC 


Pittsburgh, July 6. 

Unable to finish his assignment in 
Par’s ‘This Way Please’ in time, 
Rufe Davis, the hillbilly comic, has 
asked for and received a 
from his contract to 
here in connection with his first 
picture, ‘Mountain Music.’ As re- 
sult of this the WB-Loew paol has 
shifted ‘Music’ into Penn, where it 
will play week beginning Friday (9) 
without benefit of stage show. 

Davis was to have been on the 
Stanley bill week of July 16 with 
Herman Bing, so Stanley has booked 
in Joe Venuti’s band to share honors 
with spluttering comic. 

So far WB deluxer is without a 
flesh attraction July 23, but with an- 
other Major Bowes unit a more than 
likely entry for this spot, with Three 
Stooges due in following week to 
round up list of bookings so far. 
Harry Kalmine, zone manager for 
WB here, going to New York for | 
a week to try and round up some | 
dates for August. 


C10 Loses Out in Philly 
_ Nitery Battle with AFL’ 


Philadelphia, July 6. 

American Federation of Labor-CIO 
struggle to represent employes of 
Arcadia-International Restaurant 
here, which for a while had operator 
Art Padula faced with pickets which- 
ever way he moved, has been ironed 
out by forcing CIO from the picture. 

Jam. was straightened by the A. F. 
of L. sending each employe a letter 
telling him he was ineligible to work 
if his dues weren’t paid up. Those 
who joined CIO weren’t going to pay 
twice, so the¥Y were dropped from 
A. F. of L. and Padula was given 
privilege of firing them. He hired 
A. F. of L. men in their place. When 
ClO’ers began to picket, they were 
shoeed by Mayor Wilson. 





| held in 
The Stevens are to present their 


release 
play Stanley 





| 








Diamonds for Dallas 


Diamond Bros. (3) have been set | 
for six weeks at the Pan-American 
Casino, nitery adjunct of the Greater | 
Texas-Pan American Exposition in | 


Dallas. Open Aug. 21. 
Deal set by Larry Puck of the Lou | 
Irwin office in N. Y. 





Kalchsise’s Coast Trek 


' Nat Kalcheim, of the William Mor- 
ris agency in New York, is en route | 
to the Coast. Left N. Y. Thursday | 
(1) by train, with a stop-off first in | 
Detroit. 


It’s strictly a vacation tr‘p. 
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Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 
Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St. New York, N. ¥. 


Birthday, 








RUDY VALLEE | 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. || 
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200 CHARLIE McCARTHY 
KIBITZERS FORM ASS’N 


Cincinnati,- July 6. 
The Puppeteers of America was 
organized here last week during a 
four-day convention at the Hotel 
Gibson. Body claims 200 profes- 
sional and amateur puppeteers as 
members. 


Paul McPharlin, Birmingham, 
Mich., was elected honorary pres- 
| ident. Rufus Rose, Waterford, 
; Conn., was named chairman of the 
; governing council. Other members | 
of the council are: George New, | 

Yecatur, Ill.: Helen Reisdorf, De- | 
troit ecretary; William Duncan, 
Cleveland, treasurer; Romaine Proc- 
tor, Springfield, Ill.; Blanche Hutto, 


Ft. Wayne, Ind.;: Don Vestal, Chi- 
cago, and Martin Stevens, New 
York 

Stevens and hi wife, Olga, ar- 
ranged for the roundup of pup- 
peteer 150 of whom were present 
from all parts of the U. S. Or- 


ganization’s 


1938 convention 
Chicago. 


‘Joan of Are’ 
International 
the week of Oct. 14-19. 

Of the hundreds of hand-made 
puppets which members displayed at 
the convent 


the 
Paris, 


puppet show at 


Exposition in 


one that attr 
‘Oscar,’ 
a ventriloguist’s figure produced by 
George McElroy, 24, who helps his 
dad in a print shop in Harrison, O., 
a suburb of Cincy. 

‘Oscar’ moves not only his lower 
jaw, as do other dummies, but also 
his upper lip, rolls his ping-pong 
ball eyes up and down and east and 
west, arches his eyebrows, sticks 
tongue, has a lighted nose, 
wriggles his nose and ears, and has 


a fright wig. 


acted 


considerable attention was 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
As usual, the Downie Bros. Circus 
was here; Col. Charles Sparks again 
opened house for 


nected with show biz. 

Willard C. Patterson left the 
Rogers hospital for a change of} 
‘downtown’ ozone. He is now pri- 


| vate cottage’ing. 


Alice Carman, singer, who has 


seen. 10 years of this thing, holding | 
iup nicely. 


James Seeley, Loew theatre treas- 
urer from Miami, Florida, here as 
a new ozoner. 


The John Louden’s are New York- | 


ing and messing around New Jersey 
for a fortnight of vacashing. 

Tommy Abbott, who spent two 
weeks at the Daisy Farm, Pine Bush, 
N. Y., will 47th St. and Broadway 
it for a day, then return to the 
Rogers hospital. 

Revised and official list of names 
and addresses of ‘show-folks’ in the 
Actors’ Colony. 

Will Rogers Memorial hospital: 

Sylvia Abbott, Thomas Abbott, 
Marie Bainchi, Marya Blake, Theo- 
dore G. Bodwell, Robert Wm. Burke, 
Marion Carinon, Camille Carpentier, 
Fifi Climas, Ethel Clouds, John De- 
Giovanni, Alfred DeLoraine, Eddie 
(Cardomone) Dowd, John Edwards, 
Herbert Elder, Melvin Fox, Murray 
Friedman, Mildred Gardner, Harry 
Gordon, Jennie Grande, Marion 
Greene, William Oliver Janney, Dor- 
othy Kruse, Beatrice Lee, Dan. H. 
Lee, Edith Lemlich, John Louden, 
Peggy McCarthy, Edward Mc- 
Gushion, Lucile McKay, Mollie Man- 
tel, William Milne, Richard J. 
Moore, Armond Monte, . Margaret 
Newell, Cora O’Connell, 
Parker, Salvadore Ragone, Ford 
Raymond, Milton Reich, William J. 
Robertson, Martha Gill Rogow, Ed- 


ward Ross, Micheal Schultz, Garry 


Sitgreaves, Ben Schaffer, Joseph Tio, 


Brian Tracy, Mark Vance, Eddie 
Vogt, Irving Wilbur, Henry G. 


Wunsch, Jules Zwilling, James See- 
ley. 


Claude Lawson, 68 Lake Flower | 
avenue; John Dempsey, 19 Broadway; 


Chris Hagedorn, 28 Church street; 
Katherine Keenan, 49 Franklin ave- 


| nue; Russ Kelly, 19 Broadway; Alice 


66 Lake Flower avenue; 
Northwoods San; 


Carman, 
Jimmy Cannon, 


| Arthur Alverez, c/o W. N. B. Z.; Ray 
|'Ketchem, 10 So. Hope street; Jimmy 
| Marshall, 
'and Charlie Barrett, 302 Broadway; | 
Lodge; | 


Rainbow Lodge; Harry 
Manny Lowy, Ala-Vista 
Helen O'Reilly, 40 Main street. 

Write to those you know at 


Saranac, 


YOUNGMAN TO DETROIT 





Henry Youngman goes into the 
Fox, Detroit, week of July 16. 
William Morris office set the 


deal, 


will be 


every one con-| 


Joseph | 





© 15 YEARS AGO e 


(From Variety and Clipper) 








Columbia Amusement Co., burley 
wheel, celebrated its 20th anniver- 





sary. VARIETY got out a special issue. 





Famous Players bought the Black 
New England chain. 


Will Hays telling the 
Federation of Women’s 
Chautauqua, what they could do to- 





General 


| ward making pictures better. His 
first big contact. 

Lights, a theatrical club, toured 
amateur circus Rained out four 
performance and the tour a 
Dust. 

Mo s thea e, Rockaway 
went tat F eS 7 25 i ] 
had not used big vaudeville. The 
late William Morris persuaded Patsy 
Morrison to try the high priced siuff, 
and it was a winner. Lately the 
Keith office had booked. 

Chorus girls in the Cantor show 
staged a riot on the stage of the 
Winter Garden the closing night. 
Had expected to work all summer 


and plenty sore at the shutdown. 


Rainy weather w: making it 
tough for the beaches and parks, but 
it was helping hold Broadway 
houses open. End of June showed 21 
shows still running. 


For Fannie Brice’s fourth consecu- 
tive week at the Palace,.they made 
it a family affair by adding her 
| brother, Lew, to the bill. York and 
King and Adelaide and Hughes also 
featured. Van and Schenck had to 
do nine songs before they could get 
away. 


1 Glut of foreign acts, mostly 

German, anticipated the coming sea- 
son. Bars only recently down for 
the Huns. American acts no like. 

Little theatres on the downbeat, 
chiefly through lack of care in play 
selection. They came back. 

‘Shuffle Along,’ Negro musical, 
heading for Boston after 62 weeks 
in N. Y. Record for a colored troupe. 

Equity starting to enforce the rule 
calling for the posting of two weeks’ 
salaries, 


Radio was 
scheme to get 


talking of a 
profit from broad- 
casts. To send out programs on 
scrambled waves. Only those pos- 
sessing ‘unmixer boxes’ able to ob- 
tain results. Revenues would come 
from royalties on these boxes. Spon- 
sors found to be a more simple solu- 
tion. 


new 





} 


A. C. STEEL PIER HITS 
NEW ATTENDANCE MARK 


Attendance at the Steel Pier, At- 
lantic City, July 4 (Monday) broke 
the spot’s all-time record for a single 
day’s business. Claimed that more 
than 100,000 persons paid 75c admis- 








Nitery 


Reviews 





GRAND TERRACE 
(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, July 3. 
Newly built Grand Terrace is 
named after the spot its operator, Ed 
Fox, made a big something in Chi 
nite life a few years ago. Located a 
little farther north, it is probably 


Clubs. at |the most pretentious black and tan 
;nitery in the country. 


Not alone is 
this because of its physical equip- 
ment, but because Fox knows his 
black-and-tan 
treme to the other, and incorporates 
this knowledge into every detail of 


cafe set-up. 

Cafe represents plenty of money; 
big money. But ely spent, fo! 
the nitery is choice for eyes in de- 


Square room, done 
effects and equipment, 
has an all-gla bar off to the side 
This, crescent in shape, i 
ympletely mirrored wall 
ing. In the room the raised bandstand 
has a latticed glass background 
Whole room is indirectly lighted, and 


gen and layout. 


vith modern 


backed by 


} y-hh. 
alia os i 


both dome and glass have fusing col- | 


ored lights predominating. 


When producing show, Fox never 
lets Addison Carey get away from 
the idea that it’s a colored show he’: 
doing, and must be colored style 
That’s a wise idea for this territory. 


Line of 16 sepias is in to give show 
ab £ effect, and the ir work is good 
Opening number, ‘At Your Service, 


is especially well costumed, and the 
African Zulu interlude shows 


+ Sa r¢ id 


routining. 


Billing is divided between Fletcher 
Henderson’s band and Ada Brown. 
On opening night, the band was too 
loud and too brassy, a serious 
but one easily corrected. Miss Brown, 
however, deserved the top spot given 
her. One of the hottest singers in 
the business, she gets away to plenty 
of stuff. 

Another act at the peak of enter- 


tainment is Morris and Mayes, a 
|couple of swing dancers who'll go 
down as exponents of their style. 


Purtell and Johnson, exhibition 


| dance team, are fair, with so-so rou- 








sion to the Pier. Approximately 
20,000 feet of extra floor space were; 
| opened for the day and 10 additional | 
| box offices handled the influx. Old| 
|attendance record, set last Labor 
| Day, was 78,000. 

| Show offered for the single admis- 
'sion July 4 included Belle Baker, 
| Kay Kyser orch, Red Norvo band 
with Mildred Bailey, Ina Ray Hut- 
ton orch, minstrels, a circus and 
ithree feature pix, including ‘Slave 
Ship’ (20th). 








Indpls.’ 30 Mins. Time-Out 
Because of Juice Trouble 


Indianapolis, July 6. 

Failure of supply of electricity 
for 30 minutes in downtown theatres 
Sunday evening (4) at 7:45 o’clock 
|in a thunderstorm during the peak 
time of the theatre rush caused 
plenty of loss to first run _ spots 
which were generally loaded at the 
time. Refund slips and_ return 
checks were issued while candles 
| and flashlights were put to work to 
keep audiences calm. 

At the vaudfilm Lyric, Cab Callo- 
way and his orchestra were hur- 
riédly called from their dressing 
rooms and put on the stage for a 
| ‘jam session. Two candles were 
| 
' 








| lighted on eacn side of the stage 
and Calloway brought down the 
house when he announced that his 
|} band would play even if it was 
|‘too dark for the audience to see 
| the boys’ in the orchestra. 








tining and execution, but better than 
average costumes. 

Singers with the band, Chuck 
Richards and Dorothy Derricks, also 
work in show, and are able to hold 
their own. 

Opening nite saw cafe at capacity 


with big shots, and turning more 
away. Loop. 
WIVEL, N. Y. 
Evelyn Nesbit is another on the | 


Broadway trail. She is heading an 
entertaining little floor show here, 
giving it a substantial sock with 
well-selected songs and some gags. 
She sells both well and is putting 
plenty of ambition into her work, 
suggesting possibilities of a run here, 
plus stage or other dates as well. 

This is Miss Nesbit’s first engage- 
ment in New York in seven years. 
She was for a long time in Atlantic 
City with her own club, while about 
12 years ago she had her own res- 
taurant in 52d street. Miss Nesbit 
was booked here for a month but is 
fitting in so satisfactorily with Wivel 
requirements that Svend Jorgenson 
has extended the date for another 
month and may option her further. 
She isn’t what might be expected 
with Smorgasbord, but neither are 
others on the shcw, and that doesn’t 
matter. 

Miss Nesbit is doing a routine of 
from 15 to 18 minutes as the feature 


clientele from one ex- | 


fault, | 


Leon & Eddie's, 
Hotel Lexington, ' 
~ Pacing N.Y. Hula 





Leon & 


Eddie’s new Pago-Pago 
Room in their West 52d street mad- 
cappery, and the novel decor at the 
Hotel Lexington, transforming the 
former Silver Grill into an Hawalian 
atmosphere, are the pacemake n 
the hula-hula invasion of N a 
| They’re settir the vogue now and 


| while the Hotel Roosevelt and others 
are slated to follow, both spots are 
|doing OK business because (1) the 
|new atmosphere is seasonally re- 
ifreshing and (2) it’s a new thing all 


|} over again to the present generation. 
|}At this rate, they'll be reviving 
| those 1915-vintage son#@s such as 
1“They’re Wearin’ ’Em Higher in Ha- 
waii’ and ‘Yacka Hula Hicky Dula.’ 
| The beachcombers motif has been 
effectively carried out in both. Leon 
|& Eddie’s Pago-Pago room is actu- 
ally more in the South Seas motif 
and Charles E. Rochester, manager 
of the Lexington, has adhered more 
to the Waikiki. Andy Iona’s orches- 
tra, with Ray Kinney featured vo- 


cally and Meymo Holt doing native 


Hawaiian terps, comprise the Lex’s 
| shows. 
The rainstorm lighting effects in 


both spots are effective anda great 
| flash for the customers. Per usnial, 
Eddie Davis works hard and to good 
|purpose at Leon & Eddie’s. Strong 
| support comes from Nelson’s Boxing 
Cats, last seen at the Hotel New 
Yorker; Gloria Cook, James Kevgan, 
|Norman and McKay, Mlle. Denis, 
and Haines, Tate and Simpson, latter 
a hard-working Harlem ‘stravis’ trio. 
| Lou Martin is the dance combo and 
j all right, succeeding Willie Farmer, 
| shifted over to the Promenade Cafe 
iin Rockefeller Center. 

From the standpoint of the Lex- 
| ington, which formerly played semi- 
name bands, it’s quite a saving; and 
besides, the spot’s doing more b'ssi- 
ness than ever before. Iona’s 12 Is- 
landers don’t cost what a Rockwe!ll- 
O’Keefe band used to stand the Hiiz 
management and so, while the vogue 
lasts, it’s a b. o. hypo and a saving 
at the same time. Iona and Kinney 


are both prominent on the Decca 
records. Jac Lissman did the I.ex’s 
decor. The designer of the Pago- 


| 

| 

| Pago room at Leon & Eddie's @lso 
j}rates billing because his is an even 
| more intricate creation. 

| Both spots naturally feature trop- 
<; drinks and South Ses dishes to 

fit the atmosphere. Abel. 





of the program. She opens with 
‘Them There Eves.’ a cute floor num- 
ber, follows with ‘You Let Me Down,’ 
and then ‘Queens of History,’ an ex- 
clusive. The last-mentioned is a 
novelty special that’s ideally suited 


to her manner of working. ‘Mrs, 
Worthington’s Daughter,” a Noel 
Coward novelty, leads up to the 


travesty on the Minskys, written for 
Miss Nesbit by Abner Silver. It is 
particularly well sold. Her gags also 
click. Miss Nesbit makes a good 


\ (Continued on page 62) 
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Wednesday, July 7, 1937 








MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Standard stage portion supple- 
ments ‘New Faces of 1937’ (RKO), 
the feature. In Leon Leonidoff’s 
absence abroad, with the Rockettes’ | 
one-night stand in Paris, Florence 
Rogge has again put on a good 
show, although a little extra perki- 
ness to the ‘Variations in. Blue’; 
would have rounded out its variety. 
As the title implies, a blues might 
have been highly apropos for the 





hot interlude. Instead, the four sec- 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


him. Annette Ames in baby outfit 
builds up some bright quips, hoofing 
and repartee with Wally Brown but 
should be spotted before Tannen. 
Latter steals hands from everybody. 
Mlle. Dore’s powder-puff dance is a 
change from old fan-wavers and 


ismartly staged. 


Trickiest B-V number is a dance 
to Moloch in which a nudie is car- 
ried up in flies in arms of green-eyed 
god. Another flash of nudism in 


'terp act by Taras and Masters, both 


artful adagio whirlers, particularly 
the girl, who dives ten feet from 
upper platform. Good swingcopa- 
tion from the femmes and harpist, 


|Esther Harsh, a Clevelander, who 


tions are captioned Blue China, Blue| earns a big hand for herself. 


House, The Morning-After Blues and | 
the Blue Danube. 


sounds like the idea desired but, 
actually, it’s another way of saying 
Ben Dova, doing his standard stooge- 
comedy routine, 


Blue China features 


The third stanza} 


Pullen. 


TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, July 2. 
With a few weeks of the present 


Georgia | .aliber of stage shows crowds could 


Hayes’ tiptop toe terping, against @/ he expected to dwindle at the Tabor. 


novel background whereby 


cups, | But with business expected to be off 


saucers, urns, etc., come to terpsi-| over the Fourth there was no great 


chorean life. 


Maine getting the bends for the 1 


tings and costumes by Marco Monte- 


It’s beautifully con-| necessity to spend a lot of money on 
ceived, lighted and presented, Brune | the layout. 


And weather was start- 
ing out perfect—that is, for everyone 
to go to the mountains that could 


doro, Willa Van and executed by| possibly get there. 
H. Rogge; lighting by Eugene Braun. | 
The ballet corps scintillates in this| ored costumes as Francis Hose sang 


portion. 


Opening routine was with gay col- 


about an ‘Old Guitar.’ Girls work 


Blue Hour tees off with Rubin-| well together, and Hose has a pleas- 
stein’s ‘Romance’ and features Ed-| ing baritone voice, better than last 


wina Eustis 


(Van Lindhe, director), 


and the Glee Club/| week. 


Mario and Marina, dance 


segueing | team, do the conventional bits for a 


into ‘Valse Biuette,’ Marie Grimaldi, ballroom team. The line, after stand- 


premier ballerina. 


groove in the mammoth Hall, reg- 
isters, strongly The Blue Danube 
waltz finale calls out the entire per- 
sonnel—the choir, the ballet, plus 
John Dunbar, Marian Raber, Rosa 
Akersten and Earl Lippy as fea- 
tures. The Strauss waltz, ever sure- 
fire, is presented in miniature ‘Great 
Waltz” manner on the vast Music 
Hall rostrum. 

Productioned overture, ‘Martha’ 
(Von Flotow) with Viola Philo, Jan 
Peerce, Edwina Eustis, Earl Lippy 
and Hudson Carmody featured vo- 
cally, sitting in on the platform with 
the symph. 


Biz fair opening night. Abel. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, July 6. 
Low grosses for the past month at 
RKO Palace, the town’s only flesh 


stand, is causing some confirmed 
flicker wiseacres to argue that Cleve- 
landers are absolutely cold about 








Then Ben Dova,| ing about as M&M _ work, finish off 
who, like all sight turns in the ace|the opener. 


The Jolly Sisters (2) 
stay too girly-girly and fail to attract 
much applause. They could go tom- 
boy or other character and do much 
better. They have the voices and the 
looks—blonde and redhead. They 
use a piano in part of their act. 
The line builds ‘Broadway’ on the 
stage. Girls tote bits of scenery in 
front of themselves to erect the sky- 
line, and then do the dance routine 
in front. Dressed in silver or gold 
and black long dresses, and Mario 
and Marina come back for more of 
the ballroom dancing with change of 
pace (faster)~and better. Hose sings 
again. This lad is going to attract 
the femme trade if he continues to 
improve as he has in the past. 
Healy and Mack are a fast trapeze 
act, working mostly on a bar, their 
best being a bit of fine chair balanc- 
ing. As the man sits in the chair, 
balances it on the bar,, the femme 
climbs up and sits astride his neck 
—and climbs back down. The line 
closes with a Fourth of July flash. 
Line in red, white and blue cos- 
tumes, and a large Statue of Liberty 


any kind of vaude during the hot |and a huge U. S. flag in the back- 


months. 
draw them away from _ outdoor 
events, but it’s a fallacious argument. 

Analyzing the situation impartially, 
this has been a poor season for all 
downtown houses. 


| 


Theatregoers’ | 


purses are tight due to local strike | 


trouble, depression isn’t over here, 
and the Great Lakes Exposition’s 
second edition isn’t magnetizing 
enough tourists. Scarcity of surefire 
film product also handicaps Palace, 
which has to depend upon its acts 
to offset weak picture. Nat Holt, 
undoubtedly the best vaudeville 
showman in these parts, still has 
kept up theatre’s standards with his 
shrewd bookings. Finding strong 
names in summertime is a tough job 
but majority of bills lately are sev- 
eral degrees above average. They 
would make money if more shekels 
were in circulation, so the only fac- 
tors to be blamed are business con- 
ditions. 

Example of good booking is cur- 
rent Count Berni-Vici’s ‘Spices of 
37’ unit backed by the Brederick- 
Moore screen faves in ‘Meet the 
Missus’ (RKO). Holiday crowds 
over week-end were heavier than 
usual and make outlook for week 
promising. 

It’s the first big-time date for the 
Count, who has revamped and bols- 
tered the entire femme show in last 
fortnight. Realizing a girls’ orches- 
tra alone is no longer a hot novelty, 
he has pushed it nearly into the 
background on a revolving stage 
with an upper platform for special- 
ties. They’re average in talent but 
given an extra punch by tricky set- 
tings, the pick-me-up type of music 
and by excellent pacing. Every- 
thing’s streamlined, from Jackie 
Lane’s opening ribs on new faces to 
the Sousa march fade-out. 

Color and ingenuity are combined 
in effective production numbers by 
Berni Vici, who uses blue baby spots, 
scrim and Lee Broyde’s electric or- 
gan in a fiddling introduction. Line 
of eight comes out via a S. S. Queen 
Mary dummy that sails out on upper 
miniature stage. Tony Angelo doesn’t 
help scene with a pair of nasal 
crooning pipes, but the lanky-legged 
Doris Dupont goes to town in drum- 
tavs before neat chorus work. 

Best piece of comedy thet audience 
goes away remembering comes from 
Dave Tannen, in baggy britches. 
Mugging in his hair-juggling classic 
is still a wower. So’s his goofy 
skippety steps which equal his pan- 
tomime as laugh-getters. One of 
Lane’s impersonations, preferably the 
old Vallee take-off, could be cut to 
give Tannen another four minutes. 
Jackie’s mimicking of Lou Holtz and 
Penner, however, are too okay to be 
pruned. 

Angelo returns for a ‘My Som- 
brero’ song in high soprano that’s 
more flattering to chorines than to 


| 


That only pictures will | ground. 


With ‘Nancy Steele Is Missing’ 
(20th) on the screen and entertain- 
ment value of the layout is low. 

Rose. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, July 3. 

It’s ‘jibe’ music on the Hipp stage 
this week with Benny Meroff up to 
his same old tricks, backed up by a 
capable ensemble of 14 musicians. 
Florence Gast and Mile. Sonya are 
added for necessary change of pace. 
As far as the ‘jibe’ is concerned, it’s 
still swing and swing of the clam- 
bake variety with the six brasses and 





'two bull fiddles going to town in 


vociferous manner. The interludes 
assigned to this portion of Meroff's 
stint go over well enough, but it’s 
the versatility of the maestro and 
general clowning of his bandsmen 
that brings home the bacon. 


Swingy opening by band, followed 
by Meroff’s contribution on the sax, 
cello, clarinet, bass sax and minia- 
ture French horn, gets show off to 
a good start and sets good spot for 
Larry Powell, trumpeter, in a Hebe 
version of an Irish song backed up 
by band in glee club arrangement 
and ending with the whole outfit do- 
ing a Pat Rooney waltz-clog to okay 
returns, 

Mile. Sonya, attractive blonde, 
next in specially arranged vocal of 
‘Let’s Call the Whole Thing Off’ 
and sold in good fashion. An an- 
nouncement of the new ‘jibe’ by 
Meroff sends the band through what 
turns out to be a jam session and 





brings on the other femme of the 
outfit, Florence Gast, who clowns 
through her vocal in skillful manner. 

Highlight of doings next, the con- 
tribution of Jackie Marshall, trom- 
bonist, gives considerable lilt to the 
proceedings. Boy is a real comic and 
his singing and mugging ties up mat- 
ters in grand style. Certainly should 
be a niche in pictures for this lad. 
Has a real comedy sense, and audi- 
ence goes for his stuff in a big way. 

Rather tough spot here to follow, 
but Meroff comes through with an 
okay impression of an _ old-time 
vaude show, juggling balls and top 
hat, chalking out a landscape and 
sending the band through a show- 
manly review of the news reels util- 
izing the various musical sigs to in- 
troduce gag shots and strong ice 
skating dance, long a Meroff standby. 

Another jibe number closes with 
stubholders responding in good style. 
Meroff has an okay 44-minute session 
of entertainment and showmanship. 





Film is ‘New Faces’ (RKO). 
Burm. 





STATE, N. Y. 


Duke Ellington’s, the unchallenged 
cream of all colored combos, holds 
the stage this week at what is the 
top spot for what remains of vaude- 
ville. Winding up the works after 
three time-tried variety acts have 
nicely paved the path, the keyboard- 
knuckling knight and his crew of 14 
look even more impressive on the 
rostrum than ever they have before. 

The opening medley, behind a 
scrim, is a trifle over-extended, run- 
ning to four minutes of an Ellington 
medley before the band really and 
clearly presents itself. After that 
the flow and pace and insertion of 
specialists is flawless. 

Ivie Anderson, no shouter but a 
slick saffron-skinned rhythm singer, 
has been with the aggregation for 


long tenure. Her big number is ‘All 
God’s Chillun Got Rhythm,’ which 
she intro’d in ‘Day at Races’ (Metro), 
bolstered by a pair of pops. 

The bang of the show, from audi- 





| 


'era bulbs mars much of 
| footage 
| done. 

| done by Paramount, is 


ence reception, is the fast hoofing act | 


of Tip, Tap and Toe, three colored | 


lads indisputably niched right up on 
the top rung of their particular lad- 
der. They virtually need a police 
escort to get away from the mob. 

The band, which is distinguished 
from all other Negro outfits in that 
it sells itself with music rather than 
roof-raising noise and clownish an- 
tics, can offer a change-of-pace, such 
as it does with ‘Trouble in Spain,’ 
and yet go nifty sweet-swing in soft- 
pedaling a slick arrangement of 
‘Shade of Old Apple Tree.’ 

Ellington has rearranged his lay- 
out, since last caught, by mowing 
down the brass to graded sets of 
four trumpets, a like number of 
saxes and three sliphorns. Aside 
from the- boss at the piano and the 
drums, there are now a pair of 
basses and a guitarist. The addition 
to the string corps seems to have 
sensitized the rhythm. 

Ellington’s own ‘Caravan’ gets a 
very nice whirl. And, for the blow- 
off, the specialists and the bouncier 
band boys go merry-merry with 
‘Rug Cutter.’ 

Ahead of the orch’s 35 minutes, 
Harry Rose holds ’em nicely with 
his familiar act that, when caught, 
was hypoed with: some sharp shafts 
of humor peculiarly native to the 
location on Broadway. His good- 
humored hoke from the old school 
of vaude comedy, contrasted with 
his sentimental songs, is out of an 
old formula but still highly service- 
able for him. 

In the act, Sylvia and Clemence, a 
couple of clowning girls long around 
and last several seasons in units. 
Recent costuming has pair now in 
neat approximations of  bell-hop 
suits and aids their hard-striven 
acro dancing and rhythm tapping. 
Enough comedy is salted in to make 
the going good. 

Opening, Carlton Emmy and his 
parcel of pooches. Fundamentally, 
the same vet turn, Emmy has added 
to his kennels and whips up several 
new stunts. 

The first three acts all do their 
chores in ‘one,’ which makes it 
rather monotonous. 

Feature is ‘Woman Chases Man’ 
(UA). Bert. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Paramount’s full footage on the 
fatal Memorial Day riot between 
steel strikers and Chicago police 
pushed the Roosevelt-DuPont wed- 
ding out of the No. 1 spot, where 
it had been originally placed on 
this program. Some 600 feet or 
more, seemingly unedited and cred- 
ited as such, of the Chicago fray 
were rushed into first program break 
when received Friday (2) at this 
theatre. But after first day was 
moved into the opening of show. 

Embassy management probably 
figured this Paramount special as a 
life-saver because, aside from sev- 
eral humorous moments, the news- 
reel lads offered little but run-o’- 
mill material. With the nation-wide 
publicity this reel has received over 
a period of several weeks, because 
of the Civil Liberties probe. it is a 
natural for a newsreel theatre draw 
even though it may be disappointing 
to those who had expected too much. 
Senator Bob LaFollette (seated be- 
side Senator Thomas), as chairman 
of this Senate committee, speaks for 
the Par newsreel cameras, explain- 
ing that the film shots had been 
made one of the committee exhibits 
in order to get all info possible 
about affair. 

This opening is smart showman- 
ship on somebody’s part because it 
gives an apparent excuse for releas- 
ing the reel now that it has been 
shown publicity at the hearing. La- 
Follette relates for the screen that 
it is not a complete portrayal of 
what happened at the Chicago af- 
fray, which seems to aid as a soften- 
er for some rather routine photog- 
raphy that follows. 

Newsreel shows gathering of 
pickets, lining up of policemen and 
milling about of the crowd with its 
customary picket signs. It is ob- 
vious that the cameraman missed 
some incidents leading up to the 
free-for-all between the cops and 

ickets because on the screen it 
Gresks out apparently without any 
visible reason. Some preliminary 
views were equally sketchy in treat- 
ment. Photographer had a little dif- 
ficulty, too, in following the action. 
Only a few scattered shots are 





heard, police clubbing standing out 
along with the tossing of rocks and 
missiles by pickets. 

Peculiarly enough, the newsreels 
in recent weeks got more graphic 
coverage of strike troubles in other 
cities, notably at Monroe and other 
Ohio spots affected. Par’s footage 
is presented with no comment (a 
smart idea) aside from the opening- 
remarks by LaFollette. Much of it 
seemed to be silent stuff though a 
few sounds are heard in part of 
clip. Takes about six minutes on 
the screen to unreel. 


Embassy also centers on two wed- 
dings, Roosevelt-DuPont ceremony 
and the marriage of Mary Pickford 
to Charles (Buddy) Rogers. Metro 
handles the former, showing cabinet 
officers, the President and his party 
and the DuPonts as well as the bride 
tual services. Flashing of still cam- 
newsreel 
intelligently 
wedding, 
brief but 
does not suffer from bulb flashes. 

Boy Scout Jamboree in Washing- 


though it’s 
Pickford-Rogers 


|}ton is given neat handling by Par, 
rating | 


with many lively closeups, 
next in lineup. Fox Movietone 
caught a new army bomber flying 
over Mount Ranier but captured 
popular fancy with its fine photog- 
ae of glider contest at Elmira, 
N. Y. Reel also got over a deft 
plug for Shirley Temple and her 
new film by showing celebs, with 
Eddie Cantor as m.c., at premiere 
of picture in Hollywood. Movie- 
tone showed King George tree plant- 
ing, the queen honoring English 
nurses, christening of Sir Malcolm 
Campbell motorboat, Al Smith in 
France, dynamiting for a sunken 
battleship, the new French premiere 
and services for Deutschland vic- 
tims. 

Other strike news is supplied by 
Universal, in smart coverage of new 
developments at Johnstown, ringing 
in President Roosevelt’s summary 
of strikers and employer. U. also 
holds prominence with many ‘freak’ 
iteins. 
aboard ship arriving in N. Y., cop- 
per bathing suits in Arizona, prison 
guards graduating, caterpillar plague 
in Ontario, a champ woman log roll- 
er, honoring a plow inventor, Soviet 
aviators in N. Y., and interest in 
fashions in Hollywood. Last is trim 
pictorially. 

Pathe’s clips revealed a grasshop- 
per plague in the west and an un- 
usual family of twins. Grabbed 
some titters with its handling of 
modern art uncovered in N. Y.. 

Metro’s newsreel rated top laugh 
of the week in final shots of dog 
howling in the treatment of move to 
banish dogs in Manhattan. Man- 
aged to inject a little s.a. with its 
Paris beauty show closeups. 

Fox obtained a few chuckles with 
its cowboy aquaplane feats. Also 
did well on Harvard-Yale boat race. 
Lew Lehr’s comment on bears eat- 
ing was not so forte but made ’em 
laugh with his covering of Hi-Li 
game fad, coming before camera for 
his best returns. Movietone also 
has some remarkable photography 
of skiing in California at night w:th 
participants seen by flares they 
carry. Bobsled ride at New Jersey 
park and motorcycle daredevils were 
away from the ordinary, also Fox, | 

“Going Places’ (U), with Miami as 
visiting point, and ‘Popular Science’ 
(Par), done in Cinecolor, round out 
program that runs 60 minutes. 

Wear. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, July 3. 

Merchandising department _ this 
week blew its buttons in peddling 
June St. Clair, whom it heralded 
with all the punch lines at its com- 
mand. The sales job got ’em in 
opening day but Miss St. Clair will 
keep ’em out the other six. With 
every second door along Twelfth 
street bannering a strip act, and 
starving, it seems on the surface to 
be a hopeless task for the Tower to 
put over this type of entertainment. 
Although the house did fine biz with 
Faith Bacon, sometime ago, it still 
appears to be no better than a one 
shot. In the second place June St. 
Clair has little to offer. She’d stand 
up okay in these outposts with her 
how to undress in front of your 
husband turn, but only as a divert- 
ing specialty thrown into a good 
bill for good measure. Certainly 
not as the feature, at least in K. C. 
She’s on mid-way in the bill with 
the ‘undress’ number, and closes 
with the standard strut walk- 
around. Nothing artistic about the 
appearance, she moves about like a 
robot and a rather frightened robot 
at that. During her introduction by 
Harlan Christie, emcee, Miss St. 
Clair admits to writing two articles 
for Life, overlooking the fact Life 
is a pic mag and staff-written. She 
should at least modify that part of 
her act to read ‘posed for pics.’ 

Rest of the bill is take it or leave 
it with the exception of Ted and 
Mary Taft, hoofers; they sell easily 
with their ballroom stuff. Jerry 
Coe is oke with ‘his accordion but 
he comes back for a snake-hip dance 
that doesn’t make the prade here. 
Boice and Ladd, mixed team, give 
and take some shady lines. Anthony 
and Rogers, male dialect team, 
don’t fare so well with their an- 
tiquated gagging. Boys also indulge 
in some. soft-shoe maneuvering. 

The line (12) is seen in three rou- 
tines and do right well with their 
cape whirling. Pic is ‘Wings Over 
Honolulu’ (U). Hout. 
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CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, July 3. 

Many a $4.40 show has lacked tha 
entertainment and production which 
Balaban & Katz has given the ace 
house bill this week. There are 
vaudeville acts; yet, in the strict 
sense of the word, this isn’t a vaude 
show. Everything is woven to. 
gether like a revue. 


Probably the thing which contrib. 
utes the most for this effect is the 
Fred Evans line. In three appear- 
ances, these girls do more to add 
lavishness to the show than double 
their number would anywhere else 
Charth lies in the smartness of their 
costuming, and the up-to-the-min-. 
ute sets and scenery which éyr. 
rounds them. 

As an example, the July Fourth 
number in cadet costumes, with a 
set realistically representing march. 
ing soldiers, stretching out to a 
background horizon, is as fine 4 
piece of stagecraft as has been pre- 
sented in a Chicago theatre. The 
other numbers while not so exten- 
sive in production, are none-the-less 
attractive. 

Two of the routines use singers 
adding still more musical revue at. 
mosphere. Joe Griffin, back from 
Europe, works one, and duets with 
a line girl for the other. Griffin's 
appearance in these production num- 
bers helps explain his constant pop- 
ularity in this town; and that is no 
reflection on the quality of his sing- 
ing voice. Opening routine js 
Sunny Rice, tiny tav dancer. Would 

had she finished 
with the line, rather than returning 
to work alone. She's lost on a stage 
the size of this one. Her stuff is 
sure click. 

Ross Wyse, Jr., and Jack LaVerne 
vie for comedy honors. Both are 
tops in their own fields. Wyse 
hasn’t changed his act much, and 

) Socks hard from 
opening to close, and his pacing to 
conform to various audiences is per- 
fect timing. And he needs, greatly. 
the able assistance of June Mana. 

Jack LaVerne's turn is a ‘in-type 
character trapeze artist. Has only 
one trick, that of balancing himself 
in a rocking chair on a trapeze, then 
falling off, yet his act clips along at 
comedy speed. Keeps the characte: 
all the way through, and works 
every angle to get laughs. And he 
gets "em. Girl partner, who does 
little, is his femme counterpart. 

On the bill also is Ruth Terry, in- 
troduced as on her way to take up 
a picture contract. She sings blues, 
and does patter numbers. There’s 
lots of talent, and lots of stage pres- 
ence about this girl. One fault 
though, and that is she forgot that 
her body extends below her neck. 
Those make-upless white arms, 
shoulders and chest look bad. 

Picture is ‘Another Dawn’ (WB), 
and business for last show on open- 
ing day was excellent. Loop. 


Orpheum, Salt Lake 


Salt Lake City, July 3. 

Too much July 4 atmosphere kept 
previous record crowds away from 
weekly combo offering at Orpheum, 
still in the throes of an extensive 
marquee remodeling program. 

Vaudeville returned to this major 
local house a month ago this week. 
Consensus indicates that stage shows 
appeal to a greater majority of peo- 
ple than a second feature ona double 
bill. Holden Swiger, house mer. 
who has been whipping weekly 
shows in shape, plans to continue 
shows throughouf* summer. 

Current bill which opened Wednes- 
day (June 31) has five acts and By 
Woodbury’s 13-piece band. Leader, 
who serves as m. c., sets a torrid 
stride in music, announcing and 
singing departinents. 

In No. 1 spot is Flo Mayo, aerial 
gymnast, whose graceful bar per- 
formances while in midair bring de- 
served praise. Appears to be elderly 
woman, though graceful and posses- 
sing steel nerves. Works continu- 
ally on a combination horizontal bar- 
swing a yard or so beneath the 
drafters. 

Johnny Lee and the Three Lees 
follow medley of Irving Berlin songs 
by band. Woodbury sings for the 
first time during his month of stage 
chores. P 

Johnny Lee and his stooges aren’t 
newcomers to vaude patrons here. 
Current routine hasn’t changed much 
since their last appearance, nearly 
two years ago. Johnny’s style of 
buffoonery and his much-thwarted 
chances to be a piano virtuoso offers 
perfect foils for the trio, which also 
dishes out several eccentric steps. 

Acrobatic control specialties by 4 
cute moppet, Barbara Morrison, 
helps to move show along a brisk 
pace. Youthful trouper got more 
curtain calls than any of the assist- 
ing acts during opening show. 

Final act, literally, goes to the 
dogs. Twelve of ’em, and to their 
master, Hector. Suffering from lar- 
yngitis, canine conductor pulls a gas 
which hasn’t been done with such 
finesse in years. He asks entire lower 
floor audience to stand up, briskly 
shake their arms, as to summon dogs 
in performing tricks. When about 
900 people become stooges momen- 
tarily, Hector remarks: “Thanks, you 
work better than the dogs.’ Pups, 
several unique 
stunts. 

‘Singing Marine’ (WB) is the fea- 
ture film, supported by Pathe news. 
an animated cartoon. Guss. 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


A not bad stage show has 
been set up for Fourth of July week. 
It’s more like vaude than most, but 
with the management obviously 


wanting to keep the nut down to 
summer safety, staging leaves much 
to be desired. Sets are extremely 
simple and low-cost. Feature is 
‘King Solomon’s Mines’ (GB), which 
was reviewed from London in last 
week’s VARIETY, and should do all 

i here. 
PEN torn portion runs 55 minutes 
and is a bit slow in spots, palpably 
being in need of tightening. pen- 
ing is a Venetian canal scene, with 
an unbilled singer paddling a gon- 
dola on to center stage and the pas- 
senger alighting to do a dance. This 
is Dorothy Crooker, control dancer, 
whose work is impressive here as 
well as in the closing stanza. Pro- 
duction number is built up by Rosa- 
mond, accordion _ specialist, who 
plays Liszt’s Second Hungarian Rhap- 
sody and a tricky novelty to top 
that. She fits in suitably and, when 
caught, was well liked. 

The familiar slapstick-dancing trio 
of Marian Belett and the English 
Bros. is on second, working in two. 
Girl is only moderately funny, forc- 
ing herself too clearly in acrobatics, 
gestures and some talk. Clickiest 
things about the act is the dancing 
of the English Bros. Miss Beiett is 
an acrobat and can’t dance. Quite 
probably all three members of the 
turn started out as acrolats, this 


seeming the easiest for them to do. | 


Boys have a unique type of barrel 
roll as a bit. 

Going to a very simple set in full, 
background is provided for the Gae 
Foster girls and the juggler, How- 
ard Nichols. Girls do a fairly in- 
teresting routine dressed as kids 
and carrying hoops which they ma- 
nipulate in various ways When 
caught Friday night, however, their 
precision with the hoops was away 
off, girls seemingly not caring much 
whether they were together or rot. 
Routine serves as background flavor 
for Nichols, who’s a hoop juggler. 
He’s very clever with the rings, 
demonstrating unusual control in 
keeping 11 of the hoops going at one 
time around his neck, arms and legs. 
For a finish, Nichols rolis the hoops 
around the stage, gauging them very 
accurately so that they make turns 
and land, one on top of another, in 
a little wigwam-like enclosure set 
up for the purpose. A good novelty 
act, 

Jackie Green offers imitations in 
front of a mike in one, followed by 
a closing dance session, again fea- 
turing Miss Crooker. Green’s mi- 
micry doesn’t get him very far. He 
does Jessel, Jolson, Richman, Givot, 
Cantor and Ted Lewis. Most of them 
are a bit amateurish. As Cantor, 
Green’s at his best, getting him 
across fairly well. 

Simple stair arrangement is set up 


for the finale, the Foster line pre- | 


ceding Miss Crooker for latter’s con- 
trol specialty in which she stays on 
that one foot a good long time, keep- 
ing the other in the air for kicks and 
acrobatic movements, Business 
Friday night just fair. Char, 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, July 3. 


If this be vaude, then the Stanley 
should hot-foot out for plenty more 
of it. Four acts in all and by far 
the slickest socko delivered since 
two-a-day’s obit was first written. 
Slap-bang entertainment from _ be- 
inning to end through a layout that 
lasts an hour and seems like half 
that. 

Marquee magnet is Henry Armetta 
and judging from the reception he 
snares the film Italian character 
comic has a big following. He works 
in the middle and needs only to 
walk out with that drop-shouldered 
shuffle of his to tie things up. As 
it is, Armetta makes a sincere effort 
to do something more than the ordi- 
nary p.a., offering a 10-minute sketch 
with an unbilled femme that’s not 
so hot from a material standpoint, 
but at least it keeps him out there. 

California Collegians swing out at 
opening, with leader doing the m.c. 
duties and making a first-rate job of 
it. Outfit, which has grown to 12 
men and doing picture work for the 
last year or so, is still a cracker- 
Jack novelty band. Boys get away 
to a fast start with ‘I’m Working My 
Way Through College’ and then take 
it comparatively easy through the 
other acts until they dive into that 
blistering fipale of theirs. 

Climax is a comedy wow, slightly 
Suggesting some of the Britton antics, 
but with enough originality to free 
the idea from any suggestion of copy. 
Leader-m.c. first steps out in one, 
looking like Clark Gable’s double. 


and when curtains part the stand | 


reveals the Marxes, 
Boys, Hitler, Gandhi, 
Hailie Selassie and other 
tooting away for dear life. 
topping finish and sent the audience 
out howling. 


did with Fred MacMurray i 


garbed in three different eye-filling 
ensembles and matches her looks 
with some A-l tapping. Boys dis- 
patch their unison soft-shoeing with 
an effective studied nonchalance and 
put it over smartly, although they 
might get away a bit from the ‘ho 
hum, this is so easy’ attitude. 

In one, using the pit crew for ac- 
companiment, Marjorie Gainsworth, 
blonde songstress, makes it plenty 
tough for Armetta to follow her. 
She’s a newcomer with plenty on the 
ball, including a corking pair of 
pipes slightly on the operatic side, 
good material and loads of salesman- 
ship. Ties up the show with_ her 
first two numbers and then comes 
back with an ‘Italian Street Song’ 
that makes it just as difficult for her 
to get away. 

Picture is ‘Slim’ (WB) and combo 
seems to have what it takes. First 
show virtually filled the downstairs 
and the balcony was about half. Par 
newsreel and Popeye cartoon other 
items on the bill. Cohen, 


MET, BOSTON 


Boston, July 3. 


With a good film complement the 
holiday crowd would doubtless take 
this little show in its stride and call 
it a good day; but as a bolsterer for 
‘Sing and Be Happy’ (20th) it bogs 
down around the edges. 

For production, the presentation 
of Henrietta Schumann, pianist, is 
the highlight of this lineup, and best 
in weeks here. Spotted in the trey, 
Miss Schumann offers a thoroughly 
efficient musical routine with help- 
ful backing by four male pianists 
(Mario, Mantini, Harry Smith, Paul 
Luke and Samuel Goldberg) ar- 
ranged in tiers. A neatly executed 
transparent background that takes 
changing lights completes a colorful, 
tasteful setting to frame Miss Schu- 
mann’s highly commendable classi- 
cal pianoforte. 

Musically, her opening number, 
‘Malaguena’ is best; from showman- 
ship angle, her closer, ‘Swanee 
River,’ elaborately arranged, is tops. 
Mid-number, a _ Viennese waltz, 
serves as a delightful accompani- 
ment for an acro-ballet offering by 
Emily Von Loesen. 

Had the piano group followed a 
more stimulating act than Will and 
Gladys Ahearn they might have won 
more plaudits, but in this position 
they has to oversome considerable 
audience lethargy before reaping 
their own harvest. 

Generally, the Ahearns give the im- 
pression of kids known among 
friends as the ‘life of the party,’ and 
only infrequently do they rise above 
this questionable degree of enter- 
tainment punch. Boy does rope 
twirling and blunt banter in full 
dress, and the femme also twiddles 





| 
| 


a lariat. Both do some dancing, and 
the vodka hoofing-rope fling by tne 
boy, and the toe dance by the girl 
are the top specialties. A Spanish 
number is neither here nor there. 

‘Six Debonairs’ (New Acts) take 
honors in the closing line number 
and look like show stoppers in any 
other position. 

Gus Van, starring this week, of- 
fers a good baker’s dozen of songs 
that are politely received by the 
matinee crowd. Presumably his 
style, similar to Ted Lewis,’ Harry 
Richman’s, and Benny Fields’ will 
hit more receptive ears among the 
afterdark customers; but on show 
caught the long musical summary of 
his own achievements, dating back 
to 1912 meant little. Continually 
cashing in on his ‘late partner's’ 
reputation, Mr. Van mentions him 
all too frequently, then spurts a spe- 
cial ditty about his ‘trouble in Chi- 
cago in 1933.’ The finish has to do 
with rousing up applause for his 
pianist, the pit band, himself and 
everybody but the cashiers. 

Cute little tunes in Irish, wop, 
hebe and darky dialect registered 
best with the mob. Mr. Van’s visit 
with the Boston folks was so long 
that many more knew him at his 
sign-off than at his entrance. A 
silk hat (unbilled) showed tre- 
mendous stamina in surviving a stiff 
struggle on and off the singer's 
head. Fox. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, July 3. 

Vaudeville would have nothing to 
worry about if it could always pre- 
sent as solid a bill as the Palace of- 
fers this week, backed up with a 
picture that doesn’t keep ‘em out. 
The only trouble with vaude is that 
with a strong picture they slice 
vaude bill, and with a name attrac- 





— Right before that, Col- formers. 
egians repeat the circus number they | personifies the best there is in the 
n Par’s business: good, solid entertainment, 


tion the houses spot acts which 
‘should be playing tent olio bit. But 
|currently there’s a bill that can go 
|anywhere, and will send any audi- 
'ence home convinced that vaude is 
lreally bang-up entertainment. 

For instance, there’s the opening 


the Mountain | a¢¢ of Donatella Bros. and Carmen. 
Rudy Vallee.! this act has been around for a good 
celebs | while, and has yet to fail to make 
It's a} good. 


And Mrs. Donatella remains 
lone of vaudeville’s outstanding per- 
Never a name, yet she 


‘Champagne Waltz,’ with six of them land a person to whom vaude is a 


Oing imitations of trained 


seals. | life-work. 


Her tamborine routine is 


Whole act is surcharged with smart still the highlight in the entire act, 


showmanship and 


it’s ut 
solidly, ies 


Collegians’ getaway is followed by | seen before. 


Lathrops, 


Crawford, shooting across a_ nifty 
s€ssion of class hoofing. Femme is 


over|a pleasure and joy to behold no 


imatter how many times its been 
Mr. Donatella’s shep- 


9s, two boys and a girl who|herd horn novelty bit is excellent, 
looks like a blonde edition of Joan | 


while the three children deliver the 
| bulk of the act with their accordion 
| work and the girl’s acrobatics. The 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, July 2. 

Earle’s vaude show this week 
brings N.T.G. back to the house for 
fourth time in year, but most of his 
show is new, this being a break-in 
prior to Hollywood cafe opening in 
N. Y. Pic is ‘Married Before Break- 
fast,’ above-average comedy that’s 
several degrees too subtle for this 
theatre’s clientele. 

Granlund introduces his show 
with a brief spiel before the curtain 
which, when upped, reveals Earle 
house orch on stage with a semi- 
circle of tables in front of it to get 
across usual nitery atmosphere. 

First act introduced by N.T.G. is 
Jean Landis, well-built blonde 
dancer who mixes up some excel- 
lent backbends, high kicks and twirls 
but seems strangely ungraceful in 
some of her motions in between 
dance steps. Next is Gladys Crane, 
brunette, who does a_ semi-torch 
rendition of ‘I’m Bubbling Over’ but 
seems more happy when she sheds 
her skirt and goes into a dance of 
the strut order. 

Granlund’s next announcement is 
for Mells, Kirk and Howard, one of 
two headlined acts, and they appear 
off and on throughout the rest of the 
show. Their patier at the beginning 
is pretty painful and they don’t 
really start to click until they do 
their familiar imitations of Hitler, 


Mussolini and Haile Selassie. Old 
stuff but still funny in spots. 
N. T. G. then uses nicely- 


formed Christine Maple as a ‘dumb 
stooge’ with the comedy trio horn- 
ing in for laughs. She chirps ‘Never 
in a Million Years’ with everybody 
else talking and butting in so that 
words are unintelligible. Next is 
Dinorah, introduced as Spanish, who 
sings one (presumably) Spanish 
number strong on shouting and at- 
tempts a bit of a dance. She’s fol- 
lowed by a dark and sultry girl, in- 
troduced as Sonya, Russian importa- 
tion with N.T.G, pulling a line about 
her escape from Russia, being 
daughter of a Russian general, etc., 
but when called on to sing, the lady 
doesn’t do a half bad job by a gypsy 
number. Voice is not strong but 
warm and appealing. 

N.T.G. then introduces his new 
show girls and models all of whom 
will appear in the N. Y: night spot. 
Evident that he wasn’t clowning 
about some of them being new as 
he mixes up his intros and finally 
has to start all over from the be- 
ginning. A couple of femmes claim- 
ed by Granlund as European im- 
portations, have plenty of looks. 

Jean Landis returned for another 
and better dance offering ending in 
a good example of continuous twirl- 
ing. She is strikingly costumed 
this time. Other headline act, Van- 
essi and DeLima then do a neat ball- 
room dance routine and follow with 
a lively step on the strut order. 
Three Speeds, roller-skating team 
(Two men and a girl) do some okay 
twirling and swinging to lead into 
the finale with the whole company 
on stage. Mells, Kirk and Howard 
click decidedly when wandering on 
and off during the latter half of the 
show, appearing in stage boxes, aud- 
ience, etc. Their own first offering 
is n.s.g. Waters. 





femme is a bit too long-winded in 
the contortion stuff. A quicker pace 
would seem more aitractive. 
Henny Youngman is in as semi- 
m.c. and _ next-to-closing _ single. 
There are two minor raps against 


Youngman. The first is his crack 
about Berle, because Youngman 
certainly doesn’t come into court 


himself with clean hands in regards 
to exclusive material. And the sec- 
ond is Youngman’s slight stress on 
Jewish humor at one part of his act. 
He is making the mistake of a num- 
ber of New York performers who 
can’t get it into their heads that the 
Jewish population in other towns 
isn’t the same ratio as New York’s. 
Most of the audience here didn’t 
understand a good portion of the 
matzo routine. 

However, Youngman makes good 
on the rest of his monologue. He has 
a rapid-fire style of straight gagging 
without once getting into a regular 
story or joke. 
and gag material that contain 
goodly number of laughs. 

In the middle of the show is a 
little lady who is a sock. It’s Judy 
Starr, a miniature vocalist who has 


a 








Strictly word-twists | Reese 
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Unit Reviews 





HELLO, AMERICA 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) | 
Atlanta, July 1. 

Unit, produced by Al Weston of | 
Chicago, fails to measure up to 
calibre of shows Capitol patrons are | 
accustomed to. One act with flash 
would pull it out of the mediocre 
class. As things stand, management 
has to provide an overture and a 
local girl singing act to bolster it. 

Traveler parts to reveal band car | 
down front, with 12 tooters, five with 
show, offering ‘Wake Up and Live,’ 
assisted by Bob Hess, organist, with 
offstage vocalizing over p.a. system, 
by the Johnson Sisters. 

Unit’s line girls, five in number, 
including Ruth Cook, a ‘Miss Chi- 
cago’ of other years, are on first ina 
military tap routine to ‘Bugle Call 
At this point, personable | 
Ethel LaChance, takes over baton | 
from Enrico Leide, house maestro, | 
and assumes emcee duties. Billy 
Walsh, eccentric comedy dancer, 
bounces on for a brief bit of hokum 
with the LaChance femme. 

Cycling act, featuring Will E. Ride, 
who is assisted by Aileen Crawford, 
is next. Ride, in comic getup in- 
cluding a pair of pink spectacles, 
goes through a series of difficult 
stunts on the small unicycle, includ- 


ing reaching over and striking a 
match on the floor, rope skipping, 
one-hand bail juggling. Using a 


stepladder, he mounts the tall uni- 
cycle and does a routine that gets 
him a good hand. Girl does prac- 
tically nothing except join him at 


close of act and ride around on a 
small bicycle. They’re on 12 min- 
utes. 


Ethel LaChance sings ‘Tormented’ 
and Billy Walsh comes back and 
does his comedy dancing, which in- 
cludes imitations, He sings a parody 
to the ‘Toreador Song’ and then of- 
fers a series of international comedy 
dances, waltzes and clogs. Gets a 
fair hand, but he also makes the 
mistake of staying on too long. 

Johnson Sisters, Evelyn, pianist, 
Opal and Winston, Atlanta girls who 
have been out with units and have 
had local radio experience, are in- 
serted in this spot. Girls, lookers, 
have nice voices that blend well. 
They use mike and sing ‘Swinging on 
the Suwanee Shore,” ‘Sweet Leilani’ 
and encore with ‘Organ Grinders’ 
Swing.’ 


| GIL 








Line, billed as Five Liberty Girls, 
comes back at this point to do a 
handkerchief drill number to ‘A 
Table Under a Tree.’ Girls dance 
well together. 

Hillbilly act by Chester and Dul- 

cey Gunnells, is in the closing spot. | 
Cap’s customexs never tire of moun- 
tain folk tunes and these two give 
them plenty. Man plays a small 
guitar, harmonica and rattles the 
bones vigorously to ‘Tiger Rag.’ Girl 
joins him and plays ‘Moonlight and 
Roses’ on the musical saw and fingers 
a creditable accompaniment for him 
on the miniature organ while he 
dances and rattles the bones some 
more, ( 
_ Finale, which, it must be conceded 
is different, is in form of barn dance. 
While band bats out “Turkey in the 
Straw’ whole company, in rustic at- 
tire, comes out and goes through 
Virginia reel and square dance fig- 
ures, with Gunnells pair holding 
center of stage. Unit is clocked in 
53 minutes, Lucchese. 





| spontaneity and animation. 
| the time they’ve been working, the 
| kids retain at least the appearance 
|of getting a kick out of their job. 





Krazy Kapers Revue 
(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 


; Atlanta, July 4. 

Opening with comedy and closing 
with same, this unit, owned and pro- | 
duced by Otto Paige, who has been 
bringing his shows south for years, 
moves along in 42 mins. with few 
dull spots. It’s a bit topheavy on | 
the terp side, but the dancing is) 
good. 

Following a 16-minute Fourth of | 
July Prolog—‘Yankee Doodle Frol- 
ics,’ with some 30 moppets of Jesse 
school participating, unit's | 
line of five femmes flits on for an | 
eccentric tap routine to ‘Never Say | 
Never Again.’ 

They’re followed by Otto Paige | 
and Betty Jewett—in a flashy uni- | 


a giant’s act as far as delivery and | cycle act, in which they intermingle | 


audience reaction are 
numbers that bang this mob between 
the peepers. Has a series of vocal 
tricks that keep changing her key 
and tone, shifting from a high treble 
|down to a deep contralto and back 
again. And all the more interesting 
since it comes out of a cute four- 
footer. 

Only the nose bit remains the 
black mark against the Nonchalants 
who otherwise have a comedy 


| Henderson, 


|}minute turn. 


knockabout acrobatic turn that has | 


what it takes. Youth, good in-be- 





tween clowning, tempo and an abil- 
jity to build their hand-to-hand stuff 
ito excellent returns. Score solidly. 
| Finishing the show is Paul Haakon, 
| dancer, who tosses off three num- 
|bers, one with a femme partner. 
| Still strong on the Spanish motif and 
|}good. Girl contributes a solo as 
| doe€s the r ‘anist. 

Picture is ‘New 
| Business practically 
i show on Friday 


Faces’ 
capacity last 
Gold. 


concerned. | plenty of comedy to the delight of 
Came through with three vocal pop | the customers. 


Both are accom- 
plished riders and run the scale with 
their tricks, all of them good. 

Enloe Sisters, Phyllis and Evelyn, 
from the line, then present a cred- 
itable tap to ‘Sweet Sue,’ and Billy 
blackface monologist, 
comes on for a long-drawn-out 10- 
He offers gags and 
doublemeaning poetry and winds un 
singing a medley of some 15 or 20 
song titles. Gets a good hand. 


| The line comes back for a waltz’ 
clog on 


skates to 
scores and 


‘Honolulu Moon’ 


that makes way for 


| Danny Cook, young hoofer who can 


| really 


| hokum 
| gags that go over well. 
(RKO. 


dance. Tom Handy and 
Arthur Mills. a couple of Britishers 
from dear old Lynnon, offer a re- 
snite from the overdosage of dance. 
Men are good comecfins, offering 
and knockabout stuff with 
Reinhardt 
and Enloe Sisters then appear for a 
snappy tap routine. 

Bill Henderson, still in blackface. 


lin a jail scene skit with Jewett, 


Paige and Mills, sets the scene for 
the finale. Whole company comes 


lon and joins in chase as traveler 
| closes. 


There are 17 in the company, five 
of them bandsmen. Unit has_ been 
south only three weeks and is jump- 


| ing out of Atlanta to Canton, Ohio, 


Luch 





New Acts 


LAMB 
Comedy, Dancing, 
ll Mins.; One 


Harmonica 


| Hippodrome, Baltimore 


Gil Lamb, formerly of Bellett and 
Lamb, and more recently in ‘The 
Show Is On,’ is essaying a single 


|aided by Tommy Sanford, unbilled, 


in an okay interlude of harmonica 


| stuff. 


Opening with vocal of ‘When 
You're Smiling’, done deadpan and 


| serving to introduce a comedy rhum- 
i . : 
| ba eccentric, elongated comic makes 


ample use of toothpick physique and 
back-bending propensities for some 


| okay comedy and legitimate hoofing 


to very strong start. 
Introduces Sanford, who follows 
with ‘Nola,’ swinging from there 


into ‘Tiger Rag,’ played on various 
sized harmonicas produced to suit 
key and intonation required. On 
show caught, youth received an 
earned and a very audible response. 
Lamb, on again, scores with some 
comedy repetition of changing har- 
monica business, starting with an 
over-sized bass mouthorgan and 
winding up with a very tiny one 
brought out of his hair. Gag that 
follows in which comic seems to 
have swallowed the harmonica with 
off stage playing by Sanford timed 
to simulate efforts to disgorge, very 
funny and good for plenty of laughs. 
Closes with some fast and okay 
hoofing to more harmonica stuff by 
Sanford brought back on, a_ sock 
finish. Burm. 





ANDY and LOUISE CARR 
Dancing 
Arcadia Rest., Phila, 

Brother and sister hoofers have 
plenty on the ball. Been dancing 
together since they were so high and 
now appear to know each other's 
every move. Concentrate on taps, 
but mix in plenty of comedy. 

Major appeal of the pair lies in 
Despite 


Plenty of ad libbing, never actually 
using the identical routine twice. 
Act includes solo by the boy, a 
fast tap. Both then offer a distinc- 
tive routine to ‘Stomping at the Sa- 


voy,’ featuring ingenious alternate 
beats. Next tap to ‘Honeysuckle 
Rose, another unusual routine, 


though bogging down in midportion. 
Finale with ‘Rosetta,’ with a sock 
comedy flash. 

Oke pair for looks and style, girl's 
costumes, in particular, adding to 
the score. Act apparently is better 
suited to stage work. Hobe, 


Birth of Ambition 


Buffalo, July 6. 

Ever since George Givot played 
a couple of dates at Chez Ami nighte 
ery, all the waiters have been une 
leashing Greek dialect, with not-too- 
secret ambitions to become comics 
themselves. 

Last week hasher Charley Cohen 








| got a break when announcer Jack 
| Gelzer invited him up to the WGR 


mike to introduce a dance tune. 





Ruby Carmen Succumbs 
To Injuries from Fire 


Ruby Carmen, dancer, died Sun- 
day (4) in County Hospital, Chi- 
cago, of burns incurred when she 
fell asleep while smoking. 

Had been appearing at the Bon 
Air Country Club, Chicago. 


Iturbis, Brother and Sis, 
Pop Out One at Lewisohn 





Jose Iturbi and _ his _ sister, 
Amparo, will be_ soloists tonight 
(Wednesday) at the Lewisohn 


Stadium Concert, N. Y., playing the 
Mozart Concerto in E flat for two 
pianos and three Spanish dances by 
Infante. 

Pianist-conductor continues his 
podium appearances beginning Sune 
day (11) at Robin Hood Dell, Philly. 





JOINS BENNY GOODMAN 
. Cincinnati, July 6. 
Mary Alcott, indigo warbler, on 


Crosley’s WLW and WSAI for the 
past year, has left for the West 
Coast. 


Joins Benny Goodman's band this 
week. 
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Wednesday, July 7, 1937 














Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (July 12) 
THIS WEEK (July 5) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


| Onyx Clab 

| 6 Spirits of Rhythm 
| Maxine & Janice 

| Paradise 

| Jay Freeman Ore 

| Ann Pennington 

| Lucille Johnson 
Andrews Sis 

Place Elegante 

; Bill Farrell 

' Mario Basini 

| Toto Canglosi 

| Rex Gavitte 

Larry Mado Ore 


| Rainbow Grill 





| Helen Myers 








RKO | 


Cabaret Bills 


| Evalyn Tyner 
|} C & L Bonner 
| Glover & La Mae 


Rainbow Koom 
Al Donahue Orc 








CHICAGO 
Valace (9) 


Conatella Bros & C] 
Nonchalants 

Judy Start 

Henry Youngman 
Paul Haakon 
Alyce Chapelle | 
Earl Fox 
Donatella Bros & ci 
Nonchalants | 
Judy Start 

Henry Youngman 


Alyce Chapelle 
Earl Fox 


‘Follies D'Amour 


| KANSAS CITY, MO 


I 
3 Slate Bros 


»aul Haakon 


Barney 





State Lake (9) 


June HElkins 


(2) 
Bernivici Co 


CLEVELAND | Luan Cr aig 
“nog ‘slip pag 3 Musica toques 
e (DO : 
Mz Rh om or Co Meri & Meriam 
same : , 3 Dandies 
| 


‘ount Bertolotti'’s 


Jimmy Whalen Ore 
Tommy Harris Ore 
Yula Flournoy 
Nysa Alna 


Jovcee Faye 


Tower (9) 
3Zarbarina & Poms 





a 


Loew 


| Greta Lewis 


Bill's Gay 90's 


Fddie Teonard 
Joe Howard 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (8) 
Arthur LaFleur Co 
Condos Bros 
Harry Savoy 

Gus Van 


Aro'ld Johnson Ore 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (8) 
Duke Ellington Ore 





Spike Harrison 








: fithel Gilbert 
RICHMOND Gus Wicke 
Maj Bowes Co | salt. Caney 
WASHINGTON =| jim Bishop 
Red Skelton tp h 
The Maxellos | Caliente 
Ruthie Barnes | ‘ ape 
Dolly Dawn ok nl mae rn 
Stanley 2 - tee ao 
Raymond Baird reer ae 
Al Gordon's Dogs 3 Rhythm Boys 
—— | Caliente Cabelleros 
Claremont Inn 





HENRY SHEREK 


Via LEDDY & SMITH 


Jolly Coburn Ore 
Club Gaucho 


Club Mirador 


Presenting | yacenrs Gece 
Jose Diaz 
HOWARD BROOKS }}:: 
mM LonDON Bae 











Buddy Wagner Ore 








Paramount 


Marion Martin 
Jack Osterman 

3 Blondes 

| Eddie Lang 

| Winifred & Lorr’ne 
| Jacqueline Joyce 


| (Roof Garden) 
| 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (9) 
Emery Deutsch Bd 

Martha Raye 
Jack Williams 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (9) 
Phil Spitalny Bd 
Marvin Lawler 


Renee Villon 

Joan Vickers 
Club Yumurl 

Don Hilberto Ore 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (9) 
Louise Massey Co 

6 Top Hatters 


Oriental «95 Antonio & Carito 
3 Stooges Sarita Herrara 
DETROIT Rosita Ortega 
MICHIGAN 


Jack Dempsey’s 
|E Carpenter Ore 


Ted Mack Orc 








Warner 


E! Chico 
| Don Alberto Ore 
Carlos Montoya 
| 3 Pampero 
| D'Avolos & A 





PHILADELPHIA 
Karle (9) 
Henry Armetita 
Radio Station KYW 
Jackie Green 
(2) 

N T G Rev 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (9) 
Duke Ellington Ore 
q2) 


The Lathrops 
Henry Armetta 


Antonita Morales 
Calif Collegians Jose & Patricia 
M’rj’rie Gainsworth | las sgnaqeiige 
WASHINGTON | Rolando 
Earle (9) El Morecce 


3 Samuels & Hayes Beate Holst Ore 

Tommy Martin French Casino 

Ross-Pierre & 3 V Travers Ore 

4 Kraddocks Cc Cromwell Ore 
(2) Adalet 

Patsy Dell Feral Bensa 

Eddie White Betty Brite 


Olympic Ice Follies | Betty Bruce P 


Florence Chumbecos 








London 


Hilda Elfonte 
Roif Holbein 
Jobnny Co 





Week of July 5 


Canterbury M. H. 
Mexano Bd 


Dominion 

Don Rico Bd 

Trocadero Kest. 
Max Miller 
Brookins & Van 
Fred Brezin 
Gresham Singers 
Marie Kve 
Maurice 


CAMDEN TOWN 
traumont 
Wilfred Greene 6 
CLAVTON 
Rink 
Garvey & Mac 
Gaston & Helen 
Claude Williams 
KAST HAM 
(iranada 
Raymond Smith 
Sereno & June 
Delfont & Toko 
EDMONTON 
Empire 
Bobby Howell Bd 
Drury & Ramond 
FINDBURY PARK 
Astoria 
Joe Loss Bd 











Xavier Lemercier 
7 Maravillas 
Rekkofs 
Rhoenrads 
Florence Spencer 
Tullah & Myi 
[ris W: 
HAMMERSMITH vom san 
Palace Bddie Roce 
J Markeleyne (o Kddie og rs Ore 
LEWISHAM Froties 
Palace Ralph Watkins Ore | 
Chevalier Bros Gilen Island Casine 
Renara » ae ee. se 
Levronsrone | ‘°7, Masher Ore 
Rialto . , 


| Doug Newman 
Williford 


Beam's Babes | sean 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH arry 


Hickory Lodge 
(Larehmont, N. Y.) 


3 Willards 
Robart $ 


Pavilion Hickory House 
Act, Superb Joa Marsala Ore 
STREATHAM b Jim Moorehead 
Palace 


TOOTING | (harles Barnet Ore 
Granada | Joan Bowes 
SCOTTESHAM. | H'lyw'd) Rest anrant 

Palace | Mitchell Ayres Ore 
Garvey & Mac KE Jelesnick Ore 
Gaston & Helen Jean Sargeant 


June Lorraine 
6 Debonairs 


Claude Williams 
TOTTENHAW 








Provincial 


COURT ROAD | I. Manning & Mitzi 
Paramount | Kay Taylor 
Anton Bd | Bobby Joyvee 
WALTHAMSTOW |= ted Adair 
Granada | Patricia Gilmore 
Bobby Hewell Bad Charmion 
Drury & Ramond |} Agnes & T Nip Jr 
| Ruth Gavlor 
Glen Pope 


Hotel Ambassador 
Ramon Kamos Ore 





Week 


ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 

Florrie Ford 
Jack Kdge 
8 tanndians 
Matt & Hillie 
- wreiahos 
Astous 
Foster & Clarke 
Eddie Windsor 


CARDIFE 
Capitol 
Hal Yates 





talace 


Mansel 
LEDs 

' Paramount 
Jack Hylion Bd 


Irene 








William Alder 
Paul Taubman 
| Motel Astor 
of July 5 | (Roof Garden) 
i Ted Lewis Ore 
LIVERPOOL Radio Aces 
Paramount + | Charlie Whittier 
] | Ruth Dave 
Turner Layton lita Lede 
MANCHESTER |} H Hatters 
Lvdda Sue 
> 
} Paramount [erg ae 
| Levis’ Discoveries 


Diaz Dou & Dolores 


PLYMOUTH 
Palace 
Bertini & Bad 


Hatet Liltmore 
(Moontight Terrace) 





sere : ; liorace Heidt Ore 
Karina , Vario & H Hotel Ea 
Con Kenna & Pt ofel Edison 
Beryl Beresford P Billy .Swanson Ore 
Jones & Thomas | Hotel. Essex tlouse 
jex & Bex page 
Stella & Pinr Nat Rrandwynne O 
Ara & Zetta a i@ Tappin 

» " ' ick tone 

SALISBURY inne Wine 

"alace Murray Carun 

Dora David RJ Callinaa 


NEW YORK CITY 


Gallant's | 


| 
| Coral 
| Hal Hope Ore 
| Herb Weil 


j 


| Joe Cappi Ore 
| Nancy Garner 
| Hotel New Yorker 
} (Summer Terrace) 


Aarons & Barna 
| Raye & Naldi 
| Helen Myers 
Hotel Dr Sydney Ross 


Gov. Clinton 


| Charles Lawrence 


| Jeanne D'Arcy 


Beverly Wiishire 
Harry Owens Ore 


Hate! Montetatr 
(€Casino-in-the-Air) 


Islanders Biltmore Bow) 


Timmy Grier Ore 
The Pearl 2 
| Maidie & Lay 


Electronic 3 

Felix Papile 

Hotel Murray Hill ; emg Bynes 

* Jimm ac eas 

(Fountain Koom) Dick Webster 

| Joy Hodges 

% Rhythm Rascals 
| 3 Randall Sis 


Cafe La Maze 


| 
ee | 
Gus Arnheim Ore | stan Clair Ore 
| Evelyn Chandler | 
| Baptie & Lamb | Park Ave Boys 
} Ann Codee 
| Matel Park Central | Gene Marve 
' 
] 


Cocoanut Grove) 
et Clever Club 


Jerry Blaine Ore | 
| Bob Grant Ore 


Ross & Edwards 
Darrell & Young Cocsnues Grove 


| Barney Grant 


| Claire Scott | Geo Olsen's Orc 

| Flying Whirlos Edgar Bergen 
Dorothy Jeffers | Charlie McCarthy 

| St Clair & Elliot | Edith Caldwell 


Ss 

Ferry the Frog 
Tania & Kirsoff 
Motel Pennaylvanin 


Tommy Dorsey Ore | 
Edythe Wright 


| Famous Door 
| Stuff Smith 
| Eddie Beal 


Hawallan Paradise 
Jack Leonard | Sol Brights Ore 
Allen Storr | Satini Tuai Loa 

3 Esquires Sol Hoopi 

| Hotel Pleeadilly | Wanda 

| 


| 
| 
| 
} 


| Jeno Bartal Ore | Diana Toy 


Little Club 
Lucien 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
| Helen Warner 
| Rose Valyda 


Marti 


Hotel Pierre 
} (Root Garden) 
| Basil Fomeen Ore 
| Anne Heath 
Peppino & Camille 


Motel Plaza 


Will McCune Ore ’ P S 

} Pancho Ore Charlie Kaley 
Paul Draper ; Charlie Bourne 
Neila Goodelle Omar’s Dome 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Freddie Starr Ore 
| Hotel Savoy) -Plaza 
| mile Petti Ore 
Russell Swan 
otek Se, esree | puny White Ore 
Eli Dantzig Ore Dancing Dietrichs 
Charley Paul | Wardell & Dade 
Hotel St. Morits Sally Joyce 

(Sky Gardens) Blackhawk 
| Hal Richards Ore | Joe Sanders 


| 
| 


Bali-Bali 


A Rasch Dancers | 
Pierce & Harris | Lou Holtz 
Helen Morgan 
Hotel Taft Georgie Tapps 
Geo. Hall Ore Readinger 2 


Dolly Dawn Rosemary Deering 
Lillian Caisoen 
Hotel Waldert- Henry Busse Ore 
Astoria 


Club Chesterfield 


| Patt Morgan Ore 
| Devon Sis 

| Hariett Norris 
Sid Schaps 

Alice Logan 








(Starlight Keof) 

| Guy Lombardo Ore 
| Ralph Rutgers Ore 
Roberta Jonay 
Raphael 


| Hotel Wellington Club Mayflower 
Ed Mayehoff Ore } " 

| | Lou Sales Ore 

| dimmy Kelly's | 3 Variety Boys 


Lionel Rand Ore Mildred Rock 


Joe Capello Ore 4 McNally Sis 
Montmartre Boys Buddy & Selma 
| Schaub |} 4 Rhythm Girls 


Carter & 
| Jimmie Costello 
3 Raymondeg 

Danny Higgins 


Coconut Greve 
| Mark Fisher Ore 
Irene Bordoni 

| 3 Stooges 
Jerry & Turk 
felene Carroll 
Louise Miller 


Larue 
| Eddie Davis Ore 
| Hirado Ore 

Le Coq Rouge 
Horacio Zite Ore 
George Sterney 


Colosimos 
Bob Tinsley 
Janis Andre 
Maxine DeShon 
| Dorothy Wahl 
Willie Shore 


Le Mirage 
Harry Horton Ore 
| uquita 

Marie Almonte 

| V MacNaughton j 

Brown's 3 Shades 
Leon & Filsie'+ 

(Pago-Pago Keom) 

lou Martin Ore 

Eddie Davis 

Patricia Gilmore 

| Vivian Ray 


Congress Hotel 
(Casino) 
Jesse Crawford 
Helen Crawford 
(‘has Carlile 
ternhardt & G 
Diaz, 
Tommy. Trent 


Gloria Cook Varzos & McDowell 
| James Keogan ~ 
Nelsons Cats Gay 90's 

Haines Tate & 8S Colleen 

Tete & Kongo Co Georgia Lucky 

Mile Denise Lew King 

Norman & MeKay Mignon 

Mon Paris Ingrid 

: : : Jules Novit Ore 
pen Fosdick Ore Marion Miller 

Laurence White Jack Elkins 

Marion Pierce 

Versatile 3 Harry’s N. Y¥. 

P Cabaret 
Monsigneur -: a 
Chas Engles Ore 

H Leonard Ore Melba 

Wauna Paul % Parisians 

Mary Jane Reed Rk BR 


Maria del Carmen 
Margaret Crume 


Mori's 
Lou Ferris Ore 
| The Oaks 
Al Lambs Ore 


Rider Sis 

| Palmer Sis 

| Dorothy Johnston 
| 


Stroud 2 
Jean Sargent 


Tommy Lwiman | Gould Sis 
Gene Archer Patsy Ogden 


| Emery Deutsch Orc | 





Eddie LeBaron Orc | 


| Rond 


| Lorraine & Rognan 


—————$_$——— 











George Redman Ore 
Gagnon & Brough’n | Jack Pettis 


CHICAGO 


} Marion Morgan 


ore Ruth & B. Ambrose | 
Hotel St. Regia | Jane Kay 
(Viennese Roof) | June Glory 

Jacques Fray Ore | Chez Paree 





Irene Beasley 
Nick Long Jr 
Kay Picture 
Nadine Gae 
Buster Shaver Co 
Ben Yost Collegians 
Sands Point Bath 
Cleh 
Paul Rebucci Ore 
Emily Stevenson 
Wilson Lang 
Sterk Club 
Senny Kendis Ore 
Gus Mariel Ore 
Surfside 
(Atlantic Beach) 
Enrico & Novello 
Bert Frohman 
Burton Pierce 
Tavern On Green 
(Central Park) 
Hughie Barrett Ore 


Valhalla 


Maurice Shaw Ore 

| Marita 

| Lorraine Barrett 
Hal 


| Phil D’ ~ vy Ore Riviera Versailies 
if: art . es 
l ‘kay Marshall 4 “~, my Ore | H Rosenthal Ore 
Nano Rodrigo Ore | Joe Rodriguez Orc 
Hotel Lexington Lois Kay | Marjorie Gainsw'th 
Andv Tona Or« Weire Bros ' Gomez & Winona 
Ray Kinney 
Meymo Holt LOS ANGELES 
Hote! MeAipin Ball Cathiyn Miller 
(Roof Garden) | Bruz Fletcher Twid Von Lucas 
J Messner Ore Naomi Warner 


George Markle 
Mimosa 


Rhythm Rogues 


Pacitic Sunset Club 
Al Heath Ore 
Peggy Page 
Martha Gammeltler 
Janet Jordon 

Geo Ball's Rev 

KF Gilleite’s G-Girls 
Buddy La Rue 


Palomar 
Casa Loma Ore 
Kenny Sargent 
Pee-wee Hunt 
G Reynolds & B 
The Knight Sis 
Glen Gray 
Hudson Metzger Gis 


farts Inn 
Pete Contrelli Ore 
Wominic Columbo 
Ken Henryson 
Gabrielle & Cellita 
Yvonne 
Rudy & LaTosca 
Thora Maithatson 
Marguerita del Rio 
Juan de Martinis 


Seren Seas 


Lonnie McIntire Or 
Lily Gibson 


Somerset House 
Kay Hoffman 
Bill Zerker 
Pat Holden 
Betty Borden 

Topsy’s 
Al Eldredge Ore 
The Dee Sisters 
Bonnie Lind 
Dorothy Roy 

Betty srowa 
lois Glaze 
Leona Rice 
Irene Berry 
Agnes Johnson 

Treeadero 


Hotel Bismarck 
(Walnut Room) 
Keddie Varzos Ore 
Lucio Garcia 
Walker 3 
The Duanos 
Dean “Murphy 


Hotel Breveort 
Dorothy Duval 
Earl Smith 
Commodore Due 
Joe Parlato 


Drakes Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 
Jack Denny Ore 
Jessa Willard 
Gayle & Lioyd 
Kay St Germair 
Bob Hall 
Harriett Hoctor 
Gale Page 

Hotel Egdewater 
Beach 
(Board Walk) 


Gloria Sutter 
H Smith Ballet 


Hotel Lasalle 
(Biue Fountain 
Koom) 
King’s Jesters Ore 
Marjorie Whitney 
Gene Jerome 
Geo THloward 





Don, D & D 


| Jack 


| Shirley 
Edith Roark 


tra Bastow 
Johu Ravencroft 


Hotel Palmer House 


(Empire Keoom) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Holland & tart 
Bruce Holden 
Killen Blair 
Mari Lynn 
4 Arisiovrats 
Abbott) Datcers 


Hotel Sherman 
(College Inna) 


| Al Trace Ore 


Gertrude Hoffman 


Myrus 

Arlene Owens 
Jack-Wilehet 
Russell Crowell 


Coleman Clark Co 


Hotel Stevens 


| (Continental Room) 


Molina 
Loyaune & 
Janis Williains 


O68 Club 


Carlos 


| Billy Carr 
| Nora 


Ford 
Burns 

Kita Reed 

Ford & 


‘Boots 


jarnes 


Yaehr Club 
Nino Rinaldo Ore 
Waldron 
Lester 
iiust 


Aun 


tobinson 
885 Club 


Salty Sage 

The Dictators 
bon Castellono 
Belva Wiite 


===, 


Nitery Placements 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 
James Craig 


Lorraine Rhoda 
Panthy Crawford 


Travis & Gray Phillippe Girls } 





4 vier Cugat’ orc Te 
Paddy La Verne Silver Lake Ina an - Craéi eS, Vou and 
Sally La Marr (Clementon) olanda, sracie arrie, Rodney 


Johnny Graff Ore 
Arcadia Int'l 
Milton Kellem Ore 
Don Renaldo Ore 
Mayfair Girls (8) 

Texas Tommy 


Joe Milikopf Orc 
Beth Challis 
Mahone & Rucker 
George La Tour 


20th Century Tavern 


McClennan set for the _ five-week 
racing season beginning July 25, at 
Arrowhead Inn, Saratoga, N. y, ’ 

Walter Donahue, Marcella Sharkey 
for four weeks beginning July ; 








| Irina Bundel 


Bernie Cummins Or 


tenard 


lou Longo Ore 
Hazel Harman 
Marcelle Marchand 
Duval Sis 
Frankie Hyres 
4 Esquires 

Ubangi Club 


Kathryn Rand 
Andy & I. Carr 
Eleanor Bowers 


the Village Barn, N. Y. o, at 

Russell Swann into Savoy Plaza 
N. Y., for two weeks starting July ¢ 

Texas Tommy and his pony tick- 
eted by MCA into the Rainbow 
| Room, N. Y., for eight weeks start. 
jing July 12. 
| Harris and Shaw sailed Saturday 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Planet Room) 


7 av Ore 
aa are Doc Hyder’s Ore 
Ben Franklin Hotel) | ycitle Howard 


(Coral Cafe) | & Stumpy 





Stump 


Moe Jaife Ore Ethelina Fraye | (26) for an indefinite engagement at 
Benny the Bum’s | Tyler 2) | the Grosvenor House, London, open- 
Delovd Mekay Leroy McCoy ing July 8. 

Stafford & Lioyd Parrish Cafe Music Hall Boys, winding up a 
Krank Hall — Bobby Lee Ore |vear in London " ” 

Mayo & Marie J &e 4 , Open at the Arca- 
! | Leon Hill . _" 

Hal Sidare Pewee Gillette |dia Restaurant, Philly, Sept. 1, 

Kaye Hamilton | 


Jeanne Goodner, 
Continental Room, 


3 Parisettes 


acrobatic tapste 
Ralph Brown Vernon Guy t pste r. 


Stevens 


: ' ie , Hotel 
goes Club - on asta Chicago, July 8, for a fortnight. 

I.ee -errins utkin's athskeltier Phe on Bae . » “ 

Billy Lee V Norman Or« Shirley Brown Band. } doing the 

itvrne Maland Florence Macb'nala | Vecals for Bill Farmer band at the 

Gloria Mausier Patti Norton | Promenade Cafe, Rockefeller Center, 

clint Hall Freddie Lane | N. =: 

Evergreen Casino | Cleo Vaienteen Harry Williford, singer, joined 

i “~ ‘ > > i ~ ° a 

Henry May Ore | “rank Ponti the show at Glen Island Casino, Pe}. 

Helaine & D'n'lds'n Stamp’s Cafe |} ham. N. Y 

Tom Barry Jack Hutchinson | ‘ iotesine an ali 

Kathleen May atte Weleaent | Joe Rodrigues orch replaces the 

Stanley Bros Renton Harkat | Hawaiian Serenaders at the Ver- 

Pat Sinclair Paul Neff sailles, N. Y. 


Hotel Adelphia Roof 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Harold Knight Ore 
Frank Gaby 


Winston 
Pasiines 
Flo Hulse 

Johnny Walsh 


& Diana Russell Swan succeeded Grace and 
Ray McDonald in the Cafe 


of the Savoy-Plaza hotel, N. 


Lounge 
= 


| 8% Texas Rockets 

| Evan B Fontaine 
Lambs Tavern 

Larry Meli Orc 


John Uppmann Venice Grill Tommy Dorsey band with Edythe 
Al Bernie | Stasie Masten Gee Wright, Jack Leonard, Allen Storr 
Alice Dawn | Dave Walls and the Three Esquires will take 
| DeAngelo & Porter | F2¥, Ray |over from Bunny Berigan on the 
Sara Ann McCabe | ©*tis & Ranassee | Pennsylvania Hotel Roof Garden, 
| Agnes Tolle Viking Cafe iN. Y. 


Penn Fay Ore 
Frances Carol 
Bobby Clark 

Patty LaVerne 


William Adler and Paul Taubman. 
j}concert pianists, at the Hotel Am- 
bassador, N. Y. 


Mildred Benson | Irene Beasley, singer, and the 
| Little Rathskeller | — Finney |Weire Bros... comedy trio. replaced 
Jack Griftin Ore | arry Sweeney | ce 
’ : ‘Oss = at 
eins: ta tami ~~ | Welton Rest | Sree and Dunn Tuesday (6) at Ben 


Bovard Sis 

Thelma Shearon 
DeSario & Ruth 
| Princess Marna 


New Overbrook 


Marden’s Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J, 
Peter Kara Ore , 
Betty & F Roberts 


po sees | New Shows at WSAI 


Harry Stevens 
Rene Barclay 
Walton 6 


Weber’s Hof Brau 








| a 
(Lindenweld, N. J.) 


| Al Kahn Ore 


Cincinnati, July 6. 
Jean Valmar 


} j 
sae Yee } (Camden) N xson Denton, sports editor of 
| Marie Holtz | Louis Chalkin Ore | the Times-Star, who has been doub- 
| Harry Holly sg FE nega a ling of late with a humorous chatter 
Hugh oxen Ted & E Walker | stanza on WSAI, is now sponsored 
Instrumental 3 on that station by Twenty Grand 
| Manny LaPorte Ore | Hugo Klee . : Ps 7 
| Ramona Bros Sid Golden cigarettes. Hits the air Mondays 
Don Brill Joe Ramona 


through Fridays for 15 minutes at 
| 6:30 p.m. McCann-Erickson, N. Y. C. 
Same sponsor recently terminated 


| Jude & J Gibson 
Armand Delmar 
Kathleen Nova 
Jones & Ray 


Ilse Hart 
Gregory Quinn Co 
Eldoradians 


Sunset Inn |a thrice-weekly 10-minute period, 

Rits-Cariten Dan Duncan Ore {styled ‘Women of Today,’ for the 
(Crystal Koom) Betty Vallone pe ° . “ pf 

Vi Revise Al Gorene | O’Brien Paint & Varnish Co., placed 

| Henry Patrick Bert Reed through Beal & Waldie agency, Chi- 

31 Club Peay ten cago. Program uses interviews with 


Bill Fiske Ore 
John Renari 
Billie Brill 


Peacock Gardens | local club women on their hobbies. 
| Sylvan Herman Ore ’Run is for 13 weeks. 


| 
| 
} 
| 


Inside Stufl—Radio 


(Continued from page 39) 
office while they prepared the next newscast. Reporters and editors had 
rot met the new boss who walked in and started telling them that on 
their newscasts they usually had practically the same news as their com- 
petitor—on the air ahead of them two or three times a day. Boss pointed 


out other shortcomings of the broadcasts, but still the force did not tumble. 
They just thought it was a radio news fan. It was getting along toward 
time for a newscast to go on, so the editor says to the boss: ‘We're pretty 
busy just now, so if you could come back some other time we'll be glad 
to talk to you.’ And the boss left. . 

Boss thought it was a huge joke—getting the bum’s rush out of his own 
newsroom, And from then on the news hounds have decided he is okay. 





Speech made by Senator Robert F. Wagner (Dem., N. Y.) over WEVD, 
New York’s ‘labor-union’ station, June 25.was transcribed by Morris Novik, 
| program director at WEVD, for resale to other stations. Novik wrote or 
wired almost every station in the country, offering a copy of the waxed 
spiel at $1.50 each. Since Wagner upheld CIO side of the currently raging 
_ industrial wars in the midwest, four Michigan stations immediately snapped 
up the disc, including WJBK, Detroit. Other stations which aired the e.t. 
over the weekénd are WCOP, Boston; WELI, New Haven: WPEN-WRAX, 
Philly, and WBNY, Buffalo. All these broadcasters regularly carry union- 
organizing programs on commercial basis, 


Station rep, who recently started a subsidiary organization, approached 
an agency time buyer about joining the latter outfit, opening with an offer 
of $7,000 a year. The agency man shook his head. Up went the salary to 
$7,500. Again the agency man shook his head. The rep appeared non- 

‘ ‘ > . a = ° ” 
plussed. ‘Well,’ he said, why let a matter of $500 stand between friends: 
Now, you name your own figure.’ 

The agency man said he had none to quote and that he preferred to drop 
the subject. When the rep persisted in knowing why the agency spot 
specialist rejoined, ‘If you must know, I’m not interested in working [or 
your organization at any price.’ 


System of ‘controlled applause’ has been instituted on the Coast by 
J. Savington Crampton, producer of Benny Goodman ‘Swing School’ for 
Camel. Only in two or three spots will the audience be allowed to give 
physical vent to their enthusiasm, the idea being to utilize’ as much of the 

. e . . ° . ~ »< te 
network time as possible without audience intrusion. Crampton rec anted 

° e . m . ‘ 
on his original thought of moving out of the Hollywood Music Box Imo 
KNX to entirely eliminate audience. He also had to put a stop to dancing 
in the aisles to Goodman's swinging, which nearly disrupted the first 
airshot. 


of General Mills 
NBC ‘has queried 


NBC execs in Chicago are excited over possibility 
switchover of its full hour morning show from Columbia 
| its stations as to clearance of time.’ 

Flour company insists, however, 
switch—just a future possibility. 


that it is figuring on no immediate 
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Arbitration to Determine Who Should 
Pay Jimmy Savo's Final ‘Inn’ Salary 


> 


The Jimmy Savo incident that 


punctuated the prelude to the 
presentation of “White Horse Inn,’ at 
the Center, N. Y., last season is yet 
io be closed. There is to be an arbi- 
tration of the final week’s ‘salary’ 
paid the pantomimie comic. The 
item is $687.50, which has or will be 
paid Savo, but the arbitrators will 
decide whether the coin be charged 
against Charivers, Inc., which pro- 
duced the operetta, or the cast of 
*Inn.’ 

Savo received nearly $18,000 be- 
tween October and May last, in lieu 
of his contract, without any appear- 
ances in ‘Inn.’ Salary was to have 
started at $1,000 weekly and in- 
creased, but he settled for 55%, 
which was paid him weekly, starting 
with $550. 

‘Inn’ was to have closed one week 
before it folded, but the cast took it 
over under a pro rata basis. Equity 
assented because the players were 
united to the attempt to keep the 
show playing. There was a provi- 
sion, however, that the chorus be 
guaranteed regular salaries. On 
Monday night of the closing week 
the players signed an agreement to 





the effect that Savo’s salary be de- 


ducted before there was a split-up| costly show of the 1937-38 season, it 


of the proceeds. That money has 
been on deposit with Equity ever 
since, but the corporation released 


any claim upon it last week. Ques- went into ‘The Eternal Road’ at the 
tion arose, however, if Charivers| Manhattan, nor “White Horse Inn’ 
was responsible for the Savo pay-/| which was the Radio City stage show 


ment or the players which resulted 
in the arrangement to arbitrate, 
since his contract is with the cor- 
poration. In light of the signed 
agreement by the players their claim 


| 
} 


| cost 


appears faulty but should they win, | 


the coin would be payable to them 
from the corporation. 

Savo was engaged by Erik Charell, 
who staged ‘Inn’ and had a piece of 
the show. Warners had _ people 
present at a Westport try-out in 
which the comic appeared last sum- 


¥ 





Horse Habituates 


Horse called Godspeed was a 
seven to one winner last week, 
and it was claimed most of the 
cast of ‘Room, Service,’ Cort, 
N. Y., had a deucer on that nag. 
Play mentioned in. ‘Service’ is 
‘Godspeed,’ which provided the 
hunch, 

Several players in the cast 
were in ‘Three Men Ona Horse’ 
and have been race-minded 
ever since—some before that. 


ROCKEFELLERS 
LAVISH ON 
‘VIRGINIA 











‘Virginia,’ the operetta which will 
bring the Rockefellers into legit pro- 
duction, due into the Center, New 


York, Aug. 24, will be the most 


is indicated. It will not, however, 
compare in outlay of that which 


last season. 
Budget for ‘Virginia’ is $150,000 
and may run another $25,000. ‘Road’ | 
over $500,000 but more than | 
that Was expended 





half sum in | 


|structural changes within the thea-| 


mer and were dissatisfied with his | 


performance. Stated that the time 
that one of the picture people told 
Charell that if Savo were retained 
it would ‘not be with our money.’ 
Settlement was made and William 
Gaxton engaged for the part. Gax- 
ton dictated the terms of the con- 
tract which provided that he insert 
any material he wished. Included 
were other provisions said to have 
made it the most unusual actor’s 
contract ever known. 


Had the management accepted one 


profier to settle the Savo contract|tour was 
it would not have cost Charivers | 


anything. That deal called for pay- 
ment of the stipulated salary in full, 
contingent, however, on what money 
Savo earned during the run of the 
show. He played six weeks in Chi- 
cago during that period at a reputed 
Salary of $2,500 weekly, also having 
a successful London engagement. 
Savo is now said to be under con- 
tract for pictures. Claim that by re- 
placing him in ‘Inn’ tended to injure 


' his reputation as an actor appears 


not to have been substantiated in 
light of the other engagements. 





Marjorie Rambeau Returns 


To Stage in ‘Whispered’ 


San Francisco, July 6. 
Marjorie Rambeau will make a 
comeback on the stage after being in 
retirement for three years when she 


appears in the world premiere of 
The Story to Be Whispered,’ at the 
Geary theatre, Aug. 9 or 16. Play 
deals with the Comstock days and is 
by William S. Hurlbut. Now being 
rehearsed in Los Angeles, play is in 
three acts and six scenes. 

After try-out here, show will go 
back to Los Angeles and then pos- 
sibly on to New York. Edwin Mc- 





Gregor is producing ‘The Story to | 
Whispered,’ which at one time | 


had been announced for Broadway 
Sy A. H. Woods. 


tre and was used up the ‘previous | 
year. ‘Inn’ stood its backers $263,000 


and while a considerable sum was | 
earned, inclusive of the house end, 
it failed to operate out of the red. 
Virtually nothing was made out of 
the operating of ‘Road,’ though its 
many angels are hopeful that if sent 
on tour some of their coin, or that 
which they will be called on to 
repay on the notes they signed, some 
of the investment will be recaptured. 
The Rockefeller show should have 

a much better chance to play profit- 
ably than its predecessors at the 
Center. First show was ‘The Great 
Waltz,’ which was the most success- 
| ful and more than balanced the books 
, on the road, although last season’s 
involved with too much 











railroading. 
‘Virginia’ will go into rehearsal 
July 19. Recently Owen Davis was 


| called in to aid on the book. Wil- 
lard Keefe has been added to the | 
staff as press agent. Shuffle of the; 


Shubert plans now spots ‘Between | 
the Devil’ as the first musical from | 


that office for next season. It starts 
rehearsals Aug. 23. 


EDMUND LOWE HOT 
ON DOING B’WAY PLAY 


Edmund Lowe’s plans were still 
indefinite when he left New York 
for the Coast last Saturday (3), but 
| he may do a Broadway legit show 
when he returns east in the fall. 
Understood John Golden wants him 














for the lead in ‘Susan and God’ and | $670,500; Three Men on a Horse,’ | 
Honeymoon, | 


|has several other offers. Pic com- 
'mitments may prevent his playing 
| the lead in ‘Susan’ opposite Gertrude 
Lawrence. Play is being rewritten 
| and is expected to be brought to 
| Broadway this fall. Tried out on 
the road last spring. 


Only thing definite in Lowe’s plans 
when he geis to the Coast is an ap- 
pearance on Bing Crosby’s radio pro- 
gram. Date is either July 15 or July 
32, Also is considering a part in 
|Mae West's next film, but won't de- 
cide that until he reads the script. 


; cesses 
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$14,000,000 Gross Take by 


Broadway Past Year In- 


cludes Several Holdover 


Hits—‘Show Is On,’ $771,- | 


000; ‘Tovarich,’ $653,500, 


Top Hit Grossers—‘White | 


Horse Inn’ with $1,903,- 
200 Take a 
Flop Because of Huge 
Overhead — Maxwell An- 
derson and George S. 
Kaufman Top the Money 
Playwrights 


NO ‘LUCKY’ THEATRES 


Broadway legit grossed nearly 
$14,000,000 during the 1936-37 season. 
Figure includes the take on the hold- 
over productions from previous sea- 
sons as well as the new shows dur- 
ing the theatre year. Actual amount, 
based on Variety's -box office esti- 
mates, was $13,886,300. 

Hit shows of the 1936-37 ‘season 
clicked off an estimated take of $4,- 
757,900. There were 13 productions 
in that classification. For simplifica- 
tion, ‘Room Service,’ a smash at the 
end of the season, is not included. 
In the two weeks it ran before the 
season closed, show rang up an esti- 
mated gross of $25,000. 

Total gross for the moderate suc- 
was $1,353,200. Holdover 
clicks from previous seasons, eight 
in number, drew $3,571,200 


Of the 1936-37 hits, biggest grosser | 


was “The Show Is On,’ which piled 
up a total take of $771,000. Next 
was ‘Tovarich,’ with a $653,500 gross. 
Other big money makers: ‘The 
Women,’ with $457,000; ‘You Can't 
Take It With You,’ with $365,000; 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ with 
$253,500; ‘Stage Door,’ with $356,100; 
‘Tonight at 8:30,’ with $354,500; the 
Katharine Cornell plays (‘Candida’ 
and ‘Wingless Victory’), with $320,- 
800; ‘High Tor,’ with $287,000; ‘Zieg- 
feld Follies’ (new edition), with 
$340,000; ‘Brother Rat,’ $295,500: 
‘Having Wonderful Time.’ $175,500, 
and ‘Babes in Arms,’ $128,500. 

Moderate successes also piled up 
some impressive totals. ‘Red, Hot 
and Blue’ pulied in $620,700; ‘Fred- 
erika,’ $156,500; ‘Masque of Kings,’ 
$147,500: ‘The Amazing Dr. Clitter- 
house,’ $75,500; ‘Excursion,’ $71,500; 
‘Reflected Glory,’ $200,000, and 
‘Swing Your Lady,’ $81,500. 

Of the technical failures, the 
most startling was “White Horse Inn,’ 
which grossed a total of $1,003,200, 
top take of any show during the 
season, and yet never climbed out 
of the red. Another’ spectacular 
failure was ‘The Eternal Road,’ 


i which grossed only $457,000 against 


a nut of at least $500,000 to open. 

The McClintic ‘Hamlet,’ with John 
| Gielgud, Judith Anderson and Lillian 
| Gish, drew an estimated take of 
| $267,800. ‘Masque of Kings’ was 
| good for $147,500. ‘High Tor’ ran 
|up a gross of $287,000. 
| ‘Victoria Regina’ the 


was top 


| grosser of the holdover shows, roll- | 


|ing up an estimated total of $759,200 
| during its second season on Broad- 
| way. ther notable figures for the 
|holdover shows were ‘Idiot's De- 
light,’ $527,500; ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ 
| $479,600: ‘Tobacco Road,’ $404,200; 
| ‘Dead End,’ $404,600; ‘On Your Toes,’ 


| $196,600, 

$129,000. 
Shuberts and Gilbert Miller 

Of the the Shuberts 


and ‘Pre 


producers 


| slipped ahead of Gilbert Miller a bit | 


on the estimated grosses. Figures 
| were around $1,500,000 for 
former, with the latter running only 
about $100,000 less. Considering two 
of the Shubert hits were heavy-ex- 
| pense revues, ‘Follies’ and ‘Show Is 
|On,.’ however, while Miller’s two 
operate, ‘Victoria Regina’ 

(Continued on page 55) 
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Bragging 


Caravan Theatre of the WPA 
Federal Theatre Project figures 
it’s about to win the 
recognition. 

‘Brooks Atkinson and 
Mantle have been to 
shows, one of the actors 
boasted last week, ‘and even 
George Jean Nathan may come 
when he returns to New York.’ 


WARNERS’ LEGIT 
ENTRY INTO 
LONDON 


ultimate 


Burns 
see our 











Hollywood, July 6. 
Jacob Wilk, head of Warners story 
|department, will go to England to 
set up the Warner London headquar- 





ters in charge of corporation’s em- 
barking into the 
field there. 


legitimate theatre 


| At least six plays will be produced 


|by Warners in 
starting next 
| Business manager and 
lexecutive will go to England soon 
Wilk’s departure. O’Bryen, 
|Linnit & Dunfee, British producers, 
|are lined up with Warners in the 
enterprise. 


London during the | 


September. 


‘Road’ on Dixiana 
Off When Rammed 
By Coast Guarder 


Performances of “Tobacco Road’ 
suddenly stopped Monday (4) aboard 
the showboat Dixiana, tied up at a 
dock in Michigan City, Ind.. Clos- 
ing did not come as the result of con- 
flict with local authorities, but the 
stage was ruined when the showboat 
was rammed by The Hawk, a coast 


guard boat, formerly owned by the 
present Duke of Windsor. Vessel 
was so badly damaged that it could 
not be repaired within one month. 








the | 


|major clicks were less expensive to | 


Company was called back to New 
York but may play upstate dates. 
Sam Grisman, co-producer, started 


mandamus proceedings against a 
|flock of Michigan City officials | 


and planned keeping 
the resort indefinitely. 
ceiving a certificate of 
|tion by the State the manager 
proffered $50 for a_ city license, 
but acceptance was refused and the 
mandamus actions followed. 

| Manager denied that, by getting a 
jlicense from the Department of 
|Commerce, he_ intended avoiding 
| paying local fees nor that he aimed 
\to dodge the jurisdiction of the city 
|}and state. 


‘Road’ at 
After re- 
incorpora- 


WANT DOROTHY BRYAN 
TO STAY WITH EQUI 


| Equity doesn’t want Dorothy Bry- 
ant to withdraw as executive head 
of Chorus Equity. At week's 
;council session, called to especially 
consider the WPA situation, time 
|was found to discuss Mrs. Bryant's 
resignation. 
her a two months’ vacation with pay, 
during which time she is requested 
to reconsider her resignation. 

It is theefirst time in Equity’s his- 
|tory that such a proposal was made 
,to any of its officers. Mrs. Bryant 


named Aug. 7 as the date of her 


last 


leaving the chorus. secretaryship, 
which she held since the strike of 
*1919. 


production | 


It was resolved to offer | 


Reinstatement of FTP Dismissed Ones 
Flanagan's Decision 


+ iniiniainpimaindianin 


Successful reconsideration of dis- 
missals of: bona fide professionals in 
the WPA 
York, now appears to be up to Hallie 
Flanagan, the Federal relief’s na- 
tional director. That resulted from 
a conference in Washington last Fri- 
day (2) between leaders of stage 
groups and unions with two assistant 
FTP administrators, who made the 
suggestion and who will be presefft 
during the meeting with Mrs. Flan- 
agan. ; 

Armed with figures and percent- 
ages the committee during a three- 
hour session at the capital presented 
much data to support the contention 
that the let-outs of professionals 
should be rescinded because of the 
number of persons who did not re- 
ceive pink slips who did not earn 
their living in the theatre prior to 
government's stage relief project. 
Basic argument is that the appro- 
priation was specifically made to aid 


theatre project in New 


pros, ‘ 
Union heads made a further ap- 
peal on behalf of their people on 
the let-out list, claiming that a 


check-up shows 29% of those in the 
legit division are of non-professional 
rating. Stated that of the super- 
visary people who compiled the list 
of Jet-outs in each unit, only 8% 
were of the theatre prior to the 
project and therefore, not qualified 
to decide so important an issue, 

Claimed that in some localities as 
high as 40% on the FTP are non- 
professional. That may be the rea- 
son why the project will be discon- 
tinued or ‘liquidated’ in five states— 
Indiana, Nebraska, Texas, Iowa and 
| Rhode Island. 





| The dismissals are. dated to be 

effective on Thursday (15) of next 
| week, Because of the _ holiday 
| (Fourth’ of July) no contact was 


made with Mrs. Flanagan to arranve 
| the conference. That session may 
|not come off for another week or 
more but the union leaders (Equity, 
stage hands, musicians, etc.) will 
,; continue to strive for more satis- 
factory results regardless of the dis- 
| missal deadline. 

Percentages show that the stage 
| hand let-out approximated 50% of 
| those on WPA in New York. Ex- 
|actly 30% of the vaudeville division 
received slips although less than that 
| percentage was the count among 
| Equityites. In the latter division 
there were 156 let-outs, 35 «@° whom 
were chorus people, principally act- 
| ing as extras. 
| Stated by Mrs. Flanagan that it 
| cost between $12 and $13 per perscn 
(Continued on page 55) 
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Time’ Biz Improves, 
Postponing Salary Cuts 


Under a summer arrangement, sal- 
aries of part of the ‘Having Wonder- 
| ful Time’ cast were supposed to be 
cut last week but business at the Ly- 
ceum materially improved and full 
pay was received. Arrangement for 
the slice is unusual, since it is retro- 
active. which provision was volune- 
, teered by the management. Players 
| are to be paid the entire amount de- 
ducted if subsequent grosses im- 
prove. 

Should ‘Time’ hold to its bettered 
nace the cut will not apply at all. 
Deal calls for salaries to go down 
only if the gross is less than $8,000. 
Last week takings approached the 
$10.000 mark, Understood that only 
eight players will be affected if the 
cut goes in. Lower salaried people 
who received small increases recent- 
ly will not be included in the if and 
| when slice. 

Claim of Albert Cowles, originally 
stage manager, who walked out after 
a preview performance, was settled 
by Mark Connelly, show's producer, 
before he left for Holkywood. Man- 
ager contended the walk-out im- 

| periled the show’s chances and that 
ithe matter was to be arbitrated. 
Connelly, however, settled the mat- 
ter by paying Cowles two weeks® 
i salary. 
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Stagehands Union Opposes P.A’s "Satay Claim Nixea Newsteeig Strawhats NEW AMST DAM 

















Arbitrators denied the claims of | Mount Kisco, N. Y., July 6. 
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j}players in ‘Return of MHannibal,’| Paramount News unit has just / 
ontract it ™ ers, ali ell which Adrienne Morrison presented | spent five days alternating between Ba 
for one week in San Francisco last | strawhats here and at Westport, ‘| C 
spring. It was contended that since | Conn., taking footage of the play- Fs att: 
‘a they couid not leave city until Mon- | houses, their casts, including Eva \ ha’ 
4 é a — I day following a Saturday closing, | LeGallienne, rehearsal scenes and x coy 
ij ail rove wi set Doll House’ to Open that rehearsal pay should not have shots of actual performances. Pic- EY the 
i ~ a igh pn ‘in reference to the been deducted. They claimed by | tures will be released by Par at once : bu 
: annienak oui iw the p.a.’s. League Central City’ S$ Festival staying in ’Frisco virtually meant the | and constitute the only summer a thi 
( 4 a. 5. t ; - 
of New York Theatres. The show- | Pie start of a second week. a coverage by pawaraess to; New Amsterdam theatre, formerty bu 
. men’s organization, however, is re- it. was: proven, however, that SWeOr a lone of Broadway's ts f 
yoried to have been advised or Central City, Colo., July 6. principals had departed on Sunday,| Films of Miss LeGallienne and her oadways standout legit dis 
canes by a leader of the IATSE not Central City’s sixth annual three-|so the claims were denied. ‘Hanni- | company rehearsing out of doors! theatres, reopened with a picture we 
to sign with the NYTPA because it | week Play Festival gets under way | [Far nor, Ine, which was repres he used ina special age ae also be | policy Saturday (3), under the man- } = 
~ . : Be f ( Sy 0 - —- ——— —-----—— Ee , ig > . — 
Labor Relations Board act. House” staged by Jed Harris and | tarily pode cay gata, haga con ) sought the property and who , 
Managerial end is said to have| , ss. pith Gordon. Richard § pesca b prs $100 pes ru States that the house can be made I 
been told by the stagehands official | S@7Tins “uth Moroon. apencthed™ oe) | sce Boy Dae Seog Meera re H lhid Be d available for a stage show ‘withir “ 
ay hi would not aent with press Aldrich, of New York, is the new di- | and who remained in Frisco over the all ay to rmuda 10 minutes.’ It is possible that re En 
agent ‘majority. That point, however rector of the festival this summer, | week-end. T R Hi H Ith New Amsterdam will house one of We 
— ey “hey atone a saa toto succeeding Robert Edmond Jones | - 0 egain iS nea t next season’s planned musical c we 
appears to be ope are and Frank St. Leger. Supporting | aay ee CONS 


P 
the p.a.’s contending that its organ- |... oe salsa dies 

eon ; cast in the play includes Dennis G | Mi ler Office 

ization includes all Broadway pub-| king walter Riera and Sam Jaffe. l wer $ ice Understood that John Halliday, New canopy and exterior dr Pi 


















































. . - a . af saath " awne a P > w S 258 ba ab 
es rite Maseesacd A aacesc oe’ os | Donald Oenslager designing the sets | D A D l ee the cast of ‘Tovarich at | had made it the most attractive ean. : 
the Theatrical Managers, Agent: | and costumes. | enies ny a 1e Plymouth, N. Y., last.week, may | trance in the Times Square zone. ‘ 
Treasurers union is the majority fac- | The Teller House, the mining! A | not return to the show again. Actor Extensive renovation of the lobby Pe cit 
tion, TMAT is supposed to or town’s historic hostelry, will play an | With WB on Dr ? Play had not been in good health for and interior also toned up the New ” * 
with the IATSE, which aims to or- important part during the festival | ° some weeks and finally collapsed in Amsterdam, which now compares ba ( 
ganize the front of the house. — with its night club setup featuring | ——— | his dressing room after Saturday | with the house at its peak. ¥) re] 
Inclusion of p.a.’s into the union | cheija Barrett, comedienne-mimic. | , (26) night’s performance. ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’ is co! 
appears to be a problem, with some rate While there is a contest over the Verging on a nervous breakdown, the opening film. It was chosen be- ro 
in ~ TMAT = ry the ve ongening | film rights of ‘The Amazing Dr. | he sailed Wednesday (30) for a rest; cause the Shakespearean comedy 
that the agents do not properly be- ° 5 h 5 Clitterhouse’ the offi Te ~|in Bermuda. Physician has ordered} was the firs acti the 
‘er > se. ce of Gilbert . ; é has ordered} was 1e rst attraction when the 
long to the front of the house. Union Pitt traw at eason | Miller aa eo of th _ jhim not to return or do any work} theatre opened 34 years ago. with 59} 
apparently has not ironed out the . . ee ee ee, re re-/ until September, at the earliest.) the late Nat C. Goodwin, the lead . an 
status of company managers either. Begins in South Park | ported facts are incorrect. Manager | Halliday had recently been speak-| player. Cohen will probably book Itz 
Stated in Iypor circles that a com- a ae | presented the show on Broadway,|ing of retiring from the stage, but 'duals in the house for the balance | 
pany manager should be excused having no interest in the London | it’s not believed likely that he would | of the summer. Admission 25c bo 
from union regulations when on the Pittsburgh, July 6. Sad d ‘manent! Hed previously ape 
. : . ee p : ita iene .| showing. That there was an un- 0 so permanently, ad previously ee ’ 18. 
job, he must treat with unionists Pittsburgh’s lone straw hat gets | § 5 y ls Seay” amihdd ‘ikdaaaiaaees 4 
: ; : ‘ j}intended touring with ‘Tovarich’ in 
when acting for the producer. under way tonight (6) for eight-|derstanding between Miller and ithe fall ? ° | 
The NYTPA agreement was first | week season under auspices of Al- | Warners, who had an interest in the | pores leading part opposite Arena Owners Suit 3 
believed to be acceptable to the man- | legheny County Parks Association.}| American ‘Clitterhouse’ and Who | arta Abbie wan played ee aie : Bs 3 
agers, but the latter recently asked | Playhouse has been installed in|! were supposed to have purchased the | : pO ae aR ° a 
a poe . | by Frederic Worlock understudy fans ud f th 
the p.a.’s to make changes. Pub- Museum building of South Park, | picture rights for $50,000, is denied. | Paul Cavanagh, who vabisteddl innme oes th 
Seihy gneyee Fereees WAS wae Contract about 19 exiles out af town, and will | According to the producer's office, | Europe duri ing the week, took over U d Ad i 
is unchanged. One thing the man- | accommodate more than 1,000. he agreed on that figure with Nor- i: tele. Steaden «6. ’ naer visement Sl 
agers sought was to drop the mini- | _Arthur Marlowe, graduate of/| man Bright, the author’s agent, be- | Understood Osgood Perkins,- who 
mum salary from $150 to $100. P.a.’s| Carnegie Tech drama school who | fore leaving London to produce the) ....6 east several weeks ago after | St: Louis. July ¢ : 
tame back by saying the higher fig- | used to play with George Sharp | show in New York. Carl Laemmle, | awtie rl sek 16, et: Cenat- cane! 5 oy S ~ 
ure applies only for exclusive serv- | stock company here, is directing and | Jr was advised of the deal between | poe of una riéte.? ahaa Ae yard Arguments on a demurrer filed by ; c 
ices. local cast includes James Mac-| miller and the author’s. agent. | a bie die aoa: so. “sihdcin Halli- | “itY to suit by Reorganization In- € 
—- | Farlane, Tom Lewis, Martin Fallon, | Laemmle, however, proffered $55,000 | | a: ; ‘Did t = i fs z aoe | vestment Co., owner of Arena. to 
; . , Charles Kerns, Amelia Tome, Vir-| sor the rights which figure the agent lay. ; n wan Os i ver. enjoin use of $5,000,000 Municipal 
nver s ny ud | ginia Irwin, James Reed and Chester | hogan |since taking over the part might) auditorium for sporting events and 
Adams. . PSPS Se | prevent him from accepting possible | other purposes not of a civic nature F: 
Lost 256 Per Annum ‘ Four shows will be presented for | | film offers or a new legit show. Per- | were heard last week by Circuit ac 
|two weeks each. First is ‘Milky | iN PI h S$ | kins is now without plans, but will | Judge Kirkwood who took case un- Ww 
| 29 Y : 0 ti n Way’ to be followed by ‘Hell Bent | ew ay ouse ooon | probably leave for a vacation in the | der advisemente Counsel for city- bi 
nl rs. pera 0 for Heaven, ‘The Phantom’ and | ° ; country in the next couple of weeks. | pwned building contended that / os 
tes ‘Taming of the Shrew’ (in modern At Ogungutt, Maine —_ sagas: - plaintiff had no cause of action 
| dress) 
Denver, July 6. a cele Ee aeere ; ° | Attorneys for Arena Co. asserted 2 
According to a report issued by i SRE ed cite Ogunquit, Me., July 6. Mary Astor $ Legit city had no authority to rent audi- ! 
City Auditor William H. McNichols ’ . | Lillian Foster is appearing in the giant torium for such events as boxing oa 
h unicipal auditorium has néver M L anne . “0 and wrestling exhibitions area 
on profit in the win conte = - oore S ineup Fhe nnn role of ‘Hay Fever,’ at the Hollywood, July 6. | it was pene with aide Gotekned 
eration. Loss has totaled $716,- Sie ge Ogunquit Playhouse the second week) Arthur J. Beckhard, who will) by a $5,000,000 bond issue for a civic "T 
693, averaging about $25,000 a year. Dennis, Mass., July 6. | in Walter Hartwig’s season in Maine. | present a series of plays at the Lo-| center ‘to be used fer the holding . 
The building cost $891,000 to build. | In addition to ‘Calling All Men,’ | Henry Hull, Jr., and Rosemary Ames bero theatre in Santa Barbara, has | of public meetings, gatherings and 
McNichols compiled his figures to | ™usical comedy featuring Imogene | play important roles in the Noel | signed Mary Astor for the lead in| public questions, and to supply suit- 8 de 
show the city could not hope to | Coca and Catharine Calhoun Doucet, | Coward comedy, with Violet Besson, |‘Ways and Means,’ which opens | able meeting places for educational, Bar th 
realize enough rentals from a pro- | now current at the Cape Playhouse, Wilfrid Seagram, John Williams,} Thursday (8). labor, industrial and other purposes.’ K 
posed stadium and convention hall | Dennis, Mass., Raymond Moore plans| William Swetland, Mary Newnham | Bramwell Fletcher and Vivian’ Before completion of auditorium ti 
to retire the $840,000 ‘rental fund | to present four other new produc- | Davis and Cecile Wulff. ; , | Tobin are also cast. boxing and sporting events were h; 
certificates’ which the city would | tions during the 1937 summer season. Hartwig expects to move into his toa on held in Arena, in western section of bt 
have to issue to build the coliseum. They will include ‘Marriage Royal,’ | new Ogunquit Playhouse, which is city, but now practically all indoor ‘V 
The highest annual loss of the 2 Play by Robert Wallsten, week of | now practically completed, on July EMERY’S LEGIT YEN | Sporting events are held in the g: 
Senet ‘ : ‘July 12; ‘Accidental Family,’ a/19, with ‘Boy Meets Girl.’ | Auditorium located downtown. 
auditorium was in 1917 when the ah se 
: deficit was $60,640. In 1936 receipts | |comedy by Seymour Gross, week of | | Prefers That to Hazarding Another Plaintiff asserts its building is now al 
j were $11,055, with operating costs | Aus. 2; ‘Western Union, Please, a | Picture : practically useless because of com- ni 
} $27,887. | comedy by Albert Hackett and ENGAGEMENTS petition from city owned property. m 
Frances Goodrich, authors of ‘Up! ae Another point presented by plaintiff T 
‘ ’ | Pops the Devil,’ with Percy Kil-| | og wart: A er og 8 John Emery, recovered from the was that Arena pays high taxes p 
Power at Alcazar | bride, week of Aug. 9, and ‘New| te og ho ring, | Salistones attack he suffered when, while Auditorium is exempt. Fa u 
a ? Faces of 1937,’ Leonard Sillman’s| pattista, ’ Teddy ; pas. gg Clement | he came east to attend the opening Ser nteeees te 
Frisco on Au 1? new revue, week of Aug. 30. | O’Loughlen, Ralph Sumpter, ‘Alias |of “Road Back’ at the Globe, N. Y., : r 
; g. % sipcily | tee Deacon,’ Starlight Theatre, Paw- | Starts rehearsing this week in ‘Bus-, Hedserow Prepares . n 
cde N. Y. man‘s Honeymoon,’ to be tried out 5 : 
San Francisco, July 6. STRAWHAT BOOKINGS “ay a er ee at Mt. Kisco, N. Y., next week, and C cl of Sh Pi. S 4 p 
Peter Heiman, former Europeap bey g tang Sake tery Bon Westport, Conn., the following y é aw ay al 
director and assistant to Max Rein- | Julie Haydor and Phyllis Welch Set) chinson, Roland Bottomley, ‘Henry wour. * lal 1 cn h 
hardt, has taken over the direction For Summer Theatre Jobs | Buckler, Fairfax Burgher, William | ..4¢tor has been propositioned for a Philadelphia. July 6 it 
of ‘Power’ the Living Newspaper santo |Packer, Arlene Peebles, Richard | {!m in September, but doesn’t like D: hoa eign sl 
play, which the FTP will present at. Julie Haydon, in from the Coast} Sisson, Hal James, ‘Twelith Night,’ | the time element in the offer. Wants | ates for Hedgerow theatre Arse d 
the Alcazar theatre here. starting this week, has been set for two sum-| Mohawk Drama Festival, Schenec- | to do a legit show this season, but annual Shaw Festival in their Rose 0 
August 12, This is the play that it mer stock dates. Doing the tryout | tady, N. Y. . p : feels if he goes to the Coast in Sep-| Valley have just been officially att T 
was said would never be presented,|°f ‘Accidental Family,’ at Dennis, ocemene PR sen ne Fe tember he won't be able to get back | Nounced. Festival will start this year 
san Whine Bt Welle end Sem Mass., the week of August 2, and sewers asino eatre, ewport, 'east until around early November, | with ‘Arms and the Man.” oldest of 
Mc of the pent pleats Setaied pono ‘The Queen Was in the Parlor.’ at etbhes Torey. — — _ when a number of the legit produc- | the Shaw plays in their repertory, 
the WPA payroll several weeks ago. | Cohasset, Mass., the week of August} ‘The Secret Heart,’ Newport Casino tions would be cast. Chance, of | 0" Monday, July 19. There will then d 
Heiman. who arrived here last week. 23. Film actress is also after a legit; Theatre, Newport, R, I. course, that he'll do ‘Busman’s | be four full weeks—six evening per- S) 
eras lnaned to the San. Francisco show in the fall. Walter Williams, ‘Many Mansions,’ | Honeymoon’ on Broadway if it clicks formances a week—of the Irish play- a 
project by New York. Heiman im- Phyllis Welch has been booked to| Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, | in tryout. ' wright’s works. v 
diately t * hold of thin q do the Miriam Hopkins part in| Mass. suartnecetinininasienngpoenicingt New addition will be ‘Too True to 0 
mediately took hold of things and) .. oi strata’ re Al Trahan, Lady Yukona Cameron 2G , 5 a lie ee thee 1980 v 
‘p hedul ysistrata’ at Mt. Kisco, N. Y., and wna Be Good,’ which bows in as the 
ower will open as_ schedule. | Wastnert. oh th aks of Jaiy' (Mrs. Trahan), Hotel St. Regis roof, ‘Br h ’ . Hed c ducti July 26 Vv 
Watts was rehearsing the play when 4 wis, 4 ‘on wey ms ee . fail | N. Y. rother Rat’ Vacations - oy" production, on Jt 
ras piv his notice. 9 and 26, respectively. er fa Warren and Bodee. Cocoanut and wi 9e given six performanc 
- <7 rer premnioi | plans are still indefinite, depending | Grove, Hotel Park Central. N. Y., Arranged for B’way Cast in all. ‘Arms and the Man,” ‘Can- ; 
rs | partly on whether ‘High Tor’ goes on| with Jerry Blaine orch. age | George Abbott is continuing his dida.’ ‘Saint Joan,’ “The Devil's Dis- ; 
Donald Cook Playing tour. If it does, she may resume | i sean Esaedha Eddie O’Brien, | policy of staggered vacations for his ciple,” ‘Heartbreak House, ‘Getting 
° |her part in that, ‘Busman’s Honeymoon,’ Mt. Kisco, | players . - - in| Married,’ ‘You Never Can Tell, ‘Mis- 
Five Strawhat Roles Pe |N. ¥., and Westport, Conn. | player: this summer, but only in | son _ Syd , 
: | ‘Harry Ellerbe, Susan Fox. Phyllis | Prother Rat.’ not in ‘Room Service. alliance,’ and a double bill of ; t 
a oe “<4 i coemaes Corvent Road Shows | Langner, Allan Hewitt, Charles Din- | *'a"k Albertson and Jose Ferrer are Se on Se: See ane peas : 
the Guild’s ‘Ghost of Yankee vodle,’ | 'gle, Leslie Gorall, Jules Schmidt, | already replaced in ‘Rat’ at the Bilt- | Lady of the Sonnets,’ will be given : 
with Ethel Barrymore, in the fall, | Lucia Robinson, Betty Lee, “Petti-| more, N. Y., with the other prin- | twice each. . 
has been engaged for a series of | (Week of July 5) | coat Fever,” Westchester Playhouse, | cipals set for enforced layoffs. ——__—_—_—_——— ; 
strawhat stints over the summer. : ‘Amphitryon 38," (Lunt and f= beg N. a } Country Play-| Mary Mason is expected to leave | ° h ] 
on te ae a ha ba Fontanne), Biltmore, Los Ange- | ee See | = ion tetenen| for her country place at Westport, Rehearsing at Churc 
ach, . a is weeK. n 1e es. = Ss og .. No ted AP ; ; # 
High Road,’ at Madison, Conn., week | ‘Broth mee? Cees “ | Mary Arbenz, John Seager. Arthur | Conn., July 17, POERAIENE out until Jules J. Leventhal is now rehears- ; 
of July 19: ‘Pride and Prejudice, at} Fra other Kat,” Geary, San | Gould-Porter, Melbourne Ford, Mat-| S¢Ptember. Kathleen Fitz will prob- | ing his road company of ‘Boy Meets 
Ss y N.Y »~ of Renee 1 oe jthew Smith, Clifford Brooke, ‘The | ably visit her home on the Coast.} Girl’ in the bell tower of the Union 
‘ uffern, N. Y., wer “ as hn, You Can't Take It With You,” | Amazing Dr. litterhouse,’ Rice | Others’ plans not set. Methodist Church, N. Y., where he ( 
worngr serccabong eg ager Harris, Chicago. eo Martha’s Vineyard, Mass.| While it’s understood the cast of just finished readying a tourins 
week of August 16, and ‘Dearly Be- (NEW PLAYS S WEE argaret Anglin, Tamar: be vag ar sali Mieaneell® B teen - ion , 
loved” fecom’ at Ogunquit, Me., | wee Rae of ing Reergy pr | wel e oS gg a, Ri} ‘Room Sé rvice’ will not get ‘must’! troupe of ‘Dead End 
' reek of August 30 ei cr waa @ mrad ‘a a vir —- Yost, Martha Seott H. Dudley H: aera! | layoffs, Eddie Aibert may take ay Producer also operates houses ia i 
" ss Bob Kenned of Lyons & Lyons : ‘Calling An ‘Men? Cane es lley, Edward Fielding, Otto Hulett,| mth or more off to do a pic, if a) Brighton Beach, Asbury Park, New- 
office maine’ ars " } house me re ~r ati ape Play- | Ered Sears, ‘Marriasz Royal,’ Cape | deal with Columbia jells. sites Atlantic City and other eastera 
e, . ' se, Vennis, Mass. - Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. is sel at present towns. 
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Inside Stuff—Lesit 





Charles G. Stewart, general manager of Laurence Rivers, Inc. (Stebbins) 
attractions, and Barney Klawans, in charge of Warners’ legit department, 
have the same tailar, and thereby hangs the tale of a cutaway coat, not 
copyrighted by Ned Alvord. Stewart ordered the cutaway years ago, at 
the time ‘The Green Pastures,’ in which he had a piece, was goin& strong, 
but feared he might have to answer some embarrassing questions if the 
thing was sent home. It has been hanging in the clothes shop ever since, 
but Klawans had the privilege of using the coat for special occasions. 

Sometime ago the Warners man thought of wearing it to a funeral, but 


discovered he had no top hat and scrapped the idea. 


Last week Klawans 


went to the tailor’s, planning the cutaway adornment for a wedding, but 
found he had grown too heavy around the girth. Same goes for Stewart, 
who claims he paid the tailor off long ago. 


Not generally understood over here that ‘Lovers Meeting,’ put on in 


London by Theron Bamberger, was a 
Embassy for two weeks, but played a 


booked into the 
which resulted in a 


It was 
week, 


try-out. 
third 


West End offer for the fall. Bamberger prefers putting the play on Broad- 


way, however. 


Embassy is one of a number of try-out spots at varying distances from 


Piccadilly Circus. 
about $25 weekly. 


In such theatres salaries are small, average pay being 





Vacations which had been promised by Max Gordon for the six prin- 


cipals in ‘The Women,’ at the Ethel 


Barrymore theatre, N. Y., were can- 


celled by the producer just before he sailed for Europe recently. 

Original plan, which called for actresses cast for the road company to | 
replace original players in the Broadway company in single relays, was too 
complicated, according to Gordon. Said extra rehearsals and possibility of 
rough performances made vacations for the six inadvisable. 


Yiddish Art Theatre will be quartered in the former Jolson theatre, 


59th and Seventh avenue, N. Y., next season. 


House used several labels 


and during last season was mostly known as the Venice, with a policy of 


Italian shows. 
Yiddish theatre group has already 
bookings. 


WPA also used the spot. 


advertised, offering benefit and party 


18. Maurice Schwartz is again heading the venture. 








sideration toward elderly and ex- 
perienced show folks now depending 
on the government for subsistence. 
Gilmore expressed fear that youth- 
ful talent, non-pros., and novices 
would be retained while vets would 
get the gate. Officials said every 
case will be studied thoroughly be- 
fore any blue-penciling occurs. 
Compleie abandonment of the the- 
atre venture has been reported pos- 
sible, but pressure generated through 
political channels apparently has 
stalled any such order. Plenty of 
kicks against curtailment have been 
registered by Congressmen and back- 
home party chiefs, to the extent that 
the program seems certain of con- 
tinuance. Pruning is_ inevitable, 
however, with 
hands due for dumping. 


Chicago Skeds March 
Chicago, July 6. 
With the 30% 
Theatre Project ranks due next 
week, the droppees are readying for 


a ‘march on Washington,’ taking in | 


the let-outs not only of the Chicago 
project, but of all other FTP units 


| throughout the country. 


First attraction will be ‘Brothers Ashkenazi,’ due to open Sept. | 


With salaries cut and operating expenses at a minimum, ‘Excursion’ is | 
trying to get through the summer at the Vanderbilt, N. Y. That apparently | 
kayoes the chance of the play being done this summer at Ann Arbor by 


the Michigan Repertory Players. Unless they can get Whitford Kane for lien 


the lead, understood Players won't attempt the show. Actor figures ‘Excur- 


sion’ to Jast into fall. 


Carly Wharton, who is slated to make her debut as a manager with a 
drama called ‘Violence’ by Dore Schary, is the wife of John Wharton, an 


attorney. 
ber of Selznick-International’s legal 


Mrs. Wharton was in the Delos Chappell office. 





French critics in Hollywood 


who had 


Latter’s clients include several managers and he is also a mem- | Surprisingly 


staff. 
Play is due in October. 


seen and heard Giraudoux’s 


French original of ‘Amphitryon 38 were surprised at the beautiful job of 


adaption by S. N. Behrman for the 
went to San Francisco to catch the 
bounce for a second time here. 


Lunts. Many of Hollywood's critics 
opening and caught the play on the 





B’way’s $14,000,000 in °36-’37 





(Continued from page 53) 





"Tovarich,? the latter's net profit 
was undoubtedly much greater. 

Of the playwrights, Maxwell An- 
derson probably rated more income 
than his closest rival, George S. 
Kaufman. Because of split royal- 
ties and other complications, its 
hard to estimate playwright incomes, 
but Anderson's plays, including 
‘Winterset’ (on its brief return en- 
gagement at the beginning of the 
season), ‘High Tor,’ ‘Wingless Victory 
and ‘Masque of Kings’ drew in the 
neighborhood of $700,000. Kauf- 
man’s collaborations, “You Can't 
Take It With You’ and ‘Stage Door, 
pulled in an estimated $721,100. Fig- 
ure doesn’t include any film rights 
to plays. Grosses rung up by Kauf- 
man’s ‘First Lady’ on tour are also 
not included. 

If the season proved anything 
particular, it was that there is prob- 
ably no such thing as a ‘theatre of 
hits.’ If any theatre cops big grosses 
it's because it happens to get hit 


shows. House won't make the show, 
despite any traditional good-luck 
omens; shows make the house. 


That’s demonstrated time after time. 
Winter Garden’s $1,111,000 
Winter Garden grossed $1,111,000 
during the season, but because two 
smashes played the house, ‘Follies 
and ‘Show Is On.’ Music Box, al- 
ways rated as a ‘lucky’ house, did 


okay with ‘Stage Door,’ but flopped | 


with ‘Young Madame Conti’ and 
was dark the rest of the season. 


Plymouth played 33 weeks of 


‘Tovarich to $653,500 gross; Empire | 
estimated | 


had 29 weeks for total 1 
take of 438,700 with ‘Spring Dance 
(a flop), the McClintic ‘Hamlet’ and 
the Cornell plays. Imperial also 
bore out the fact that no theatre is 
‘lucky.’ It laid an egg with ‘Orchids 
Preferred’ after clicking with ‘On 
Your Toes,’ ‘Frederike’ and getting 
by with Howard's ‘Hamlet.’ 
Beck did okay with three shows, 
‘Winterset,’ the D’'Oyly Carte troupe 
and ‘High Tor.’ 

In the matter of whether moving a 
Show is likely to kill it at the box- 
Office, the season proved nothing 
Particularly one way or the other. 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ and ‘Three Men on 
a Horse’ closed long runs soon after 
being moved from the Cort and 
Playhouse, respectively. but that was 

figured due anyway. Number of 


Martin | 


other shows, including the McClintic 

! ‘Hamlet,’ the Cornell plays, ‘On Your 
' Toes’ and ‘Swing Your Lady’ seemed 
| to be affected not at all by change of 
theatres. 


| FTP Dismissals 


(Continued from page 53) 











‘for players in the N. Y. project who 
have been getting around $24 weekly. 
| That cost is so figured because of 
| the admission receipts but probably 
does not consider the expense items 
such as rent, not paid out of ad- 
| missions takings. However, because 
ithe theatre project is the only 
‘branch of the WPA that brings in 
money, is an argument that it be 
|'made preferential in the reduction 





|play at 


FTP workers held a war council 
here last week and denounced the 
30% slice. It means the lay-off of 


around 240 members of a FTP unit} 
| that 


approximately 820 in 


numbers 


these parts. 


‘YOU CAN'T TAKE IT,’ 


LOOP SOLO, $13,000 


Chicago, July 6. 
Still the single “You Can’t Take It 
With You’ in the loop, and not hav- 
any trouble making the grade. 
Extra matinee on Monday (6) added 
some extra sheckels to the profitable 
run, now in its 22d week, and the 
end still far off. Nothing else ex- 

pected for the loop for a month. 
Both the WPA’s shows picking up 
‘O, Say. Can You 
musical, getting a good 
Great Northern, and 


Sing?’ the 


the 


|‘Lonely Man’ an even better one at 
Blackstone. 


ris 


Estimate for Last Week 
‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ Har- 
(1,000; $2.75) (22d week). All 
alone, and getting a_ great play. 


| Around $13,000 last week, and plenty 


| 


profitable. 
WPA 
‘Lonely Man,’ Blackstone. 
‘O, Say, Can You Sing,’ 
Northern. 


Flitch Gets $8,500 


Denver, July 6. 
With no sellouts for the week, but 


Great 


| with steady business, and in spite of 
|the week-end beginning a_holiday, 


| ‘Love from a Stranger.’ 


} 


the gross at the Elitch Garden thea- 
tre was up over the former week and 
ran around $8.500. Attraction was 
Popularity 
of the cast determining factor in the 
week's gross. 

‘Both Your Houses’ on currently 


/and starting strong. 


| 








Ilka Chase Recovers 
Iika Chase has returned to her 


| duties in ‘The Women,’ at the Ethel 


‘forced by the lower works relief | 


appropriations. 

When the union heads gathered 
last week principal question was 
| whether by striking that would or 
would not be effective method of 
‘gaining the desired results. De- 
|eision not to go out came on the 
heels of word from Washington that 
' strikers would not receive pay. Pos- 
sibility that such agitation might 
lead to a larger reduction was also 
a factor. Over the week-end there 
was no further strike talk. 





Washington Unreceptive 
Washington, July 6. 


Delegation of labor leaders repre- 
senting theatrical groups interested 





| Theatrical 
|named is supposed to have 10 pro- 


Barrymore, N. Y., after missing four 
performances due to an injured eye. 
Understudy subbed for her, 

Betty Lawford, of the same show, 
was also iJl Jast week, but continued 
playing. Actress contracted arsenic 
poison from eating fruit not properly 
washed. Also had a cold. 





Dempsey’s 


(Continued from page 5) 








Audio (at Biograph), West Coast 
Service studios, which is reported 
to be using a number of Equity 
folks; Caravel Films, Castle Films, 
and Eastern Association of Non- 
Film Producers. Last 





| early in the fall. 
about 3,000 hired | land, deal being okayed by cable- 
| gram. 


Bway Lesits Show 


—_s 


Welcome Strength: 


Okay Holiday Trade Upping the B. 0's 





Hassard Short to Stage 


Frank Crumit Musical 





Hassard Short will stage 
Lady,’ which will be Frank Crumit’s | 
debut production as a manager, 
Director is in Eng- 


‘Great | 


Score for ‘Lady’ com- 


was 


| posed by Fritz Loewe, with the book 
| by Edward Crooker. 


slash in Federal 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Same writing team’s ‘Salute to 
Spring’ will be presented by the St 
Louis Municipal Opera company 
next week. 


‘WIKADO’INSTL.: 
LOUIE’ SOCK 
$38 00 


St. Louis, July 6. 


| Service’ and ‘The Women.’ 


Some shows on the summer list 
lost pace last week, but it was far 
rom the ‘worst’ period leading up 
to the Fourth of July. Three or 
four attractions upped their grosses 


| With the aid of excellent attendance 


during the first three days. 


Nine of the 11 survivors played 
Monday (4) afiernoon but only three 
,Of that group will give the usual 
midweek matinees, which will be 
five in number, Excellent business 
on the holiday came as a irprise. 
Sunshine oa Sunday made for a de- 
serted Broadway and the beaches 
were jammed by visitors as well as 
New Yorkers who did not flee the 
city Monday, however, was over- 
cast with rain sprinkles, weather be- 
ing a real break for the legi‘s and 
other Broadway attractions. Vaude- 


filmers, which held down to four 
shows on the Sabbath and had the 
same schedule Monday. plaved an 


Night trade was 
at the end of a 


extra performance. 
off. which is usual 
holiday. 

Top money trio of straight shows: 
‘You Can't Take It With You.’ ‘Room 
Runner- 


un trio: ‘Having Wonderful Time.’ 
‘Tovarich’ and ‘Yes My Darling 
Daughter,’ with the others varying 
downward. Added are the two 
| musicals with “The Show Is On’ 
easily topping ‘Babes in’ Arms.’ 
| which, however, is making some 
|} money right along. 

The country showshon season js 
now in full stride. There are 46 


Gilbert and Sullivan's perennial 
‘The Mikado’ opened as the fifth at- 


; traction of current outdoor operetta 


| season last night (Monday) before a 
! . 
|} populous audience that swelled the 


take to an approximate $3,600 

It’s the third ‘Mikado’ production | 
to be staged in the Forest Park al 
fresco bowl, predecessors having 


| been launched in 1920 and 1927. This 


| latest production is 


nicely set up! 
and possessed of lavish oriental scts. | 

While bantam in size compared to ! 
other KoKo’s who have previously | 


| appeared here, Ralph Riggs, making | 











the FTP auspices last Thursday (1). 


|for this one. 


| ducing units and is a member of the | 


in the Federal Theatre Project went | 


away empty-handed Friday (2) after | 


trying to get pledges from WPA 
heads that curtailment of relief ven- 
tures will not affect professional 
drama people. 

While they were received 
pathetically, spokesmen for 
musicians, stagehands, dancers, etc.. 
led by Frank Gillmore. Equity presi- 
dent, were unable to pin down David 
Niles and Mrs. Ellen 
assistant administrators. They were 
informed that reduction of appro- 
priations make cuts in personnel in- 


sym- 


actors, 


evitable, and that the theatre pro- 
“ram must take a pruning along 
with all other WPA activities. 

The principal point made by the 
delegation was for a special con- 


Woodward, ' 


National Association of Non-Theatri- 
cal Film Producers. 

Because of the small amount of 
theatrical activity at the present, 
most members of SAG at first are 
expected to come from industrial 
pictures being made at New York 
studios. Only concentrated opposi- 
tion is expected because of natural 
resistance upon the angle that it is 
new, though technical studio men 
have been unionized for some time. 

Wage scale does not differ ma- 
terially from mmimum now paid on 
industrial or commercial films, ac- 
to union officials. 


cording to report 

The SAG a the same minimum 
coin for mob extras as prevailing 
now The main difference looming 
NON is lat on dre extras, wiih 
the SAG asking $16.50 minimum and 
current scale being $10. 


4 2ross of $38,000. 


his St. Louis debut, easily snatches | 
top honors in the cast. Margaret 
Daum as Yum Yum, Detmar Poppen 
as Pooh-Bah, and Erika Zaranova as 
Pitti Sing took two encores each. 

The role of the Mikado was a 
natural for Joseph Macauley; Mary 
Hopple was a click in a subordinate 
part. Backing up nicely was the 
stout singing chorus. 

Last week at Forest Park 
‘Louie the 14th’ achieved fine and 
above-expectation biz. Closed out a 
seven-night run Sunday (4) with a 
‘Louie’ did a good 
job of bucking counter-attractions 
that were blooming all over town 
over the Fourth weekend. Al 
Trahan in the top spot was a strong 
local click. Final day (Sunday) of 
‘Louie’ caught the management un- 
prepared by the rush and big turn- 
aways, because July 4 here is tra- 
ditionally mild. 


‘AMPHITRYON’ $38,000 
IN SAN FRANCISCO: 


San Francisco, July 2. 
The Alfred Lunt-Lynn Fontanne 
production of Jean Giraudoux’s com- 
edy, ‘Amphitryon 38’ for the Theatre 
Guild at the Curran theatre did big 
business during its stay of 10 davs 


theatre 








but the engagement wasn’t sell- | 
out. San Francisco is very much 
like New York in that capacity is | 


unusual during the 
new play. The 
vleased with their 


first week of a 
Lunts were so 
reception here 


| that they may corne to San Fran- | 


cisco next year with a new play. 
‘Brother Rat’ is doing good busi- 
ness at the Geary theatre. but failed 
to build as expected. Hotel strike 
has hurt considerably. Enga¢cement 
will be a profitable one, nevertheless. 
‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ with some 
old-time stock players in the cast, | 
onened at the Alcazar theatre under | 


Expect fair returns on a short run 





Estimates for Last Week | 


‘Amphitryon 38, Curran (10 per- 
formances) (1,700: $3.30). No com- 
Dlaints at the $38,000 take. Biz fell 


below the house record esinblished 
by the Lunts in ‘Idiot's Delight.’ 
Public wanted to be sure comedy 
was definitely in the hit class before 
nlunking $3.30 on the line to see it. 
Audience response has been fine. 


‘Brother Rat,’ Geary (3d week) 


(1,700; $2.50). Hit $10,000 the first 

week and has maintained a steady 

‘ait ever since then. Two more 

weeks to go and then the company 
goes to Los Angeles. 
WPA 

‘Pursuit of Hapniness.”” Alcozar (4 


nerformances) (1,269: 50c.). Set for 


four weeks, expect to do fair biz 
with this one which has head the edge 
taken off it somewhat by the screen 
version with Francis Lederer and 
Joan Bennett. First four perform- 
snee showed a take in the neivhbor- 


hood of $2,000 


| throuvhout 11 
| necticut. 


| Jersey, Vermont, Delawares, 
| of Columbia and Virvinia. 


| week ) 
;about $1,000 


| $7.000: 
| chiefly. 


| (C-804-$3.30), 


listed strawhats operating this week. 
mostly playing revivals but including 
four try-outs. Hidewavs are snread 
states—11 in Moassa- 
chusetts, 10 in New York. 7 in Con- 
The others are in Mpine. 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island. New 
Dis‘rict 


No stheduled elosine and it js 
doubtful if the Broadwry list will 
decrease further. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Babes in Arms.’ Shubert (13th 


week) (M-1,382-$3.30). Musieal fea- 
tured by juveniles doing frirlv well 
with takin’s around $16,000 and 
turning weekly profit. 

‘Brother PF a‘*.’ Biltmore 
(C-991-$3.30). Eased 
but, with house and 

satisfactory 


around 
younger elemen 
y ger t 


(20th 
off 
show pooled, 
draws 


‘Excursion,’ Vanderbilt (14th week ) 
Moved up somewhat 
with new cooling system he Iping: 
comparatively mild, however: not 
far from $5.500 bettered even break. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(20th week) (CD-1,000-$3.30). Last 
week one of best in some time with 
takings quoted close to $10,000: im- 
provement mostly during early half. 


‘Room Service,’ Cort (8th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Let out another 
notch and went close to $f7.000 


mark; show geared up modestly and 
is cleaning up. 

‘The Show Is On,’ Winter Garden 
(28th week) (R-1,671-$3.30). With 
takings approximately $20.000 last 
week satisfactory pace and engaze- 
ment may go through summer. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (28th 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Still one of 
leaders and looks set well into fall 
period; eased off again but okay 
around $14,000. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (187th 
week) (D-1,017-$1.65). Draw seems 
inexhaustible; grosses moderate but 


| profitable; around $4,500: lowest 
scale among survivors. 
‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (38th weck) 


(CD-1.036-$3.30). Coupled with ‘Crn't 
Take It’ as only survivors on 45th 


| street; business rated around $9,000 


and okay for summer period. 

‘Yes, Mv Darling Daventer.” Play- 
house (22d week) (C-878-$3.30). 
Claimed some increase with run ex- 
pected to extend into fall period: 
quoted nearly $9,000. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Booth (30th week) (C-878-$%3.30), 
Standees present at all perform- 
ances, smash comedy being uniaue 
in that respect; over $15,000 every 
week. 

WPA 

‘Prof. Mamlock,’ Daly's. 

‘Power,’ Ritz. 

Paul Green Playlets, Adelphi. jast 


half. 
‘Case of Philip Lawrence,” Lafa- 
yette, Harlem. 





FTP Caravan Troupe’s 
Busy Month in N. Y. 


Caravan Theatre, of the WPA 
Federal Theatre Project. ploved to 
approximately 440,000 attendance in 
75 performances during the month 
of June. 

Playing in parks and playgrounds 


in the five boroughs of New York, 
the units gave six different wes 
Included was ‘Midsummer Night‘ 
Dream,’ ‘Iolanthe.’? “The Sh Of!’ 
‘by the Negro unit), “Tons of Mi ney 

‘It Can’t Happen Here’ and a voude 
troune. Performances are vives 
outdoors by traveling companies 


when weather aliows 























LEGITIMATE 


Wednesday, July 7, 
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Summer Theatres 


i 
i 56 
: en 


fashion, Guitry informs us, is 


written, 


q MARIETTE sae 


| history 








Stockbridge, Mass., June 39. Miles. responsible for the adapta- 
a Cs iy with music in two acts, and an tion, acquits himself creditably as 
Hi epilog (four scenes) by Sacha Guitry; mu-7 director. Settings have been de- 
I sic tes Oscar straus, English, adaniation | Signed with taste by Charles Holden. | 
I ' St wed by Mr. " Miles; settings Paul. 
Chirtes Holden: orchestra’ directed boy SE. 
bi ; Al rmider _ erie pace 7 
(ye slavirause, Stor mdge, MAaSsS., . eas, © 
; 4 A Baltet. Girth... . cece sevesvess Rhoda Pyin ALL’S FAIR 
' \ | nae J. Barney Kleinschmidt 
| \ Hand ....eees William Davis, srl Centerville, Mass., July 2. 
\r . Hand... Se ynedy by J. H. Morris in three acts 
be i 5 ~ . eee s, Hal C yoklin oe "1 5 ei ; a “an “ Bea 
; re oo Lewis Martin ~-dagecetag - . jantervitie Maas. 
te ie" ; sao Rb or 4 Ber ’ - ib » an “ _ = Stanley 
a} sve +ehenes . Mary Wickes ; ’ Miltes Parseut 
rentin | .Mariorie Stafford \ ~ . Charles Collins 
” ben : Robert Allen i $ ’ .William Lawson 
} " and | ' at Richard Machin Ml : ed . Dorothy Stone 
Clalhriel ; ..» Franklin Downing bacau ce) Wier ...Terrvy Fay 
rhiile >The ocacens : ( vt Liat 1 Pembrook . eee lane Barnes 
Vas Z : ores Ja whee Sam kh * on eeG e M vyn Vye 
Ms cae ea hiaee .- Helen Ford ~~ saan ear ge ~ hal ele aa te irieeeas 
oe a ile teal nat Saf °° Sitaasice Hunt | ™ maitlaon George Cleveland 
| Db: Versigny J. Barney Kleinschavidt ; . : nts 
mn © Hevorine ae . = Wi Perfectly suited to strawhats, ‘AIl’s 
a Lege sr gpa ee ene Poe tone ‘pert | Fair,’ as premiered here, falls short | 
i| Colette Gilbert a tomas =! Rae ten of hit calibre. according to stand- | 
a Hencielte av Uhaumont ..2..-Richard Hate | ards of the winter circuit. It can be 
jit A Photographer .......+ce08 Peter Kinnett| regarded as a significant production, 
Hh —_—— however, because it enables both 
1 Strong possibility that Broadway | Dorothy Stone and Charles Collins | 
may have a look next autumn at to prove conclusively that they have 
. , dramatic possibilities worth of at-| 
this fragile operetta, which has been tention from any caster of comedies. 
knocking ‘about the capitals of Eu- With the hapless ‘Sea Legs’ musi- 
i rope for nearly a decade. ; cal ie 3 o mind, and using it ty 
hh aes rT; as standard of comparison, one woulc 
+ Present biesksees, adapted by .Wil- say that this couple shows to far! 
it liam Miles, with lyrics by Arthur’ potter advantage in light dramatics. | 
j Guiterman, adheres faithfully to! Over-mugging, often a handicap for 
Sacha Guitry’s original French | musical comedy players making the 
: , transition, is entirely absent here. 
script — perhaps too faithfully. Miss Stone is even more attractive 
4 For American’ success, ‘Mariette’! jn an intimate summer theatre than 
i would seem to require a general on an engulfiing big time stage; and 
ir tightening and building up, It could a agate suggests film pos- 
> i Ss. 
! do with more comedy, more drama, And there are fair prospects for 
4 and more music—including the hit the play in screendom. Even with 
iB number which Oscar Straus’ score sonny gr it runs —— two 
Deane; re _| hours; and the situation of a young, | 
é keeps promising but never quite de |}impetuous blade proposing * a | 
i livers. As it stands, show is 4) strange girl in a cafe after two min- | 
pastel study of a royal romance, and utes’ conversation, then within a 
needs an audience steeped in French | week balking her marriage to an 
i! hisiory, along with a pair of leading | aristocratic fiance, would give an 
i performers like Guitry himself and | imaginative film producer much lati- 
a Yvonne Printemps, to give it im-| tude in laying out the by-ways of the 
ai portance. | simple tale. 
: On ine basis of Richard Hale's Already set with a commendable, 
et: portrayal of the character, one may | brief first act, an amusing, climatic 
; wonder why Louis Napoleon was! second, and a short, snappy third 
i forced to relinquish his mistress, Ma-| stanza with a cute twist. ‘Fair’ 
riette. upon ascending the French; would benefit by the sprinkling 
throne. Kings and emperors have, throughout of more bright lines. The 
always intrigued with women of | author need not go-shopping for such 
common blood. and if Louis Napo-: bright dialog: he has enough now 
leon really loved her, why shouldn’t ; in the piece to lift it well above the 
he carry her along with him to the | usual strawhat standard. A dozen 
; ia heights? No reason is offered in the or more added smart sayings in the 
aa script. However, when Guitry; mouths of his modern young peo- 
played the part, one got the impres- | ple might land the piece right in the 
sion that he considered his relation- | major league. 
LP ship with the former opera singer} Role of Regy Dillingham, juve- | 
merely a casual adventure and ter- lead, is made to order for Collins 


minated it because he wanted to. | 


who makes him a dashing character, 


Hale presents a Louis Napoleon who, capable of chasing his quarry into 


i is—or appears to be—passionately | her boudoir, via the trellis route. 
i in love. and thus the renunciation, This bedroom scene provides most 
aa. lacks motive. Aside from this, his of the play’s action. Miss Stone as 
an acting convinces, | the girl who changes her marriage 


Helen Ford, in the title role, faces 
a difficult assignment—difficult be- 
cause Mariette begins as an almost 


honors. Slipping into the 























intentions, also comes through with 
role 
naturally, she discards all musical 


| riage. combines the gush usually as- 
| sociated with Mary Boland and Bil- 
|lie Burke, but in all her swishings 
| never lands solidly. William Law- 
, okay for romantic roles, doesn’t 


| jell as the sentimental father of the | 


|chased girl. Terry Fay tangles in 


| the superfluous part of the younger | 


sister. Fox, 


Direction okay. 


CALLING ALL MEN 


Dennis, Mass., July 6. 


An intimate musical comedy in two acts 


and prolog (29) scenes), Featuring Cath- 
rrine Doucet, Imogene Coca. Presented 
| by Raymond Moore. Staged by Leonard 
} Sillman., Book, Albert Carroll, leonard 
|} Sillman, Robert Garland; music and lyrics, 
Baldwin Hergerson, Irving Graham, Jure 
Sillman settings Mercedes KHugene 
I sch At Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass 
July 3 $7 
Victor . ccccccocce strichard Carlson 
Aun be Pe ceoeseceseees Catharine Doucet 
Paulo a ee ee ee Chet O' Brien 
ROU. 65 40s se we sekeaweens Mort O'Brien 
mono Bottomley .cccocecscee Bowen C. Tutts 
gg ee ee eee ee ..Don Shelton 
| Jack Armstrong Austin Marshall 
Chauncey Belmont . Stuart Ross 
Preston Palmer Fx abody....Roger Stearns 
Billy Hammond....ccceces eee Kirk Alyn 
Vera Vane, eee rer Nancy Wetherell 
Willa Mav Woleott......c.e.- Helen Mestelle 
REAP CEM. BER UMMNOIG. 6 wcisacsscene’ Grace Linn 
Benterce FATWOMs ak. 6 cickscvocws Irene Moore 
{ Lorraine Lodge.....cees. Jeanne Bergersen 
Geraldine Guiden....cceees: Sylvia Framson 
ap) 8 Serer ee Imogene Coca 
OS ae ee Jody S. Gilbert 
Gloria Van Astor.... »-..June Sillman 
| Billie... rrerrr Terre Billie Haywood 
rh i0 665540 hu cen RReaee eed eee Cliff Allen 
LL! LEER LOTT LETT Tr rere Leighton Best 
Se eee See ee ore ero: Robert Burton 
,.. 2 ee ee er ere ccccactemy Clarks 
PE va conewcéantdescaéeacer .Frances Dewey 
Amelia Mlunkett...... es F Mildred Todd 
Mrs. Morehouse oseeeee- Helen Carrington 
Mat i. PON 55 544066000808 Albert Carroll 
a PRP rr rere , Clidét Allen 
MORE 043s stadsadhstessiacks Eleanor Bunker 
PEE ss icw sg 6 od 5 2046 6 bw Doris Singleton 
PEMA <x «8a lessakes beednes Leighton Best 
Sly. Se satan 660ed bce eee tc Oscar Stirling 
Sar, Veen ee cake oucdaceecas Donald Black 





In ‘Calling All Men,’ the new mu- 
sical comedy, it looks as if Leonard 
Sillman has the making of a possible 
success when tightened and cut 
down. One of its needs is more mar- 
| quee names like Imogene Coca, star 
| of the tryout. 

Plot is built around the wide lat- 
itude supplied by an escort bureau, 
offering a number of tricky situa- 
tions and sex-lore in amusing style. 
| Smartest tunes on first hearing are 
| ‘Little Things About You’ and ‘Let 
Your Hair Down.’ In the matter of 
| lyrics the best bets seem to be ‘Six- 
| ty-Second Romance’ and ‘Speak for 
| Yourself, John,’ both solidly sold by 
|dusky Billie Haywood. with her 
partner, Cliff Allen, at the piano. 
| Both songs are show stoppers. An- 
|}other highlight is ‘So You Want to 
|Go Into the Theatre, Baby,’ sung by 
; Catharine Doucet. 
| Miss Coca has one big inning in 
| which to strut her stuff in the first 


jact with ‘I Must Waltz,’ cleverly 
| danced with the boys. And she 
| scores easily twice in the second 


| Stanza of the show with ‘Lombardy 
Hunting Breakfast,’ a sock solo num- 
| ber, and later in a pseudo strip tease 
that whammed. 

| June Sillman has written a fine set 
,of lyrics for the show and she ca- 
| pably plugs a couple. Chet and Mort 
| O’Brien handle the hoofing assign- 
| ments admirably, considering that 
there was a six-piece non-swing band 
for the tryout. Albert Carroll, as 
Marcel Mousse, a swishy coutourier, 
‘clicks. 

| ‘Calling All Men’ has more to rec- 
|}Ommend it than some musicals that 
/have landed on Broadway. 


But it 
p embarrassingly kittenish girl and,|comedy manners to delineate a | would hardly last long in its present 
ends as a sharp old lady. When. personality that rings true. | form. Fox, 
/ performance was caught for review; Eric Kalkhurst, as the stodg — 
she was suffering from a cold and. young blue-blood with ancestral tra- 
ti did not make the most of her vocal ditions, is very satisfactory; and he | Retreat from Folly 
opportunities, but her playing had_ is convincing in the last act when he , 
piquancy. | shows a softer side of his = shee he , Mount Kisco, N. Y.. June 29. 
Hale reappears in the epilog as a personality. In a bit part (a girl| Gout ana Wilecn Rowe. Quy onnedy 
' modern newspaper reporter ques-|triend of Dillingham) Jane Barnes, | Tuttle. setting, John Koenig. execured be 
BE tioning the aged Mariette about her | and Metro contract player, here for | William Girvan At Westchester play- 
44 intimacy with the dead ruler, and the summer, shows much promise, | y's: yunt Kisco, N. ¥.. June 2s, "37. 
| again does praiseworthy work.| Schedule indicates much more im-} Fist, Lowell panes ts +ttocueee a 
fi Others who stand out in the large | portant assignments for her in future | Maurice Burke..............MeKay Morris 
i and capable cast are Hal Conklin, | productions, | Grant l-umaresque.......Stiano Sraggiotti 
if Marjorie Stafford, J. Barney Klein-| Murvin Vye, another bit player,| 0 )/"*”: patngeten ee ee 
schmidt, Robert Harris and Mary. makes the most of his drunk scene in| Conway...... Pata ty Seema 
ni Wickes. the cafe, and reels off amid plaudits, | James Halley........... coos Philip Tonge 
One of the sprightliest bits in the’ His goofy grin is perfect, but the on 
play, the opening scene, features a falsetto voice, obviously not his, |. In a speech between acts on open- 
burlesque of opera as it was sung. weakens the inebrious illusion. )ing night, Day Tuttle, co-manager of 
in 1848, and still is. A gently satiri-| One of those juicy butler parts the Westchester. playhouse, credited 
cal payoff at the final curtain re-| goes to Milton Parsons who plays it | Margaret Anglin not only with 
i veals Mariette. now 100, telling the handsomely, first as sympathetic, ad- | orice the star burden of this 
: 1 reporter all about the night of De-! visory waiter in the cafe and later as ponds Se iy ee Say ther- 
i cember 1, 1851, the eve of the coup Dillinham’s resourceful gentleman’s | of the diseetere mae - pn td mace 
i d'stat which put her lover on the | gentleman. Parsons blends into the) net result al yg Non _— =e 
Y throne and which marked the last!| picture with nicety, emerging one of praiseworthy if Miss Ancli oo 
time she ever saw him. Her account the three topnotchers of the evening. | been content to do less ae 
is half truth, half fancy, with the| Georgine Cleveland, as the fluffy! Certain, her acting—in the debut 
latter element predominating. In! mother promoting a brilliant mar- performance, at least seems 
aS Cumecngien strained and overwrought; the script 
= still ae, and _ direction lacks 
° polish. ere are lapses of memory 
nok on the part of Miss y roe and Mc- 
. yory M I L L c R Kay Morris, and the whole show looks 
N "is NT! ° as though it were in the latter stages 
eve of a eed : few nee _~ 
Z entations ‘Retrea rom Folly’ wi 
\ ae et emi-Gunual Sale probably become better integrated, 
, , ram any gyn F cen Fay it must be in 
: ; the main unfavorable. 
Spring and Summer Styles! Complete Selections! Best Values Ever! Play is the work of Amy Kennedy 
85 Rs an tc ye ym OD sar yg and 
: served as vehicle for Marie Tempest. 
| mr BS as ad oS ¢p* earlier this year in London. The 
> leading role is one of those typical 
e reg. 6.95 Tempest women: a capricious crea- 
and 7.95 Ingenue reg. 1. Miller Beauti- 1. Miller Beautiful ture of middle age, charming, appar- 
' ; maeenanes 8.95 and 9.75 ful 12.75 and up ond Deluxe reg. a wer vere but actually gifted 
modycamvecde Atl ee ‘ith goo nmon sense. 
I 7 MULE oy ify Him 13.78 end 15.75 In this case the lady’s name is 
camel @ Flora Lowell. She is English. but 
“Pademsiselle choes not on sale at 562 Fitth Ave. has married an American millionaire 
following a divorce from her siid 
se 49 W. 34th ST. 450 FIFTH AVE. 562 FIFTH AVE. 1552 BROADWAY British husband, Maurice Bre. 
ig | Now, some twenty _odd years later. 











| Flora is back in London 


again, a- 


widow. Maurice comes to her for 
advice about their runaway children, 
Derek and Elsa, whom she has not 
even seen since the divorce and who 
are. it appears, raising merry hell. 
Without revealing her relationship 
to them, Flora contrives to meet the 
youngsters. Derek likes her imme- 
diately; Elsa, in love with an older 
man who proves to be a dear friend 


|of Flora’s, hates her with a jealous 
| fury. 


| Cacamatzin, 


| Pedro de Alvarado 


Eventually Flora sets Derek 
straight and saves him from a prison 
term for dealing in stolen cars. The 
truth comes out that she is their 
mother, and both Derek and Elsa 
realize what a grand person she is. 
Story ends with a family reunion 
and a promise that Flora and Mau- 
rice will remarry. 

Plot idea is trite 
though some of the situations do 
grip the interest, and the dialog can 
lay claim to amusing moments. 

Miss Anglin has a good grasp of 
her role in essence and should be 
satisfying when under 
tension. Morris, too, will make the 
most of Maurice’s part after another 
performance or so. Kendall Clark 
is pleasant and forthright as Derek, 
while Valerie Cossart makes up in 
looks and poise what she lacks in 
emotional power as Elsa. Stiano 
Braggiotti handles a suave middle- 
aged playboy characterization, and 
there is a neat bit by Edmonia Nol- 
ley, as an Irish maid. Philip Tonge 
and Dan Duryea contribute capabaly 
in smaller measure. 

Tuttle is listed on the program as 


director, and the serviceable hotel 
room setting is attributed to John 
Paul. 


Koenig and William Girvan. 


Out of Town 


MONTEZUMA 


Pasadena, June 28. 

\ dramatic fantasy in 10 scenes by Gere 
hart Hauptmann; transiated by Willa and 
Idwin Muir; directed by Onslow Stevens 
and Philip Van Dyke and 
Pasadena Community Playhouse 
"ST: $1.50 top. 
Montezuma. 


June 28, 


: ..Gilmor Brown 
Guatemotzin, his son..Herschel Daugherty 
Montezuma’s brother, 

Bruce Hayden 
lord 
Preston Meservey 


Qualpopoca, Aztec war 





and mechanical, | 


less nervous | 


presented at} 


Marina, Mexican princess......../ Ann Peek 
ay! ie Sg) Sr nar ea are Robert Hood 
CR os db 56 wee owe 6 6ackssan Onslow Stevens | 


TTT TTT tT. George Bessolo 


Las Casas.... . Berry 





Presented as the first of seven 
plays in the third annual Midsummer 
Ovama Festival of 


| proposes 


—_———....., 











Here and There 


(Continued from page 40) 
goes to the WMAQ transmitter with 
Courchene, formerly with KOY, to 
WENR. pe 











Tom Turner new vocalist with Don 
Albert orch, station crew at WHN 
N. Y, 


KRLC, Lewisten, Idaho, has sub- 
scribed to World Broadcasting pro- 
gram service. 

Jack Eigen is back broadcasting 
Broadway chatter over WHN, N. Y 
each Tuesday night. 


Lucille Manners will sing in 
Atlantic City, July 18, before the 
convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Business and Professional 
Women. 


Kraft Cheese will use one-minute 
announcements for its O-Ke-Doke 
product. Started on WMAQ, Chicago 
among others. 


Ben Mende, singing trombonist, 
replaced recessing Jack Riley, vocal- 
izer, at WELI, New Haven. 





Patricia Cook wound up ‘Life 
Sketches’ season at WICC, Bridge- 
port, and off to summer. 

Joyce Rogers, New Haven con- 
tralto, added to WICC roster. 





Joe Ripley, formerly announcing 
at WTIC, Hartford, until laid low 
by auto accident, recuped and now 


on spieling staff at WABC, New 
York. 
Charles Armstrong and Dorothy 


Weller of Connecticut WPA broad- 
casting division announced engage- 
ment. 





Eddie Byron, program producer, 
is writing the book for a musical 
show which Norman Bel Geddes 
to produce on Broadway 


| the coming season. 


Kroeger | 


the Pasadena | 


Community Playhouse, ‘Monte.uma’ 
| occurred recently. 


is excellent as historical pageantry, 
but falls far short of the mark as 


entertainment. This despite an ex- 
cellent cast, well trained, and a 
wealth of artistic costumes and set- 


tings. The whole script, done in 
verse by Gerhart Hauptmann and 
translated by Willa and Edwin 


' Muir, 


hews close to the historical 


line. The poetical presentation of 





David MacKay, formerly assistant 
general connsel for the RCA Manu- 
facturing Co., has become a partner 
of Milton Diamond. 
MacKay’s resignation 


from RCA 


Ed Harvey, program 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, on 


director of 
vacation in 


|New York and Bermuda. 


| the lines makes it hard for the audi- | 


| small 


ence to keep accurate track of all 


that is being said. 


General idea is that Cortez, with al 


band of Spanish warriors, 


| bamboozled the Aztecs into thinking 


he was a new Redeemer. This was 
possible because of the strange 
similarity between the Christian and 
Aztec religions. Montezuma, despite 


|the trgings of his counsellors to 
drive the invaders from Mexico, 


allowed himself to be trapped and 
imprisoned, with tragic death his in- 
evitable reward. 

Cortez is revealed as a_ very 
human sort of fellow who enjoyed 


| 


| 


Dick Leonard added to 
staff on KVOD, Denver. 

T. A. McClelland, chief engineer 
KLZ, Denver, is back on the job 
after a six-week siege of pneumonia. 

Eleanor Leffingwell is now the 
‘Breakfast Guest’ on the Campbelle- 
Sell Baking Co. program, KLZ, Den- 
ver. Replaces Les Weelans who has 
gone to KDYL, Salt Lake City. 





the news 





Tastyeast Jesters, with Pauline 
Alpert at piano, doing a theatre date 
July 16 at Michigan, Detroit. 
Agented by Henry Frankel. 


Lewis Allen Weiss laid up for sev- 


the fruits of his trickery. Abhorring | e'al days with blinkers. 


human sacrifice in religious rites, he 
finds that the best way to stop it 
was to slaughter those who practice 
it. With the robed standard bearers 
of his own religion always at his 
side, he does not hesitate to take 
unto his bedchamber Marina, a beau- 
tiful young Mexican princess who 
readily submits to his charms with 
out benefit of “matrimonial rites. 
This, incidentally, is the only touch 
of romance permitted to tincture an 
otherwise staid recital of historical 
fact. 

Gilmor Brown, as Montezuma, and 
Onslow Stevens, as Cortez, both give 


| 


| 


finished and convincing  perfor- 
mances. They dominate almost 
every one of the 10 scenes. In less 
capable hands’ the _ presentation 
would have been futile. The sup-} 
porting cast, without exception, 
shows the result of excellent train- 
ing. But. with it all, ‘Montezuma’ | 


is still dull as entertainment and its 
only excuse for being on the stage is 
that it fits into the Mexican motif 
of the Pasadena Community 
house’s third Annual 
Drama Festival, which 
of the great southwest. 


Armitage’s N.O. Job 


New Orleans, July 6. 
Armitage has been made 


Murf. 


Walter 


Jim and “arion Jordan (Fibber 
and Molly, 
before hitting the trail back to Chi- 
cago. 


Joe McElliott in from 
lense the Shakespeare 
Columbia. 


N. Y. to 
troupe for 


Jim Tierney moved his Texaco 
show into Hollywood for the sum- 
mer, turning over Wilshire-Ebell 
theatre to Harry Ommerle’s Chester- 
field gang. 


Leo Tyson turned workmen loose 


on two new studios for KMPC in 
Beverly Hills. 
Jacques Renard passing his 12th 


milestone in radio in mid-month. 








Play- | 
Midsummer | 
is the story , 


producing director of the New Or- | 


leans Federal Theatre unit, it was 
announced last Thursday (1) by 
Mrs. Leo G. Spofford, state director 
of the women’s and_ professional 
division of WPA. 


Armitage will leave for Atlanta at. 
an early date to produce an open- | 


air pageant 





Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Berkshire Hotel. New York 
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~ Philly Mayor's Concert Burn-Up 


——- 


Thought Divvy Inequitable, but Worried 
To Soon—Nothing to Split 





Philadelphia, July 6. 
Concert at which Ferde Grofe led 
Philly Ork at Convention Hall here 
a fortnight left Hizzoner the 
Mayor unable to talk. Mayor Wil- 
son found himself in such a rage at 


ago 


intermish that he feared to step to 
the mike to welcome the aud because 
of what he might say. 

What made Hizzoner hot was that 
proceeds from the concert, on which 
a number of radio stars guested, 
were to be divided between Philly 
orch men’s Robin Hood Dell Associ- 


‘ation and the Mayor’s Milk Fund, 


But when the Mayor got to figgering 


things out, he found 6,500 people in | 


the 16,000-seat hall. Of the 6,500 
about 6,000 tickets had been sold 
through Wilson's work and only 500 
through the men of the orch. 
Hizzoner, who had had city em- 
ployees and even cops selling paste- 
poards;*”vouldn’t quite get himself 
around to seeing an even divvy on 
that basis. He was fulminating 
plenty on the matter when inter- 
mish arrived and it was his turn to 


speak. He had to ask Sam Rosen- | 


baum, v. p. of Philly Ork Associa- 
tion, to pinch-hit, - 

Mayor could have well stowed his 
wrath, however, it turned out later— 


for there weren’t any proceeds to 


divvy. Whole affair just about broke | 
Radio guesties, whom, it was | 


even. 


announced all along, were doing it 


all for good old charity, got their 
fair share of the take. which cut 
the net to an even zero. 


Symph Season in 
Hollywood Bowl 
Starting July 13 








Hollywood, July 6. 
Summer season of symphonies un- 
der the stars in Hollywood Bowl, 


comprising 24 programs, begins July | 


13. Southern California Symphony 
Association has arranged three pro- 


grams weekly for eight weeks. Tues- | 


days are given over to conductors 
and symphonies; Thursdays, operas 


and ballets, and Fridays conductors | 


and soloists. 
Program follows: 


+ 





20th’s Roxy 


(Continued from page 7) 








after the first year to an arbitration 
board selected by the Federal Court. 

At a hearing Thursday (1) be- 
fore Judge Caffey when the pro- 


posed franchise was submitted, Har- 
old P., representing the 
only group of bondholders opposed 
to the franchise, claimed that under 
the arrangement 20th-Fox could set 


Seligson, 





operating expenses so _ that Roxy 
would not receive a_ substantial 
share of the income. 

| The franchise provides that the 


theatre is to pay a minimum of 
$2,500 to Fox for each feature and to 
split 50-50 of the gross receipts in 
excess of $32,500 a week, and 65‘: 
over the $40,000 weekly gross for the 
first year. 

Seligson claimed this arrangement 
unfair, and that before the Roxy can 
share in any profits the theatre 
must meet the weekly budget arbi- 
trarily set by 20th-Fox. In other 
words, he claimed, should the gross 


receipts reach $38,000 there was 


nothing to prevent 20th from fixing | 


the operating budget at that amount. 
thus depriving Roxy of its split on 
the income. 

He asked that a flat operating 
budget be set for the first year. 

This contention was disputed prac- 
tically by every other group repre- 
sented in the proceedings who voted 
confidence in 20th’s interrity. Among 
these was an attorney appearing on 
behalf of Howard S. Cullman, the 
present trustee of the theatre. who 
held the franchise in his opinion 
| was equitable and expressed confi- 
dence in the film corporation's ability 
to eventually bring Roxy out of the 
| red. 

The franchise also holds that 20th- 
Fox provide a minimum of 40 pic- 
tures a year to the theatre and that 

| the Roxy be licensed for all issues of 
Fox Movietone News on the payment 
| Of $200 a week. Roxy will also be 
| the exhibitor of all 42 two-reel and 

52 one-reel trailers produced by Fox 
| in addition to releases on cartoon 
| subjects. For this latter group the 
| theatre is to pay 20th $13,000 a year 
| rental in monthly installments start- 
| ing August 6. 

Roxy will be licensed on television 
| or any future developments in pic- 
| tures which may arise. 
| <A definite stipulation fn the fran- 
| chise is that 20th-Fox can terminate 
= agreement should the Roxy at 


any time during the contract become 
insolvent. 





| Calif. Labor 


(Continued from page 5) 








be heard de novo (as if it were a 
| new case).’ 

| Collier-Wallis versus Astor 
from 1930 and was based originally 


dates 


July 13, Viadimir Golschmann 
conducting. 

July 15, ‘Carmen,’ Pietro Cimini 
conductor. 

July 16, Golschmann, conductor, | 
with Rosir@ and Josef Lhevinne, | 
Pianists. | 

July 20, Erno Rapee. 

July 22, Ferde Grofe, conductor, 
‘Grand Canyon’ Ballet with Aida | 
Broadbent. 

July 23, Rapee with Jan Peerce, 
tenor. 


July 27, Hans Kindler. 

July 29, opera ‘Il Trovatore,’ Carlo 
Peroni, conductor. 

July 30, Howard Hanson, conduc- 
tor, Dalies Frantz, pianist. 

Aug. 3, Carlos Chavez. 


Aug. 5, Efrem Kurtz, conductor; 
Homer Simmons, pianist; Lester Hor- 
ton, ballet. 


Aug. 6, Chavez, conductor, 
John Charles Thomas. 
Aug. 10, Kindler, conductor. 


Aug. 12, ‘The Bartered Bride,’ 
Richard Lert conducting. 

Aug. 13, Andre Kostelanetz, with 
Lily Pons. 


Aug. 17, Fritz Reiner conducting. 
Aug. 19, Viscount Hidemaro Ko- 


with 


noye, conducting, Michio Ito ballet. | 


Aug. 20, Reiner conducting with 
Helen Gahagan. 


; Aug. 24, Otto Klemperer conduct- 
ing. 


Aug. 26, opera ‘Madame Butter- 
fly,” Peroni conducting. 
Aug. 27, Klemperer conducting, 


with Jascha Heifetz, violinist. 
Aug. 31, Klemperer conducting. 


Sept. 2, Kurtz conducting, Edith | 


nox, pianist: 
with Kosloff. 

Sept. 3, all-Wagner program with 
Klemperer conducting. 


-Petrouchka ballet 


/on a managerial contract signed be- 


| 
| 


| tween Miss Astor and the agency. 
| Contending that it obtained a con- 
| tract for Miss Astor’s services, dur- 
| ing the life of the managerial con- 
| Radi as the result of which RKO 
| 

| 


Radio Pictures paid the player $25,- | 


000, agency demanded $2,500 com- 
mission. 
ground that services were actually 
performed nearly a year after the 
managerial contract had expired. 
Labor Comish Comes First 

According to Attorney Ben White 

Einzig, who has foiowed the case 
closely, ‘in the future, before any 
action can be maintained by a plain- 

tiff, such plaintiff must first go be- 

fore the labor commissioner he 
will be unable to state a cause of 
| action before a court. Also, plain- 
tiffs must specify in their complaints 
| that they have gone before the labor 
commissioner and that they are now 
apealing from his decision.’ 

Claim was set up that the labor 
commissioner thereby would be en- 
croaching from the executive into 
the judicial branch but this the Su- 
preme court overruled, defining the 
| commisioner’s office as a fact-finding 
| body. 

Hollywodd legal lighis are eyeing 
| the decision with keen interest be- 
| cause of the fine law points involved, 
|and generally agree that iis eflects 
j will be revolutionary. 


or 


Player demurred on the | 





They Must Like Him 


Vienna, Jurme 22. 

Alfred Piceaver, pop Ameri- 
can tenor, will sign up for an- 
ether year of state opera. 

He has been with the opera 
for 25 years without interrup- 
tion now—not éven war 
interfere in his work. 


could 














SALZBURG BUG 
BITES IN UTAH 


Salt Lake City, July 6 

Sguire Coop, founder and musical 
director of the Salt Lake 
society, has hatched idea of 
town ‘Salzburg of West’ and has ob- 
tained the glad hand of the Mormon 
church and the chamber of com- 
merce. 

Oratorio 
Covered 


Oratorio 


will participate during 
Wagon Days celebration, 
July 21 to 24, inclusive. A chorus 
of 150 voices will chant Haydn’s 
‘Creation’ on July 21 in University 
of Utah stadium, site of 
cert, 


dawn con- 


JOSEPH SZIGETI OF 
HUNGARY SET IN U.S.A. 


Juseph Szigeti, Hungarian violin- 
ist, has been set for a series of eight 
guest soloist dates with 
symph groups next season 
is skedded for a Carnegie Hal] 
cital Feb. 23. 

Lineup of symph dates is as 
lows: Boston Chambe1 
orchestra, Jan. 26; 


American 
Also 
re- 


fol- 
String 


Feb. 1-2; Harrisburg Symphony, 
Feb. 7; People’s Symphony, Feb. 5; 
New Orleans Symphony, March 14; 


New York Philharmonic Symphony, 
March 24-25. 

Plans to arrive from Europe late 
in January, accompanied by his new 
accompanist, Andre Petri, also Hun- 


farian. 


Schima Kauffman Fiddles 

Again After Altercation 
Philadelphia, July 6. 

Schima Kauffman, who drew $80 

a week as second fiddler for Philly 

all 


orch winter although he never 
| lifted a bow, is back with ‘Men of 


| the Philadelphia Orchestra’ in sum- 
mer concerts at Robin Hood Dell. 
Dell concerts are on co-operative 
basis and have no official connec- 
tion with Orchestra’ Association. 
| which was outfit with whom Kauftf- 
,man had disagreement on 1936 trans- 
continental tour. As a result of the 
tussle, Kauffman worked for a New 
York publishing house all season, 
|}although he was officially a mem- 
ber of the orch. 
| His seat has been moved several 


|| paces farther away than formerly 


from that of his sparring partner, 
Violinist Gordon Kahn. 





Pitts. Summer Concerts 
Pittsburgh, July 6. 


Summer series of symphonic pop 
concerts from Schenley Park will be 
broadcast this year for first time 
/over KDKA. There will be nine of 
_them, hitting the air every Tuesday 
‘night from 7:30 to 8 beginning to- 
‘night (6). Direction of Victor 
| Saudek. 

Milton Lomask, concertmeister for 
| Pittsburgh Symphony orchestra, who 
was with Saudek in a_ similar 
‘capacity 15 years ago, will hold 


down the same post for the KDKA- | 


park series. 

Although the concerts will last an 
hour and a half, KDKA will carry 
only 30 minutes of its, using the time 
of the Philadelphia Company’s Pitts- 
burgh Varieties, which has 
from the air for the warm months. 


Sydney Rayner Visits N. 0. 

New Orleans, July 6 
Svdney Rayner, Met opera singer, 
arrived Friday (2) to relax 
week at 
tinuing on to Hollywood, and later 
back to New York. He accom- 
panied by his wife and Charles K. 


Was 


making | 


Philadelphia | 
orchestra in Boston and Washington, | 


faded | 


for a/| 
his home here before con- | 














| 


JURY SKEPTICAL 


Guitarist Plays Tune from ‘Notes’ 
But They're not Musical 


| 


' 


Philadelphia, July 6. 


Judge Curtis Bok, former prexy, 
and generous sugar-daddy of Philly 
Ork, proved he knew his half-notes 
last Thursday when William Lista 
an unemployed musician, appeared 


before him on charge of policy num- 


ber writing. 

Lista claimed sheets police took 
from him weren't number plays, but 
mss. of his newest composition. To 
prove it, his attorney had Frank 
Rasman, a guitarist, take stand and 
i} strum it out. It didnt sound so 


good to Bok, who was looking over 


the musician’s shoulder, or to the 
| D. A.. who was too anxious to know 
| what the figure $2.75 was doing be- 
tween a quarter note and a half 


beat rest. 

Jury convicted Lista without 
leaving the box and Judge Bok gave 
him a year. 





| Legion 





(Continued from page 1) 


and the bonus raids on 
should (but don’t) know 

Unofficially, it is estimated that 
from 300,-400,000 will visit the city, 
| and that the gross take by local mer- 
chants, hotels and various branches 
of the amusement biz may come to 
$30,000,000. Visitors will include not 
only the Legion members, but their 
| femmes who belong to the American 
Legion auxiliary. 

Review of a few past Legion par- 


Congress, 
better 


ties indicates the reason for the 
| police precautions. Following the | 
convention in 1925, in Omaha, city 


Officials were scorched for closing 
| their eyes to the rumpus and whole- 
| sale distribution of liquor which at- 
| tended those Prohibition days. In 
1930 after the Boston convention, the 
Harvard student publication took the 
boys to task in a forthright editorial 


| titled ‘The Drunken Legion’. This 
burned high Legionnaires who said 


| the revelers were hoodIms, not bud- 
| dies. In 1932, Portland, Ore., hotels 
| removed all pillows from rooms to 
| prevent repetition of feathers being 
| tossed out the window. Paper laun- 
| dry bags were sliced to prevent 
|dropping of ‘water bombs.’ These 
| were a few of the recollections 
which undoubtedly prompted Harry 
W. Colmery, Nationai Commander 
of the Legion, to issue words of re- 
assurance to assembled hotel men in 
New York last week. He told them 
the city would not be a shambles 
when the 19th Legion convention 
adjourned on Sept. 23. j 

In the past, Colmery declared, 
Legion conventions had been judged 
unfairly. Last year, despite the re- 
ported damage and lurid stories 
which emanated from the Legion's 
| Cleveland convention, one hotel re- 
| ported $25 damage, another $10 and 
| the others even less. 
‘Naturally there is going to 
|some fun in New York,’ he 
|‘but it will be the biggest thing of 
its kind you have ever seen or evel 
will see.’ Declaring that every pos- 
sible restraint would be imposed, he 
further promised that the roof would 
remain on the Waldorf-Astoria, and 





be 


the mooring mast would still be atop 
the Empire State Building. . . . “Our 
men,’ he declared, ‘are those who 


| believe that law and order are the 
| very tests of a survival of democ- 
| racy.’ 


| Road’s Hypo | 


(Continued from page 1) 








lected by the contributors. What 
is termed an ‘audience manager’ 
would encourage ticket sales. with 


subscriptions likely offered should 
the number of bookings warrant it. 
Instead of a theatre formerly show- 
ing legit, it is expected to use the 
theatre in the War Memorial build- 
ing, stage having modern stage 
equipment. Capacity is around 2.000 
so that a moderate price scale would 


Gordon, his manager, who will pro- | be used. 
duce his Hollywood flicker. Rayner George M. Cohan, upon his return 
in talk with city fathers on Satur- | from Europe last week is quoted as 
dav (3) urged rebuild ng of old | saying that the legit can survive 
French Opera House destroyed by only if it gets back to ‘road shows 
fire n 1915 with a new dress and superior 
Rayner will also sing three operas | talent.” He also said the stage needs 
in the Hollywood bowl on West |new ideas and young blood to sur- 
Coast before returning to fil) his | vive. Just how such results could 
,;next season's contract with the Met. j be worked out the star did not know. 


said, | 





| Milan, June 29. 


Philly Union Secy. Claims Manhandling 
Of Self and Delegation by 65 Policemen 


Philadelphia, July 6. 
A. Rex Riccardi, secretary of Mu- 
sicians’ local here, charged he was 
; brutally beaten by Cossack park po- 
licemen’ when he led a delegation of 
30 persons to Washington to protest 


WPA layoffs in Federal Music and 
Theatre projects, 

‘We wanted to talk to Adminis- 
trator Hopkins or one of | assist- 
ants,’ Riceardi said ‘Instead, they 
would only let us talk with Nels An- 
derson, a labor relations directo: 

“We said we were going to stav 
there until we were trexsted witl 
common courtesy. Then Anderson 
called in 65 cops. They formed 
gantlet down the hall of WPA 
headquarters. A couple of cops 
would grab one of the delegation 


and then the other policemen would 
beat the victim with clubs. Several 
women were knocked down and I 
suffered a cut head and badly bruised 
face.’ 

Anderson, fearful of the conse- 
quences, told a cop to stop beating 


him. The policeman didn’t recognize 


him and began hitting him with ea 
iclub. Fortunately for him, the poe 
lice captain intervened. 


Three members of delegation finale 
lly allowed to see Assistant Admin- 
| istrator David Niles. They demand- 
|ed all dismissal notices be cancelled: 
all future dismissals be on basis of 
need, and appeals board be estab- 
| lished in Philly to pass on need 

Niles said there must be reduciion 
in relief rolls and nothing could 
done about dismissals. 


be 


Weather Crimps 
Philly Dell's 


Opening Wk. 


Philadelphia, July 6 
With rain washing away one 
cert and threatening two other: 
at Philly orch’s outdoor shows in 
Robin Hood Dell was a bare 
| opening week. Wicket clicked 24.000 
times for $12,000 for five concerts. 
Okay weather, with Mary Binney 
| Montgomery skedded in tonight and 
|tomorrow night, should do a little 
| better for week ending tomorrow 
| evening and produce about $14,000. 
| Alfred Reginald Allen and Gino 
Baldini, of Dell management, under- 
| stood to be somewhat disappointed 
in experiment of moving Tuesday 
|night concerts from star-studded Dell 
|to 16,000-seater Convention Hall. And 
| at first of programs in hall last Tues- 
| day night fell below Dell average. 
| Abandonment of hall concerts 
seen if this continues. 
Advance subs this year best in Dell 
| history. The $25,000 worth of ticket 
| books sold is $5,000 better than 1936 
land $7,500 over 1935, according to 
Albert M. Bershad, auditor. 
Dell seats 7,000. Tickets 


cone 


biz 


SO-SQ, 


for e- 


50 cents 


jand $1 at gate or 25 cents and 50 


cents in season books. 


Milan’s New Operas 


Two brand new operas wil! be 

| trotted out for public approval dur- 
| ing the °37-’38 season of the Scala. 
| ‘Margherita da Cortona,’ by Refrice, 
j}and ‘Prosepina’ by Renzo Bianchi 
|} are the works. Book for the latter 
is by Sem Benelli, whose recent legit 
play “The Elephant’ created such a 
sensation and was suppressed by the 
government after its 25th perform- 
ance. 

Set for orioling at the Scala during 

next season are Beniamo Gigli. Tito 
Schipa and Gina Cigna, al) witt 


reps 
at the Met Opera, N. Y. 
Bruckner Fests 
Linz, June 25. 

Bruckner festivals committee has 
announced its program.  Fesii. ols 
commemorating Austria’s most fa- 
mous composers wil! start July 16, 


| Robert Kehldorfer will direct 


On the foilowing day Eugen Ore 
mandy of Philadelphia will direct, 
then Arthur Trittinger, Hans Weise 
bach and Oswald Kabasta of- the 


Austrian Radio Broad¢asting Co, 
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Irwin ‘Deal’ Explained 

Supposed inside of the surrender 
of Robert Irwin, confessed perpe- 
trator of the Gedeon murders, had 
it that two New York tabloids knew 
of the killer’s whereabouts and were 
bidding for the exclusive story. That 
is not true, although there is little 
doubt that if Irwin had the bus fare 
from Cleveland he would have given 
himself up in the N. Y. Mirror of- 
fices. Shortly after he arrived in 
Chicago, he telephoned the Herald- 
Examiner, asking for the editor, say- 
ing he could deliver Irwin for $2,- 
509. The ian said he would be ata 
fountain near the art institute on 


foreign staff, will retire after 40 
years’ service. He has covered nearly 
all important postwar conferences 
and has been in Geneva covering the 
League of Nations since 1933. Mel- 
vin K. Whiteleather, currently in 


with a roving assignment. James A. 
Mills, bureau chief at Tokyo, be- 
comes the veteran of the AP’s 


Tokyo by Helman Morin of the Los 
Angeles staff. Latter 
newcomer 
wide experience in the Orient. 

J. C. Stark, who goes to London, 





Michigan boulevard and would wear 
a white suit. Austin O’Malley, an | 
Examiner reporter, was assigned to | 
the lead, picked up the murderer 
and took ‘re unidentified fellow to 
the editorial offices. | 

Upon proving he was the wanted 
man, a contract was entered into | 


“ams > York | Fernsler 
after several telegrams to New York | ‘ 
executives | Washington; Andrue Berding, chief 


and with the Hearst 
ycaying the arrangement stating 
$5,000 is to be placed in trust for | 
use of his brothers wno are in jail 
out west. Dr. Blaisdell, of the Rock- 
land County (N. Y.) asylum, where 
Irwin had been an inmate, was 
named as the trustee. The contract 
was mailed to the doctor, Irwin 
placing it in the letter box himself 
at a Loop street corner. It is now 
in the possession of District Attorney 
Dodve of New York. 

After Irwin spilled his confession, 
George Clark, city editor of the 
Mirror, arranged for the arrest by 
Marty Owens and Frank Crimmins, 
New York detectives, and he also 
arranged for their plane trip to Chi- 
cago. All negotiations were between 
Clark and John Dinehart, manag- 
ing editor of the Examiner. There 
is nothing in the contract mention- 
ing an attorney. Dinehart told 
Irwin, when he asked for counsel, 
that the paper did not go in for pro- 
curing lawyers, but Clarke did tele- 
phone criminal attorney Samuel S. 
Liebowitz, who then came in on the 
case. 

N. Y. Daily News attempted to 
track Irwin through William Lamkie, 
who first tipped the police about a 
week after the murders.. That tab 
figured the killer was hiding in New 
Jersey and set up a contact point in 
Hoboken. Walter Winchell claimed 
in his paper, and also on the 
radio, that the News had the inside 
track. That irked the News editors, 
who felt it might hamper their 
search for Irwin. 

Should Irwin be found insane, the 
legality of the contract may be 
questioned in court, but it is under- 
stood the Hearst office has no inten- 
tion to contest the point. 





Seattle Star Strike 


A jurisdictional dispute over 
union affiliations of the circulation 
department employees at the Seattle 
Star; a Scripps League afternoon 
daily, resulted in the closing of that 
paper on Monday (5). The strike 
was called by the Newspaper Guild 
unit comprised of both editorial and 
business office employees who threw 
a picket line around the building. 
This is the second newspaper strike 
in Seattle within a year, the first 
having been against Hearst’s Se- 
attle Post-Intelligencer. 

Dispute started last week when the 
teamsters, who. are affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor, 
had joined the Guild instead of the 
teamsters’ new affiliate, the News- 
paper Drivers and Helpers’ Union. 
An agreement was reached on Sat- 
urday by which the teamsters guar- 
anteed to deliver the papers and 
19 circulation men were transferred 
to other duties. The Guild then 
called a strike on the grounds that 
their men had been taken off their 
jobs after they had refused to leave 
the union of their own choice to 
join the teamsters union. 

Guiid’s move to take over team- 
sters is being opposed by Dave 
Beck, Seattle labor leader. 





AP Switches Staff Members 

Switches of Associated Press per- 
sonnel to go into effect shortly were 
announced last week by the syndi- 
cate’s management. Staff changes 
will be made in seven foreign 
bureaus and five domestic cities. In 
line with policy of shifting men, 
foreign appointments will be made 
from all over the country rather 
than from only New York and 
Washington. 

Frank H. King, chief of the Lon- 
don bureau and responsible for the 
AP’s coverage on the abdication of 
Edward VIII and the Coronation, 
will return to head up the Dallas, 
Tex. bureau, largest AP state ser- 
vice in the U. S. Fred Dye, after 
nine years in Dallas, shifts over to 
New Orleans Aug. 1. 

Joseph E, Sharkey, chief of bureau 
at Geneva and dean of the AP's 


lis a 


| Hindenburg disaster. 
| nare 


newcomer to the foreign ser- 
vice. Recen:ly, as chief of bureau in 


foreign staff. He will return to New | 
York in the fall and be succeeded in | 


is a recent | 
to the AP but has had | 


Berlin, replaces Sharkey at Geneva, | 


Newark. he directed coverage of the | 


will be acting chief of the 
bureau in Newark. 

Paul Miller transfers from 
Lake City to Harrisburg, Pa.; 
eaves Harrisburg 


David 


of bureau in Rome, joins the Wash- 
ington staff after nine years in Italy 
and recent coverage of the Ethiopian 
war; John Lloyd goes from Paris to 
| Rome as chief of bureau; Alexander 
| H. Uhl, takes over the Paris bureau 
from Lloyd, having been chief of 
staff in Madrid; Charles P. Nutter 
succeeds Uhl as chief of the Madrid 
bureau. He has been in charge of 
the Moscow bureau and will vaca- 
tion in Europe before moving into 
Spain. 

Richard Massock is to be new 
bureau chief in Moscow. He has 
been covering the rebels in Spain 
since last July. 





Denny’s Future? 

Newspapermen-==_ are wondering 
what will happen to Harold Denny 
as the result of his exceptionally 
forthright recent articles from Rus- 
sia on the executions and the gen- 
eral situation there. In many re- 
spects his stories were in direct con- 
flict with those of Walter Duranty, 
one of whose pieces ran simultane- 
ously in the N, Y. Times. 

Credible explanation may be that 
the Times was smarting under criti- 
cism on account of the kind of news 
that Duranty has been sending for 
years and gave Denny carte blanche 
to go to town. Understood Denny 
will go on vacation soon and 
whether he will be re-admitted is a 
question causing much speculation. 











Bill to Change P. O. Censorship 


Bill to revise present arbitrary 
method of censorship by an anony- 
mous Post Office official, who deter- 
mines what is ‘obscene, seditious or 
fraudulent,’ has been introduced in 
Congress by Rep. Henry Ellenbogen 
of Pa. and has support of numerous 
publishers. Proposed bill would re- 
quire Postmaster-General to send 
material which in his opinion vio- 
lates the law to the U. S. District 
Attorney of the district where the 
matter was mailed with a request 
for a jury trial to determine whether 
or not matter is legal for mailing. 
Similar law has been established as 
the method used by the customs 
bureau. 

Bill is being considergi by a 
special subcommittee headed by Rep. 
Emanuel Celler. 

There is a strong possibility of its 
being introduced in the Senate and 
of its having a hearing in the House 
shortly. Nat'l Council on Freedom 
— Censorship is supporting the 

ill, 





Truck Strike Ties Up Philly 


Philly Inquirer and Record were 
forced to suspend publication after 
bulldog and state editions Friday 
night (2) when general trucking 
strike in city made deliveries im- 
possible. Limited quantity of first 
two editions were run off, but none 
hit the street. Staffs were informed 
at 11 p.m. not to report to work 
until further notice. 

Union leaders made strike effective 
at 5 p.m. Friday. Evening Ledger 
didn’t even attempt publication of 
its ‘Two Story’ edition that aft- 
ernoon, Evening Bulletin printed 
less than usual number and tried, 
| mostly unsuccessfully, to get them 
on stands. Camden Courier moved 
up edition time of its final and called 
quits at 5. 

Sirike was settled at 4.45 am. 
Saturday and evening papers that 
day were published as usual. 





Pa. Newsmen’s Status Upped 


Ten states now have reporiers 
confidence bills as a result of bill 
signed recently by Gov. Earle of Pa. 
Pennsy newsmer. are placed in same 
category as lawyers, clergymen and 
physicians. 

Pennsylvania bill also extends pro- 
tection to employees of news asso- 
ciations, which laws in nine other 
states which have similar measures 
do only by inference, 





for | 


Robert Cavag- | 


!and Joseph Bailey. 
Salt | 
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New Low 





A. new low in picketing last 
week had a single picketeer 
urging the public not to buy 
publications from a newsstand 
in the Rialio theatre building, 
N. Y. Talking sign bearer 
broadcast, ‘I broke him in; now 
he’s got my job,’ indicating lad 
on duty at stand. 

Newsstand this week bore 
sign proclaiming that it had 
signed with American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 











Five New Magazines 
World Observer is a new magazine 
out this month. Editors are Alice 


by the Lucis Publishing Co. of Cam- 
den, N. J., with offices in N. Y. 

Eleanor Choate Hill will be editor 
of a new slick women’s mag titled 
You, due out Oct. 15. It will have a 
large format, be a quarterly and sell 
for 50c. Publisher and business man- 
ager is James V. Spadea. Mag will 
be largely staff-written. Those cur- 
rently on the mag are Marian Neery, 
Jean Spadea, fashion editor, and 
Ruzzie Green, art director. 

Gags is a new, slightly larger than 
pocket-size quarterly published by 
United Features 
Gleason is editor. First issue in- 
cludes drawings by Lichty and will 
sell for a dime. 

Healing is a new bi-monthly pub- 
lished in Chicago to sell for a quar- 
ter. L. A. Neis is business manager. 

Top Notch, Complete Stories 
(Street & Smith) and Thrilling Mys- 
tery (Standard Mags) change from 
monthly to bi-monthly. 





Hearst Folds Rochester Sheet 


Suspension of Hearst’s Journal- 
American in Rochester last Wednes- 
day marks a reduction of Rochester 
dailies from five to two in 15 years. 
Both remaining are owned by Frank 
E. Gannett, morning Democrat & 
Chronicle aud_evening Times-Union. 
Gannett bought the physical plant 
and circulatin lists of Hearst papers 
and divided features between his 
two papers. 

On the day following suspension 
the Times-Union printed 135,000 
copies, a record for the city and the 
first time T-U has exceeded D. & C. 
Deal ties up all news services. 

Dr. Meyer Jacobstein, publisher of 
the Journal-American, at last min- 
ute, reportedly tried to buy the 
properties in behalf of Rochester 
Democrats and brewery interests, as 
liquor advertising is barred from 
Gannett papers, but got nowhere 
with Hearst management. 

Gannett deal here ties in with 
one in Albany whereby Hearst 
shifted his afternoon Times-Union to 
morning field with Sunday edition 
and Gannett switched his Knicker- 
bocker Press to afternoon combining 
with Evening News and Sunday edi- 
tion dropped, giving each publisher 
a clear field. : 

Financial angle is kept a close 
secret, but Gannett is believed to 
have paid substantial amounts. 
Hearst paid nearly a million dollars 
for Rochester Post-Express 14 years 
ago to get the Associated Press 
franchise which was allowed to lapse 
when Journal suspended. 

Flash, local green weekly, succes- 
sor to Bugle, announces plans to 
publish a local daily. 





Merritt Succeeds Goddard 


Abraham (Abe) Merritt succeeds 
Morrill Goddard as editor of the 
American Weekly. He joined the 
publication 26 years ago coming over 
from Philadelphia where he was 
night city editor of the Philadelphia 
Inquirer. Mike Porter, with the 
Weekly for 13 years, will be assistant 
editor. 

Merritt is the author of several 
books including ‘Burn, Witch, Burn,’ 
which was filmed under the title 
‘The Devil Doll,’ with Lionel Barry- 
more. 





Chi American Dismisses Two 


Two personnel 
Chicago American, 
rag, last week see the departure of 
Ed Reticker, acting managing editor, 
and Ed Geiger, sports promotion 
manager. 

Fio McCarthy, editor, takes over 
also as managing editor. Roy Top- 
per, who has been on general pro- 
motion for the American, takes over 
sports promotion also, 


changes in the 





Chicago Ogles B’way Columns 


Newspaper reader and circulation 
battle which is the worst in Chi- 
cago’s history at this time may lead 
to the Chicago Tribune's snatch of 
the Sidney Skolsky and Ed Sullivan 
columns from the tab Times. 


It is published | 


Syndicate. L. S. | 


Hearst evening | 


Tribune has had several Hollywood 
correspondents and columns but has 
| yet to carry a ‘Broadway’ column. 
| Should the Tribune take over 
these two features understood the 
‘Chicago Times is readying to re- 
| place with the Jimmy Fidler column 
' for the Coast and Leonard Lyons for 
| the Times Square feature. 





Nat'l Headliners Awards 


National Headliners Club, through 
|its chairman of the awards commnit- 
‘tee, Earl Johnson, general news 
|manager of the United Press, has 
made public the names of winners 
of 11 prizes for outstanding jour- 
nalistic achievements during the last 
| year. Awards, in the form of gold 
plaques, will be made at the club’s 
annual dinner on Saturday (10) at 
the Traymore hotel, Atlantic City. 
| Nominations for prizes were sub- 
| mitted by newspapers, mags, news 
services and radio stations in all sec- 
‘tions of the country. The winners 
| are: 


}age of Hindenburg disaster. Best 
| Foreign Spot News, Henry T. Rus- 
| sell of UP Bureau, London, abdica- 
|tion of King Edward VIII. Best 
| Series of Stories on Subject of Pub- 
ilic Interest, Paul Y. Anderson, 
|Washington correspondent of St. 
Louis Post Dispatch, hearings before 
|La Follette Civil Liberties commit- 
|tee. Best Domestic Feature Story, 
Henry McLemore, of the N. Y. of- 
fice of UP for his feature on the 
|New London, Tex., school disaster. 
| Most Enterprise in Journalism, W. R. 
| Hearst for exclusive story obtained 
iby him definitely announcing im- 
| pending marriage of King Edward 
and Mrs. Simpson. Best Non-Fiction 
Magazine Article of General Interest, 
Dr. Thomas Parran, U. S. Surgeon 
General, for his article, ‘Why Don't 
|We Stamp Out Syphilis,” published 
in Survey Graphic and Readers’ Di- 
gest, July, 1936. Best News Photo, 
John Lindsay of N. Y. office of AP 
for his picture, ‘Working on the 
| Levee,’ taken in the flood district. 


Best Newsreel, Arthur Menken, 
Paramount, reel entitled ‘Relief of 
the Alcazar’ made on Spanish front. 
Best Domestic Radio Reporting, Jo- 
seph Eaton and W. L. Coulson of 
| WHAS, Louisville, for outstanding 
work during floods of January. Best 
Foreign Radio Reporting, H. V. Kal- 
| tenborn of CBS, coverage of Spanish 
| front, during actual combat, on Sept. 
|2. Most Outstanding Work of Gen- 
eral Public Interest by a Columnist, 
Westbrook Pegler, N. Y. World-Tele- 
gram, series.on income tax evasions 
by public officials. 

Photographers and newsreel men 
covering the Hindenburg crash re- 
ceived high praise for their notable 
work, — 








Opposed to Closed Shop 


Strong opposition to the closed 
shop as a threat to freedom of the 
press was expressed in a formal 
resolution adopted by representa- 
tives of 11 publishers’ and editorial 
associations meeting in Chicago last 
week. Meeting was attended by 
more than 500 editors, publishers 
and managing editors, as well as 
newspaper business executives. 


A Newspaper Committee repre- 
senting the associations which at- 
tended the meeting was formed with 
James C. Stahlman as chairman and 
L. P. Palmer, general manager of 
the American Newspaper Publishers, 
as secretary. 





Thompson Vice Henderson 


Oscar Thompson was appointed 
| Friday (2) as the successor to the 
| late William J. Henderson as music 
critic of the New York Sun. William 
J. King has been named music 
editor and Irving Kolodin, associate 
critic. 

Both Thompson and Kolodin were 
assistants to Henderson, and King 
was a member of the editorial staff. 





Writers Will Convene 


Annual writers’ conference at 
Olivet College, Mich., will be held 
from July 18-31. Lectures will in- 
clude Carl Sandburg, Nannine 
| Joseph, Ford Madox Ford, Kenneth 
| Horan, Franklin Meine, Paul Engle, 
| Alice Gerstenberg, Jean Starr Unter- 
| 





meyer, Alice Tate, Caroline Gordon 
and Grace Hemingway. 





Times Articles Compiled 


‘Special to the Times,’ a collection 
of articles by 15 N. Y. Times cor- 
respondents, will be edited by Shep- 
ard Stone and Hanson W. Baldwin 
and published by Simon & Schuster 
this fall. Frederick Birchall, Arthur 
Krock, Anne O’Hare McCormack 
and Walter Duranty will be among 
the contributors, 





Best Domestic Spot News, Robert | 


|Okin of AP, Trenton, N. J., cover-! he had been transferred to the N. y. 





| 





| 
Literati Deaths This Week 


Morrill G. Goddard, 70, long editor 
of Hearst’s American Weekly died 
July 1 of heart disease at his sums 
mer home in Naskeag, Me., after two 
days’ illness. A native of Porilan 
Me., he started his newspaper Career 
in New York on the old World fol. 
lowing his graduation from Dart. 
mouth in 1885. He became city 
editor of the N. Y. Morning World 
before he was 21, later becoming 
Sunday editor. He joined the Hearst 
Publications in 1898. Surviving are 
his widow, two sons and three 
daughters. 

Francis X. Bastible, 50, for many 
years a reporter on Hearst’s N, y, 
American, covering police court and 
political news in Brooklyn, died Sud. 
deniy July 1 of a heart attack at his 
summer home in Haines Falls, N. Y, 
Born in West Philadelphia, Pa., 
where he received his education, he 
moved to Brooklyn and joined the 
staff of the old Standard Union, later 
going over to the American which 
he served for 28 years. When that 
paper suspended publication recently 


Journal. Surviving are his widow 
and four children. 

Herbert L. Wood, 69, county editor 
of the Brockton (Mass.) Enterprise- 
Times, died June 30 at his home in 
Brockton. He formerly was asso- 
ciated with the Boston Globe, the 
Boston Herald, the Boston Journal, 
the Boston Post, the Manchester 
(N.H.) Mirror and the Brockton 
Times, which was later absorbed by 
the Enterprise in that city. 

Charles A. Flanagan, 63, who re- 
tired as circulation manager of-the 
N. Y. Times in 1932 after serving in 
that capacity for 27 years, died June 
26, in New York. He had_ been 
largely credited for building up the 
Times’ circulation from 25,726 in 
1888 to its present position. He 
served on the paper for 44 years in 
all. Burial was in Calvary cemetery, 
i x: 





CHATTER 
Marian Sims will vacation in Ber- 
muda. 


Donald Moffat to 
Maine. 


Margaret Ernst author of a juve 
book titled ‘Words.’ 

Harper's mag will have a modern- 
istic cover in August. 

Jack Campbell laid up last week 
with an infected foot. 

Dorothea Brande sailed to Europe 
(30) for four months. ; 

Al Kendricks’ about-the-town 
column out of the Philly Inquirer, 

Dorothy Thompson (Mrs, Sinclair 
Lewis) into a N.Y. hosp for an opere 
ation, 

Mary Morris, AP photographer, is 
engaged to Ralph Steiner, free lance 
cameraman. 

Louella Woodford, 19-year-old 
novelist, has written her third novel, 
titled ‘Attestation.’ Random House 
will publish. 

Kenneth Roberts to be interviewed 
in Boston on his new book, ‘North- 
west Passage,’ July 8, over NBC's 
Red network. 

Two weeks’ severance pay was 
granted to editorial men on the 
Literary Digest who are not moving 
over to Review of Reviews. 

Alva Johnston's ‘The Great Gold- 
wyn,’ serialized in the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post, comes out as a Random 
House $1 book around July 15. 

‘First Families’ is the tentative title 
of a new book by Stanley Walker 
due out in the fall. Book will give 
inside stuff on American society. 

Impetus given Bucks County, Pa, 
as a writers’ colony by George S. 
Kaufman moving in at Hollicong. 
Others in the vicinity are Pearl 
Buck and Dorothy Parker. 

Leo Wingshot, columnist on the 
Philly Record, resigned last week. 
He is a prof at the U. of P’s Wharton 
School and his real name is Ed. Mc- 
Kenna. 

Several changes in the Associated 
Press photo feature service. Philip 
Ratnoff moves into the post left by 
Edward Brown. Latter will join the 
Boston Traveller. Ken Mayo lcaves 
the photo service after 15 years 


summer in 


there. Kip Ross is joining the de- 
partment. 
Relman Morin, Associated Press 


writer in Hollywood, is being trans- 
ferred to the Far East, with prob- 
ability he’ll be stationed at Tokyo. 
Florence Pine, his wife, has resigned 
as secretary to Terry De Lapp in 
Paramount's publicity department, 
to go along. 

Grover Jones’ Wheeze, Hollywood 
gag mag, has become just Jones 
monthly, and the scenarist has re- 
moved his avocational publication 
from his Backyard Press and made 
it a regular $3-per-annum subscrip- 
tion proposition. Formerly more 0° 
less of a giveaway to the Hollywood 
insiders calling it Wheeze-Bank, etc. 
prompted the change. 
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Plays Abroad 





LA REVUE DU RIRE 


(‘Revue of Laughter’) 
Paris, June 24. 


Kkevue in two acts (16 scenes) by Pierre 
Varesse and Suint-Granier; directed hy 
Fleix Outard and Hemdey; dances, Floyd 


costumes, Max Weldy; orchestra 


Pent; 
du Pe Cazaux. At A. B. C., 


divection, 


Pair 


Lionel 


This one is a production reckoned | husband. 
| Wife tells 


to cash in on the influx of visitors 
with an eye toward home trade also, 


and, while not tops, it has the stuff ‘South America. 


io serve its purpose. Cannot be ex- 
pected to draw a great deal of the 
foreign tourist trade other than those 
wanting to see a thoroughly French 
revue. But it should pull o.k. with 
the natives 

Seemingly no attempt has been 
made to produce a spectacular offer- 
ing. but it is full of French humor, 
mostly satire, and the cast carries its 
paris well. Little if any of the music 
is new and the costuming, for the 
most part, is on an ordinary level. 

Marie Dubas, who stars, has long 
been a favorite in music-halls here, 
and her popularity seems not to be 
waning. She handles French com- 
edv in a way localities like and her 
songs are rendered for the French 
taste. In her solo appearance near 
the wind-up everything she sings is 
known and has been popular fo! 
some time. 

Opposite is another of the tried 
and true music-hall stars, Mauricet. 
His songs have next to no music, but 
the gag lines draw laughs steadily. 
Included in the repertoire of his ap- 
pearance is his poem ‘Liberte,’ which 
takes on new stanzas to fit the latest 
developments in world politics. 

Outstanding is the: rise of Mlle. 
Oleo from announcer to a top spot. 
Her personality has put life into 
more than one A. B. C. bill, as weil 
as former revues. Her Latin viva- 
ciousness almost steals some scenes 
from Mile. Dubas. She proves this 
time that she has a good voice, and 
scores in two duets with Meurisse. 

‘Ideal Couple’ brings as the first 
pair of newlyweds Mlle. Oleo and 
Meurisse, as night club entertainers, 


who are marrying for publicity. Hit- | 


ler follows with Miss Navarre, whom 
he is marrying for power. Lestelly, 
as Tino Rossi, gets the best laugh of 
the scene with his singing and imita- 
tion of Rossi in his last revue. Ex- 
Premier Blum and President Leburn 
follow, the latter being played by 
Mauricet, with Marie Dubas as his 
wife. 

Silva and Ferrara, dancers, are 
spotted twice. First time after the 
opener, doing an ordinary foxtrot 
number which helps put motion into 
the show. In their second appearance 
they turn out a Bolero that has 
plenty of showmanship and good 
dancing. Mlle. Silva glides through 


the dance with suggestion at every | 


| bookmaker, and she tells her father 
| of her unhappy life in such middle- 


class bohemianism. 


turn, but it is so smoothly done she | 


deserves credit. 


In both ‘Un Coup de Rhum’ and | 


‘La Masseuse Est Amoureuse’ Maris 
Dubas takes the lead to inject vital- 
ity and plenty of a very French per- 
sonality. In the first of these she is 


2 countess who, by mistake, drinks | 


a new concoction which has 
been discovered for making crimi- 


nals confess. And she loosens to pull | 


plenty of laughs. 

Nothing unusual or extraordinary 
is offered in the show, but it contains 
enough of what it takes to make a 
revue to assure it of a good run. 


To Have and to Hold 


London, June 23. 


Comedy in three acts by Lionel Brown. 
Picduced ty Ilrene Hentschel at Hay- 
Market theaire, Lendon, 

Roberta de Winter......Mignon O'Doherty 
Roberi Ge FeO iidceee chs Basil O'Doherty 
| aa 5ocbeeeseuseene Richard Warner 
Max Hailing. .....cececcee-Hartley Power! 
June OMNI. 2000 ccsdeceekcss. Aeahe Mey 
Bri ae eee besten. Keneth Kent 
Peggy Harding.......0..... Dorothy Hyson| 


Without so well chosen a cast, this | 
Play, on a novel triangle situation, | 


might not be received so enthusi- 
astically as it was. 


just | 


It isn’t a bad) 


play—on the contrary, it is a very. 


well 
piece on a theme that has always 
been utilized for such a purpose and, 
necessarily, always will. 

is different from most of the 


ful avoidance of old-fashioned 
heroics in plot, dialog and situations 
ring to the story a modernity of 
uncommon merit. It should enjoy 


constructed and well written) 


Class be Daughter feels 
instinctively that her father is car- 
rying on an intrigue with the wife. 
and when she hears the elder woman 
declare the girl interferes with their 
| relations, the daughter accuses them, 
jane Says unless her father takes her 
home.with him she will tell the 








her lover he must go 
and he decides to return to 
Cripple refuses to 
| permit his cousin to depart, offers to 
send the young girl to Italy to study 
Singing, and things are eventually 
arranged that way. It only devel- 
ops toward the finale, in a fine scene 


away, 


with the invalid and the young girl, | 


= Bb’ 


that he 


has been aware of what is} 
£o!ng on, and confides in her he has 
but a short time to live—a year at 
the utmost. So why not 


around? 

Outstanding is the fine character- 
ization by Keneth Kent in’ the role 
of the cripple. All the others in the 
cast, including the two comedy re- 
liefs, are skilfully handled. Acting 
throughout lives up to the old Hay- 


market tradition. Jolo. 
The Great Romancer 
London, June 23. 
New lay in tt is by Jules Kekert 
Goodman, preser v Howard Wyndham 
& Bronson Alberv; produced by Charles 
Lefeaux” at the New theatre, london. 
5GR - POCTIee “scdsccs ‘ - Coral Browne 
Miche! ocecess 006 Ronald Simpson 
Tie -BRn ss Sass caewaeks ‘ Eric Portman 
August Maavet .ccicies Harold Scott 
yg RR 2 ee ae Richard Littledale 
Alexandre Dumas...,... Robert Morley 
Dupont .. , : Charks Lefeaux 
Alexandre Dumas Fils..... .Peter Coke 
Marie Dorval gr Vivienne Bennett 
Alfred de Vigny.... .Edgar Norfolk | 
Dr. Bixio vee hens Athol] Fleming | 
Adah Isaac Menken... Carol Goodner 


After being tried out some weeks | 


ago for a single Sunday performance 


| by the Repertory Players, this latest | 


play by Jules Eckert Goodman had 
}a public showing at the New thea- 
| tre. 
| Robert Morley repeats his excel- 
lent character study of Alexandre 
| Dumas, of whose thriftless, shiftless, 
;}up and down career the story is 
|concerned. It shows him surrounded 
| by his coterie of literary ‘ghosts’ and 
|}amorous'_ actresses. The’ genial, 
| happy-go-lucky scribe, the pivot of 
| the boisterous household, takes mis- 
fortune and good favor all in his 
stride. Although much of the cir- 
cumstances are fictitious, there is 
sufficient fact and colorful incident 
to make an interesting play, which, 
if not successful in itself, will 
doubtedly make the reputation of 
Robert Morley, whose name went 
up in lights after the first night. 
Carol Goodner has the best of the 
supporting roles as Adah Menken, 
| but the entire production is finished 
and praiseworthy. 


THREE SET OUT 


London, June 23. 


New comedy in three acts by 

Leaver, produced by Margaret Websier at 
| the Embassy theatre, lLondom, June 22, 

al 

larry Starr........e.e6...Michael Redgrave 
| Pete ROINGs.4 000 0s s00eerde0% Walter Hudd 
| Peners, Marsh....«..Constance Cummings 
| Mias Stevems..cccccccccccese:: Olga Martin 
b BEB c cn ccccvescesecsceseces Pauline Wynn 
' Sir Arthur Manning........Hemry Wolston 
j luudy Manning...........Marjorie Fielding 

Mise Trouble....ccsscccsenss -. Juliet Mansel 
' Tord Trenham.,.....ccec...- Robert Holmes 
} FOMMBOR < Fh 0 kes "es Soe Howard Devonshir 





Billed as a comedy, it has sufficient 
plot to come under the category of 
|comedy-drama. In its present form, 


it is a good play, but not in a com- |} 


mercial way, and has more the mak- 
ings of a descriptive novel than 
'dramatic motivation. At 
| there is a sense of incompleteness, in 
that theatre audiences would be in- 
'terested in the eventual outcome of 
the problem of the characters, which 
is left to the imagination. Drastic 
revision of the story should trans- 
form the manuscript into a play that 
would be a healthy candidate for the 
West End. 


| A young man and woman are a 


Success here and is worth seriously | 


consider ing 
merican 


for America. Several 


managements, 


A well-to-do man marries the 
une daughter of an old Stafford- 
“ire family, buys their estate and 
Proposes to cultivate it scientifically. 

€ jis visited by his cousin from 
South America, and the young wife 
_ Cousin fall in love. On the 
od iney are about to tell the hus- 
2nd they wish to go away together. 
fa alls from a horse and is crippled 

Wr life. They decide to remain, the 


take to nurse him, and the cousin to 
te. ever the running of the prop- 
a his rransement is upset by the 

rival of ‘the: cousin's 18-year-old 


davchier. 


aes whose mother had_ re- 
Married, 


this time to a boisterous 


including | 
Lee Shubert, are already negotiafing. | 


| tect. 
others that have gone before. Care-| 


team of tap dancers in search of em- 
ployment, as is also a youthful archi- 
Inevitably the first act is laid 
in a cheap boarding house. Three 
acts are described in rotation as ‘A 
Meanly Furnished Room; ‘A Pleas- 
antly Furnished Room Six Years 
later’; ‘A Beautifully Furnished 
Room Eight Years Later.’ 

The girl’s stage partner is in love 


with her, but hesitates to ask her | 
hand in marriage, owing to their 
poverty. The young architect, also 


in love with her, playfully remarks 
that if he had 50 pounds he would 
ask her to marry him. To which she 


responds: ‘If you had 20 I'd accept.’ | 


|The team gets an engagement, and 


the girl and the architect become 
engaged. The prospective groom 


goes to America on a two years’ job, 
and in the second act you see them 
happily married. she a star, and he 


successful in his profession. Her 
tap dancing partner has gone: to 
South Africa with a touring com- 
pany. where he does very well. He 
returns, announces he has abati- 
doned a stage career and become a 
novelist. They are ali firm triends 


walt | 


un- | 


Phillip | 


the finish | 


Big Outdoor 
Theatre Paces 
Italy's Legit 


Rome, June 18. 
theatre that can 





An outdoor: 





built this summer in Rome's 
public park, the Villa Borghese 
Gardens. The stage is to be 
a summer affair. to be 
after the summer season. 

The ‘Femina’ Co. 
composed '~=_ almost 
femmes, will start 


which is to be 
exclusively of 


ils summer season 
at the Barberini Theatre in Rome. 
thence go on to San Remo, Salso- 
maggiore, and finally to Milan. 


Pietro Scaro and Gian Maria Comin- 
etti will direct the company. Reper- 
toire includes “The Rebels.’ by Gina 
; Kaus and Thomas B. Foster; ‘Fasci- 


| nation,” by Robert Milton and Alice 
| Duer Miller; ‘Mattinate d’Aprile,’ 
| (April Morning), by Alessandro De 
| Stefan; ‘Beauty Parlor, by Vicki 
| Baum, and ‘Serpente Sonagli,’ by 
| Edoardo Anton 

Venice legit plans include per- 
formances of ‘Romeo and Juliette’ 


starting July 20 and performances of 


the old Venetian comedy, ‘Il 
Bugiardo’ (The-Liar). Guido Salvini 
will direct ‘Romeo, while Renato 


Simoni is to direct the Goldoni play. 
Latter will be given in the Campo 
San Rovaso, where the performances 
of ‘Merchant of Venice’ were staged 
|} three years ago. 


INTERNATIONAL SHOW NEWS 


| 
} 





ace | 
commodate 3,000 spectators is to be | 
big 


only 


dismantled | 
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Limelight’ Clicking ‘i Nitery Openings 


37. 
on 

the 

has 


London, June 

Without attracting any notice 
the part of the show folks in 
West End, ‘Black Limelight’ 

caught on. 

St. James’, immediately running into 

the bus strike, it was compelled to 


move to the Duke of York’s to make | 
room for Gilbert Miller's production | 


of ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter.’ 


The libraries are now buying reg- 


ularly and the show is playing to a 


After a slow start at the | 


steady weekly profit, with every in- | 


dication it will stay six months in 
the West End. 


Paris Expo, Open 
1 Mo., Stull Only 


Half Completed 
Paris. June 25. 

With the Paris International Ex- 
hibition open exactly a month 
much can't be said of the impression 
the big show has made after the 
public has had 30 days in which to 
rummage around. 

To date, 2,370,000 visitors have 
paid something in the neighborhood 
|of $500,000 to view that portion 
| which is sufficiently completed to 
warrant a look. And to get down 
to bare facts, that includes only 
about a half of what the whole will 


| be when it is completed. 


Besides four regular dramatic 
companies that will tour the cities 
| during the summer, there will be | 


| three ‘Thespian Carts’—one operatic 
| and two dramatics—which will tour 
| the small towns and villages. These 
‘carts’ are furnished with complete 
equipment for setting up stages as 
well as seats, lights, costumes. They 
are manned by regular dramatic 
companies and their repertories in- 
clude the plays and operas that have 
been most successful before city 
audiences during the past seasons. 





BUY ON ‘VICTORIA’ THE | 
BIGGEST YET IN LONDON 


London, June 27. 

Biggest library deal for any 
| Straight play has just been completed 
| by Gilbert Miller for ‘Victoria Re- 
gina.’ 
| Deal is for 10 weeks at $6,250 per 
| week, and starts two and a half 
|; weeks after show's opening, as house 
'is sold out till then. Conditions of 
| deal are also rare, calling for 5% for 
the libraries, instead of the usual 


r { Of 
7% a 


London’s Guild Plan 


London, July 6. 
Forbes Randolph, former New 
York Theatre Guild producer, is 
here to promote a similar scheme for 





| 








London. Randolph has the backing 
lof Atiya Begum. of Jan Jira, and | 
| several Indian potentaites. | 
| A meeting to discuss* the plan was ; 
heid here Sunday (4). 








and the novelist and the wife assist 
the husband financially in starting in 
business on his own in a big way. 

Eight years later the wife has 
given up her stage career for do- 
mesticity. The novelist, who had be- 
come engaged to another girl, is still 
a bachelor as his fiancee was killed in 
an airplane wreck. They all live to- 
gether the wife is bored with in- 
activity; the architect's eyes are giv- 
ing out; and it develops he had taken 
all the money of the three of them 
and lost in a_ stock’ speculation. 
They decide the thing most wrong 
with them is that they had been too 
successful to continue their ambi- 
| tions, thereby enjoying life. 

Play ends with the author settling 
|down to write a play for the wife, 
who will return to the stage, and 








| the architect determining to do bet- 
| ter work than ever in his career, 
i though the indications are his eye 
| sight will go. This makes a most 
|unsatisfactory ending. Audiences 
would like to have seen another act 
1a few years later, in which they had 
once more attained success in their 
respective careers. 
| Written by an actor. there is, as 
| is usual in most cases when an actor 


can write a play at all, splendid 
character drawings and clever 
dialog. The three leading roles are 
bullet-proof for experienced artists; 
in the hands of Constance Cum- 
mings... Walier Hudd and Michael 


| Rederave they take on the attributes 
j of stellar performances. Jolo. 


| 
| 


| 


Of the 42 foreign pavilions only 22 


have opened their doors to reveal 
something like a finished interior. 
These include those of Belgium, | 
which has one for the country | 
proper and another for her African, 
colonies, Germany, Russia, Italy, | 
Switzerland, Sweden, Norway, Den- | 
mark, Holland, Palestine, Monaco, 


Portugal, Austria, Hungary, Luxem- 
bourg, Finland, Egypt, Poland, Bal- 
tic States, Japan, Czecho-Slovakia 
and Great Britain. 

Much steel work is still showing | 
on the United States building even| 
at this late date. Official opening is! 
set for July 4, but it is understood | 
the building will be closed to the 
public again after the inauguration 


so the interior can be finished. A 
two-day strike there last week re- 
tarded completion. 

The foreign pavilions which are) 


yet to be finished are those of Argen-| 
tine, Australia, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Canada, Finland, Iraq, laly, Mexico, 
Peru, Roumania, Siam, Spain, South | 
Africa United States, Uruguay and | 
Venezuela and Yugoslavia. 


The new Trocadero building is far 
from being completed and the pa- 
vilions which will be devoted to the 
cinema industry and the press are 
not yet open. 

For the first time in the troubled 
story of what is and what is not 
open in the present Exposition, the 
bosses of something concerned with 
the big show have shown the work- 
ers, and directors, too, for that mat- 
ter, how to turn a real closing trick. 

This time it is the Pare des Attrac- 
tions. It closed June 28 at two 
o'clock in the afternoon and those in 
the know say it is going to stay 
closed until the concessionaires who | 
have invested money there get what | 
they want. 

Entire battle hinges on the ad- 
mission fee of 25 cents. Admission 
price charged for the Exposition it- 
self is 30c, while another 25c is 
charged by the expo for entry into 
the Pare des Attractions which is 
entirely separate from, the expo. | 
This, the concessionaires claim, was | 
not agreed upon. They claim that! 
because of this 25¢ admission price | 
they are only getting about one- 
tenth of the visitors actually visiting 
the expo as people are not going to 
spend money for the right to spend 
more of it. 

Because of this, every display. 
ride, sideshow and lemonade stand 
in the park pulled down the shutters 
and told the customers to scram, 
that they did not want their money. 
And so far the boys are sitting tight. 
They say they are going to leave 
the shutters down until the 25c en- 
trance fee is eliminated. 





Tibbett for Vienna 


Vianna, June 26 
Tibbett has signed for an 
appearance in ‘Rigoletto’ in the State 
opera some time in October. 


Lawrence 


| But when J. 


| outmoded 
| tional spy plot drama. 


| themselves as 


Continue 2-Wkly 


Average in Paris 


Paris, June 25. 

Visitors or no- visitors, and 
whether those here are spending 
money or ‘not, night club openings 
n this town have kept up the aver- 
age of about two a week for the 
last six weeks 

Fourteen spots in all have put out 
igns in front of new interiors or for 


which have changed hands, 
redecorated 01 reopened, 
Largest contingent within the 


t two weeks with no less than six 


clubs 
peen just 


came 


opening. Largest of these is the 
Fal Moulin Rouge, where the Cotton 
Club Show with Teddy Hill’s band 
s the attraction. High in Mont- 
martre, this spot seats close to 
1,000. Operated by Pierre Sandrini 
and Pierre Dubout, it is run along 
the same lines as the Bal Tabarin, 
which Sandrini also heads, but com- 
petition between two plac is prace 
cally nil as offcrings are sO 


diameirically different. 

Am¢ rican musicians are in ae- 
mand for the night side of life here. 
No than seven orchestras, six 
of which are colored presently 
playing in Paris, 

Led by Willie Lewis, still at the 
Restaurant des Ambassadeurs, there 
is Leon Abbey: at the Cotton Club, 
Bobby Martin at Chez Florence, 
Freddy Taylor at the Harlem Club, 
George Johnston at the Villa d’Este, 
Teddy Hill at the Moulin Rouge and 
Hayward Powers and his Society 
Boys, the only white band of the 


less 
are 


lot, are still playing at the Bagatelle. 


SHUBERTS TO STAGE 
‘BALALAIKA’ ON B’WAY 


London, June 27. 


Tommy Bostock has finally dis- 
posed of the American rights to 
‘Balalaika,’ after several nibbles by 
Martin Beck, Max Gordon and the 
Shuberts. 

Milton Shubert, when last over 
here, reported adversely on the show. 
J. Shubert saw it re- 
cently, he thought it good enough 
for Broadway, with Lee finally 
cinching the deal, which calls for 
10% royalties, with $10,000 paid on 
account. Shuberts are in on any fu- 
ture film deal to the extent of 10%. 
Deal also calis for Bostock to super- 
vise the Broadway staging in Oc- 
tober. He leaves London sometime 
in September. 


TWO LONDON LEGITS 
FAIL TO IMPRESS 


London, July 6. 

‘No Sleep for the Wicked,’ which 
opened at Daly’s Friday (30) is an 
secret service-internae 
It’s uncone- 
vincing playwriting and extremely 
unlikely for success. Claire Luce 
and Delano Ames, author of the 
play have the leading roles. Author 
is a cousin of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 


British Lion tried out a play at 
the Arts Theatre Club same night, 
titled ‘In the Best Families,’ with a 
view to future filming. Vehicle 
proved old-fashioned French farce, 
plot being about an infant left on a 
doorstep and three men suspecting 
its father. Play is 
crudely written and valueless. 








Arrest Fem. Charging 
Lehar with Plagiarism 


Vienna, June 26 


Mrs. Lanik Laval was arrested and 
will be charged with attempted ex- 
tortion of Franz Lehar. She still 
claims that the book to Lehar’s 
operetta, ‘Giuditta’ is a plagiarism, 
that she had sent a libretto like it 
to Lehar and that the maestro used 
most of the ideas of her plot. 

Mrs. Laval has written a letter to 
the French Minister Herriot, because 
‘Giuditta’ will be produced at the 
Paris ‘ warned French 


_xposition. She 


Will probably follow in ‘Bajazzo. \ authoiiies of the alleged plagiarism, 
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Bank Nite Draws 14949 in Cleve. - 


As Expo Beats the Rain Hoodoo 


—_—_——— 





Cleveland, July 6. 

Even with handicap of 18 days of 
steady rain that is giving concession- 
naires a load of sniffles, the Great 
Lakes Exposition is nearly equaling 
last year’s attendance records. Up 
to Sunday (4) it had pulled in 
nearly a million sightseers—904,025, 
to be exact—in 33 days. That is 
within 60,000 of the 1936 record, Sat- 
urday’s (3) gate of 43,176 heads, 
second highest for 1937 here, and 
sunnier weather indicated that the 
Fourth of July week-end would 
pring in an estimated 140,000 visitors. 

Practically every exhibit on Sat- 
urday enjoyed S.R.O. business for 
the first time in a fortnight. Billy 
Rose’s Aquacade played to 14,000 
customers with well lined pokes in 
three performances. Ted Weems 
opened in the marine show there 


Friday for two weeks, following 
Xavier Cugat. Harry Harrison’s 
Winterland, which has brought in 


Evelyn Chandler to topline the ice- 
skating fantasies, dittoed by attract- 
ing 9,500 hot rubberneckers who 
were looking for a cool spot to light. 

Chief magnet expected to build up 


a record for the Fourth was a 
double-header ball game between 
Cleveland Indians and _ Detroit 


Tigers at city’s stadium flanking the 
lakefront fair. Team has been co- 
operating by selling special ball 
tickets which are okayed at centen- 
nial’s gates. 

‘Streets’ Perks Up 


Streets of World section, composed 
of nationality villages and niteries, 
is jumping out of the doldrums 
created by a two-bits admish tax. 
Lincoln Dickey answered kicks of 
concessionnaires by pulling several 
high-pressure stunts. One was show- 
ing of the Crown of the Andes, a 
diadem of emeralds valued at $4,500,- 
000, in a new ‘Streets’ exhibit. 
Owner is Warren Piper, Chicago 
jeweler, who has treasure guarded 
by a dozen cops, two with machine 
guns, and electric-eye alarms. It 
once belonged to the Inca Emperor 
Atahualipa. 

Hughie Mack also installing free 
amateur talent shows in Interna- 
tional Circle to boost this area. 
Simon-pures ranging from local con- 
tortionists to ladder-jugglers do their 
stuff every Thursday night now on 
a street-stage for five weeks, and 
it’s causing traffic-jams. 

With town hit by strike condi- 
tions, Expo is recognizing fact that 
money is tight by introducing new 
bargain prices. Besides free Mon- 
days to women with escorts and 
nickel charge for kids, they're now 
selling special family tickets. <A 
family of five—two adults and three 
youngsters—can get in Mondays for 
65e although regular rate is four- 
bits per head. 

Banko revived again for Friday 
nights is proving to be another 
picker-upper. Despite: rain, 14,949 
optimists turned out with umbrellas 
to take a whack at fair’s $500 pot 
but the mugg with the lucky num- 
ber called didn’t show up. Prize to 
be increased $250 each week if not 
copped, making it $750 this week- 
end. Last season it jumped up to 
about $1,500 before somebody won 
it. 


PHILLY EXHIBS WATCH 
CARNEYS FOR GAMBLING 


Philadelphia, July 6. 

Carney ops here being eagle-eyed 
for signs of gambling by film exhibs 
as result of court decision giving 
Mayor immediate right to close show 
upon evidence of con stuff. 

Exhibs have been warned by their 
organization, United Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners, to visit carneys and 
watch for gambling. Under court 
ruling, Mayor may not refuse li- 
cense to a show, but he can close 
it if gambling reported. Exhibs 
have been told to report violations 
to UMPTO secretary, George Aarons, 
who will take it to authorities. 











Welcoming the Waggoners 
Salt Lake City, July 6. 

Utah state fair grounds here, with 
a seating capacity of 15,000, is being 
rebuilt to accommodate expected 
record crowds during Covered 
Wagon Days celebration, July 21, 
22, 23 and 24. 

Fair will be held during latter 
Part of September. Already about 


3,000 have negotiated for various 
Contests, 


+ 





NEW CIRCUS GRIFT 





Hangers On Open Parking Lots; | 


Strip Cars, Decamp 





Syracuse, July 6. 


Commissioner of Public Safety 


William E. Rapp cracked down on a_/|f 


new racket last week when Ringling 


Brothers & Barnum & Bailey circus | 


played here. 

The commissioner 
plaints that in other cities where 
the show had appeared the 
eteers had hired vacant lots 
the show grounds and had opened 
them as parking places for a slight 
charge. While the car owners were 
viewing the show the cars 
rifled and stripped, and the opera- 


tors of the lots vacated before the 
completion of the evening per- 
formance. 

A special detachment of police | 


camped on the grounds to prevent 
their operation here. 


RINGLINGS WIN 
SUNDAY SHOW 


Buffalo, July 6. 
The Ringling-Barnum show played 
four performances here Sunday and 
Monday (4-5) following an alterca- 
tion with local authorities over the 
Sunday date which finally had to be 
decided in the courts. 
Several months ago the 
granted the circus permission 











city 
for 


up $1,000 to be distributed to the 
Joint and Catholic Charities. A week 
ago the president of the Common 
Council and local church authori- 
ties announced through the news- 
papers that they would petition the 
mayor to stop the Sunday perform- 
ances and last week the Buffalo 
Church Council joined the fight by 
sending out to pastors of all Buffalo 
churches a plea for support in call- 


law. 
With the show advertising two 
Sunday performances, both the 


Police Commissioner and the mayor 
issued statements that they would 
stop the Sunday performances if 
attempted and would arrest those 
in charge of the circus. 

Friday, Frank Braden and Eddie 
Vaughan, of the show, arrived in 
Bufialo and at the same time appli- 
cation was made to Supreme Court 
Justice Hinkley for an order re- 
straining the police from interfering 
with the Sunday performances. Ar- 
guments were had in Supreme Court 
as a result of which a temporary 
stay was issued returnable Tuesday 
(6) after the show left town. The 
stay was obtained by a demonstra- 
tion that under the penal law shows 
of all kinds including night clubs 
and burlesque shows were  per- 
mitted Sundays and that circus per- 
| formances were also legal under the 
section. In view of the fact that 
the Common Council had granted 


day and that considerable money 
had been expended in preparation 
for the performances, Judge Hink- 
ley stated that he thought the Com- 
mon Couicil’s position in rescind- 
ing the permit was ‘not exactly just 
and fair.’ 

Shortly before the Sunday open- 
ing, police arrested Vaughan an as- 
sistant manager of the show on a 
charge of violating the city ordi- 
nance. He gave immediate bail and 
was released for arraignment in city 
court Tuesday when a test of the 
validity of the Sunday closing ordi- 
nance will be made. 


Fat Woman Shot 


St. Louis, July 6. 
Josie Mae Grass, 39, formerly a 
fat lady in circuses and carnys, was 
shot to death as she slept in her 
home at Lexington, Mo., June 30. 
Elmer Long, 40, who was living 
at Miss Grass’ home, was found se- 








for questioning and Prosecuting At- 
torney L. I. Morris asserts 
shot self. Miss Grass quit 
business several years ago at time 
when she tipped beam at 530 pounds. 
| Her weight dwindled to mere 380 
at time of death. 
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WALLENDA ACT 


were | 


two shows July 4 with R-B puiting | 


ing upon the-mayor to enforce the | 


the circus a permit to show on Sun- | 


verely wounded in throat. He is held | 


Long | 


show ! 
Snow 





Sock for Marshall 


Dallas, July 6. 

George Marshall, director of 
entertainment and sports for 
the Dallas exposition, got red 
around the gills last week 
when he called on the local 
mayor with his visiting troupe 
of South American athletes. 
Mayor, George Sprague, who 
} is a first-termer and a novice 
at such routines, had just pulled 
the key gag on the South 
Americans, then turned to Mar- 
shall who was standing by: 

‘lI am very happy to meet 
you Mr. Marshall,’ the mayor 
said politely, ‘Did you have a 
pleasant trip up from South 
America?’ 











SAVED IN 
BAD FALL 


Schenectady, N. Y., July 6. 
thinking by a 
(Curly) Lill, 


| Quick 


| Ralph saved several 


| members ot The Flying Wallendas | 
| from possible death in the snapping | 
jes a cable holding a high wire, at a! 


matinee performance of the Ringling 
| Brothers-Barnum & Bailey show 
| here last week. The rain-softened 
| ground caused Lill, head of the prop 
| crew working with the act, to double 
; the usual 12 men who grip a net 
three feet from the wooden fioor 
j}and 40 feet from the lowest wire 
on which Joe and Herman Wallenda 
balance themselves with poles, as 
they hold on their shoulders a pole 
,;on which a 15-pound chair is bal- 


j anced for Karl, in turn supporting 
| Helen Wallenda on his shoulders. 
| Shortly after the turn opened, 
|Karl, head of the troupe, decided 
| against the use of the bicycles be- 
| cause of the ‘funny’ feel of the guy 
| wires. He decided that the ‘under- 
|standers’ should walk on the wires 
| instead of riding bikes. 
| Lill, sensing trouble, summoned a 
| dozen ushers to take hold of the net, 
| along with the regular crew. Sud- 
denly, the main wire gave way. 
Helen, highest in the air, was thrown 
sideways in the direction of Lill, who 
| lunged and pushed her into the net. 
However, she could not avoid side- 
|swiping the chair. Helen was 
| knocked unconscious, as were Karle 
and Herman. Joe, burned by guy 
| wires, was shocked, Herman was 
gashed., Sa 
They soon revived and received 
treatment in the circus hospital. 
Management announced, before the 
big show left for Utica, that the act 
would go on, but that Karl and 
Helen, his wife, would be out of 
action for a few days. 


WALLACE BR. CIRCUS 
STYMIES HOOT GIBSON 


Detroit, July 6. 
from performing with 
circus, 





Enjoined 
Hagenbeck-Wallace 


breach filed by Wallace Bros. circus. 
Bros. circuit in Gary, Ind., 


day and joining Hagenbeck in Jack- 
son, Mich., the next day, Gibson was 


injunction. 
\ Ex-cowboy film actor declared he 
signed temporary contract with Wal- 


Hagenbeck-Wallace and that his job 
| being only temporary with the form- 


Hagenbeck called him. 
Wallace Bros. 





seek $10,000 damages. 
son was detained in 


While Gib- 
Ann Arbor, 





| Hagenbeck-Wallace moved on to 
other towns in Michigan, as did 
| Wallace Bros. troupe. 
| Cj | Rout : 
Week of July 12 
| Barnes-Sells Floto 
Sterling, Colo., 12: Boulder, 13: Ft. 
Collins, 14: Greeley, 15; Laramie, Wyo., 
Rock Sprimgs, 17; Rawiins, 18. 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 


Pittsburgh, Pa.. 12-13; 
; Dayton, 15; Springfield, 
; Detroit, Mich., 18-30. 


| Columbus, 0O., 
| 14 16; Toledo, 


1 
i © 


prop man, | 


i 


harg ith quitting the Wallace | Pepper 
ee ee eee last Tues-| Sunday nights and included Lyn | 


‘er he was merely waiting until | Casino show. 


asserted Gibson’s | 
contract has 20 weeks to run, and| 


Fourth Ups Casa Manana Biz 25%; : 


Titled Dance Pard Quits, No Gigolo 





HOXIE CIRCUS HUNG UP 





Attachments Tie Up Trick—Advance 


Crew to Ringling 





Fairmont, W. Va., July 6. 
Jack Hoxie circus had its equip- 
| ment impounded here under nearly 
a dozen attachments filed through 
| Justice courts. As the suits were 
not Mr. 
| Hoxie, ace performer with the show, 
to feed the 


heard for several days, 


arranged 
troupe. 


stranded 
He purchased food and set 
up a cOmmissary. 


| Hoxie was not one of those filing | 


suit for back pay, it is understood. 
It is stated that Cly Newton is re- 
garded owner and manager of 
the show. 


as 


Dennison, O., July 6. 

The advance billing crew of. the 
Jack Hoxie circus, which folded sud- 
denly Monday at Fairmont, W. Va., 
ended its activities here just a week 
ahead of the show, and joined, al- 
most intact, the Ringling Bros.-Bar- 
num & Bailey circus advance. 

According to Ringling-Barnum ex- 
ecutives the big show has. been 
shorthanded all year in its billing 
|forces, due to the shortage of ex- 
| perienced men this season. 

The several trucks of the show 
remain here waiting decision of ex- 
ecutives of the former Hoxie show 
as to future plans for the outfit. 


DALLAS TAKING 
IT IN THE NECK 





| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 





Dallas, July 6. 

With an impressive title, the 
Greater Texas and Pan American 
exposition has proved to be a local 
proposition through its first 22 days. 
Attendance figures at closing Satur- 
day (3) had reached aggregate of 
448,052. 

Most of the attendance is at night 
and exhibits scattered over the 
grounds of last year’s Centennial 
get hardly any patronage during 
day. Weather-wise Texans just 
don’t stick their heads out in the 
mid-day sun. When the lights go 
on, they have been making an ap- 
pearance in the entertainment spots 
and giving the exhibits no play. 

The exposition has started re- 
trenchment in line with the prefer- 
ence for night-time stuff and took 
a big slice out of the day-time per- 
sonnel. Frank McNeny, director 
general of the fair, also took oc- 
casion last week to issue a formal 
statement denying rumors that the 
celebration would end before its 
scheduled time Oct. 31. 

Jack Benny and Mary Livingstone 
were brought in over the holiday 
weekend to act as bait for the front 
gate. 
Saturday 





night in Cotton Bowl 


Hoot | Which was free and stunt was to be 
|Gibson remained in Ann Arbor last | tepeated Sunday and Monday nights. 
week to answer charges of contract | 


Free show had the entire setup 
| which ordinarily broadcasts for Dr. 
on a Southern network 


Murray’s male chorus, Jack Arthur 
! and Art Jarrett from the Casino. At- 


halted from appearing with latter tendance at the first free show was 
circus just about one hour before | ¢stimated at 15,000; much less than 
scheduled to go on, by a circuit court | 


exposition officials had anticipated. 
Benny also made appearances in 
| Cavalcade and Casino shows nightly 
to earn the $15,000 he reputedly re- 


lace Bros. while still under option to | ceived for stopoff here. 


Rudy Vallee comes in Saturday 
(10) to succeed Ted Fio Rito, at the 
He is set for two 
weeks after which Phil Harris takes 
over. George Marshall, director of 
entertainment, 
Minevitch is leaving this week but 
that his harmonica troupe will con- 
tinue extra two weeks. Jack Ar- 


thur also will bow out with Art Jar- | 


|rett taking over whole singing bur- 
den, excepting through Lanny Ross 
engagement, when Ross will sing one 
number, ‘Don’t You Know or Don’t 
You Care?”; Marshall reports he 
has The Craddocks coming in and 
also has contracted Arren Broderick 
to follow Lanny Ross. 

| Marshall's sports program will be- 
| gin July 15 and run three days, 





|stars meeting American 


already have reached Dallas. 


The pair was presented in a} 


reports that Borrah | 


with | 
| South American track and soccer 


7 —___-__. 


Fort Worth, July 6. 
Attendance at Casa Manana, main 
attraction of the Frontier Fiesta, 
ran 25% ahead of the first 10 days 
of last year, getting the fiesta off to 
a good start. The three-day holiday 





over the Fourth brought large 
crowds, missed last year as the 
| show then opened July 18. 

| Casa Manana revue has been 
|; speeded up. The result is a snappy 
|show running little more than an 


hour and with gobs of flash. 
| John Murray Anderson, director, 
| left Friday (1) for England after 
| polishing up the performance. Bob 
| Allen is staying an extra week to 
speed up the dancing and to put 
more finish to Pioneer Palace show. 
Calgary Brothers, pantomime come- 
|dians, moved from large Casa 
Manana to Pioneer Palace. First 
spot too large for their type of act. 

Paul Whiteman bought national 

rights to ‘Gone With the Dawn,’ ro- 
mantic song, and is expected to play 
|it on his twice-weekly broadcast 
| from a new studio just opened on 
| the grounds. 
Whiteman drove half the night 
| Thursday to take part in a real 
| cowboy reunion at Stamford, Texas, 
getting plenty of publicity and creat- 
ing goodwill for the show. 

Albert Johnson, scene designer, 
will remain a month to work on 
plans for a fiesta on wheels which 
Billy Rose, director general, has in 
mind for a fall tour. Carlton Wink- 
ler, technical director, will remain 
through run of Casa Manana. 

Whiteman announced auditions 
for a girl singer which he hopes to 
obtain in Texas. He wants a girl 
who can go into the movies. 

Count Nicoli Vegetti Di Caffa, 
one of a group of titled dancing 
partners provided at Casa Manana, 
quit in a huff when he read in New 
York reviews that he was called a 
gigolo. The others stayed put, how- 
ever. Di Caffa said he was not a 
| gigolo and swore vengance at the 
| visiting columnists. 

Fireworks finale to Casa Manana 
|revue prohibited by city because 
nearby tent caught fire. 


Award N.Y. Fair 
$3,000,000 With 
$1,500,000 to SF. 


Washington, July 6. 

Measures carrying $4,500,000 for 
Federal participation. in the rival 
World Fairs skedded for San Fran- 
cisco and New York in 1939 received 
approval of the House last week. 

Stalling by the lower branch 
ended with ratification of revised 
Merritt bill appropriating $3,000,000 
for the Gotham expo and a rewrit- 
ten measure supplying $1,500,000 for 
the Golden Gate show. The S. F. 
money proposal previously was 
passed by the Senate but House For- 
eign Affairs Committee changes re- 
| quire further action. The N. Y. leg- 
| islation, similar to a $5,000,000 bill 
| which the President vetoed several 
| weeks back, has not been taken up 
‘= the Senate. 

Congressmen will Have a say in 
| formulating plans for Government 
spending, despite President Roose- 
velt’s prior objection that this is an 
| unconstitutional invasion of the 
| rights of the executive branch of 
| the government. 
| Commish for the Frisco jamboree 
| embraces four cabinet officers—secs 
| of Interior, Agriculture, Commerce, 
,} and Labor—three members of the 
| House, and like number of Senators. 
Group to supervise N. Y. exhibit in- 
cludes six lawmakers and three 
cabineteers, representing Labor, 
,Commerce and Agriculture depart- 
ments. 


| 

















Legion Bally 


Battle Creek, Mich., July 6. 

What is believed to be the only 
traveling post of the American Le- 
gion marched in the Fourth of July 
| parade here Sunday. 
| The ‘traveling post’ is composed 
of member veterans employed by 
| the Greater Exposition Shows, which 


toppers. | are showing here this week. 
The South American representatives | 


There are 60 members and meet- 
‘ings are held weekly. 
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News From 


San Francisco, Hollywood and Lo 





the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


ndon. VARIETY takes no credit for 


these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. : 








East 


Jim Barton played.Jeeter Lester 
in ‘Tobacco Road’ for the 1,000th 
time last Wednesday. That's the 
record. Henry Hull went 233 per- 
formances and James Bell 305. 

Paul White, Harlem Negro lad, 
picked by Universal for a part in 
‘Adventure’s End.’ He worked for 
the Guild in ‘But for the Grace of 
God.’ Selected because he can speak 
with a cockney accent. 


Eugene Ormandy named prez of 
the Schubert Memorial. Succeeds 
Ossip Gabrilowitsch. 

English Home Office figures show 
that only about 10,000 from the U. S. 
attended the Coronation. 

Understudy club to make a picture 
short of its activities. Also plan an- 
other performance, 


That Jones Beach private weather 
bureau beat the Government predic- 
tions three times in the first week. 

Mrs. Ted Healy got a divorce last 
October. Later she changed her 
mind. But she only remembered to 
have the decree officially quashed 
last week. 


Arnold Reuben announces he’s 
quit naming sandwiches after the 
near-great. In future he’ll use fic- 
tion and historical characters to 
sponsor his output. 

Belle Livingston announces she’s 
going to open a new club. To re- 
vive the old time charm of the 
speaks, 

Nite club gem gang got to Mrs. 
Joseph Forrestal, socialite, for about 
$48,000 worth of jewelry last Thurs- 
day (1). Trailed her from the Plaza. 
- New bus.line to Riis park will be 
inaugurated from the Kings High- 
way station of the Brighton subway. 
To use the new bridge. 

Fritz Reiner in from London to 
conduct Stadium concerts. 

Trolley Players, strawhatters, one- 
nighting suburban towns around 
N. Y. Watson-Lahey manage. 

Strand guested 100 marines from 
Brooklyn navy yard Friday (2) for 
opening of ‘Singing Marine.’ 

Railroad officials said holiday 
travel was up 30% over last year. 
Even the bus lines ran in sections. 

Croydon Pendergrace, auto racer, 
killed on the Swanzey (N. H.) dirt 
track, July 4, when his car went 
over the embankment. Later two 
women were hurt when three cars 
collided and crashed the fence. 

With rehearsals slated to start in 
a few weeks, four Yiddish theatres 
have set their opening bills. Her- 
man Yablokoff, at the National, will 
try ‘Give Me Back My Heart,’ 
musical; ‘Sins of the Mothers’ will 
open the Parkway; Hopkinson, 
Brooklyn, will have a musical and 
Michal Michalesko and Lucy Levin 
will start with an operetta. Ann 
Cherniak and Bennie Adler will oc- 
cupy the Bronx Art theatre with 
‘The Slave of Sin.’ 

George E. Quigley. retired picture 
exec., in Elizabeth (N. J.), chancery 
court yesterday (Tuesday) to answer 
his first wife’s divorce action. She 
claims his Mexican divorce was 
illegally obtained. 

Club Bagdad, East Greenwich, 
R. IL, suing Belle Baker for $3,000 
alleging she failed to keep a con- 
tract date. 

Richard Furlong, 19, arrested 
when found asleep in the N. Y. 
Strand theatre after the house had 
closed. Parents testified he was sub- 
ject for fits of somnolency. Given a 
suspended sentence in court. 

Karl Kruger, of the Kansas City 
Philharmonic, engaged to lead the 
Budapest Philharmonic on a tour of 
Italian cities next spring. To give 
14 concerts. 

Flush, the dog used in the 
Katharine Cornell production of 
‘The Barretts of Wimpole Street’ is 
dead. Never missed a show nor a 
cue. 

Arthur Mayer cuffs the Harvard, 
Yale and Princeton club members 
to ‘Frightened Men’ at the Rialto. 
Film tells of a group of Harvard 
students. 








Coast 


California supreme court granted 
a re-hearing from an appeal from a 
lower court judgment which 
awarded $30,000 to Mary Pickford 
and her sister Charlotte in a suit 
against two L. A, realty firms. 

Request of Myllicent Bartholomew, 
aunt and adopted parent of Freddie 
Bartholomew, to have court set 
aside the agreement apportioning 
boy player’s earnings among mem- 
bers of his family, was denied by 
Superior Judge Fox in L. A. 

Eleanor Huntley, film actress, won 
a divorce from Robert Kellogg 
Heinze in L. A. 

Elaine Barrie won the right to 
demonstrate ‘How to Undress Be- 
fore Your Husband’ using that title 





—_—-- —— 


!suit filed at Long Beach, Calif. by 
| Mrs. Vera Codona, who asks half of 
| $34,000 property and $200 a month. 

| Ted Healy, divorced last October, 
| joined by ex-wife in plea to L. A. 
| Superior Court to call decree off. 

Mrs. Lita Grey Chaplin Aguirre 
/was granted a divorce from Henry 
| Aguirre, film player, by Judge Bur- 


nell, who earlier had refused her a | 


decree. 

Sheila Wilcoxon divorced from 
Henry Wilcoxon in L. A. on cruelty 
grounds. 

Mrs. Josephine Austin (Irene Del- 
rov) won a divorce in Reno from 
William L. Austin, Jr. 


| Damages of $100,000 are asked in | 


la suit filed against Metro resulting 
from the drowning of Kresten Gom- 
;mesan, a sailor, during the filming 
|of ‘Captains Corageous.’ 

Contracts of Betty Grable and 


|Marsha Hunt, both 20, with Para- | 


|mount were approved by L. A. Su- 
| perior court. 





Nitery Reviews — 








(Contin:ed from page 49) 


|appearanse s.2q performs with an 
| enthusiasm and good-fellow touch 
| that is fetching. The cards are dis- 
| tinctly stacked in her favor as a 
| floor show entertainer in New York 
land if she doesn’t move to other 
night spots later she might prove a 
good b. o. bet on theatre personals. 


Supporting troupe includes Charles 
Althoff, standard hick-fiddling turn 
in vaudeville for many years and a 
clickful proposition from a floor. 
Like many others who have gone 
from vaude to niteries he finds him- 
self very much at home and no 
trouble with his audience. 

A flashy acrobatic dancer is Loma 
Ruth. She has a fast and rather 
tricky routine. Patricia Reilly, per- 
sonality songstress, remains here, as 
does Ebbe Gyldenkron, who calls 
himself the ‘singing baron,’ and is 
now in his third year on the prem- 
ises. Gylkendron lends _ distinct 
Scandinavian flavor. He’s from 
|Copenhagen. Bob Asen’s well-man- 
|aged orchestra backgrounds effici- 
| ently for dancing and the show. 
| Three-day Fourth of July week- 
|end wasn’t hurting business here at 
|all, which may mean that a uniqve 
Svenska restaurant of this kind, 
coupled with b. o. of the Nesbit 
name, was the answer Sunday night 
(3) when house was filled. Some 
places were deserted both Saturday 
and Sunday nights. Char, 


HOTEL ASTOR, N. Y. 


It’s some five years since Ted (Is 
Everybody Happy?’) Lewis has been 
on Broadway, but seemingly he’s not 
forgotten. Times Square over the 
long holiday week-end looked like 
the proverbial deserted village, but 
they must have come up from man- 
hole covers and hideaways the way 
they piled into the Astor Roof Mon- 
day night for Lewis’ preem. 

Ever an astute showman, the band- 
man had permitted himself to be- 
come a bit standardized on his re- 
cent vaudfilmery jaunts, but seem- 
ingly, in between the Chez Paree 
(Chi) engagement last month and 
this lap on Broadway, he’s refur- 
bished his stuff. There’s a judicious 
admixture of the old and the new 
and while Lewis’ dansapation is still 
on the forte side—it may only be 
the hyper-amplification of the loud- 
speakers all over the Roof—his is an 
effective presentation. OK both for 
sight and hoof. 

On the sight end, opening with a 
musical cavalcade that sets him off 
well, Lewis is augmented by the 
Radio Aces, vocal trio; Teddy Hale, 
yeoman tenor with the band, who 
could, however, subdue his vocal en- 
thusiasm and not pyramid his top- 
notes thataway; Charlie (Snowball) 
Whittier, who does Lewis’ ‘shadow’; 
Ruth Daye, tapster, and Lita Lede, 
vocaliste. All specialists are clicky. 

Lewis on his own has now made 
‘Baby Smiles at Me’ and his clari- 
net and sweet-hot reed work per- 
sonal trademarks and this, fortified 
by an intrinsic capability to mer- 
chandize himself to the fullest, im- 
presses him anew on his Broadway 
return. Abel, 


HICKORY LODGE 


(LARCHMONT, N. Y.) 


This roadhouse was taken over 
| this season by the Goldman Bros., 
who operate the Hickory House on 
West 52nd Street in New York. For- 
merly the Post Lodge. spot on the 
| Boston Post Road a short ways up 
from the metropolis’ furthermost 
| border has been tastefully redeco- 
|rated and is making a play for 
| Westchester’s younger set. 














No floorshow, but Charles Bar- | 0°f the several vocalists of the Denny | 


choruses nicely with vocals, with Al 
Stuart, one of the musicians, also 
stepping out for some singing. Dell 
and Hamory, mixed accordion and 
singing team, work the tables be- 
tween dancing. 

As at the Hickory House in N. Y., 
feature of this spot is the food, es- 
pecially the steaks. Latter will have 
to draw, too, inasmuch as Hickory 
Lodge is surrounded by roadhouses 
jof every degree, with the popular 
|Glen Island Casino not very far 
| away. Scho, 


| 


| EL CHICO, N. Y. 


| Highlight of the new floor show at 
| El Chico, authentic Castillian class 
nitery in Greenwich Village, is Ro- 
j}lando. He’s a young Mexican who 
does impressions. His billing of ‘the 
| human caricaturist’ covers the situa- 
ition nicely because his grotesque 
‘makeup, while doing a takeoff of 
| Lefty Gomez pitching, in rhumba 
| rhythm, is a new idea in impression- 
ism. He effects a chalky makeup 
and exaggerated eye-penciling for 
contrast, augmenting his stuff with 
contortive rhumbaing. The panto- 
mime is highly effective. 

On an equal par are Jose and Pa- 
tricia, a pair of personality ballroom- 
ologists, she a looker and he a nice 
vis-a-vis. Their terps are likewise 
‘new, incorporating such characteris- 
| tic. tempos as the fado from Portu- 
| gal, the zambra from Anadalucia, the 
Mexican. jarana, chapanecas and 
other new dances. 

Las Guarecitas are a sister team 
doing ranchero songs in Mexican 
motif. Carlos Montoya holds over 
with his extraordinary guitaring— 
he’s among the tops. Antonita Mo- 
rales is the ballerina subbing for 
Mona Montes, star of the revue, out 
four weeks through injury to her 








Trio Pampero do South American 
songalogs to self-guitar accompani- 
ment. Don Alberto and Los Pica- 
dore continue for the dansapation. 
A good, new stunt which Benito C. 
Collada, the Chico’s managing direc- 
tor, has incorporated is the featuring 
of Rodolfo Bb’ Avalos and Senorita 
Albertina to demonstrate the tango 
and rhumba. They tutor in simple 
manner, then invite anybody from 
the audience. It’s a cuffo unless the 
customers get interested in D’Avalos 
and Albertina’s private sessions. 
Abel. 


(DRAKE, CHICAGO) 
* Chicago, July 2. 


amount of truth in the text book! 
theory of merchandise being a pre-| 


|requisite to selling. Before that 
time, waiters were complaining of 


having no other duties except to ap- 
plaud the nightly performances of 
scale bands. There seemed to be 
no way to meet this demand except 
to close the two rooms; a decision al- 
; most reached when Consolidated set 
Paul Whiteman for four weeks, He 
stayed eight. 

Not only did Whiteman’s engage- 
ment forestall any room-closing, but 
it broke Drake records, and started 
the present avid demand for name 
bands in Chicago. Jack Denny, fol- 
lowing Whiteman, has upheld the 
validity of the theory. Starting his 
second fcur weeks, business in the 
Silver Forest room is still remark- 
able, desp te even the use of electric 
fans as the principal cooling system. 


Denny band is a top-notch outfit. 
| Part of the credit should go to the 
|}excellent arrangements and_ the 
| workmanship of the bands; another 
| part, certainly, to the organization’s 
j}and to Denny’s personality. There’s 
no needless flash or show-off; in- 
| stead, the atmosphere is of agreeable 
fellows doing an agreeable job. 

As to the show surrounding Den- 
| ny’s orch., some is good, and some 
bad. The Dorothy Byton line of 
eight girls is one of the best. Each 
of the girls is a solo specialist in her 
own right; the costumes (for one 
routine, white and silver Indian, for 
the other, simple acrobatic) are in 
keeping with the room motif. 

Two giri singles are in. One, Mig- 
none, a tiny toe-acrobatic dancer, 
does work which, in a less stiff at- 
mosphere, would tie up the show. 
The second girl, Rita Lester, doesn’t 
fare so well. There’s not so much 
complaint about the singing voice 
quality as about the type numbers 
she does. The popular stuff, par- 
ticularly, doesn’t jibe with her style, 
and if she'd substitute light concert 
music, it would be an improvement 
all around. Also should’ switch 
from the red gown she displayed 
when caught. 

Three Olympics, two man and a 
woman roller skating turn, are stand- 
ard. Act, done entirely upon a table 
arena, has all the speed, flash and 








As the final act, Vox and Walters do 
| their ventriloquist duo. They didn’t 
| fare so well at this catching. 


after court evidence in L. A. showed  nett’s orchestra, with a thrice-weekly | crew to work in the show is Bob 


title had been used in a magazine. 


Alfredo Codona, former circus per- | wire, dishes out okay terps music; | during 
former, is defendant in a divorce! Gale Reese augments some of the] routine. 


| (Monday-Thursday-Saturday) NBC 


ankle, but since returned; and the} 


SILVER FOREST ROOM | 


During past couple months, the 
Drake has found, astonishingly 
;enough, that there is a_ certain! 





FREDERIC A. JUILLIARD 





| hemorrhage. 


| 
| the late Augustus D. 


Frederic A. Juilliard, 70, textile 
manufacturer, died at his home in 
Tuxedo Park June 29, of a cerebral) since electricity was used in ny. 


—— 
—<—<————— 


OBITUARIES 


theatre, the Broadway, died in Haw- 
thorne, N. J., July 2. 
H:s claim is not substantiated, 


; merous theatres 


long before the 


He was the nephew and heir of: Broadway was built. 
Juilliard, | 
|founder of the Juilliard school, and 
| carried on his uncle’s work. He was 





JAMES CARDINA 
| James Cardina, former owner and 


/a member of the board of the Met-/| operator of the Varsity, Kensington 


|ropolitan Opera and Real Estate Co.,/ and the Glen, Williamsville 


(Buf- 


the Metropolitan Opera Assn., one- | falo), died at Buffalo July 3 after a 
'time president and currently a di-| short illness. 


rector of the N. Y. Philharmonic- 
Symphony and was connected pro- 


tures. 





HELEN LOWELL 
Helen Lowell, 71, veteran stage 
and screen actress, died at her Holly- 


ing illness. Deceased went on the 
stage at 17, playing Iolanthe in the 
Gilbert and Sullivan comic opera of 
that title. She created the role of 
Dearest in ‘Little Lord Fauntleroy’ 
and of Miss Hazy in ‘Mrs, Wiggs of 
the Cabbage Patch.’ 

After wide stage experience, in- 
cluding several foreign tours, she 
went to Hollywood under contract 
to Warners in 1934, appearing in 


IN MEMORY 
OF OUR DEAR FRIENDS 


THE MINER BOYS 


TOM — ED — GEORGE 
BARNEY and GERTRUDE GERARD 


many films. Her later appearances 
were in ‘Valiant Is the Word for 
Carrie,’ ‘I'd Give My Life,’ and 
‘Strike Me Pink.’ 





GEORGE D. PARKER 

George D. Parker, 64, veteran 
American producer, died in Sydney, 
Australia, May 29. Parker went to 
Australia many years ago under 
contract to Williamson-Tait and pro- 
duced many of their comedy and 
dramatic hits prior to the decline of 
the legit stage. 

Quitting W-T he went to Cine- 
sound as dialogue director and re- 
mained with unit for quite a spell. 
He left Cinesound and found the go- 
ing fairly hard to get set again in 
legit. Made his biggest success with 
‘Journey’s End.’ 





ROBERT T. SMITH 


Robert T. Smith, 44, manager of 
Grauman’s Chinese theatre, Los 
Angeles, died July 4 as a result of 
a heart’ attack contracted while 
swimming at San Clemente, Caiif. 

A native of Iowa, Smith worked in 
|Skouras houses in St. Louis prior 
to going to Hollywood five years ago 
to manage Pantages’ Loew’s State. 
For the past three years Smith had 
been at Grauman’s Chinese. 

Survived by widow and three 
daughters. 





JOHN C. LYNCH 

John C. Lynch, 62, retired elec- 
trical engineer, died at Stockbridge, 
Mass, June 29, of coronary throm- 
bosis. He went to the N. Y. Tele- 
phone company on his graduation in 
1896 and remained with that or- 
ganization until ceafness forced his 
retirement in 1931. 

He was a pioneer in radio research 
and establishee = number of broad- 
casting stations, notably WEAF, New 
York. 








JEROME WILLIAMS 

Jerome Williams, 83, former 
leader of the Sampson Opera House 
orchestra, Kingston, and for many 
years director of the Kingston Point 
| Band, died June 30 in Kingston, N. 
| Y. He was known to thousands of 
| excursionists who stopped on Day 
|Line steamer trips to Kingston 
| Point, where he batoned the band. 








ELLA WOODS 

Ella Woods, 77, pioneer film scen- 
arist, died in Hollywood July 3. The 
wife of Frank Woods, former Famous 
Players’ production chief. 

Mrs. Woods had been in the writ- 
ing end of picture biz for 25 years. 
She did many of the scripts for the 
early Norma Talmadge starrers. 

LILLIAN B. OSLER 
Mrs. Lillian B. Osler, 67, pianist 





showmanship this type of turn needs, | 42nd accompanist of years ago, died | 


| at her home in Philadelphia July 1. 
| A member of the Matinee Musical 
| Club, she had a studio in the Pres- 





minently with other musical ven- | 


wood home, June 28, after a linger- | 





} 
JOSIE MAE GRASS 

| Josie Mae Grass, 39, formerly fat 
| woman with circus side shows, was 
| shot to death at her home in Lex- 
| ington, Mo., June 30. 


Details on the outdoor page. 





Mrs. Meta M. Tillotson, wife of 
Howard Tillotson, Denver theatre 
orchestra director, died in Denver 
of pneumonia. 





Mother of Carey Wilson, Metro 
producer-writer, died at Rutherford, 
N. Y., June 27. 





MARRIAGES 


Virginia Geehan to John Bigelow, 
| June 26, in Ellensburg, Wash. Groom 
|is VARIETY correspondent in Spo- 
kane. 

Catherine Davidson to Forrest E. 
Judd, June 26, in Des Moines, Iowa, 
where groom is head of the Mono- 
gram exchange. 

Dorothy Frazer to Jack McGaffey, 
July 4, at San Diego. 
Columbia studio employe. 

Cora James to Gale Beatty, in 
Hollywood, July 23. Groom is in 
Warner's publicity dept. 

Elvia Allman, radio actress, to C. C. 
Pyie,, in Los Angeies July 3. Groom, 
former sports promoter, is head of 





Radio Transcription Co. in Holly- 
wood. 
Jane Wyman, film actress, to 


Myron Futterman, June 28, in New 
Orleans. Groom is a Los Angeles 
business man. 

Pat Selwyn to Donald Klupfer, 
June 30, in New York. Bride is a 
niece of Arch and Edgar Selwyn. 
Groom is co-publisher with Bennett 
Cerf of Random House. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Dick Perry, son, June 
30, in New York. Father is member 
of sales force of Grand National 
Pictures. 

iir. and Mrs. Charles Quigley, 
daughter, June 28, in Hollywood. 
Father is a film player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Davis, 
daughter, at Culver City, Calif., July 
2. Father is in Metro art depart- 
ment, 

Mr. and Mrs. Bertram Lebhar, 
daughter, in New York, June 1 
Father is sales manager at WMCA. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leland Hayward, 
daughter, July 4, in Los Angeles. 
Mother is Margaret Sullavan, father 
an agent. 


- Tax Bill 
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thirds vote, or 88 affirmatives, was 
required to pry the bill out of com- 
mittee and that, therefore, the mo- 
tion was lost. 

During the heated debate on the 
measure, several members charged 
| that it was not primarily a tax bill 
at all, but represented a fight be- 
tween rival theatre interests. The 
Benz Bros., millionaire liquor deal- 
ers and real estate owners, have 
been previously accused of sponsor- 
ing the tax in retaliation against 
Publix for allegedly having been in- 
strumental in getting local film ex- 
changes to refuse to service the Benz 
Minneapolis and St. Paul theatres 
|for dime subsequent run pictures. 
Northwest Allied States has not sup- 
ported it. 

Representative George Hagen, who 
'led the fight to get the bill onto the 
floor, said the tax would yield $400,- 
000 annually, but admitted it should 
undergo ‘some severe trimmings in 
rates.’ He asked why 11 men in the 
rules committee should dictate to 
the entire House of 131 members as 
to what legislation should be con- 
sidered. 








| Pierre Andre, local radio an-| ser building and was correspondent aoe 
nouncer, is the m.c. The only one} in Philadelphia for Musical Courter. Sets Ghneeeeiie wil one ot 
; Sidney Me., on July 11 for the 
Tace, who does a nice job soloing JOSEPH PEARE | American Federation of Women’s 
line’s opening Indian} Joseph Peare, who claimed to be/| Clubs. Organization is having a 
Loop. j the first electrician in a New York! summer rally-around. 
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creased. There are a Frew critics 
<j]] on the drama job exclusively in 
the key cities. Ashton Stevens of 
the Herald-Examiner and Charles 
Collins of the Tribune, both in Chi- 
cago, are the survivors but with lit- 
tle to do in way of play reviewing. 
Lloyd Lewis, one of the younger 
scribes in the Loop city is both re- 
viewer and sports editor on the Chi- 
cago Daily News and is the author 
of a novel or two. Chicago developed 
iwo of Broadway’s best known 
critics—the late~ Percy ~Hammond, 
and Burns Mantle, active critic of 
the News. 

In Boston two of its best known 
critics died within a year. Most 
widely read was H. T. Parker, who 
composed long reviews for the Tran- 
script. Edward Harkins, who has 
covered the stage for 25 years, is 
the sole remaining well known play 
specialist on the Hub papers, he be- 
ing with the Record. Boston and 
Chicago have been sent most of the 
road shows in the past several sea- 
sons, with Philadelphia third. In 
the latter spot, a few of the old- 
timers are around but in other 
stands they have dropped from at- 
tention. 

Death and newspaper mergers 
were not the only factors in deplet- 
ing ‘the critical ranks. With the 
constriction of the number of shows 
there was a decline in revenue from 
the theatre. That was further les- 
sensed by the directory form of daily 
inserts in the New York press. In 
other times display space frequently 
found theatres taking up a full page, 
especially in Sunday _ editions. 
Amusement revenue has virtually 
been balanced, however, by splurge 
copy for motion pictures, yet that 
coin does not -cover the expense of 
the drama departments, 

New York’s critics are the young- 
est group of reviewers in the world. 
With the passing of Hammond, Man- 
tle is the dean and all the others 
on the regular dailies are his junior 
by a wide margin. A point in pass- 
ing is that the News reviewer (Man- 
tle) usually covers more shows than 


| ful melodies than the machine-made 


For an Opera Beuffe Revival 
Brooklyn, N, Y., June 29. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

With half a hundred societies with 
imposing titles all aimed at the im- 
provement of the stage, chiefly, it 
would seem, through the promotion 
of sociological brainstorms, why can- 
not some little group give a thought 
to the revivals of the operas bouffe? 


Half a century ago no town of im- 
portance was without its summer 
season of light operas. Today the 
best we get is the occasional appear- 
ance of the Gilbert and Sullivan 
scores and the intermittent revival 
of some of the old Shubert successes. 

The answer, I suppose, is that the 
old timers are regarded as outmoded. 
Perhaps they are, but they still are 
more tuneful than the more recent 
output. When has New York seen 
‘Fatinitza, ‘The Grand Duchess,’ 
‘Boccacio,’ ‘Princess of Trebizonde,’ 
‘Maritana’ and their ilk? Or getting 
closer to the présent day, what has 
become of ‘Black Hussar,’ “The Lady 
or the Tiger,’ ‘Falka,’ ‘Nadjy’ and 
other tuners of that era? 

They all carry better, more tune- | 








output of more recent times, and 
many have served to supply sugges- 
tion if not inspiration, to the mod- 
ern composers. 

I believe that such a_ venture 
would meet with some favorable re- 
sponse could they be done with the | 
old eclat. That probably would prove 
the obstacle, for where can we find 
today such finely trained troupers | 
as DeWolf Hopper, Digby and Laura 
Joyce Bell, Mathilde Cotrelly, Mar- 
ion Manola, Bertha Ricci, to men- 
tion only a few. 

Perhaps I am old-fashioned and 
talking out of my turn, but I am 
convinced that an adequate presen- 
tation of the old timers would prove 
acceptable to a host of moderns. 
Why cannot the Metropolitan, in 
its supplemental spring season, give 
us a week of the old timers? It 
would be interesting. It might prove 
renumerative. It certainly would be 


| 





any single critic in New York. 
Few Contractees 

Only some of the critics in the 
metropolis are under contract. There 
are eight first stringers remaining, 
with the suspension of the Ameri- 
can. Gilbert Gabriel of the sheet is 
in the last seven months of a three- 
year contract, which may be taken 
over by another daily. John An- 
derson, of the Journal, is also a con- 
tract man, it being the Hearst sys- 
tem to tie up its by-liners, with the 
result that the Journal’s sports de- 
partment is jammed with trained 
seals, 

Although not under contract, men 
like Brooks Atkinsen of the Times 
are under weekly salary through- 
out the year, with little to do in 
the summer months. On the other 
hand, Anderson grinds out daily 
copy for the Journal. So does Doug- 
las Gilbert, who sticceeded Robert 
Garland on the World-Telegram, also 
reviewing some of the summer thea- 
tre hideaway try-outs as did his 
predecessor. Robert Coleman, of the 
Mirror, also contributes a daily stint. 
Richard Lockridge of the Sun usu- 
ally spends a month on the rewrite 
desk, Richard Watts, Jr.. who suc- 
ceeded Hammond, is on a European 
vacation. John Mason Brown, of 
the Post, usually leaves the staff 
during summer; off to write and 
lecture, 

In the days when the theatre was 
on high the out-of-town critics came 
to Broadway in the spring and sum- 
mer to look over plays which would 
visit their cities the following sea- 
son. That custom has stopped and 
only a few critical visitors come to 
New York for that purpose every 
s0 often. 

While it 


is not infrequent for 


Grama reviewers to cover pictures, 


only two film critics have become 
drama critics. Watts is one and 
Mordaunt Hall, formerly of the N. Y. 
Times, is another. He has the drama 
cesk on the Boston Transcript. 
Radio has curiously failed to de- 
velop critics. Most of the radio 
columns are made up of comment 
cr casual references to broadcasts. 
Variery set the style in reviewing 
radio and is virtually unopposed in 
that field. None of the drama or 


Picture reviewers has touched radio | 
‘iaw is framed along the lines re-| 


coverage to date. 





Ansermet to Ravina 


: Ernst Ansermet, Swiss vatoner, 
*Trived in N. Y. Monday from) 
Europe. 

r Left immediately to conduct the 
ummer symph series at Ravina 


Park, Chicago. 


enlightening. 
Dudley Carson. 


|Mr. Bradford's Got Somethin’ There 
Baltimore, July 1. 
| Editor, VARIETY: 

If evidence were needed to prove 
the utter lack of business sense in 
the picture industry, the high prices 
paid for recent stage successes 
would prove the point amply. 

A company pays $100,000 or more 
for the rights to a Broadway hit, 
with the proviso that the picture 
may not be released until the end of 
the run. This automatically pre- 
vents the company from making a 
picture of this type, but every other 
producer will hurry into work a 
picture along similar lines, and by 
the time the purchaser of the stage 
rights is ready to produce the edge 
has been completely taken off by 
the pirated versions. This has been 
the case ever since Universal bought 
‘Broadway,’ only to have it go stale 
on its hands after every other com- 
pany had cleaned up. 

The irtelligent procedure would 
seem to be to pay the play producer 
for the immediate rights, the play 
| being withdrawn after the picture is 
| released. It does not seem too much 
‘to ask, in view of the large purchase 
price. All the film company gets is 
the title, and titles alone do not 
/mean much. The whole idea seems 
‘to be screwy. 

James Bradford. 





An Englishman’s ASCAP Views 
London, June 22. 


Editor, VARIETY: 

| After reading week after week 
‘consistently about litigation, argu- 
ing, conferences and such that have 
been going on in regard to the mat- 
ter of music works performed in va- 
rious States, and that certain States 
in America are trying to get away 


with the fact that they should not | 
pay performing fees—it struck me' 


that your paper, in knowing and 
publishing all the facts, would have 
come to the conclusion as I that the 
only people who may benefit from 





and make Nebraska, as 
music, a foreign country? 


If Germany, for instance, did not | 


agree to pay performing rights on 
any English song or work, then we 
would make the position reciprocal, 
so it amounts to this: Nebraska in 
the end would have to write own 
music, perform it in their own State, 
and it would not have entree into 
any other part of America. This po- 
sition would then bring them to their 


; senses. 


At an earlier date you reproduced 
a letter of mine in your issue of 
July 22 last, and I would like to say 
since then the evils that I pointed 
out in that letter have been put 
right in this country—special ar- 
rangements are not only being sup- 
plied by publishers, band 
are getting more money, and broad- 
casting fees are nearly doubled. 

I mention this hoping that you 
may take a little notice of what I 
have said earlier in this letter, as I 
really do feel if a New York pub- 
lisher were handling one of my pub- 


| lications I would not allow him to 


handle it if I thought that the State 
of Nebraska could perform my 
works without paying a fee. 

We have our troubles here, but I 
am sure over there you have more, 
and I can only feel that in the end, 
after all the money in litigation that 
has been spent, it will boil down to 
one thing again, and that is the pub- 
lisher who holds the copyright of a 
song will have the control of that 
copyright and the performing of 
that work through ASCAP where- 


should be paid within reason for 
the performance of any of the works 
that he controls. 

I am sure your legal department, 
with ali the knowledge and the facts 
at their hands, could publish a solu- 
tion to stop all this expensive liti- 
gation. 

In conclusion, you might say, well 
what has it got to do with you. It 
only concerns us here inasmuch as 
certain of our works may be in- 
volved. 

Yours faithfully, 


MACMELODIES, LTD. 
F. McMillan. 
Managing Director. 
Gene Garrick’s Performance 
Hollywood, July 2. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


I was very anxious to read your 
review of ‘The Road Back,’ because 
when VARIETY gives you a rating, 
I've always felt it meant something. 

That is why I was particularly dis- 
appointed when Kauf picked out my 
bit as ‘outstanding’ ‘(the word is 
yours), but gave Noah Beery, Jr., 
the credit for it. Beery, Jr., was the 
boy who died on the road back, but 
I did the impersonation of dementia 
praecox. 

I’m not writing a beef, but pub- 
licity is important when you're just 
beginning in this business and this 
role was my first in pictures, so 
there is my story. 

Gene Garrick. 





Himber's (or His P. A.’s) Theory 
New York, July 1. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

The perennial question: what's the 
cause for sheet music sales slumps? 
Oh so many people try to answer 
this question and always end up by 


an involved discussion and _ indict- 
ment of radio! 
What could be sillier? True, on 


one point: radio has shortened the 
life span of music. Rodio has ob- 
viously ‘killed’ a number of tunes 
quicker than might have been the 
song’s life span. Yet, radio is not 
responsible for the continual de- 
creasing sales in sheet music. Radio 
might have cut the sales from a 
million to a half million for the big 


hit, but it is paying performing 
rights for that slice. 
No, another, and more logical 


cause, seems to be the real reason. 
The answer lies out in Hollywood 
where your songs are turned out for 
special picture situations. The songs 





this long litigation are the legal pro- 
fession. 

In your issue of June 2, for in- 
| stance, vou quote that the Nebraska 
cently passed by the Florida bill, 
which gives the purchaser of a piece 


of music the automatic right to per- | 


form it without further cost. 


To any sane-minded man who | 
knows anything about the music | 
business this is dreadful. Why not | 


Jcut out all. litigation and arguing 


accurate statement because there are 


songs which are natural hits and 
they may come from pictures. But 


in general it seems logica] that the 
‘rapid death which overtakes the 
song..is attributable in a great part 
to the films. 
Fven if the song being 
plaved on the air, and gets as many 
plugs non-piciure ongs, that 
won't make. the public buy. What 


keeps on 


as 


ever the song is played, and that he | 


| 





| 


leaders | 








are swell in the film, but without | 
the special situation they are in- 
significant. This is not a completely 





| 


| 


‘the ‘original’ 


regards | the public seems interested in buy- | 
ing is songs which have come less | 


from necessity and more from in- 
spiration. 

This, it seems to me at least, is the 
real reason that popular songs are 
reaching new lows in sheet sales. 

Richard Himber. 


No Weeps fer Poor Vaudeville 
Chicago, June 28. 

Editor, VARIETY: 
It’s funny, all this crying 
where has good old vaude gone to‘ 
It’s gone the way of all junk. It was 


about 


> 


a 











| Lively Trading 
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| 
for featured players. Players think 
that a good thing. It gets them 
around, prevents them from going 
stale or typed, gets them accustomed 
to the ways of different directors 
and fellow players. 

Fredric March is one of tie grow- 
ing number of stars who insist on 
getting around from studio to studio. 
In March's case the idea has worked 
out to his advantage, so much so 
that Joan Crawford currently is un- 
derstood to be contemplating a simi- 
lar policy when her contract with 





: ; Metro expires around six months 
no good, that’s why it has disap-| hence, Miss Gaynor parted from 
peared. : aA 20th-Fox and her next appearance 

And don’t tell me it’s coming back. was in Selznick’s ‘A Star Is Born.’ 


Why should it? When you can go 
into a picture theatre and see two 
pictures for a quarter, with a lot 
of real entertainment, why bother 
with paying twice as much. to hear 


ia lot of stale jokes? 


As for the hullabaloo about the 
poor actors who can’t get jobs—why, 
let ‘em eat cake. The good actors 
get jobs in pictures, or radio. 

Al Garfinkle. 


A Songstress’ Plea for the Kids 
New York, July 3. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Probably the most consistent faii- 
ure on the radio is the average chil- 
dren’s program. Many of them are 
initiated, have a short-lived place in 
radio’s schedules and then pass 


| away. 


Radio lords can hardly be ex- 
pected to turn out daily works which 
will stand on par with the rare crea- 
tions of Lewis Carroll and Edward 


| Lear, but it does seem they could 


approach the problem of presenting 
children’s programs with less con- 
descension, less of the adult view- 
point. 

The whole thing falls short when 
radio forgets or ignores to inject 
the childish imagination, childish 
naturalness. The first thing to rem- 
edy this situation would ostensibly 
be to discard the sexy songs and 
sophisticated comedy that is present 
throughout most of the afternoon 
programs and Sunday attempts. 

Rarely indeed has a radio pro- 
ducer captured the real naivete of 
children, Instead they aim at a 
completely artificial, manufactured 
plot that has no more imagination 
quality than a complete satisfaction 
(even in the mind of the youngest) 
that the impossible is still impossible. 

Let’s go! Radio has just about 
worked wonders witn the adult en- 
tertainment in the evenings, the 
women’s programs in the morning 
and early afternoon. 
action for the kids. 

Whaddyesay? 

Lee Wiley. 


Anti-Nitery Mixing 
Philadelphia, July 1. 
Editor, Variety: 


I am glad to see your paper turn- 
ing the spotlight on the growing 
practice of requiring women cabaret 
entertainers to mingle with the male 
customers to encourage the sale of 
drinks, 

The evil—and it is an evil—seems 
to be spreading rapidly and can 
have only one result; the eventual 


exit of the supper rooms. Actresses | 


who will ‘work the wine room,’ to 

use the old expression, do not have 

to be clever. Clever women will not 

submit to this semi-prostitution. The 

entertainment value of these ven- | 
tures will be reduced to so low a | 
level that they will cease to attract | 
patronage, and one more phase of | 
the amusement business will have | 
gone to join the now defunct bur- 

lesque and vaudeville shows. 

The cabarets are about the last 
stand of the single entertainers. It | 
would be regretable if the cupidity 
and short-sightedness of their own- 
ers shut this last door to the old- 
time variety acts and ‘heir succes- 
sors. 

Henry J. Collison. 





‘Original’ Little Evas 
Little Rock, Ark., June 30. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
According to the obituary columns. 
Little Eva of ‘Uncle 
| Tom’s Cabin’ is passing from the pic- 


Let's see some | 


Now she is reputed dickering with 
Selznick for a contract calling for 
$200,000 a picture. 

| With half a dozen players under 
contract, Wanger has been probably 
| the most active individual in the star 
auction market. 

In the last year, 
Madeleine Carroll has toiled for 
| plenty of bosses not her own—in 
| 20th-Fox’s ‘On the Avenue,’ Selz- 
nick’s ‘Prisoner of Zenda,’ Columbia's 
‘It’s All Yours.’ Boyer has played 
with Dietrich in ‘Allah’ and Gréta 
Garbo in ‘Madame Walewska,’ and 
| goes next to Warners with Miss Col- 
bert in ‘Tovarich.’ Sylvia Sidney 
|has been with Goldwyn and Para- 
mount; Henry Fonda is to be fea- 
tured in two Warner films. 

Wanger Takes, No Chances 

| Wanger’s policy .is to lend his 
| Players out freely but only for top 
| rank pictures which, he feels, will 
| improve their box office stature. Hh: 
|must know the story, director and 
| supporting cast before he will sign 
| for the services of one of his players. 
|He is just as free and just as ex- 
acting in borrowing and recently 
has made use of Joan Blondell, Jean 
Arthur, Warner Baxter and Leslie 
Howard from elsewhere. 

Wanger applauds the new star 
idea of refusing to tie themselves 
with term contracts but believes this 
will work out to the best advantage 
only when they hook in with top- 
notch indies such as Selznick, Gold- 
wyn or Mervyn LeRoy. 

Radio has numerous contract play- 
ers but most of them are usually to 
be found elsewhere than on their 
own lots. Thus Miss Stanwyck, Fred 
Stone and Herbert Marshall are con- 
tracted for six each annually ut 
seldom make more than two at 
hon e, 

‘E. selecting two fine stories and 
| lending them out to other studios 


for example, 


} 





ifor top class pictures,’ said S. J. 
Briskin, ‘they appear in half a 
dozen superior parts and score half 
a dozen hits—and go on to greater 
popularity.’ 

| ‘Interchange of players,’ said 
_Darryl Zanuck, ‘both with Europe 
and in Hollywood, can be a good 
| thing for the industry. It depends 
mainly on the vehicles for which the 
eeu are lent.’ 


Odlum | 


‘Continued from page 3) 














chance to be benefited by a possible 
alteration in the R.C. claim. 

The reason for present keen inter- 
est in the R.C., claim situation is due 
to recent remarks made in open 
court by the special master which 
might be interpreted as indication 
of dissatisfaction with the proposed 
settlement terms. 

Disposition of the RKO first-run 
film franchise on Broadway and the 
future operations of the R.C. Music 
Hall and the Center theatre are in- 
separable links of the proposed 
settlement and the claim itself. 

Any change in that situation thus 
could alter the Broadway first-run 
setup at large. 

Among other matters of the RKO 
reorganization situation in which the 
trade and creditors are generally in- 
terested is the possible findings 
which the special master may make 
regarding the status of the old RKO 
class ‘A’ shareholders. One or two 
of thewriginal holders of this class 
of stock are among disputants of the 
plan, 





ture with increasing frequency. 

Scarcely an issue buY what an- amheaall 

nounces the death of another ‘orig- 

inal,’ and yet the record is unusually there were scores of ‘Tom’ shows 

clear. produced within a short period, but 
presentation of Wey none of them had original 


The first serious 
| a play based on the Stowe story was 
made in Troy in 1852, with Cordelia 
Howard as the Angel Child. Be- 
cause of the success of the play and 
| the absence of copyright protection, 


Little Evas. That honor belongs to 
Troy, and the record is so clear that 
it is amazing that newspapers should 
| credit all these various claims. 


Tom Browning. 
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HOLD ON! Slewing 

around a fast turn 
with two aboard (Jef?). 
As Miss Wheeden says: 
“It does take a nice 
sense of balance and a 
good bit of nerve too, 
Asa test of skill, I think 
I put aquaplaning 
above any other sport.” 














SURE ITIS § 70 fo 
tee and. mighty strenuous too! - — — ~ co 








**“C’ PORT, even for the fun of it, can be tense 
S and tiring,”’ says Miss Gloria Wheeden, 
charming co-ed who here shows her skill at 
aquaplaning. “Yes, I smoke,” she says. SS. 
“When I feel let-down, I light a Camel and i 
get un invigorating ‘lift’ in energy.” : 

Miss Wheeden’s enjoyment of a“‘lift” from 
Camels is shared by millions of men and 
women in all walks of life. 

A SUGGESTION: When an active day drains 
physical and nervous energy, you can get a 
delightful “‘lift” from a Camel. And Camels 
never get on your nerves. 


PN mem, .. 


























SPEED IT UP! 20 
miles an hour ona 
skittery board is thrill ~s 
enough! But Gloria Se 
Wheeden is a daring : 
miss who hikes it up 
to 40 (above) — then 
(below) up to 50. 






NOW FOR A PICNIC LUNCH. “I 

always think ofsmoking Camels 
and eating as going together,” adds 
Miss Wheeden, on the motor boat. 
“I smoke Camels—and enjoy the 
sense of well-being that good diges- 
tion brings me.” 














$-T-E-A-D-Y. This picture of Miss 

Wheeden executing ahand-stand speaks 
for itself. There’s no doubt about er nerves 
: being healthy. “Camels are head and shoul- 
ee ders on top for mildness,” she says. “They 
3 don’t bother my nerves a bit.” 


Copyright, 1937, R. J. Reynolds Tobacce Co,, Winston-Salem, N. a 


COSTLIER 
TOBACCOS! 


Camels are made from finer, 
MORE EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS 
... Turkish and Domestic... 
than any other popular brand. 

















1060 PARACHUTE 
JUMPS — no mishaps. 
That’stheamazing rec- 
ord of Floyd Stimson, 
who started smoking 
Camels 10 years ago. 
“I've found what I 
want in Camels. Mild- 
ness—tastiness—a brac- 
ing ‘lift’ when tired.” 








“MANY A TIME I’ve smoked a 
Camel to get a ‘lift’ in energy,” 
says Harry Burmester, printer. 
“Camels have the goodness 
you'd expect from costlier to- 
baccos. Camel's mildness suits 
me to perfection.” 


BENNY GOODMAN SWINGS IT 
EVERY TUESDAY NITE! 


Tune in! Hear the trio—the quartette—and all of 
Benny’s boys swing the popular favorites. Tuesdays 
— 8:30 pm E. S.T.( 9:30 pm E. D.S.T.), 7:30 pmC.S.T., ee : a — So ee ee ie e 
6:30 pm M.S. T., 5:30 pm P.S.T., over WABC-CBS, % aaa Has ee "COR ee 





















